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57. * MR. MUHAMMAD ASLAM GHUMMAN
(Deferred during 26" Session)

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiative be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that Applied Engineering and Emerging Technologies University at
Sambrial (Sialkot), a joint project of the Federal Government and the Government of Punjab
with a cost of Rs. 17 Billion was started in 2020 and was to be completed in 2024, but the project
has remained incomplete and stopped due to non-release of funds by the Federal Government;
and

b) whether the Government of Punjab has released its share of funds; if so, the reasons due to
which the Federal Government has not released funds?

Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiative (Mr. Ahsan Igbal Chaudhary):
(a) The project titled "Establishment of University of Applied Engineering and Emerging Technologies
(UAEET), Sialkot" was cleared by the Provincial Development Working Party (PDWP), Government
of the Punjab, in its meeting held on 20.04.2021 and recommended to CDWP at a total cost of Rs.
16,648.47 million (Capital: Rs. 4,673.74 million; Revenue: Rs.11,974.73 million). The Central
Development Working Party (CDWP), in its meeting dated 24.05.2021, recommended the project to
ECNEC, which approved the project on 04.06.2021 at the same cost, with 50% cost sharing between
the Federal Government and the Government of Punjab. The approved gestation period of the project
is 96 months (ending December, 2028); therefore, the project is not due for completion in 2024.

The project is being implemented by the Government of Punjab through Infrastructure
Development Authority Punjab (1DAP). Although, the project was included in PSDP 2021-22 with an
allocation of Rs. 1,500.00 million, however, funds were not released under the Federal share, and the
project has not been included in PSDP thereafter. However, the project has not been formally stopped
and continues to be reflected in the Provincial ADP.

(b) The Government of Punjab has been releasing funds for the project from its own resources.
An amount of approximately Rs. 3,169.785 million has been spent on the project up to June, 2025,
while an allocation of Rs. 100.00 million has been made in ADP 2025-26. As regards the Federal
share, allocations under PSDP are subject to overall resource availability and sectoral priorities
determined by the Federal Government. Due to fiscal constraints and competing demands, the project
could not be accommodated in subsequent PSDPs after 2021-22. Due to fiscal pressures overall PSDP
has been severely curtailed resulting in lack of additional resources.



59. * SYED RAFIULLAH
(Deferred during 26™ Session)

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state:

a) the year-wise details of estimated and actual expenditure under the head of fuel during the
last five fiscal years by all Ministries, Divisions, Attached Departments, Subordinate offices,
Autonomous or Semi-Autonomous Bodies and other entities to whom budgetary allocations were
granted through the Federal Budget under demands for Grants, Charged expenditure or any
other provision

b) the year wise increase or decrease in such expenditure and the reasons thereof;

c) whether any supplementary, technical or re-appropriated (substitution) grants were
authorized to meet additional fuel, expenditure; if so, the year wise details alongwith the break-
up of amounts thereof;

d) the status, scope and financial impact of the Monetization Policy, particularly monetization
of transport and fuel facilities;

e) whether any assessment or audits of its effectiveness in reducing fuel expenditure has been
carried out; and

f) the corrective measures taken or proposed to ensure economy and rationalization of such
expenditure?

(Reply not received)

64. * MS. SAMINA KHALID GHURKI
(Deferred during 26" Session)

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state:

a) what actions have been taken against companies involved in under invoicing in import of
used cars and Solar Panels, during the last five years; and

b) name of each company involved in these illegal mal practices?

Minister for Finance and Revenue (Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb): (a) Recently, vide
SRO 1895(1)/2025 dated 30-09-2025, Government allowed commercial import of five (05) years old
used vehicles up till 30-06-2026, and thereafter commercial import of used vehicles will be allowed
without any age restriction. However, no such commercial import of used vehicles under SRO
1895(1)/2025 ibid has taken place so far. In practice, therefore, companies have not undertaken import
of used cars in Pakistan., therefore, the report with respect to cases against under-invoicing may be
treated as "Nil’. The field formations of Customs have not detected any case of under invoicing on the
basis of direct evidence in import of solar panels during the last five years.

(b) Nil.

65. *MR. ASIF KHAN
(Deferred during 26™ Session)

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that GST and withholding tax on savings, utilities, and other essential
services have recently been increased; if so, details and reasons thereof;

b) whether the Government has assessed the impact of these increased taxes on inflation,
prices of daily-use items, households expenses and purchasing power of the common people;

c) if so, details thereof along with additional revenue expected to be collected from the tax
increases during the current Financial Year,
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d) how will this revenue will be utilized; and
e) the steps taken by the government to reduce the financial burden on the public, control
inflation, and provide relief, especially to middle and low income groups?

Minister for Finance and Revenue (Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb): (a) Through the
Finance Act, 2025, certain amendments have been introduced in the withholding tax regime, including
revision ol rates under section 151 relating to profit on debt, along with rationalization of rates under
selected provisions. Under the amended framework, the rate of tax deduction under section 151 has
been increased from 15% to 20% on certain saving instruments and bank deposits. Keeping in view the
international best practices, this enhancement has been made to remove distortions between the
taxation of profit on debt and other heads of income, and to align and rationalize it with the applicable
tax rates tor business income and salaried individuals. Moreover, there is no change in the standard
GST rate has been made through the Finance Act, 2025, and the rate remains at 18% on utilities and
other essential services under the Sales Tax Act,1990.

(b) Additional revenue generated from these measures is credited to the Federal Consolidated
Fund and is utilized by the Federal Government in accordance with constitutional and legal provisions.
These resources support public expenditure on service delivery, infrastructure development, and debt
servicing, as well as transfers to provinces under the National Finance Commission Award.
Collectively, these allocations contribute to economic stability and the overall welfare of the public.

(c) No significant additional revenue is expected from this change, as returns on bank deposits
have declined due to a reduction in profit rates on savings accounts. Consequently, the overall taxable
income from such deposits has decreased, offsetting the impact of the higher withholding tax rate.

(d) There has been no change in the standard rate of General Sales Tax (GST), which continues
to remain at 18% under the Sales Tax Act, 1990. Accordingly, no direct inflationary impact arises from
any adjustment in GST rates. On the income tax side, measures introduced were primarily aimed at
improving horizontal equity. In this regard, income from profit on debt has been aligned with the
applicable tax rates on other heads of income under the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001. This adjustment
constitutes a redistribution measure and does not directly affect the pricing of goods or services.
Furthermore, through the Finance Act 2025, targeted relief has been provided to salaried and middle-
income taxpayers. This includes rationalization of tax slabs and reductions in effective tax rates,
thereby supporting disposable incomes and mitigating financial pressures on households. Overall, the
recent tax measures are structured to enhance equity and provide relief, without introducing cost-push
factors that would directly contribute to inflation in essential commodities.

(e) The Government, through the Finance Act 2025, has provided targeted relief to salaried and
middle-income taxpayers under the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001. Tax slabs for salaried individuals
have been rationalized to reduce effective rates. The surcharge under section 4AB has been reduced
from 10% to 9% for salaried individuals, while the super tax slabs under section 4C have been
rationalized to ensure higher contribution from top earners only. Additionally, the tax under section
236K on purchase of property has been reduced, easing the compliance and financial burden on
taxpayers. These measures collectively enhance progressivity and provide meaningful relief to middle-
and low-income groups.
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* MR. MUHAMMAD MOBEEN ARIF
(Deferred during 26™ Session)

70.

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state:

a) the legal framework currently governing the implementation of Capital Value Tax (CVT);

b) the year wise total amount of CVT assessed and collected during the last three Financial
Years thereof ;

c) the number of notices issued, orders passed and recovery proceedings initiated under the
relevant CVT, provisions during the last three years;

d) the number of appeals filed against CVT related orders, and their present status
(disposed of or pending); and

e) whether any amendments or policy reviews have been undertaken regarding CVT
implementation; if so, details thereof?

Minister for Finance and Revenue (Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb): (a) The Capital
Value Tax (CVT) is governed by the provisions of section 8 of Finance Act, 2022, as amended from
time to time. The said Act provides the legal basis for levy, collection and enforcement of CVT on
specified assets. Under this framework, CVT is chargeable on the value of certain assets, including
foreign assets of resident persons and specified motor vehicles, at the prescribed rates. The tax is
administered by the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) and is collected and enforced through the
existing machinery of the income tax law, including provisions relating to filing, assessment, recovery
and appeals. Further, rules and procedures have been notified to operationalize the levy, including
valuation mechanisms, declaration requirements and modes of payment.

(b) The year wise total amount of CVT assessed and collected during the last three financial
years is submitted as under:

(Rs in Billion
Financial CVT Assessed CVT Collected
Year
2024-25 15.3 13.7
2023-24 13.34 13.2
2022-23 11.9 11.9
Total 40.54 38.8

(c) Recovery proceedings are invariably initiated whenever the taxpayers default the payment
of tax within due date. The details of number of notices issued and orders passed during the last three
years are submitted as under:

Financial Notices Issued | Orders passed
Year

2024-25 2737 873

2023-24 1494 408

2022-23 2520 831

Total 6751 2112

(d) The number of appeals filed by taxpayers against CVT related orders, and their present
status (disposed of or pending) as on 13.04.2026 are submitted as under:

Description
No. of Appeals
Filed

Number of Appeals
1160




Disposed of 1006
Pending 154

(e) The Finance Act 2024 introduced a few changes to Capital Value Tax (CVT) (originally
imposed through Finance Act 2022). CVT was extended to farmhouses and residential houses located
in the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT). For these properties, CVT is now charged based on area.

71. *MS. SEHAR KAMRAN
(Deferred during 26" Session)

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiative be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that Pakistan's investment to GDP ratio declined from 15.6% in year-
2022 to around 13.8% in year-2025, remaining significantly below regional peers; if so, the
reasons thereof; and

b) details of concrete policy measures being taken by the Government to raise investment to
GDP ratio and promote export oriented investment and Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), in the
country?

Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiative (Mr. Ahsan Igbal Chaudhary):
(a) Pakistan's investment-to-GDP ratio declined from 15.6% in FY2022 to 14.3% in FY 2025, primarily
due to challenging macroeconomic conditions. These included the devastating 2022 floods, the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, and the global commodity super-cycle, all of which contributed to elevated inflation
(29.2% in FY2023 and 23.4% in FY2024) and high policy rates (22% in June 2023). Consequently, the
cost of financing increased, constraining private investment. However, the situation is now improving:
the investment- to-GDP ratio rose to 14.3% in FY 2025 (revised), up from 13.2% in FY2024, reflecting
gradual macroeconomic stabilization.

(b) The Government is pursuing a comprehensive reform agenda to raise the investment-to-
GDP ratio, anchored in export-led growth, macroeconomic stability, and private sector development
under the 13th Five-Year Plan (2024-29) and URAAN Pakistan framework. Key initiatives include
regulatory simplification under the Asaan Karobar Act, establishment of a ,, one-window Business
Facilitation Centre, and measures to deepen financial markets and support SMEs.

At the same time, investment is being promoted through infrastructure development, public-
private partnerships, and industrial expansion under SEZs and CPEC Phase-1l. Focus on export-led
growth, sectoral diversification, digital transformation, and skills development is expected to improve
productivity and attract both domestic and foreign investment.

8l. *MR. ANJUM AQEEL KHAN

Will the Minister for Commerce be pleased to state what strategy is being evolved to formulate a
comprehensive national export strategy coupled with proactive trade policy to enhance
Pakistan's global competitiveness, diversify export destinations and strengthen value-added
manufacturing?

Minister for Commerce (Jam Kamal Khan): A comprehensive national export strategy has
been developed by the Ministry of Commerce in consultation with public and private sector
stakeholders. The strategy aims to enhance Pakistan’s global competitiveness, diversify export
destinations and markets, and strengthen value-added manufacturing. Its overarching framework is
provided through the Strategic Trade Policy Framework (STPF), which offers a long-term,
multi-pronged policy approach comprising the following components:
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o Sectoral Roadmaps: Four roadmaps have been developed for the manufacturing and
mining, agriculture, textiles, and services sectors, with tailored policies for each sector
aimed at boosting exports, enhancing value-addition, attracting investment, promoting
sustainability, and developing human capital.

o National Tariff Policy: The Tariff Policy 2025-30 has been introduced, featuring reduced
tariffs on raw materials and intermediary goods, along with the abolition of Additional
Customs Duties (ACDs) and Regulatory Duties (RDs) by 20230. These measures
collectively pass on benefits worth over PKR 120 billion to industry, aimed at lowering
production costs, enhancing competitiveness, and supporting sustainable industrial growth.

e Sectoral Councils: 19 Sectoral Councils headed by private stakeholders, have been
established under STPF 2020-25. The Councils provide policy input to Ministry of
Commerce for growth of their respective sectors.

e Complementary Policies: To create an ecosystem which will promote
manufacturing/industrialization in the country, the following policies provide support to
export enhancement strategies of the Ministry of Commerce:

» Export Finance Scheme (EFS): Designed to provide subsidized short-term financing,
enabling exporters to fulfill orders without facing liquidity constraints.

» New Energy Vehicles Policy 2025-30: Promotes electric and hybrid vehicles with tax
incentives and charging infrastructure to cut emissions and modernize transport.

» Mobile & Electronics Device Manufacturing Policy 2026-33: Drives local
production of phones and electronics, attracting global brands and boosting exports
through strict localization targets.

» Comprehensive Auto & Tractor Policy (Draft): Aims to expand local auto and
tractor manufacturing, integrate with agriculture mechanization, and support export of
auto parts.

» SME Facilitation Initiatives: Launches a digital portal and strengthens SMEDA to
empower small businesses, expand regional trade, and accelerate industrial growth.

This integrated approach is designed to position Pakistan’s exports more competitively in
global markets, while simultaneously building resilience, diversification, and value addition across
sector.

82. *MS. NATASHA DAULTANA
Will the Minister for Commerce be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that the Ministry has allowed duty-free import of cars up to 1350cc for
persons with disabilities under a special authorization scheme;

b) whether any persons have actually imported or purchased cars under this duty-free
authorization scheme;

c) the total number of beneficiaries who have availed this facility so far; and

d) whether the Ministry coordinates with FBR, Customs, Provincial Excise Departments to
ensure smooth processing and registration of such vehicles?

Minister for Commerce (Jam Kamal Khan): (a) Yes, The Ministry of Commerce maintains
a policy for the import of duty free car not exceeding 1350cc for the Pakistani nationals suffering from
physical disability excluding retarded/handicapped and old-age disability is attached at Annex-I.

(b) Relates to FBR. The Data, in this regard, has been requested is attached at Annex-II.

(c) So far, in last three years 2024-2026 total (156) number of authorization have been issued
by Ministry of Commerce.


file:///C:/Users/Hanif%20Saabh/AppData/Local/Temp/Rar$DIa3048.25618.rartemp/Reply%20Annex-I.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Hanif%20Saabh/AppData/Local/Temp/Rar$DIa3048.25618.rartemp/Reply%20Annex-II.pdf
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(d) No, the Ministry of Commerce does not coordinate in terms of registration process.
Furthermore, as per subject Policy, Provincial Excise & Taxation Department provides a Special
Registration Number and Special Color Plates maintaining "Disabled Persons Car" is attached at
Annex-111.

Click here for Annexure ; . .
(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library)

83. *MS. ALIYA KAMRAN
Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state:

a) the amount of Zakat deducted by each bank on the 1 Ramadan, 2025, and the 1% of
Ramadan, 2026; and

b) the details of the accounts (s) or funds (s) in which the deducted amount has been deposited
by each bank after collection for the respective years?

Transferred to Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Division
for answer on Next Rota Day.

84. * DR. SHAZIA SOBIA ASLAM SOOMRO
Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training be pleased to state:

a) whether the Ministry intends to declare an ** education emergency’ and what concrete steps
are planned to address the estimated 25 million out of school children; and

b) how the Ministry will adopt inclusive education models to reduce dropout rates and provide
guality education to underprivileged children?

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training (Dr. Khalid Magbool
Siddiqui): (a) The Ministry is treating the issue of out-of-school children as a national priority and is
implementing the following concrete measures:

Enrollment Campaigns:

1. Zero OOSC Enrollment Campaign — ICT (2023): Around 70,000 children enrolled.

2. No Child Left Behind Initiative (2026): Door-to-door surveys in all Union Councils of
Islamabad to identify and enroll approximately 25,000 children.

3. Expansion of Non-Formal Education: Community schools, Accelerated Learning
Programmes (ALPs), second-shift schools, and flexible learning models are being
expanded for children outside the formal system.

4, Retention Measures: Free textbooks, school meal programmes, teacher training, and
community engagement are being implemented to reduce dropouts and sustain
attendance.

5. ICT Plan of Action: Additional classrooms, recruitment of teachers, provision of

missing facilities, evening shifts, home-based education for girls, and digital/hybrid
learning opportunities are being introduced.

(b) The Ministry is adopting inclusive education models through the following targeted
interventions:

1. Establishment of Non-Formal Education Centres, ALPs, community schools, second
shifts, digital/distance learning, and home-based education for girls.

2. Through collaboration with BISP, Zero OOSC Campaign, and No Child Left Behind
Initiative, disadvantaged children are being identified and enrolled.

3. Provision of free textbooks, learning materials, school meal programmes, and improved
school facilities to prevent dropouts.


file:///C:/Users/Hanif%20Saabh/AppData/Local/Temp/Rar$DIa3048.25618.rartemp/Annex-III%20Reply.pdf
Muhammmad Aatif
Click here for Annexure
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4. Teacher training, strengthened classroom practices, and community engagement
through Parent-Teacher Councils.
5. Use of EMIS/NEMIS systems, digital monitoring tools, and surveys to identify
excluded children and ensure continued participation.
These measures demonstrate the Ministry’s commitment to equitable access, improved
retention, and quality education for all children, particularly the underprivileged.

8b. * DR. SHARMILA FARUQUI
Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state:

a) why the 1.21 billion dollars IMF staff-level agreement 1.0 billion dollar EFF, 210 million
dollars RSF was finalized only after talks continued virtually beyond the February, 25 and 2nd
March, 2026 mission;

b) whether this delay reflected unresolved differences on fuel pricing policy now tacitly
endorsed amid the Middle East crisis;

c) whether the Middle East conflict costs a cloud over the outlook with volatile energy prices
risking inflation and growth, yet the Government projects only minor impacts; and

d) what contingency measures exists to meet FY26 primary surplus target of 1.6% of GDP and
FY27 target of 2% if global oil prices remain elevated?

Minister for Finance and Revenue (Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb): (a) The
discussions/meetings related to IMF 3" Review of Extended Fund Facility (EFF) and 2" Review of
Resilience & Sustainability Facility (RSF), were held as per the agreed schedule, i.e., February 25-
March 11, 2026. Meeting with federal and provincial government stakeholders were held in virtual
mode as the visiting IMF Mission Team was directed by the IMF HQs to leave Pakistan in view of the
start of tensions in the Middle East. During February 26-March 11, 2026, the IMF Mission Team
reviewed progress of reforms implemented/being implemented by various government entities as
agreed during the last Review held on September 25-October 08, 2025. Afterwards, the IMF Mission
Team held further meetings with the same quarters to agree on the implementation timelines pertaining
to various structural benchmarks/reforms. Upon conclusion of these two rounds of discussions, the
Memorandum of Economic & Financial Policies (MEFP) was reviewed by the concerned authorities
and was agreed. Accordingly, the Staff-Level Agreement was signed on April 23, 2026.

(b) In continuation of the above, it is further informed that no such delay occurred. The fuel
pricing was adopted by Petroleum Division after detailed deliberation with all the concerned quarters.

(c) The ongoing Middle East conflict, particularly disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz, poses an
external risk for Pakistan given its reliance on imported energy. International oil prices have risen
sharply, with Brent crude increasing from $62.7 per barrel in December 2025 to $103.7 in March 2026,
and remaining above $100 amid continued geopolitical uncertainty.

Such oil price shocks transmit through higher import costs, freight charges, and insurance
premiums, creating upward pressure on domestic energy prices and production costs. However,
inflation remains contained, averaging 6.2 percent during Jul-Apr FY2026, well below the 7.5 percent
target for FY2026, and is expected to remain within this target as the government is committed to
mitigating the pass-through of higher global oil prices.

On growth, the near-term impact is expected to be limited due to lagged transmission and
continued economic momentum. GDP growth has remained resilient and provisionally recorded at 3.7
percent in FY2026 against the target of 4.2 percent and contributed by 2.9 percent growth in
agriculture sector, 3.5 percent growth in industrial sector and 4.1 percent growth in services sector.



-:9:-

(d) The primary surplus targets for FY26 and FY27 will be met through a prudent fiscal policy
centered around expenditure rationalization and optimal revenue mobilization. On the expenditure
side, general subsides are being phased-out and replaced with targeted subsidies. Non-essential
expenditures have been curtailed and a comprehensive austerity plan is in place to ensure that
expenditures are kept to bare minimum. The revenue mobilization drive of the Government covers
both policy and enforcement measures. It is also important to note that provincial governments also
contribute towards achievement of primary surplus targets through surpluses.

86. *MS. ASIYA NAZ TANOLI

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training be pleased to state that how
many students from Pakistan have received scholarships for Higher Education in Turkiye, and
in which professional disciplines?

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training (Dr. Khalid Magbool
Siddiqui): Since its inception, the Higher Education Commission, Islamabad has awarded 147
scholarships to the students for study in Turkiye under various scholarship schemes.

Program wise Scholarships awarded since 2003:

Program of study No. of Students
Post doctorate 06

PhD 130

MS 06

Internal Research Support Initiative Program
(IRSIP) 06 Months research Training abroad | 05
Grand Total 147

Discipline-wise award of scholarship is as under:-

Discipline No. of Scholars
Agriculture & Veterinary Sciences 03

Arts & Humanities 06

Biological & medical sciences 11

Business education 09

Engineering & technology 94

Physical sciences 16

Social sciences 08

Grand Total 147

Details of scholarship awarding universities in Turkiye are attached as Annex-A.

Click here for Annexure ] ] ]
(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

87. *MS. NAEEMA KISHWAR KHAN
Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that permissions for establishment of Private Schools are granted in the
safe, calm and in the less traffic areas;

b) whether it is also a fact that permissions have been granted for establishment of Private
Schools in the busy/rush areas of Blue Area and G-6, Aabpara, Islamabad;

¢) details of the numbers of students per room and size of the class rooms, reasons for non
availability of the playgrounds in the above mentioned schools; and


Muhammmad Aatif
Click here for Annexure
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d) if so, the details and action taken against the responsible functionaries for granting
permissions in the traffic rush areas, putting lives of the children in danger?

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training (Dr. Khalid Magbool
Siddiqui): (a) ldeally, permission of establishment of private schools are preferably granted in safe,
calm and less traffic areas of Islamabad. For the said purpose, ICT-PEIRA performs its functions under
Section 5 of Islamabad Capital Territory Private Educational Intuitions (Registration and Regulation)
Act, 2013 (Annex-A) and Rules made thereunder i.e. Private Educational Institutions (Registration,
Regulation and Promotion) Rules, 2024.

(b) Permissions for establishment of private schools are granted in view of shortage of public
schooling facility in the specific areas. As regards the vicinity of Blue Area, Sector G-6 and Abpara are
concerned, concentrated and dense population is residing in these areas with large number of flats /
high rise buildings. On the contrary, public schooling facility is insufficient to meet the required
demand of residents of these areas. Therefore, permission has been granted in these areas to private
schools to perform their operations. List of private schools operating in these areas is enclosed
(Annex-B), whereby, 6266 students are studying in 17 private schools.

(c) In an ideal situation, maximum thirty students are allowed with a room size of 432 square
feet. Non availability of play grounds in such private schools is due to paucity of space. However, the
management of these private schools frequently conducts their sports and extra-curricular activities in
nearby grounds of CDA as well as in Islamabad Sports Complex.

(d) As stated at Sr. No a, b and ¢ above.

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library)

88. *DR.SHAZIA SOBIA ASLAM SOOMRO

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state what measures the Government
will take to remove distortions in petroleum pricing and align the petroleum development levy
with International market trends?

(Reply not received)

89. *MR.USAMA AHMED MELA

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state the amount collected in the
Customs Command Fund thus far in this financial year alongwith details of expenditures thus
far?

Minister for Finance and Revenue (Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb): After completion of
all legal and procedural formalities, an amount of Rs. 600 million has recently been allocated under the
Customs Command Fund (CCF) for the financial year 2025-26. However, no expenditure has been
made from the CCF so far during the current FY (2025-26). However, in FY 2024-25, allocation was
Rs. 200 million which was spent for relevant operational requirements. Auditor General has already
been requested to audit the utilization of these funds.
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90. * MS. MUSSARAT RAFIQUE MAHESAR

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state:
a) what taxes and duties are currently imposed on essential commodities such as wheat flour,

sugar, edible oil, pulses, and other basic food items; and

b) whether the Government is considering reducing or rationalizing these taxes in order to

lower consumer prices?

Minister for Finance and Revenue (Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb): (a)

0il)

Customs
Description | PCT Code/HS | Customs Duty (CD) Additional Regulatory
Codes Customs Duty | Duty (RD)
(ACD)

Beef 02.01, 02.02 0% Nil Nil
Mutton 02.04 0% Nil Nil
Chicken 02.07 20% 4% Nil

Eggs 0407.1100 10% (CD 3% under Nil 10%

(Fertilized) Sr. No. 2, Pt-111 of
5th Sch)
Eggs (Fresh) 0407.2100 5% Nil 16%
Potatoes 0701.9000 0% Nil 20%
Tomatoes 0702.0000 0% (CD 5% under Nil Nil
Sr. No. 2, Pt-VIII of
5th Sch)
Onions 0703.1000 0% (CD 5% under Nil Nil
Sr. No. 2, Pt-VIII of
5th Sch)

Masoor Pulse 0% Nil Nil
Gram Pulse 0% Nil Nil
Mash Pulse 07.13 0% Nil Nil

Moong Pulse 0% Nil Nil

Wheat Grain 1001.1900 10% Nil Nil

1001.9900

Rice 10.06 10% Nil Nil

Wheat Flour 1101.0010 5% Nil 20%

Soya-bean Oil 1507.1000 Rs. 10,550/MT 2% Nil

(Crude)
Soya-bean Oil 1507.9000 Rs. 11,700/MT 2% Nil

(Other)
Vegetable 1517.9000 Rs. 10,800/MT Nil 10%

Ghee

Cooking Oil 1511.1000 Rs. 8,000/MT 2% Nil
(Crude Palm

Oil)

Cooking Oil 1511.9020 Rs. 10,800/MT 2% Nil
(RBD Palm
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White 1701.9910 20% 4% Nil
Crystaline
Cane Sugar
Sales Tax and Federal Excise

Sr. Items Sales Tax | FED
1 Wheat Exempt Nil
2 Wheat Flour Exempt Nil
3 Vegetable Ghee 18% Nil
4 Cooking Oil 18% Nil
5 Tea 18% Nil
6 Chicken (unbranded) Exempt Nil
7 Rice Exempt Nil
8 Sugar 18% Nil
9 Milk (unbranded) Exempt Nil
10 Fruits and  Vegetables | Exempt Nil
(unbranded)

11 Meat (Unbranded) Exempt Nil
12 Spices (Unbranded) Exempt Nil
13 Turmeric (Unbranded) Exempt Nil
14 Ginger (Unbranded) Exempt Nil
15 Powdered Milk 18% Nil
16 Ready made food 18% Nil
17 Pulse Gram Exempt Nil
18 Pulse Masoor Exempt Nil
19 Pulse Mash Exempt Nil
20 Pulse Moong Exempt Nil
21 Petrol Super Exempt Nil
22 Hi-Speed Diesel Exempt Nil
23 Electricity Charges 18% Nil
24 Gas Charges 18% Nil
25 Tomatoes Exempt Nil
26 Onions Exempt Nil
27 Potatoes Exempt Nil
28 Drug & Medicines 1%

Income Tax
Under the provisions of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001, essential commodities such as wheat
flour, sugar, edible oil, pulses and other basic foods items are not directly subject to income tax as
goods. Rather, taxation applies to the income of persons engaged in their import, manufacture,
processing, and trading. In this regard:

Q) Agricultural Produce: Income derive from the cultivation of crops such as wheat, rice,
and pulses falls outside the scope of federal income tax in terms of the Constitution and
is subject to provincial taxation.

(i) Import Stage: Advance tax at the rate of 5.5% of the import value as increased by
customs-duty, sales tax and federal excise duty and 6% of the import value as increased
by customs duty, sales tax and federal excise duty in case of a commercial importer
shall be collected under section 148 of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001 at the time of
import, by persons importing goods classified in Part-111 of the Twelfth Schedule of the
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Ordinance. However, reduced rates or exemptions may be notified for essential food
items to avoid undue price impact.

(iii)  Supply Chain (Manufacturers/Traders): Individuals and AOP’s receiving payments
on account of supply/sale of rice, cotton seed or edible oils the rate of withholding tax
@ 1.5% shall be applicable under section 153(1)(a) of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001.
Withholding tax under section 153 applies to payments for the supply of goods. These
taxes are generally adjustable against their tax liability.

(iv)  Minimum Tax Regime : Persons engaged in trading of such commodities may be
subject to minimum tax on turnover under section 113, where applicable.

(v) Final Tax Regimes / Reduced Rates: In certain cases, the Government has prescribed
concessional or final tax regimes for specific sectors dealing with essential commodities
to ease compliance and reduce the effective tax burden.

2. Persons not appearing on the Active Taxpayers List are subject to 100% increased rate of tax

at the import stage as per the Tenth Schedule to the Ordinance.

(b) The Government continues to monitor market conditions and may take appropriate
measures to rationalize the tax burden in order to protect consumers while maintaining fiscal stability.

91. *MS. ALIYA KAMRAN
Will the Minister for Commerce be pleased to state:

a) whether the Government has reviewed Pakistan's Free Trade and Preferential Trade
Agreements to assess their impact on exports, Industrial competitiveness and the trade balance;
if so, the findings thereof;

b) whether it is a fact that several agreements were signed without adequate domestic
industrial capacity, supply-chain readiness, or compliance capability, resulting in import led
growth and weak export performance; if so, the reasons therefor;

c) whether the Government acknowledge that weak alignment between trade concessions and
industrial policy, poor enforcement of rules of origin, and limited utilization of tariff concessions
have undermined the effectiveness of these agreements;

d) whether the Government has evaluated the actual market access obtained under the major
agreements, including China Pakistan Free Trade Agreement (CPFTA), in terms of products
Pakistan can export at scale; and

e) what concrete measures are being adopted to link future trade agreements with industrial
reforms, export competitiveness and measurable performance benchmarks?

Minister for Commerce (Jam Kamal Khan): (a) Pakistan has entered into several bilateral
Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) and Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs) to date. FTAs and PTAS
generally have an in-built clause for review within the agreement and hence periodic review is carried
out with partner countries. The details of these FTAs/PTAs are as under:

. Malaysia-Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership (MPCEPA): The agreement is
operational since 2008. There is a Joint Review Committee under MPCEPA, which held
its last meeting in May 2025. As agreed by the JRC, MPCEPA is currently
comprehensively being reviewed to ensure its continued relevance and coherence with
evolving trade dynamics and international best practices and to accommodate new and
emerging areas of cooperation such as supply chain resilience, digital trade, SMEs, and
the green economy. The last meeting for review was held on January 26, 2026.

ii. China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement: After second phase of CPFTA
operationalized in 2020, the difficulties in fully utilizing market access are currently
being discussed with Chinese side. A meeting was held in this regard on February 26,
2026 where concerns of Pakistan were shared with the Chinese side. It may be added
here that China runs a trade surplus with all its trading partners.
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iii. Indonesia Pakistan Preferential Trade Agreement: As a result of review of IPPTA,
Indonesia granted unilateral market concession of zero duty to Pakistan on 20 additional
items in 2019. The two sides are currently engaging for further deepening of trade
concessions through negotiation of a CEPA. A meeting was held in this regard on
January 29, 2026.

In case of Indonesia, it may be noted that our major import from Indonesia remains
palm oil, and the trade deficit varies due to its inelastic demand compared to the items
being exported to Indonesia.

v, PSFTA: Operationalized in 2005, PSFTA has resulted in consistent trade surplus in
favor of Pakistan. The latest meeting to discuss issues under PSTFA was held in
Colombo on 28 January 2026, under the auspices of the Secretary Level Talks (8th
meeting).

V. Uzbekistan Pakistan Preferential Trade Agreement: Uzbekistan Pakistan
Preferential Trade Agreement covers trade in goods. Under the Agreement each country
has given concessions to other on seventeen (17) items. Both sides signed protocol on
5™ Feb 2026, adding 29 additional items in the Preferential Trade Agreement. However,
the Protocol of expansion is not implemented yet.

The volume of bilateral trade between Pakistan and Uzbekistan is increasing
substantially after signing of the Preferential Trade Agreement, with trade surplus in
favour of Pakistan.

Vi, Azerbaijan-Pakistan  Preferential Trade Agreement: Azerbaijan  Pakistan
Preferential Trade Agreement covers trade in goods. Under the Agreement each country
has given concessions to other on nine (9) items.

With the Signing of Azerbaijan and Pakistan Preferential Trade Agreement Pakistan has
surplus trade with Azerbaijan.

vii.  Pakistan-Turkiye Trade in Goods Agreement: The Agreement covers trade in goods.
Turkiye has extended concessions to Pakistan on 261 Tariff lines while Pakistan has
extended Turkish side concessions in 130 Tariff Lines. Both sides are negotiating
expansion of the PTA.

Historically, Pakistan has a trade deficit with Turkiye, which remained after signing Trade in
Goods Agreement. Turkiye has imposed stringent non-tariff barriers on import of many
products with export potential from Pakistan, which is one of the reasons behind the
trade deficit.

It may be noted that when a smaller country signs a PTA or FTA with a larger country, the
export of both countries increases. However, the exports of the larger partner increases more as it
generally possess more mature industrial base and economies of scale, producing goods at a lower unit
cost. The impact on exports and trade balance is placed at Annex-A. Impact on Industrial
competitiveness is domain of Ministry of Industries.

(b) No, the agreements were finalized and negotiated/ signed after multiple consultations with
stakeholders in public and private sectors including Ministry of Industries, Engineering Development
Board, Ministry of National Food Security, Ministry of Science and Technology, Federal Board of
Revenue, National Tariff Commission, Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Trade Associations,
Sectoral Councils, importers and exporters of product sectors etc. The tariff concessions are sought and
given with complete input of the relevant industry. To protect our industry, a Sensitive List is prepared
in consultation with all these public and private stakeholders on which no concessions are conceded, to
protect local industry. However, it is important to underscore, that high imports and weak exports
cannot be attributed solely to the provisions of the trade agreement, as a range of internal, external and
structural factors also contribute to the imbalance.
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For example, transportation cost and mode is a very important factor in exports. Central Asia,
Iran and Afghanistan have traditionally been very important for exports of Pakistan agricultural
products like rice, meat, kinnow, potatoes, mangoes, sesame seed etc. However, since closure of
borders with Afghanistan, despite PTA/EHP trade has come to a halt. Trade with CARs has declined
drastically despite PTAs, as it was transported through Afghanistan corridor. After lran-USA War,
Iranian corridor is almost closed as well and sea shipments have become extremely expensive, hurting
exports and disrupting supply chains. Similar situation was faced during covid 19 pandemic. Similarly,
presence of banking channel is extremely important, competitor’s concessions/ agreements are also
important. Domestic factors like cost of energy, stability, exchange rate, policy rate etc. all affect
exports along with external factors.

In order to encourage investment in the country, sometimes such items are included which may
not have a strong industrial base at the moment, but may fetch foreign investment due to concessionary
market access available. Pakistan's objective for liberalization is driven by broader industrial policy
considerations, including attracting foreign investment, facilitating industrial relocation and promoting
value-added exports. The objective is to signal to global investors that Pakistan offers a viable platform
for producing goods destined for the many other markets duty-free.

If Pakistan chooses to wait for "perfect” industrial readiness before signing agreements, it risks
permanent exclusion from global value chains. Pakistan’s competitors are aggressively pursuing Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs) with major hubs. Pakistan cannot compete if its products face a 10-15%
tariff while a competitor’s identical product enters a market duty-free. This results in existing market
share is taken away by competitors who have secured better terms.

Agreements are signed after months and years of negotiations in consultation with relevant
stakeholders as mentioned above. For its part, these trade agreements are in line with the Trade Policy
or Strategic Trade Policy Framework, which is an all-encompassing policy impacting the overall trade
environment of the country. Limited utilization of trade concessions can arise out of multiple factors
such as price competitiveness, NTBs, compliance costs, proximity, cost of transportation, logistics, etc.
Hence it is not correct to attribute effectiveness of trade agreements to above factors only.

(c) Currently, out of over 7500 items at HS 8, Pakistan exports only 50% of them, whereas
imports 80% of them. In FTAs, all items have to be covered, but our utilization capacity is constrained.
In PTAs, existing and potential products are covered, but sometimes, the concessions could not be
utilized. E.g in trade with Azerbaijan, main problem is absence of banking channel, through Iranian
corridor, resultantly taking long route through Poti port of Georgia with long time and high cost of
transportation.

For all of these trade agreements, Certificate of Origin are issued by govt agencies on both
sides and efforts are underway to have them issued and exchanged electronically as well. Enforcement
is by Customs not by Ministry of Commerce, the rules are well enforced and no concessions are given
if importer does not submit COO under the agreement.

(d) Pakistan has different level of market access under its FTAS/PTAS. In general, effort is
made to include all items of export strength in trade agreements. However, the actual market access
availed remains dependent on various factors. Actual market access is often restricted not by tariffs,
but by stringent Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures and technical standards. Many local
industries operate at low capacity or face high domestic input costs (energy and credit), preventing
them from achieving the volumes necessary to achieve scale.

(e) The future trade agreements are being negotiated after feasibility studies by 3" parties like
FPCCI or PBC etc. with a further stakeholder consultation for the study.
The ongoing negotiations on trade agreements are being conducted after extensive stakeholder
consultations with exporters, industry, associations, chambers of commerce and relevant
government departments to evaluate sector-wise export potential, domestic industrial readiness and
possible impacts on local industry.
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Under the Strategic Trade Policy Framework (STPF) 2020-25, market access has been
identified as a key driver of export competitiveness. New trade agreements are being negotiated
carefully to secure market access for value-added products while protecting domestic industry.

Under STPF, a dedicated negotiation cell has been proposed in the Ministry to conduct
objective assessments of trade agreements, strengthen negotiation capacity and ensure better utilization
of concessions through awareness programmes, export diversification initiatives and targeted
engagement in new markets.

National Compliance Centre (NCC) has been established to facilitate compliance with
international standards, bridge global trade laws and help Government to identify sectors where
Pakistan has export potential, assess utilization of tariff concessions, and propose corrective measures
or renegotiations of Trade Agreements, where required.

| Clickhere for Annexure |

92. * MS. NATASHA DAULTANA
Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training be pleased to state:

a) what is the current number of out-of-school children in Pakistan, province-wise;

b) what annual targets have been set out to reduce this figure;

c¢) what percentage of GDP is currently allocated to the education sector;

d) how does it compare with regional benchmarks;

e) whether any impact assessment has been conducted regarding the implementation of the
Single National Curriculum; if so, findings thereof; and

f) what is the student-to-teacher ratio in public schools across provinces and whether it meets
international standards?

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training (Dr. Khalid Magbool
Siddiqui): (a) Number of Out-of-School Children (OOSC) in Pakistan:

Province/ Region Total OOSC (Age 5-16)
Punjab 9.60 million

Sindh 7.82 million

KP 4.92 million
Balochistan 2.94 million

ICT 0.09 million

Pakistan 25.37 million

Source: 7th Population Census 2023, PBS, Islamabad

(b) According to the National Action Plan (approved by IPEMC), the following are the year-
wise targets:

Year OOSC Targets
2026 4.59

2027 5.29

2028 4.38

2029 4.30

2030 4.21

Total 22.76

(c) & (d) Source: National Action Plan, MOFE&PT, Islamabad
Year Expenditure on Education
as percentage of GDP
2024-25* 0.8%
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* Provisional data for July 2024 to March 2025

Source: Pakistan Economic Survey 202425,

Finance Division, Islamabad

Country / Benchmark Expenditure  on Education as

percentage of GDP

Pakistan 0.8%

UNESCO Institute for | 4-6%

Statistics (UIS)

recommendation

Source: Pakistan Economic Survey 202425, Finance Division, Islamabad
https://www.uis.unesco.org/sites/default/file s/medias/fichiers/2025/07/Metadata-FFAl.a.gdp .pdf

(e) The National Curriculum Council Wing (NCCW) developed and notified the Single
National Curriculum (SNC) in 2020, which was subsequently renamed as the National Curriculum of
Pakistan (NCP) 2022-23. The NCP covers all compulsory and elective subjects from Early Childhood
Education (ECE) to Grade 12. The provinces were actively engaged and taken on board throughout
this process.

The curriculum is a living document that is periodically reviewed and updated in light of
feedback and emerging educational trends. In this context, NCCW conducted comprehensive policy
dialogues across the country during June-July 2025 to identify challenges in the implementation of the
NCP. In the study mixed approach qualitative and quantitative was adopted. Findings are as under: -

e Aligned with national educational goals

e Promotes 21st century competencies.

e Promotes higher order thinking skills

e Suggested assessment activities are aligned with curriculum objectives
Addresses societal needs.

e Focuses on holistic development of learners

e Some subjects are overloaded, such as Islamiat and Chemistry at the SSC level.

e Repetition of SLOs across subjects.

e Indigenous knowledge, local economies, and regional languages are underrepresented,

particularly at the primary level.

e Textbooks are not standardized/content overload in textbooks

e Current assessment practices hinder the realization of NCP objectives, especially those

related to 21st-century skills.

e Multi grade and multi subject teaching.

e Teachers are overburdened with multiple assignments including administrative

assignments.

e Teachers lack adequate training for the effective implementation of the NCP

e Insufficient infrastructure and administrative support.

Based on feedback and recommendations received from the provinces, NCCW undertook the
rationalization of core subject curricula (Urdu, English, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology,
Computer Science, and General Science) for Grades 9-12. Furthermore, the NCCW organized the
National Curriculum Summit 2026 on February 11-12, 2026, to build national consensus on
curriculum reforms.

(f) Pupil-Teacher Ratio in public schools Primary to Higher Secondary:


https://www.uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/medias/fichiers/2025/07/Metadata-FFA-1.a.gdp_.pdf
https://www.uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/medias/fichiers/2025/07/Metadata-FFA-1.a.gdp_.pdf
https://www.uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/medias/fichiers/2025/07/Metadata-FFA-1.a.gdp_.pdf
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Province/Region PTR
Punjab 36
Sindh 31
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 31
Balochistan 20
AJ&K 18
Gilgit Baltistan 25
ICT 30
Pakistan 32

Source: Pakistan Education Statistics 2023-24, PIE, Islamabad

93. * MR. MUHAMMAD MOIN AAMER PIRZADA

Will the Minister for Economic Affairs be pleased to state the details of the foreign loan/funds
Aids etc, received from different Countries Banks and Organizations and its utilizations in the
projects of Karachi and Hyderabad during the last three years?

Minister for Economic Affairs (Senator Ahad Khan Cheema): Details of the foreign
loan/funds aids etc. received from different development partners in the projects of Karachi and
Hyderabad during the last three years is placed at (Annex-1). Moreover, Executive Agencies
implementing partners that is Federal Ministries/Divisions/Provincial Governments are utilizing these
funds. Therefor Ministry of Economic Affairs does not have the detail of the utilization of funds.

Click here for Annexure
(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

94. *MR. ANJUM AQEEL KHAN

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training be pleased to state what
strategy is being evolved to identify out-of-school children and ensure their immediate
enrollment in Islamabad in view of the fact that Pakistan has an alarming number of out-of-
school children particularly in Islamabad?

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training (Dr. Khalid Maqgbool
Siddiqui): Under the Prime Minister’s National Education Emergency, the Federal Government has
launched a comprehensive and structured “No Child Left Behind Campaign (2026)” in Islamabad
Capital Territory to ensure complete identification, enrollment, and retention of Out-of-School
Children (OOSC).

This initiative is being implemented through an integrated ICT Action Plan with the following
key components:

Key Measures:

1. No Child Left Behind Initiative (2026) — Core Strategy

e Door-to-door household surveys across all Union Councils of Islamabad.

o Identification, verification, and mapping of Out-of-School Children at household
level.

e Targeted enrollment of approximately 25,000 children into the formal and non-
formal education system.

o Real-time digital tracking of each identified child to ensure follow-up until
admission.

2. Digital Identification & Data Integration
o Geo-tagged household surveys for accurate mapping of OOSC.
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e Integration with NFEMIS Portal for real-time registration, monitoring, and
reporting.
o Centralized dashboard for continuous tracking of enrollment progress.

3. Immediate Enroliment Mechanism
o Admission of identified children in nearby public sector schools against available
capacity.
o Operationalization of second shift/evening shift schools where required.
o Establishment and strengthening of Non-Formal Education (NFE) centres.
o Implementation of Accelerated Learning Programs (ALPs) for over-age and out-of-
school children.
4. Retention and Continuity Measures
e Provision of free textbooks and learning materials.
e Attendance monitoring system with dropout alerts and rapid response mechanisms.
o Engagement of parents, communities, and local leaders for sustained enrollment.
e Incentive-based support mechanisms to reduce dropouts.

95. *MR. TAHIR IQBAL

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state whether certain dormant accounts
have remained unclaimed by heirs, if so, what is the total amount presently held in said accounts
in each bank at present?

Minister for Finance and Revenue (Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb): As per section 31 of
Banking Company Ordinance 1962, a debt payable in Pakistan currency or any other currency owed by
a banking company by reason of a deposit, not being a deposit in the name of a minor or a Government
or a court of law, in respect of which no transaction has taken place and no statement of account has
been requested or acknowledged by the creditor during a period of fifteen years, are considered
unclaimed deposits. Further, all banks/DFIs in Pakistan are required to surrender these unclaimed
deposits to SBP as per the said clause.

Likewise, funds related to all the instruments (e.g. Pay Order, Demand Drafts, Bankers
Cheques, etc.) that have not been paid during the period of 15 years are also required to be surrendered
to SBP. The unpaid funds related to instruments issued in favor of government, are also required to be
surrendered to SBP.

List of accounts surrendered by each bank along with particulars of the account holders is
published on SBP website as well as on the website of the relevant banks. The year wise list of
unclaimed accounts/ funds can be accessed at the SBP website.

The amounts which are surrendered to SBP are allowed to be claimed back by the account
holders / legal heirs. The claimants lodge their claims through their respective banks. The banks, after
scrutiny and due diligence forward the claims to SBP, which are then paid to the claimants.

It may be noted that total amount available with SBP related to Unclaimed Deposits
surrendered by banks as of April 27, 2026 is Rs. 100.59 billion. List of accounts surrendered by each
bank along with particulars of the account holders is published on SBP website as well as on the
website of the relevant banks.

96. * MR.USAMA AHMED MELA
Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives be pleased to state:

a) how many new Public Sector Development Program (PSDP) schemes have been awarded
via the Government to Government format during the last three years; and

b) the details of all such schemes including total project cost and any subsequent revisions?

(Reply not received)
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97. *MR. TAHIR IQBAL
Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state:

a) the obstacles to interest free transactions alongwith the steps being taken to remove the said
obstacles; and

b) the amount of interest that has to be paid for investment and transactions with foreign
countries;

c) whether there is any form of barter system to avoid interest alongwith the detail thereof?

Minister for Finance and Revenue (Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb): (a) Islamic banking
in Pakistan has witnessed consistent growth in the last two decades and has emerged as a significant
component of Pakistan’s financial system. As of December 2025, Islamic banking assets represented
23 percent of the overall banking industry, while deposits accounted for a larger portion at 28 percent.

The sector’s share in total financing reached 38 percent, underscoring its growing presence.
Currently, 6 full-fledged Islamic banks along with 15 conventional banks having Islamic banking
branches are offering Islamic financial services in Pakistan. Spread across 146 districts throughout
Pakistan, the branch network of the Islamic banking industry consists of 7,562 branches and 2,932
Islamic windows i.e. dedicated counters at conventional branches.

Furthermore, currently two digital banks are also providing Islamic financial services (one as a
full-fledged Islamic bank while the other through Islamic window operations). These indicators
highlight not only the industry’s sustained progress but also its deeper integration into Pakistan’s
financial architecture. The consistent growth in key Islamic banking indicators and the expanding
branch network demonstrate both the sector’s outreach and the increasing consumer preference in
Pakistan.

Despite witnessing this significant growth there are challenges faced by the Islamic banking
industry that need to be resolved. Accordingly, amongst others, the major obstacles to interest free
transactions include the following:

o Limited availability of Shariah compliant Government securities for liquidity management

of Islamic banking institutions and conversion of existing conventional debt into Islamic

e Shortage of qualified Islamic finance professionals, who can lead the industry into the next

level of growth and development

While SBP has historically been taking several steps to create a conducive and enabling
regulatory environment, SBP along with Government of Pakistan and other stakeholders has
undertaken the major initiatives which are placed at Annex-A.

(b) Quarterly data on interest payments on debt and repatriation of profits/ dividends for the
last one and half years is as below:
The historical data on Pakistan’s external debt and liabilities servicing and income on
investment is available at following links:
1. Pakistan External Debt/Liabilities Servicing https: // www. sbp. org. pk / ecodata /
pakdebtsvr_Arch.xls
2. Repatriation of Profit/ Dividend on Foreign Investment-By Sector https: // www. sbp.
org. pk / ecodata / Repatriation (Archive).xls
Furthermore, Interest payments on External Debt and Repatriation of Profit/ Dividend on
Foreign Investment is at Annex-B.

(c) Barter trade refers to the direct exchange of goods or services without the use of money.
From an Islamic perspective, such transactions are permissible, as they are based on real, asset backed
exchange and avoid Riba (interest). Accordingly, barter arrangements are allowed provided they are
fair, transparent, and free from excessive uncertainty or exploitation. At present, there is no formal or
large-scale barter system operating within Pakistan’s financial or banking sector. Most domestic and
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international transactions continue to be conducted through monetary channels supported by the
banking system, ensuring standardization, transparency, and alignment with global financial practices.

However, the Government of Pakistan, through the Ministry of Commerce, has introduced a
limited barter-based trade facilitation mechanism vide SRO 642(1)/2023 dated June 1, 2023, for
Business-to-Business (B2B) transactions with Iran, Afghanistan, and Russia, particularly in cases
where conventional banking channels are constrained due to international sanctions. This framework
has subsequently been refined through SRO 1989(1)/2025 dated October 17, 2025 to address
operational challenges and improve implementation (Annex-C & *Annex-D ).

It is pertinent to note that such barter arrangements operate outside the formal financial system;
hence, the State Bank of Pakistan does not have a direct operational role in these transactions. The
facilitation, regulation, and policy framework for such arrangements fall within the domain of the
Ministry of Commerce, including any bilateral or multilateral trade mechanisms.

Click here for Annexure . . .
(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Lirabry)

98. * MR. MUHAMMAD MOIN AAMER PIRZADA

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state the year-wise details of the
income, and taxes paid by Pakistan International Airlines Corporation (PIAC) and other Private
Airlines in the Pakistan during the last three years?

(Reply not received)

99. * DR. SHARMILA FARUQUI
Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state:

a) why experts warn a sustained oil shock could cost Pakistan 1.5 percent of GDP, with the
external sector facing a Dollar 12-14 billion shock if oil reaches Dollar 120-150 per barrel, yet the
Government maintains only ""‘minor impacts™ and has not revised the Dollar 2.2 billion FY 26
current account deficit target;

b) whether petroleum levies contribute over Rs 1,000 billion annually to the budget, yet daily
fuel price adjustments are argued to reduce hoarding and improve fiscal discipline; and

c) what specific mechanism ensures that increased revenue from higher petroleum levies
during price spikes is transparently accounted for and directed toward protecting vulnerable
household rather than lost to inefficiencies?

Minister for Finance and Revenue (Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb): (a) Pakistan’s
petroleum imports are around one-fourth of its total import bill. During Jul-Mar FY2026, these
accounted for 22.2 percent. Given the share, the current account is sensitive to changes in oil prices.

However, in first nine months of FY2026, the current account has registered a surplus of $8
million, supported by 8.2 percent growth in workers’ remittances to reach $30.3 billion and IT exports
that increased by 19.8 percent reaching $3.4 billion.

In March 2026, the current account recorded a surplus of $1.1 billion. Despite high volatility in
the oil prices, average Brent crude in March 2026 was recorded at $103.7 per barrels.

The latest external account position remains broadly consistent with the NEC-approved
external sector framework reflected in the Annual Plan 2025-26. The Annual Plan envisages a
contained current account deficit of around $2.1 billion, equivalent to about 0.5 percent of GDP, and
remittances to around US$39.4 billion. In addition, foreign exchange reserve position remains strong.
As of 30th April2026, these were recorded at $21.3 billion. Additional deposits of $3 billion have been
received from Saudi Arabia, along with an extension in terms of the earlier $5 billion deposits and the
government has successfully issued Eurobonds in the international market. IMF EFF program remains
on track. These factors ensure the strengthening of our external buffers to sustain any current account
pressures that may materialize in the future if the conflict in the Middle East prolongs.
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Amid a volatile and evolving situation in the Middle East, the downside risks persist. The
impact has remained contained so far, and it is expected to remain within the target range for FY2026.
However, if the shock persists and materially alters the external outlook, projections will be updated
through the normal macroeconomic framework review process during the upcoming APCC and NEC
meetings before the Budget FY2026-27.

The government is closely monitoring the situation and taking timely and proactive measures to
mitigate the impact of these shocks. Under the directives of the Prime Minister, a high- level
committee has been established to monitor daily petroleum supply, secure additional cargoes, and
prevent supply disruptions, along with fuel conservation and austerity measures.

(b) Collection from petroleum levy is dependent on the consumption of petroleum products. In
CFY, an amount Rs. 1,342 billion has been collected for the period July 2025 to April, 2026.

(c) The collection is reported by Petroleum Division, and becomes part of the Federal
Consolidated Fund (FCF) of the Federal Government, wherein all tax and non-tax revenues are
deposited. Expenditure from the FCF is undertaken as approved in the annual budget by the National
Assembly. The approved expenditure in the Budget also includes spending to protect vulnerable
households through various programs, including Benazir Income Support Program, which for FY 2026
is budgeted at Rs. 716 billion.

Furthermore, in the wake of rising fuel prices, the Government has introduced "Energy Relief
Plan" to provide targeted subsidies to vulnerable groups. Under this plan, subsidy is being provided to
motorcycles, public freight and transport, railways and small farmers.

100. *MS. MAHTAB AKBAR RASHDI
Will the Minister for National Heritage and Culture Division be pleased to state:

a) whether recent restoration work at Taxila, including Mohra Moradu and Sirkap had
involved the use of cement in violation of accepted conservation standards; if so, details thereof;

b) whether the Government has taken notice of concerns raised by UNESCO regarding
improper conservation practices at Taxila;

c) if so, what corrective measures have been taken;

d) whether any independent technical audit has been conducted to assess the quality of
restoration work at Taxila; if not, reasons thereof;

e) what is the total budget allocated for the Taxila preservation projects and how much has
been utilized so far;

f) whether lack of expertise and coordination among relevant authorities has contributed to
unprofessional restoration practices;

g) if so, what accountability measures have been taken?

Minister for National Heritage and Culture Division (Mr. Aurangzeb Khan Khichi): (a)
In the wake of 18" Constitutional Amendment 2010, the heritage sites along with allied institutions are
devolved to provinces. Heritage sites of Taxila valley are under the Punjab and KPK Archaeology
Departments according to their geographical locations. The conservation work is carried out by Punjab
Archaeology Department as the administrative control of Mohra Muradu and Sirkap archaeological
sites is with them.

However, the Department of Archaeology & Museums (DOAM), Islamabad working under the
administrative control of National Heritage & Culture Division (NH&CD) has communicated with the
Punjab Archaeology Department for exact information about the matter. Punjab Archaeology
Department responded directly to World Heritage Centre in the matter and shared copy with DOAM
(Annex-1).
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(b) Permanent Delegate apprised NH&CD about the conservation problems at Taxila sites.
DoAM has communicated the concerns of World Heritage Center and UNESCO about the
conservation of two archaeological sites in Taxila to Punjab Archaeology Department. Punjab
Archaeology Department responded directly to World Heritage Centre in the matter and shared copy
with DOAM (Annex-Il).

(c) DoAM apprised Archaeology Department of Punjab about the concerns of World Heritage
Centre but instead of responding to DOAM, Punjab Archaeology Department has communicated with
World Heritage Center and Permanent Delegate directly and shared copy with DOAM (Annex-I1l).

(d) DoAM has proposed to NH&CD to ask Punjab Archaeology Department to constitute a
Committee comprising of national and international archaeologists and conservators to check the
quality of restoration work at Taxila heritage sites. The Committee will ascertain the exact situation at
the conservation site and will propose appropriate remedial steps.

In this regard NH&CD had convened a high level meeting (Annex-1V) in the matter in which
all stake holders were invited. The meeting was initially convened on 15" of April, 2026 then re-
scheduled for 21% of April, 2026 but could not be held due to work from home orders of Cabinet
Division. Meeting will be held in coming days to sort out the matter.

(e) The DoAM has no information regarding allocation of funds to Taxila as all conservation
work on these sites is being carried out by Punjab Archaeology Department. The information can be
taken from Punjab Archaeology Department, Government of the Punjab.

(f) DoAM raised objections of non-inclusion of expert opinion of professional conservator in
the matter of conservation of Mohra Muradu and Sirkap sites. Punjab Archaeology Department has not
responded in the matter as they attached professional opinions of archaeologists in the conservation
methodology lacking in put of conservation executer.

(g) Accountability measures will be taken after holding a proposed high level meeting. The
meeting will be concluded in proposing a Committee to ascertain the exact information about the
conservation work being carried out.

Click here for Annexure ] . .
Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library

101. * MS. SAMINA KHALID GHURKI
Will the Minister for Commerce be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that Pakistan has exported different items of edibles to Middle East
Countries (Kuwait, Qatar, UAE, Oman, Bahrain, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia) during recent Iran,
Israil War;

b) total quantity of all items exported to these countries and total foreign exchange received to
Government; and

c¢) names of traders/companies who have exported these items?

Minister for Commerce (Jam Kamal Khan): (a) Pakistan is exporting various edible items to
Middle Eastern countries including Kuwait, Qatar, UAE, Oman, Bahrain, and the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. However, the conflict has significantly disrupted regional supply chains, which also impacted
Pakistan’s trade with GCC countries. During this crises Pakistan adopted a proactive approach by
engaging with the governments / private sector of these countries to assess and meet their food
requirements. However, due to disruptions in sea route, the exports to GCC countries have declined
69.7% in March 2026 compared to March 2025. Only perishable items like meat are being exported


Muhammmad Aatif
Click here for Annexure
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through air cargo. Moreover, the frequency of air freighters was increased to facilitate the continued
export of perishable and high demand food items.

(b) In March, 2026, Pakistan exported goods worth USD 95.43 Million to GCC countries
(Major products along with quantity exported in March are enclosed).

(c) Ministry of Commerce doesn't have access to the companies /exporters.

Click here for Annexure ] ] .
(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

102. * MR.JAMES IQBAL

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training be pleased to state the
percentage of the actually spent budget out of allocated education budget during the last Fiscal
Year and the significant progress achieved from the said utilization?

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training (Dr. Khalid Magbool
Siddiqui): During FY2024-25, the Federal Education & Professional Training Division under Grant
No. 36 was allocated a final budget of Rs. 39.833 Billion, which was fully utilized (100%).

Progress achieved:

For FY 2024-25, the Ministry ensured effective utilization of its budget through the
implementation of key education initiatives across ICT, including:

e The Prime Minister’s School Meal Program was implemented in 247 institutions, alongside

Health & Hygiene initiatives in 125 institutions.
e Technology-focused interventions included IT training centers, Digital Learning Hubs, and
STEAM, Robotics, and Al labs.

e The Education Voucher Programme was launched to bring Out-Of-School Children into the

education system.

e Atotal of 51 evening schools were established to address enrolment challenges.

e Infrastructure improvements included solarization of 100 schools and upgradation of public

schools and libraries.

e Computer labs were established in 226 girls’ schools to promote digital access.

e Student support initiatives included eye screening, a mental well-being helpline, and

provision of first aid facilities.

e The Prime Minister’s Free Pink Bus Service was introduced to facilitate safe transportation

for students.

e Early Childhood Education Centers and vocational training centers were established to

strengthen foundational and skills-based education.

e Technology parks and e-Rozgar centers were set up to enhance employability opportunities.

Overall, these initiatives have significantly improved access, quality, and digital integration in
education, aligning the sector with modern requirements and enhancing future employability of
students.

103. * SYEDA SHEHLA RAZA
Will the Minister for National Heritage and Culture Division be pleased to state:

a) what role does the Division played in fostering cultural diplomacy and how many countries
are being engaged during 2024 and 2025; and

b) if yes, the names of these countries and what achievements have been made so far?

Minister for National Heritage and Culture Division (Mr. Aurangzeb Khan Khichi): (a)
The Ministry plays a very critical role in fostering cultural diplomacy. Details of which are at Annex-
1. Moreover, in the years 2024 and 2025, 14 Agreements/Molls have been signed with 12 countries.
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(b) The details of the 14 Agreements/Molls signed with 12 countries is at Annex-Il.
Achievements have been made through cultural diplomacy in respect of various agreements / MoUs,
which are at Annex-1IIlI.

Click here for Annexure . . .
(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library)

104. * MR. MUHAMMAD MOBEEN ARIF
Will the Minister for Commerce be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that appointment at the position of Commercial and Trade Attachés are
also made on contract basis as well from private sector; and

b) details of contract based officers remuneration, qualification, copy of contract?

Minister for Commerce (Jam Kamal Khan): (a) The Ministry of Commerce administers
Sixty-Six (66) Pakistan's trade Missions abroad across Fifty-Four (54) countries. These Missions serve
as Pakistan’s principal interface with international trade and investment Partners. Each Mission is
headed by a Trade & Investment Officer (TIO). The selection of the TIOs is carried out through a
transparent and competitive process, strictly in accordance with the Policy Guidelines for the
Selection, Appointment and Posting of T10s-2024, duly approved by the Honorable Prime Minister.
(Annex-1).

In terms of Para-1(d) of the Policy Guidelines-2024, a minimum of 40%, 50% and 60% of the
vacancies in any particular selection cycle are reserved for BS-20, BS-19 and BS-18 officers of CTG
respectively. Whereas, officers from other Occupational Groups are selected against the remaining
vacancies. Furthermore, in terms of Para 1(f) of the Policy Guidelines-, ibid, 10% quota of TIO’s posts
has been allocated to the candidates from Pakistani Diaspora and Private Sector subject to fulfillment
of prescribed eligibility criteria. In case of non-availability of the suitable candidate against the posts
reserved for CTG and private sector / Pakistan diaspora, the successful public sector candidate from
general pool are appointed against these posts in order of merit.

All candidates from public and private sector are selected through a very competitive and
rigorous selection process. The said selection process involves written test and psychometric
assessment conducted by LUMS / IBA and subsequent interview of the candidates who qualified
written test by a Selection Board chaired by Minister Commerce and having Secretary Commerce,
Secretary MOFA, Secretary SIFC, CE TDAP and an expert from private sector as Members.

It is clarified that only candidates from private sector or Pakistani diaspora are appointed on
contract basis, that too, after they successfully compete and qualify through the transparent and merit-
based selection process. They join their respective posts after security clearance by Special Vetting
Agency (SVA) i.e. Investigation Bureau (IB) and completing pre-departure training at Pakistan
Institute of Trade & development (PITAD).

In the selection cycle (2024-2025), no candidate from the private sector was appointed as no
private sector candidate qualified the written test. However, the list of TIOs appointed from private
sector on contract basis during last Five (05) years is attached as Annex-II.

(b) The qualification requirements for appointment of TIOs from private sector / Diaspora have
been clearly defined in the eligibility criteria prescribed by the Policy Guidelines, 2024.
All officers posted to Pakistan’s Trade Missions abroad are entitled to the same pay packages and
benefits in accordance with the applicable rules and policies. There is no significant difference in
remuneration and perks of the officers appointed from the public sector and private sector.
A copy of the employment contract agreement with the private sector candidate is placed at
(Annex-111).

Click here for Annexure . . .
(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library)
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105. *MS. ASIYA NAZ TANOLLI
Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives be pleased to state:

a) whether any special schemes for skilled women have been included in SDG-related
programs; and

b) whether Taxila is included among the selected cities?

Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiative (Mr. Ahsan Igbal Chaudhary):
(a) As per record, no special scheme for skilled women is included in PSDP. However, an umbrella
program for skill development titled, "Prime Minister's Youth Skill Development Program™ is a Rs.
23.522 billion spanning four years (2023-27), aiming to skill 230,000 youth —including a significant
focus on women — through IT, industrial, and conventional trades for local and overseas employment.
These efforts have been formally integrated into the approved PC-1 of the Prime Minister's Youth Skill
Development Program (PMYSDP) for the period 2023-2026. The program aligns with the United
Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 5, 8, and 10, which focus on gender equality, decent
work, economic growth, and the reduction of inequalities.
Additionally, as per the approved PC-1 of the Prime Minister's Youth Skill Development Program
(202326), 40% of seats have been reserved for women to ensure their inclusion and promote gender
equality, enabling them to achieve financial independence while working from home.
Furthermore, in the light of SDGs 8 & 10, a purpose- built and functional day care centers have been
established across Ministries/Divisions to facilitate provision of level playing field for skilled women
in their employment and work.

(b) As per information received from NAVTTC, the detail of trainings being imparted by
NAVTTC in Taxila city are as under:
« PMYSDP (Batch-1):
0 No. of Institutes = 08,
0 No. of Trainees =540 .
* PMYSDP (Batch-11):
0 No. of Institutes = 18,
o No. of Trainees = 970
* Total:
0 No. of Institutes = 26,
0 No. of Trainees = 1,510

SAEED AHMAD MAITLA
Acting Secretary
Islamabad,
the 14" May, 2026
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22, MR. SHER AFZAL KHAN
Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that the teachers of Grade-17 and above of the Educational Institutions of
Federal Government 6 to 8 Sector 1-8, Islamabad, are transferred to the suburb/Rural areas of
Islamabad after three years; and

b) if so, the details of those teachers who have not been posted out?

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training (Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui): (a)
It is not fact that the teachers of Grade-17 and above of the Educational Institutions of Federal Government
6 to 8 Sector 1-8, Islamabad are transferred to the sub-rural/ rural areas of Islamabad after three years.
However, transfers and postings are presently banned.

(b) Nil.

23. SYED RAFIULLAH
Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training be pleased to state:

a) the prescribed criteria and procedure currently in place for the appointment of the Registrar in
the Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science and Technology;

b) whether these criteria were followed in letter and spirit in the appointment of the incumbent
Registrar;

c) the criteria and procedure actually adopted for the appointment of the incumbent Registrar;

d) whether the previous service record of the incumbent Registrar was taken into account before
his appointment, and if so, the details thereof;

e) whether it is correct that prior to his appointment, allegations of malpractice existed during his
service with previous employers, and if so, the details thereof;

f) whether any inquiry or investigation was conducted regarding such allegations and its outcome;
and

g) the steps taken or proposed to ensure transparency, merit, and corrective action in such
appointments?

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training (Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui): (a)
As per clause 13(1) of FUUAST Ordinance CX1X-2002, “There shall be a Registrar of the University to
be appointed by the Senate on the recommendation of the Vice-Chancellor, on such terms and conditions as
may be prescribed”.

The clause 13(2) defines that “The experience and professional and academic qualifications
necessary for appointment to the post of the Registrar shall be as may be prescribed”.

As per the clause 13(4) “The term of office of the Registrar shall be a renewable period of three

years”. (Relevant extract of FUUAST Ordinance is attached as Annex-A).

This is a tenured contractual position for a period of three years, extendable, and was advertised on
the direction of the Court, as it had remained vacant for a long time.

(b) & (c) The criteria were followed in letter and spirit in the appointment of the incumbent
registrar. The advertisement was published in March 2025.
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All received applications were checked by the Scrutiny committee and as per the laid-down criteria
given in the advertisement; he was eligible on the merit list for the position of Registrar.
The Selection board was held on September 1, 2025 and the recommendations of Selection Board
were approved in 51st Senate Meeting held on October 4, 2025. After the approval of Senate, the
appointment letter was issued (Relevant Record is attached as Annex-B).

(d) Dr. Syed Inayat Ali Shah has over 34 years of extensive administrative and teaching experience.
He is a retired Meritorious Professor (BPS-22) from the historic institution, Islamia College Peshawar (a
chartered public sector university). He is the only individual to have attained the position of Meritorious
Professor in this 114-year-old institution. Based on his distinguished administrative and academic record,
the Chancellor of the university appointed him as his representative on the Special Selection Board at UET
Peshawar and as a regular member of the Selection Board at Bacha Khan University, Charsadda, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, for a three-year term during 05-08-2022 to 04-08-2025.(The CV and the relevant documents
are attached as Annex-C)

(e) As per statement of Dr. Syed Inayat Ali Shah, he has never been involved in any malpractice.
(F) As per statement of Dr. Syed Inayat Ali Shah, there is no enquiry against him.

(g) All received applications were checked by the Scrutiny committee and as per the laid-down
criteria given in the advertisement; he was eligible on the merit list for the position of Registrar.

The Selection board was held on September 1, 2025 and the recommendations of Selection Board
were approved in 515 Senate Meeting held on October 4, 2025. After the approval of the Senate, the
appointment letter was issued.

((Annexures have been placed In the National Assembly Library)
lick here for Annexure

24. MS. SHAMAILA RANA
Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training be pleased to state:

a) the current enrollment ratio at Primary, Secondary, and Higher Secondary levels in Islamabad
Capital Territory;

b) the measures taken by the Government to improve the quality of public sector education and
teachers' training; and

¢) whether any reforms are underway to update curricula in line with modern and technological
needs?

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training (Dr. Khalid Maqgbool Siddiqui):
(a) Federal Directorate of Education is responsible to impart quality education through its 432 educational
institutions in Islamabad Capital Territory. FDE is providing equitable access to quality education for the
residents of ICT and adjoining areas. FDE is mandated to provide the formal education to the residents of
ICT. The existing enrollment of the academic year 2025-26 is as under (the enrollment of current academic
year 2026-27 shall be finalized after the completion of admission process):

Level Enrollment
Primary 111095
Middle 63048

Secondary 34768
High Secondary 30845
Total 239756
BS 4837
G. Total 244593
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(b) 1. The Federal Directorate of Education (FDE) has developed an internal Professional
Development Framework to provide continuous professional development to all
teachers and school leaders.

2. Under this framework, all teachers are required to complete mandatory training credit
hours during each promotion cycle.

3. The National Institute of Excellence in Teacher Education (NIETE) serves as a virtual
training institute, offering structured training programs to public school teachers in ICT
at various levels, ranging from beginner to experienced educators.

4. NIETE also provides in-class support to teachers through instructional coaches to further
enhance teaching practices.

(c) The National Curriculum Council Wing (NCCW) has developed and notified the National
Curriculum of Pakistan (NCP) 2022-23 for Early Childhood Education (ECE) through Grade 12, covering
all compulsory and elective subjects, in consultation with provincial experts from across the country. The
NCP is aligned with modern and technological needs, incorporating digital literacy, environmental
stewardship, and 215t Century skills.

The curriculum is a living document that is periodically reviewed and updated in light of feedback
and emerging educational trends. In this context, NCCW conducted comprehensive policy dialogues across
the country during June-July 2025 to identify challenges in the implementation of the NCP. Building on the
findings and recommendations from these dialogues, a series of nationwide consultative workshops were
held during October-November 2025.

Based on feedback and recommendations received from the provinces, NCCW undertook the
rationalization of core subject curricula (Urdu, English, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology,
Computer Science, and General Science) for Grades 9-12. Furthermore, the NCCW organized the National
Curriculum Summit 2026 on February 11-12, 2026, to build national consensus on curriculum reforms. The
reform process is currently underway.

25. DR.SHARMILA FARUQUI
Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state:
a) when was Medical and Conveyance Allowance of Federal Government employees last increased;
b) can a Government employee get any disease treated for the same amount of money;
c¢) does Government intends to increase these two allowances in the upcoming budget so that at
least Government employees are able to afford their treatment;
d) if no, the reasons thereof; and
e) if part (c) is yes, when and the details of increase to be made in aforesaid allowances?

Minister for Finance and Revenue (Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb): (a) The Medical and
Conveyance Allowances were last revised w.e.f.01-07-2015 and 01-07-2014 respectively.

(b) The medical allowance is in lieu of outdoor treatment only. The expenditures on Indoor
treatment as well as treatment of chronic diseases are fully borne by the Government.

(c), (d) & (e) At present no proposal for increase Conveyance and Medical' Allowances is under
consideration of the Federal. However, it depends resources available position of the Federal Government
during FY 2026-2027.
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26. SYEDA SHEHLA RAZA
Will the Minister for Commerce be pleased to state:
a) whether the Ministry has evacuated the performance of Trade Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAP) in the last year; and
b) if so, the achievements, gaps identified, and any structural reforms proposed?

Minister for Commerce (Jam Kamal Khan): (a) Performance of TDAP for the last year is placed
at Annexure-A.
Outcome of TDAP Flagship Events is placed at Annexure-B.

(b) Details of gaps identified and proposed structural reforms are placed at Annexure—C.

Click here for Annexure . ] ]
(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library)

27. SYEDA SHEHLA RAZA
Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state what measures will be taken to ensure
the budget's impact on poverty reduction and job creation?

Transferred to Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety
for answer on Next Rota Day.

28. MS. SHAHIDA BEGUM
Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that under the Federal Directorate of Education (FDE), Islamabad,
documents were recently sought from several Secondary School Teachers (Male/Female) for
promotion to the posts of Vice Principal (BS-18) under the four-tier promotion formula;

b) whether it is also a fact that subsequently, through another notification, names of several
teachers previously included were removed and replaced with relatively junior teachers;

c¢) if the aforementioned facts are correct, the reasons for this action alongwith complete details
thereof; and

d) whether the Government will take steps to conduct a transparent inquiry into this matter and
immediately halt any illegal or unfair proceedings?

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training (Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui): (a)
Yes, it is a fact that documents were recently sought from several Secondary School Teachers
(Male/Female) for promotion to the posts of Vice Principal (BS-18) under the four-tier promotion formula.

(b) Yes, it is a fact that documents were recently sought from several Secondary School Teachers
(Male/Female) for promotion to the posts of Vice Principal (BS-18) under the four-tier promotion formula.

(c) The list was updated in accordance with the recommendations of the committee constituted to
finalize the seniority list of Secondary School Teacher (Female) by deciding the departmental
representation submitted by the incumbents who were deferred by the DPC due to shortage of qualification
and their seniority order was required to be restored/ adjusted as per Civil Servants (Seniority) Rules, 1993.

(d) Stated as above.

SAEED AHMAD MAITLA
Acting Secretary
Islamabad,
the 14" May, 2026.
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STARRED NATIONAL ASSEMBLY QUESTION NO. 82

(04™ ROTA DAY, 27™ SESSION)

MS

QUESTIONED MOVED BY

. NATASHA DAULTANA MNA

ANSWERED BY
MR. JAM KAMAL KHAN
FEDERAL MINISTER FOR COMMERCE

Will the Minister for Commerce be pleased to

state:
a)

b)

d)

Whether it is a fact that the Ministry
has allowed duty-free import of cars
up to 1350cc for persons with
disabilities  under a  special
authorization scheme;

Whether any persons have actually
imported or purchased cars under this
duty-free authorization scheme;

The total number of beneficiaries who
have availed this facility so far; and

Whether the Ministry coordinates
with  FBR, Customs, Provincial
Excise Departments to ensure smooth
processing and registration of such
vehicles?

Yes, The Ministry of Commerce maintains a policy for the
import of duty free car not exceeding 1350cc for the
Pakistani nationals suffering from physical disability
excluding retarded/handicapped and old-age disability is
attached at Annex-I.

Relates to FBR. The Data, in this regard, has been requested
is attached at Annex-II. '

So far, in last three years 2024-2026 total (156) number of
authorization have been issued by Ministry of Commerce

No, the Ministry of Commerce does not coordinate in terms
of registration process. Furthermore, as per subject Policy,
Provincial Excise & Taxation Department provides a
Special Registration Number and Special Color Plates
maintaining "Disabled Persons Car" is attached at Annex-
111.
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No.1-6 (1)/201 1-Imp-11
Government of Pakistan
Ministry of Commerce

asitw

Islamabad, the 20™ October, 2020
OTIFICATION
Subject: IMPORT OF DUTY FREE CAR FOR DISABLED I‘ER§'QE§
I.  Eligibility

A Pakistani national suffering from physical disability (excluding mentally
relarded/handicapped and old age disability) may apply under the Disabled persons Scheme for
import, once in ten years, a new car not exceeding an engipe capacity of 1350cc for personal use
without payment of custom duties provided the applicant, hereinafter referred as the “disabled

person™:-

i. is deemed to be otherwise fit to drive a car j.e. he/she is not disabled due to
mental retardation/ illness (mental or physical)/old age etc. and that the disability
is such that can be overcome, for driving purposes, by fitting special gadgets
the car. '

il. possesses a valid driving license; .
iii.  has a monthly verifiable income between Rs. 20 and Rs. 200,0

iv.  has not imported a duty free car and/or has not purchased a locally manufactured
car at concessional rate of duty/ taxes during the last ten years.

v. has not been rejected by the board during last two years preceding the date of
application.

Explanation:-

a. Valid driving license means u Driviog license issued by an approptiate
authority to drive a car/jeep and does not include a leaner’s permit.

b. Verifiable income means such income on which income tax has been paid or
is so certified by appropriale revenue authorities in case of agricultural
income.

2. Procedure
i.  Valid driving license.
jii.  National Tax Number (NTN) Certificates and annual income tax retumns,

iii. Documents/Medical certificates/X-rays in support of declared disability.

Pagelof3
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v, gpccfi?l Computcl:ized National Identity cards for disabled persons/Disability

-ertificate 'by_NatlonnI Council for Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons (NCRDP)

or by Provincial Council for Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons (PCRDP) of the
Ministry of Social Wel(are.

V- The ‘disghlcd person may apply on prescribed application form to the Secretary
Provincial Health Deparument along with cerlified copies of the documents.

vi.  The applicant shall be examined and interviewed by the Provincial Committees
chaired by Secretary of the concerned Provincial Health Department. The
Con}nmtce shall nonmally meet when a sufficient number of applications are
received from disabled persons. The applicants belonging to Islamabad territory
may appear before the NCRDP.

vii.  The Comumittee shall approve, reject or defer the application as deemed fit by it.
viii.  The decision of the Committee shall be final,

ix.  Ministry of Commerce shall issue Impo'rt Authorization on recommendation of
Committee. The Authorization shall be valid for a period of one year for import
from date of issuance. Any alteration, amendment, over-writing etc. unless done
by the Ministry of Commerce shall invalidate the Authorization.

x.  The authorized disabled person shall furnish copies of import documents and
registration documents, within three months of imports.

Terms and Conditions

i.  Car imported against the Authorization shall be for personal use of the disabled
person and shall not be used for commercial purposes.

ii. ~ Only brand new car shall be imported under the said scheme.

The car so imported shall bear a Special Regis&aﬁon Number and Special Color
Plates mentioning “Disabled Person; Car” so provided by the Provincial Excise &

Taxation Department.

iii.

iv.  The car shall be driven by the person in whose favor the import authorization is
issued unless otherwise specifically allowed by the Committee.

v.  Sale, transfer or alienation in any other manner of the car so imported is not
allowed within 10 years of import except ;

a. To another disabled person on production of a valid import authorization
issued by the Ministry of Commerce on recommendation of the Committee.
b. On payment of custom duty and taxes as were otherwise applicable at the time

of import and were exempted. :
c. In case of death of the authorized disabled person, the legal heirs can dispose
off the vehicle, within 5 years of import, only in the manner specified above.

Page2 of 3



1, Authotizations issued under the previous scheme i.e. purchase of locally manufactured

cars on coneessional custom duties shall not nutomatieally qualify the disabled person under this
scheme.

S The scheme is operational with immedinte effect and till fucther orders.

6 This Supersedes varlier notitication dated 1* Seplemnber, 2010.

Mwrey] -
(Arif Ghani)
: Section Officer (Imp-IT)

Page3of3
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GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE

o ko ok ok e

No.1-6(1)2011-IMP-II Islamabad, the 20" April , 2026

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: STARRED/UNSTARRED NATIONAL ASSEMBLY Q
SESSION

The undersigned is directed to refer to the subjeci,téitgd above and to state that the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) is requested to share the following information related to import of
duty free cars upto 1350 cc for disable persons under se;c;i'a.l‘authorization scheme on urgent basis

for onward transmission to the National Assembly; \‘:'\
% 2>

a. Whether any persons have actually importeﬁi’ or P“"fﬁ”ed cars under this duty-free
authorization scheme N Q7 Q‘t&

27TH

NI
b. The total number of beneficiaries who have avla\ilgér this facility so far
N ~ - ?(("‘_\()‘ '\(?:_ﬁ M’
P A
* 42 A
< " “\\\\ ' Syed Raees Ul Hassan Shah
b (O/B) SO (Import-Ii)

Rashid Mahmood
Secretary Revenue Div/Chairman FBR
Federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad,

Islamabad



GOVERNMENT OF PAXISTAN
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE

cEEREN

no.1-wmn-mv-u Islamabad, the 11™ May , 2026

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: STARRED/UNSTARRED NATIONAL ASSEMBLY QUESTIONS OF 4TH ROTA DAY, 27TH
SESSION

The undersigned is directed to refer to this Ministry’s OM even number dated 20th April
2026 on the subject cited above, wherein the total number of beneficiaries who have availed this
m.mmtumsmﬂhmvet.wmism'ﬂmﬁq&‘t N

2 hmd&euwdﬂnmnugngmqmtgdhﬂmﬂnmm
related to import of duty-free cars up to lssOcc[p(dEsabledpgrsom under the special authorization
scheme with this Ministry at the earliest, enabﬁnd this Mmmryto proceed further in the matter.

\\.L / ¢ .‘

e A

Tayyab Shaheen Bhatti
SO (Import-il)
f ahad Al Chaudhary
Secretary (Tariff-1i)
federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad,

SO (Import-ll)



GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN Anoen-TIT
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE

LE AR 1]

Islamabad, the ™ May, 2026

Subject: - AUTHORIZATION OF DUTY FREE IMPORT OF CAR UP TO 1350CC

In pursuance of the recommendation of the Committee of Council on Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)/Provincial Committee for Disabled Persons, on
the subject noted above the following persons are hereby authorized to import a duty free brand new
car with engine capacity up to 1350 CC.

Sr. [ Name of the applicant along with | Nature/Type | Remarks/Gad | Recommendation
No | CNIC, Address & Contact of gets
Alteration
Disability
2. This authorization is subject to the following conditions: -

a) Has not imported a duty free car and /or has not purchased a locally manufactured
car at concessional rate of duty / taxes during the last ten years.

b) This authorization is for the purpose of exemption of custom duty only.

¢) The car imported against this authorization shall be for personal use of the disabled
person and shall not be used for commercial purposes.

d) The car so imported shall bear a special registration number and special color plate
mentioning “Disabled Person Car” so provided by the concerned Provincial Excise &
Taxation Department.

e) Sale, transfer or alternation in any other manner of the car so imported is not allowed
within ten years of its import except;

i.  to another disabled person on production of a valid import authorization issued
by the Ministry of Commerce on recommendation of the Board/Committee.

ii. onpayment of customs duty and taxes as were otherwise applicable at the time
of its import and were exempted.

f) In case of death of the authorized disabled person, the legal heirs can dispose of the

car within 05 years of import, only in the manner specified above.

g) In light of M/o Commerce’s O.M No. 1-9(12)/2015-Imp-I1I dated 6™ July, 2018,
import authorizations / exemptions / special permissions shall be subject to
verification of genuineness / authenticity from the Joint Secretary (EXIM),
Ministry of Commerce before release of goods by the Customs Authorities.

CamScanner
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3 This permission is valid for one year from the date of issuance,

(8/d)
Section Officer
Copy for information and necessary action to:
1. The Chairman, Federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad
2. The Secretary, Health Department, Provincial Government.
(8/d)
Section Officer

rtAS. V.. — =

Cambcannern



National Assembly Starred Question No. 86

4™ Group, 27" Session

Question by: Answer by:
Ms. Asiya Naz Tanoli, MNA Ministry of Federal Education and Professional
Training

Will the Minister for Federal| Since its inception, the Higher Education Commission,
Education and Professional Training | Islamabad has awarded 147 scholarships to the students
be pleased to state that how many | for study in Turkiye under various scholarship schemes.

StUdf‘-‘”tS from  Pakistan have Program wise Scholarships awarded since 2003
received scholarships for Higher

Education in Turkiye, and in which Bro A— S:hc)i- Oft
; e rogram of study udents
professional disciplines? Sost doclorals 06
PhD 130
MS 06
Internal Research Support Initiative
Program (IRSIP) 06 Months research
Training abroad 05
Grand Total 147

Discipline-wise award of scholarship is as under:-

Discipline No. of
Scholars

Agriculture & Veterinary Sciences 03
Arts & Humanities 06
Biological & medical sciences 11

Business education 09
Engineering & technology 94
Physical sciences 16
Social sciences 08
Grand Total 147

Details of scholarship awarding universities in Turkiye are
attached as Annex-A.




University Wise Scholarship Awarded in Turkiye

Universities Since 2003

~~ University Ngmg S S ~ No. of
AFYON KOCATEPE UNIVERS]TY, 01 |
TURKEY
ATILIM UNIVERSITY, TURKEY 04
BILKENT UNIVERSITY TURKEY 16
CUKUROVA UNIVERSITY 01
Dokuz Eyliil University, Turkey 01
Eastern Mediterranean University, 01
Turkey
GAZI UNIVERSITY, TURKEY 02
Hacettepe University, Turkey 01
ISTANBOL UNIVERSITY, TURKEY 01
ISTANBUL TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY, 04
TURKEY
[zmir University of Economics, Turkey 01
KOC UNIVERSITY, TURKEY 42
MIDDLE EAST TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY 43
SABANCI UNIVERSITY ISTAMBUL, 25
TURKEY
ULUDAG UNIVERSITY, BUSRA, TURKEY 01
UNIED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION 01
INTERNATIO
International Centre for Hydrogen 01
Energy Technologies UNIDO Turkey
UNIVERSITY OF ERCIYES TURKEY 01

Annex-A



STARRED NATIONAL ASSEMBLY QUESTION NO. 91

(04" ROTA DAY, 271 SESSION)

QUESTION MOVED BY

MS. ALIYA KAMRAN,
MNA

ANSWERED BY;
JAM KAMAL KHAN
FEDERAL MINISTER FOR COMMERCE

Will the Minister for
Commerce be pleased to
state:

a. Whether the
Government has
reviewed Pakistan’s
Free  Trade and
Preferential Trade
Agreements to assess
their impact on
export, industrial
competitiveness and
the trade balance; if
so, the findings
thereof;

Pakistan has entered into several bilateral Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) and Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs) to date. FTAs
and PTAs generally have an in-built clause for review within the
agreement and hence periodic review is carried out with partner
countries. The details of these FTAs/PTAs are as under:

i. Malaysia-Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership
(MPCEPA): The agreement is operational since 2008. There is a
Joint Review Committee under MPCEPA, which held its last
meeting in May 2025. As agreed by the JRC, MPCEPA is
currently comprehensively being reviewed to ensure its continued
relevance and coherence with evolving trade dynamics and
international best practices and to accommodate new and
emerging areas of cooperation such as supply chain resilience,
digital trade, SMEs, and the green economy. The last meeting for
review was held on January 26, 2026.

ii. China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement: After second phase
of CPFTA operationalized in 2020, the difficulties in fully
utilizing market access are currently being discussed with
Chinese side. A meeting was held in this regard on February 26,
2026 where concerns of Pakistan were shared with the Chinese
side. It may be added here that China runs a trade surplus with all
its trading partners.

iii. Indonesia Pakistan Preferential Trade Agreement: As a
result of review of IPPTA, Indonesia granted unilateral market
concession of zero duty to Pakistan on 20 additional items in
2019. The two sides are currently engaging for further deepening
of trade concessions through negotiation of a CEPA. A meeting
was held in this regard on January 29, 2026.

In case of Indonesia, it may be noted that our major import from
Indonesia remains palm oil, and the trade deficit varies due to its
inelastic demand compared to the items being exported to

Indonesia.

iv. PSFTA: Operationalized in 2005, PSFTA has resulted in |

consistent trade surplus in favor of Pakistan. The latest meetino |

|to discuss issues under PSTFA was held in Colombo on 28 |




January 2026, under the auspices of the Secretary Level Talks
(8th meeting).

Vi Uzbekistan Pakistan Preferential Trade
Agreement: Uzbekistan Pakistan Preferential Trade Agreement
covers trade in goods. Under the Agreement each country has
given concessions to other on seventeen (17) items. Both sides
signed protocol on 5" Feb 2026, adding 29 additional items in the
Preferential Trade Agreement. However, the Protocol of
expansion is not implemented yet.

The volume of bilateral trade between Pakistan and Uzbekistan is
increasing substantially after signing of the Preferential Trade
Agreement, with trade surplus in favour of Pakistan.

vi. Azerbaijan-Pakistan Preferential Trade
Agreement: Azerbaijan Pakistan Preferential Trade Agreement
covers trade in goods. Under the Agreement each country has
given concessions to other on nine (9) items.

With the Signing of Azerbaijan and Pakistan Preferential Trade
Agreement Pakistan has surplus trade with Azerbaijan.

vii. Pakistan-Tiirkiye Trade in Goods Agreement: The
Agreement covers trade in goods. Tiirkiye has extended
concessions to Pakistan on 261 Tariff lines while Pakistan has
extended Turkish side concessions in 130 Tariff Lines. Both sides
are negotiating expansion of the PTA.

Historically, Pakistan has a trade deficit with Turkiye, which
remained after signing Trade in Goods Agreement. Turkiye has
imposed stringent non-tariff barriers on import of many products
with export potential from Pakistan, which is one of the reasons
behind the trade deficit.

It may be noted that when a smaller country signs a PTA or FTA
with a larger country, the export of both countries increases.
However, the exports of the larger partner increases more as it
generally possess more mature industrial base and economies of
scale, producing goods at a lower unit cost.

The impact on exports and trade balance is placed at Annex-
A. Impact on Industrial competitiveness is domain of Ministry of
Industries.

b) Whether it is a fact that
several agreements were
signed without adequate
domestic industrial capacity,
supply chain readiness, or
compliance capability,

resulting in import led growth | Industry, Trade Associations, Sectoral Councils, importers and

No, the agreements were finalized and negotiated/ signed after
multiple consultations with stakeholders in public and private
sectors including Ministry of Industries, Engineering
Development Board, Ministry of National Food Security,
Ministry of Science and Technology, Federal Board of Revenue,
National Tariff Commission, Chambers of Commerce and




performance;
reasons thereof;

and weak

if

export

SO,

the

exporters of product sectors etc. The tariff concessions are sought
and given with complete input of the relevant industry. To protect
our industry, a Sensitive List is prepared in consultation with all
these public and private stakeholders on which no concessions are
conceded, to protect local industry. However, it is important to
underscore, that high imports and weak exports cannot be
attributed solely to the provisions of the trade agreement, as a
range of internal, external and structural factors also contribute to

the imbalance.

For example, transportation cost and mode is a very important
factor in exports. Central Asia, Iran and Afghanistan have
traditionally been very important for exports of Pakistan
agricultural products like rice, meat, kinnow, potatoes, mangoes,
sesame seed etc. However, since closure of borders with
Afghanistan, despite PTA/EHP trade has come to a halt. Trade
with CARs has declined drastically déspite PTAs, as it was
transported through Afghanistan corridor. After Iran-USA War,
Iranian corridor is almost closed as well and sea shipments have
become extremely expensive, hurting exports and disrupting
supply chains. Similar situation was faced during covid 19

pandemic.

Similarly, presence of banking channel is extremely important,
competitor’s concessions/ agreements are also important.
Domestic factors like cost of energy, stability, exchange rate,
policy rate etc. all affect exports along with external factors.

In order to encourage investment in the country, sometimes such
items are included which may not have a strong industrial base at
the moment, but may fetch foreign investment due to
concessionary market access available. Pakistan's objective for
liberalization is driven by broader industrial policy
considerations, including attracting foreign investment,
facilitating industrial relocation and promoting value-added
exports. The objective is to signal to global investors that Pakistan
offers a viable platform for producing goods destined for the
many other markets duty-free.

If Pakistan chooses to wait for "perfect" industrial readiness
before signing agreements, it risks permanent exclusion from
global value chains. Pakistan’s competitors are aggressively
pursuing Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with major hubs.
Pakistan cannot compete if its products face a 10-15% tariff while
a competitor’s identical product enters a market duty-free. This
results in existing market share is taken away by competitors who

:i;!\l. .‘k’L'LE.’L"Li bCUCl lerms.




¢) Whether the Government
acknowledge that weak
alignment between trade
concession and industrial
policy, poor enforcement of
rules of origin, limited
utilization of tariff
concession have undermined
the effectiveness of these
agreements;

Agreements are signed after months and years of negotiations in
consultation with relevant stakeholders as mentioned above. For
its part, these trade agreements are in line with the Trade Policy
or Strategic Trade Policy Framework, which is an all-
encompassing policy impacting the overall trade environment of
the country. Limited utilization of trade concessions can arise out
of multiple factors such as price competitiveness, NTBs,
compliance costs, proximity, cost of transportation, logistics, etc.
Hence it is not correct to attribute effectiveness of trade
agreements to above factors only.

Currently, out of over 7500 items at HS 8, Pakistan exports only
50% of them, whereas imports 80% of them. In FTAs, all items
have to be covered, but our utilization capacity is constrained. In
PTAs, existing and potential products are covered, but
sometimes, the concessions could not be utilized. E.g in trade
with Azerbaijan, main problem is absence of banking channel,
through Iranian corridor, resultantly taking long route through
Poti port of Georgia with long time and high cost of
transportation.

For all of these trade agreements, Certificate of Origin are issued
by govt agencies on both sides and efforts are underway to have
them issued and exchanged electronically as well. Enforcement is
by Customs not by Ministry of Commerce, the rules are well
enforced and no concessions are given if importer does not submit
COO under the agreement.

d) Whether the Government
has evaluated the actual
market access obtained under
the  major  agreements,
including China Pakistan
Free Trade  Agreement
(CPFTA), in terms of
products Pakistan can export
at scale; and

Pakistan has different level of market access under its
FTAs/PTAs. In general, effort is made to include all items of
export strength in trade agreements. However, the actual market
access availed remains dependent on various factors. Actual
market access is often restricted not by tariffs, but by stringent
Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures and technical
standards. Many local industries operate at low capacity or face
high domestic input costs (energy and credit), preventing them
from achieving the volumes necessary to achieve scale.

e¢) What concrete measures
are being adopted to link
future trade agreements with
industrial reform, export
| competitiveness and
measurable performance

1 T, Lo
| DENCNINArKs !

| impacts on local industry.

The future trade agreements are being negotiated after feasibility
studies by 3" parties like FPCCI or PBC etc. with a further
stakeholder consultation for the study.

The ongoing negotiations on trade agreements are being
conducted after extensive stakeholder consultations with
exporters, industry, associations, chambers of commerce and
relevant government departments to evaluate sector-wise
export potential, domestic industrial readiness and possible




Under the Strategic Trade Policy Framework (STPF) 2020-25,l

market access has been identified as a key driver of export
competitiveness. New trade agreements are being negotiated
carefully to secure market access for value-added products while

protecting domestic industry.

Under STPF, a dedicated negotiation cell has been proposed in
the Ministry to conduct objective assessments of trade
agreements, strengthen negotiation capacity and ensure better
utilization of concessions through awareness programmes, export
diversification initiatives and targeted engagement in new
markets.

National Compliance Centre (NCC) has been established to
facilitate compliance with international standards, bridge global
trade laws and help Government to identify sectors where
Pakistan has export potential, assess utilization of tariff
concessions, and propose corrective measures or renegotiations
of Trade Agreements, where required.




Bilateral Trade with Turkey (USD Million)

Years Exports to Imports from|Trade
Turkey Turkey Balance

2021-22 365.58 517.70 -152.1

2022-23 328.01 349.61 -21.6

After PTA

2023-24 298.78 24409 54.7

2024-25 199.72 326.22 -126.5

July-March

(203’2526) 121.18 315.19 -194.01

Bilateral Trade with Uzbekistan (USD Million)

Yoors \Exports to Imports  from Trade
a 'Uzbekistan  Uzbekistan ‘Balance |
2021-22 5661 (3512 (2149
1202223 8818 3790  50.28
 AfterPTA
202324 7950 2602  |53.48
2024-25 9147 ___g 2032 7114
|
oo f 82.44 19.48 62.96

Annex-A



Government of Pakistan

Economic Affairs Division
* 3k ok ok

Subject: NATIONAL ASSEMBLY STARRED QUESTION NO. 93 MOVED BY
MR. MUHAMMAD MOIN AAMER PIRZADA, MNA

National Assembly Starred | Answer to be given by Minister for Economic Affairs
Question No. 93 Moved by Mr.
Muhammad  Moin  Aamer
Pirzada, MNA

Will the Minister for Economic

Affairs be pleased to state:

The details of the foreign loan/ | Details of the foreign loan/ funds aids etc, received from
funds aids etc, received from | different development partners in the projects of Karachi and
different Countries Banks and | Hyderabad during the last three years is placed at (Annex-I).

Organizations and its | Moreover, Executive Agencies/ implementing partners that is
utilizations in the projects of | Federal Ministries/ Division/ Provincial Governments are
Karachi and Hyderabad during | utilizing these funds There for Ministry of Economic Affairs

the last three years? does not have the detail of the utilization of funds.

/t. of S

Power
ivision
ESCO.
EPCO
ESCO
‘ovt. of
Sindh
ikistan
ftware
Xport
3oard
rough
listry o
IT
ovt. of
sindh
wvt. of
iindh




(Amount in US$ million)

(Annex-I)

Project Name

Development | Signing Date Closing Location Executing Amount Disbursement
Partner Date Agency Committed | (FY24,25,26)
Sindh Early Learning Enhancement World Bank 11.08.2021 30.04.2026 Karachi | Govt. of Sindh 100.0 97.6
through  Classroom  Transformation
(SELECT) project
2. | Competitive and Livable Cities of World Bank 26.11.2019 | 29.05.2026 Karachi | Govt. of Sindh 230.0 169.3
Karachi (CLICK)
3. | Karachi Water and Sewerage Services World Bank 26.11.2019 | 30.06.2026 Karachi | Govt. of Sindh 40.0 13.1
Improvement Project (KWSSIP-I)
4. | Karachi Water and Sewerage Services World Bank 21.04.2025 31.12.2030 Karachi | Govt. of Sindh 240.0 1.0
Improvement Project (KWSSIP-IT)
5. | Karachi Mobility Project (KMP) World Bank 26.11.2019 | 31.12.2028 Includes | Govt. of Sindh 539.7 110.4
Hyderabad
6. | Sindh Water Agriculture Transformation World Bank 06.01.2023 31.12.2028 Karachi | Govt. of Sindh 292.0 923
Project
7. | Karachi Solid Waste Emergency and World Bank 25.02.2021 15.01.2027 Karachi | Govt. of Sindh 100.0 55.6
Efficiency Project
8. | Electricity Distribution Efficiency World Bank 23.12.2021 31.12.2027 Includes Power 250.0 275
Improvement Project Hyderabad | Division,
HESCO,
MEPCO,
PESCO
9. | Karachi Bus RPD RES LINE(BRT) France 15.03.2021 | 31.03.2026 Karachi Govt. of 72.15 18.87
Sindh
10. | Establishment of Information Technology Korea 25.08.2021 | 31.07.2027 Karachi Pakistan 158.416 4.705
(IT Park) Software
Export
Board
through
Ministry of
IT
11. | KARACHI WATER & SEWERAGE AlIB 02.12.2020 | 31.12.2023 Karachi Govt. of 4.14 2.50
SERV Sindh
12. | KARACH BUS RAPID TRAN RED AlIB 24.02.2021 | 30.06.2026 Karachi Govt. of 71.80 14.57
LINE Sindh

e e




Project Name Development | Signing Date Closing Location | Executing Amount Umm?:.mﬁ:ﬁ_ﬂ
N Partner Date Agency Committed | (FY24,25,26)
13. | KHI WTER & SWG SRVICE IMP PORJ AllIB 26.06.2025 | 31.12.2030 Karachi Govt. of 240.00 “
Sindh
14. 4 KHI WTR & SEWERG SER IMP PRO AlIB 11.12.2019 | 30.06.2026 Karachi Govt. of 40.00 16.41
Sindh
15. | Upgrading Primary Girls Schools into Japan 10.02.2023 | 31.12.2023 Karachi Govt. of 12.8 7.64
Elementary Schools in Rural Areas of Sindh
Sindh
16. [Emergency Flood Assistance Project/ ADB 15-12-2022 | 30-06-2026 | Hyderabad | Govt. of 200.00 90.23
Works & Services Deptt, Govt. of Sindh Sindh
17. [Sindh Emergency Housing Reconstruction ADB 16-09-2024 | 31-01-2028 | Karachi & Govt. of 400.00 255.63
Project Hyderabad Sindh
18. [Supporting  Public-Private  Partnership ADB 31-12-2022 Revised Karachi & Govt. of 85.430 37.16
Investments in Sindh Province 31-12-2026 | Hyderabad Sindh
19. [Karachi Bus Rapid Transit Red Line ADB 19-06-2020 | 30-06-2024 Karachi Govt. of 284.00 52.10
Project (Revised Sindh
30-06-2026)
20. [Sindh Secondary Education Improvement ADB 19-06-2020 | 30-06-2026 | Hyderabad | Govt. of 75.000 39.45
Project Sindh
21. |Sindh Secondary Education Improvement ADB 15-12-2023 | 30-06-2028 | Hyderabad Govt. of 275.00 75.44
Project-Additional Financing Sindh
Total 3710.436 1181.505




b GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
Finance Division
(Internal Finance Wing)

% dek

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY STARRED QUESTION NO. 97 MOVED BY

MR. TAHIR IQBAL, MNA

Question moved by | ~ Replyby

MR. TAHIR IQBAL, MNA' __Minister for Finance and Revenue

~Islamic banking in Pakistan has witnessed -consistent
~growth in the last two decades and has emerged as a
significant component of Pakistan’s financial system. As of
. December 2025, Islamic banking assets represented 23
- percent of the overall banking industry, while deposits
' accounted for a larger portion at 28 percent.

' The sector’s share in total financing reached 38 percent,
. underscoring its growing presence. Currently, 6 full-fledged
' Islamic banks along with 15 conventional banks having
~Islamic banking branches are offering Islamic financial
| services in Pakistan. Spread across 146 districts throughout
- Pakistan, the branch network of the Islamic banking industry
- consists of 7,562 branches and 2,932 Islamic windows i.e.
- dedicated counters at conventional branches.
Will the Minister for Finance and
Revenue be please to state: ' Furthermore, currently two digital banks are also providing
: - Islamic financial services (one as a full-fledged Islamic bank
. a) the obstacles to interest free while the other through Islamic window operations). These
. transactions along with the | indicators highlight not only the industry’s sustained
steps being taken to remove @ progress but also its deeper integration into Pakistan's
the said obstacles; - financial architecture. The consistent growth in key Islamic
' banking indicators and the expanding branch network
- demonstrate both the sector's outreach and the increasing
' consumer preference in Pakistan.

- Despite witnessing this significant growth there are
- challenges faced by the Islamic banking industry that need
' to be resolved. Accordingly, amongst others, the major
- obstacles to interest free transactions include the following:

e Limited availability of Shariah compliant Government

- securities for liquidity management of Islamic banking

- institutions and conversion of existing conventional debt into

- Islamic

e Shortage of qualified Islamic finance professionals,
who can lead the industry into the next level of growth and

- development



Annex-A

While SBP has historically been taking several steps to create a conducive and enabling
regulatory environment, SBP along with Government of Pakistan and other stakeholders has
undertaken the following major initiatives:

i. Review of legal & regulatory landscape: The review of laws and regulations
deemed necessary for conversion has been completed with the objective to bring
them in line with injunctions of Islam and developing conducive legal and regulatory
regime for Islamic banking

ii. Introduction of New Chapter on Islamic Banking in the BCO, 1962:
Recognizing the significance of a robust and supportive legal framework for
sustaining rapid growth of the Islamic banking sector, a dedicated chapter on
Islamic banking has been incorporated into the Banking Companies Ordinance
(BCO), 1962.

ii. Shariah Governance Framework for Islamic Banking Institutions (IBls): In line
with the evolving international best practices, SBP further strengthened and revised
its comprehensive Shariah Governance Framework (SGF) in 2024, incorporating
recent industry developments and enhancing Shariah governance standards.

iv. Issuance of Guidelines for conversion of conventional banks into Islamic -
Broad parameters: In pursuance of SBP Vision 2028 and to facilitate the transition
of conventional banks to Islamic banking, SBP issued broad guiding parameters in
2024 with a view to provide a structured framework for banks to develop
comprehensive conversion plans aligned with regulatory expectations and strategic
objectives

v. Facilitation in conversion of conventional banking branches into Islamic
banking branches: To facilitate banks and streamline the conversion of
conventional branches to Islamic banking, SBP revised the existing criteria in 2024.
The revised framework introduces enhanced disclosure requirements for account
conversion and permits the use of digital channels to obtain customers’ consent.

vi. Liquidity Management Solutions: SBP in collaboration with the relevant key
stakeholders has developed a Hybrid Sukuk Structure (ljarah-cum-Murabaha) to
address the issue of conversion of conventional domestic public debt into Islamic.
The inaugural issuance on the same structure has been conducted in April 2026.
Moreover, SBP has also undertaken extensive exercise for developing Assets
Register of Government owned entities to facilitate simple and quick issuance of
Sukuk. Work on other structures is also ongoing in close coordination with relevant
stakeholders including Ministry of Finance and Joint Financial Advisors (JFAS).

vii. Adoption of International Standards for Islamic banking industry: To further
strengthen the Shariah compliance framework and ensure consistency across the
Islamic banking industry, SBP continued to align its regulatory framework with
international best practices by adopting standards issued by global bodies such as
Accounting and Auditing Organization for Islamic Financial Institutions (AAOIFI),
Bahrain and Islamic Financial Services Board (IFSB), Malaysia.

vii. Launch of Awareness Creation Campaign: SBP, in collaboration with the
industry, developed and launched a comprehensive awareness campaign to
address misconceptions pertaining to Islamic finance. The campaign employs a
multi faceted approach, blending modern digital strategies with traditional outreach
methods to ensure a simple, clear, comprehensive and effective communication to
the masses.



-:02:-

ix. Roll out of and Capacity Building Strategy: A Capacity Building Strategy (CBS)
has also been rolled out to ensure adequate availability of quality human resource
in the industry. The strategy focuses on capacity building and training requirements
of stakeholders, and comprises of 16 action items, pertaining to banks (BoD
members, senior management, branch staff), academia (faculty members and
students of schools, colleges and universities), Madaris/ Shariah scholars, and
other stakeholders/institutions (i.e. parliamentarians, government officials,
journalists, directors of companies, external auditors and professional institutions).

These steps have ensured provision of a conducive and enabling regulatory & supervisory
environment facilitating conversion of interest-based banking operations into Islamic.



Awwex-B

R
Interest payments on External Debt Million US$
ITEM Jul-Sep | Oct-Dec | Jan-Mar Apr-jun Jul-Sep | Oct-Dec
24 24 25 25 25 25
1. Public debt {a+b+c) 994 1,050 909 1,027 911 1,110
a. Government debt 695 834 665 818 661 941
b. To IMF 186 161 120 114 118 112
c. Foreign exchange
liabilities 114 55 124 96 132 57
2. PSEs guaranteed debt 88 13 88 14 86 10
3. PSEs non-guaranteed
debt? 0 19 0 19 0 19
4. Scheduled banks'
borrowing? 52 46 65 31 26 12
5. Private guaranteed debt 0 0 0 0 0 0
6. Private non-guaranteed
debt 209 262 191 262 169 195
7. Private non-guaranteed
bonds 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total-Interest
(1+2+3+4+5+6+7) 1,343 1,390 1,253 1,353 1,192 1,347
Repatriation of Profit / Dividend on Foreign Investment
FDI 382 780 487 456 786 713
FPI 23 41 7 44 17 43
Total FI 405 821 494 500 803 756
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Government of Pakistan

Ministry of Commerce
OO

ORDER
Islamabad, the 1% June, 2023

S.R.O.é Z[Q (I)/2023. — In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1)
of section 3 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, 1950 (XXXIX of 1950), the Federal
Government is pleased to make following Order, namely:-

1. Short title and commencement. — (1) This Order shall be called the Business-
to-Business (B2B) Barter Trade Mechanism, 2023.

2) It shall come into force at once.

2 Definitions. — In this Order, unless there is anything repugnant in
the subject or context,—

(a) “Act” means the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, 1950 (XXXIX of
1950);

(b) “Annex” means an Annex to this Order;

(c) “Appendix” means an Appendix to this Order;

(d) “banned item” means a commodity whose import or export is prohibited
under the Import Policy Order (IPO) or Export Policy Order (EPO) in
vogue, respectively;

(e) “barter trade” means exchange of goods by way of import and export
without involvement of any currencies for the purpose of this Order;

(6 “place of origin” or “origin” means the country of supply where goods
S are produced or manufactured;
(g)  “regulatory Collector” means the Collector of Customs in whose

jurisdiction the place of business or manufacturing unit or head office of
the applicant, duly registered under the Sales Tax Act, 1990, is located;
and

(h)  “restricted items” means a commodity whose import or export is subject
to compliance with conditions as contained in IPO or EPO in vogue,
respectively.

3. Powers to allow export and import of goods under B2B barter trade. —
The regulatory Collector having territorial jurisdiction may allow export and import of goods
against an authorization, subject to the conditions stipulated under this Order.

4. Eligibility criteria. — The barter trade facility under this Order may be
admissible to the following:—

(1) state owned enterprises; and
(2) private entities, subject to following conditions, namely:-
(i) its name appears on active taxpayers’ list of Federal Board of Revenue;
(i1) it is subscribed to Pakistan Single Window (PSW) System; and
(ii1) it possesses a valid import and export contract registered by Customs
authorities in the Customs computerized system (WeBOC).

5, Authorization process.— (1) Application for authorization of import and
export of goods under the B2B barter trade facility shall be submitted online by the trader or
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their authorized agent through the online BT Module in WeBOC system to the regulatory
Collector. The application shall contain the following information:-
(i) name and address of importer;
(ii) name and address of exporter;
(iii) description, quantity and value of goods to be imported;
(iv) description, quantity and value of goods to be exported;
(v) validity and expiry dates of the contract; and
(vi) declaration that the goods shall originate from the respective countries
for which the Barter Trade facility has been allowed.

(2)  Copy of the contract duly verified by the Pakistani Mission in the country for
which barter trade facility has been authorized, certifying the facts that the subject foreign
company, individuals and proposed goods for BT are ‘“Non-Sanctioned’, as notified by Ministry
of Foreign Affairs from time to time, shall be uploaded in support of the application.

(3)  The application shall be reviewed and examined under the provisions of [PO
and EPO in vogue and the conditions set out in this Order. If the application is found in order,
an approval (authorization) may be accorded by the regulatory Collectorate of Customs and an
approval number shall be generated by the system against the NTN of the applicant.

4) Ministry of Commerce may impose country or commodity specific conditions
or restrictions for imports and exports of goods under this B2B barter trade mechanism.
Export and import under this Order shall be allowed in respect of the commodities and
from the countries as specified in Appendix-A to this Order.

6. Customs procedure. — (1) Trade of goods under a B2B BT arrangement shall
be allowed on the principle of “import followed by export”. The export would be made to the
extent of value of imported goods, subject to the tolerance mechanism provided hereinafter for
any exigency. However, a Pakistani trader shall be responsible to net-off value of goods on
quarterly basis, i.e. within 90 days after issuance of authorization.

2) Upon import and export of goods, the importer shall submit single declaration
in the PSW system.

(3)  The importer and exporter shall tag the relevant approval number to allow for
waiver of the financial instrument required for regular imports and exports.

4) Import and export of goods under a B2B BT arrangement shall be subject to the
provisions of Import and Export Policy Orders for the time being in force and shall comply
with all relevant regulatory requirements including permits, licences, certificates, quotas, etc.
as specified in the IPO and EPO.

(5) The import and export of goods shall be subject to applicable duties, taxes, fee
and other charges, etc.

(6) Imports and exports under the B2B barter trade facility shall be admissible to
benefits offered under various concessionary and export facilitation schemes, etc.

(7)  The ‘assessed value’ of goods shall be taken for the purpose of calculation of
the monetary limit of the authorization.

(8) The value of the goods to be imported and exported under this facility shall not

exceed the monetary value of the authorization as entered in the WeBOC system for automatic
debiting of the monetary value of imported and exported goods.
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(9) A tolerance of twenty percent shall be allowed for assessed import value
exceeding the authorization and, in case of further breach of limit, clearance of goods shall be
stopped and the regulatory Collectorate may initiate further action under the applicable laws
and procedures including the Customs Act, 1969 (IV of 1969).

(10) A tolerance of twenty percent shall be allowed for export value exceeding the
import value on a one-off basis, in accordance with the procedure to be notified by FBR.

(11)  All imports under an authorization issued under this Order shall be accompanied
by a certificate of origin issued by the relevant authority of the exporting country for which the
barter trade facility has been allowed.

% Reconciliation. — (1) The Customs computerized system shall reconcile
import and export values automatically against each authorization.

(2) The data for all imports, exports under the barter trade facility shall be available
to the regulatory Collectorate for audit purposes.

3) FBR shall submit a report to Commerce Division on quarterly basis regarding
the total number of applications received, authorizations issued and the position of trade
balance viz. imports and exports under B2B barter trade authorizations so issued.

8. Other terms and conditions.—(1) An authorization shall be valid for one year
from the date of issuance and there shall be no extension or carry forward for the authorized
value.

) The regulatory Collector reserves the right to curtail the authorized limit or to
stop further transactions in case of unsatisfactory performance of non-reconciliation of trade
balance.

(3)  For the acts or omissions of the parties arising out of a B2B barter trade
transaction, there shall be no liability on the Government of Pakistan.

(4)  Commerce Division reserves the right to amend, modify, rescind or withdraw
whole or any part of this B2B barter trade mechanism through a notification.

(5) Any dispute or clarification regarding any provision of this mechanism or any
transaction held under this mechanism shall be referred to Commerce Division for final
decision.

9. Penalties. — Subject to provisions of the Act, failure to comply with any of the
conditions laid down in this mechanism or the conditions contained in an authorization issued
under this Order shall lead to cancelation of authorization, award of penalty or blacklisting of
the applicant company for future business under relevant provisions of the law.

10. Provisions to be in addition and not in derogation. — The provisions of this Order
shall be in addition to and not in derogation of the provisions of the Export Policy Order and
Import Policy Order made under the Act.

[F. No. 2(4)/2021-Imp-III] = w\ﬁ

(Muhammad Naeem Tariq)
Section Officer (Imports-III)
o1.06.2023
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Appendix- A
[See para -5(4)]

List of Commodities for Barter Trade with Afghanistan, Iran and Russia

Part-1

Export of following products shall be allowed to Afghanistan, Iran and Russia:

Sr. No Commodity Description PCT Codes
(1) (2) 3
1 Milk, Cream, Eggs and Cereals 0401, 0407,1103, 1104, & 1108
2 Meat and Fish products Ch. 02,03 and 16
3 Fruits and Vegetable Ch. 07 (except 0713), 08
4 Rice 1006
. : 1702, 1703, 1704, 1806, 1901, 1902,
5 Confectionary and Bakery items 1904, 1905
6 Salt 2501
7 Pharmaceutical products Ch. 30
Essential Oils, Perfumes, Cosmetics, Toiletries, .
§ Soaps, Lubricants, Waxes and Matches Ch. 33, 34 and 3605
9 Tanning, Dying Extracts and Misc. Chemicals Ch. 32 and 38
products
10 Plastics and Rubber Articles Ch. 39, and 4011 - 4015
11 Finished Leather & Leather Apparel 4112,4113,4114,4115 and Ch. 42
12 | Articles of Wood 4409-20, 4601, 4602,4703
13 Articles of Paper & Paper Board 4703, 4707, and Ch. 48 and 49
: . 5208, 5209, 5210, 5212, 5310, 5407,
14 Textiles (Intermediates) 5513, 5514, 5903, 5910, & 6006
15 Readymade Garments, Textile’s Made-ups and Ch. 61, 62, 63 & 57
Carpets
16 | Footwear Ch. 64
17 Iron and Steel Ch. 72 and 73
18 | Copper and Articles thereof Ch. 74
19 | Aluminium and articles thereof 7612 & 7615
20 | Tool and Cutlery 8205-15
21 Electric Fans and Home Appliances 8414, 8415, 8418, 8422, 8450
22 Electrical equipment Ch. 85 o
»3 | Motorcycles and Tractors- excluding 8711 & 8701 ‘)S %
components. _ :
24 | Surgical Instruments 9018 _h( vé“ :},W'
25 | Fumiture Items 9401,9403 X~
26 Sports Goods 9506, 9507
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Part-IT

Import of following products shall be allowed from Afghanistan:

Sr. No Commodity Description PCT Codes
0] 2) (3)
1 Fruits and Nuts Ch. 08
2 Vegetables and Pulses Ch. 07 & 2009 (except 07139090)
3 Spices 0904 & 0909
. Ch. 12 (except 1209.2900, 1214.9000,
4 | Oil Seeds 1211.3000,1211.4000, 1211.9000)
25030000, 25261010, 25151100, 25151200, 25292100,
25309090, 25221000, 25169000, 25111000, 25161100,
5 Minerals and Metals 25171000, 25291000, 26100000, 26080000, 26070000,
26190000, 26180000, 26011100, 74040010, 74040090,
76011000, 76020090
6 Coal and its products 2701
7 Raw Rubber Items 4001, 4002, 4003, 4004, 4005
8 Raw Hides and Skins 4101, 4102, 4103, 4104, 4105
9 Cotton 5201
10 Iron & Steel 72043000, 72044100, 72044910 72044990

Import of following products shall be allowed from Iran:

Part-III

NS
\

Sr. No Commodity Description PCT Codes
1 2) 3)
1 Fruits, Nuts and Vegetables Ch. 07 & 08 (except 07139090)
2 Spices 0909
25030000, 25070000, 25081000, 25131000,
" 25151100, 25151200, 25231000, 25232100,
3 | Minkyels& Menls 25232900, 74091100, 74092100, 74092900,
76042100, 76061100, 79011100
4 Coal and its Products, Petroleum | 2701, 2702, 2703, 2704, 2705, 2706, 2707, 2709,
Crude Oil, LNG and LPG 2711, 2713
28030010, 28141000, 28151100, 28211010,
28271000, 28299000, 28301010, 28331100,
28362000, 28363000, 28369930, 28391910,
5 Miise. Chesiical Prodiscts 28421000, 29051100, 29053100, 29159000,
’ 29161400, 29171400, 29173500, 29232000,
29336100, 29336990, 33012990, 33029090,
35079000, 38099300, 38160000, 38170000,
38210000, 38231990, 38249980, 38249999
6 Fertilizers 3102

Page50f6 _ .

-

-




;| Article of Plastics and Rubber | 3901, 3902, 3903, 3904, 3905, 3905, 3906, 3907,
(in primary form) 3912, 4001, 4002, 4003, 4004,
Raw Hides and Skins 4101, 4102, 4103, 4104
9 | Raw Wool 5101, 5102, 5103
) 72011000, 72022900, 72041010, 72044100,
10 | Articles of Iron & Steel 72044910, 72044990, 89080000

Part-1V

Import of following products shall be allowed from Russia:

Sr. No Commodity Description PCT Codes
(1) 2) 3
1 Pulses 0713 (except 07139090)
2 Wheat 1001
2701, 2702, 2703, 2704, 2705, 2706, 2707, 2709, 2710,
Coal & its Products, 2711, 2713, (except used Oils under 2710.1951,
3 Petroleum Oils (including 2710.1953,2710.1994, 2710.1997, 2710.1999,
Crude), LNG and LPG 2710.9100, 2710.1952 2710.1991 2710.1996 2710.1998
2710.2000 2710.9900)
4 Fertilizers 3101, 3102, 3103, 3104, 3105
5 Tanning and Dying Extracts | 3202
6 Article of Plastics and Rubber | 3901, 3902, 3903, 3904, 3905, 3905, 3906, 3907, 3912,
(In primary form) 4001, 4002, 4003, 4004,
25030000, 25081000, 25151100, 25199010, 25199090,
% Minerals and Metals 25249000, 76042990, 76052900, 76109000, 78011000,
79011100, 79039000
. 44039900, 44071100, 44071200, 44071900, 44072900,
8 | Articles of Wood & Paper | 140995001, 44079900, 44119390, 44123300, 44129900
28013000, 28030010, 28152000, 28191000, 28252000,
28275900, 28276000, 28332500, 28341010, 28353100,
28364000, 28413000, 28415090, 28444000, 28459000,
28469000, 29031200, 29031300, 29051300, 29051400,
9 Chemicals Products 29071100, 29071900, 29141100, 29161100, 29161200,
29173500, 29181300, 29214200, 29313999, 29336990,
29339990, 33012990, 38021000, 38040000, 38089400,
38111900, 38112100, 38119000, 38140000, 38244000,
38249999
7201, 7202, 7023, 7204, 72081010, 72081090,
72082610, 72082790, 72083610, 72083690, 72083710,
72083790, 72083810, 72083890, 72083910, 72083990,
10 Articles of Iron and Steel 72085110, 72089010, 72089090, 72091510, 72091610,

72091690, 72091710, 72091790, 72099010, 72101210,
72104910, 72124090, 72251100, 72286000, 73042900,
73045900, 73049000, 73143900, 89080000

11

Items of Textile Industrial
Machinery

84431910, 84431990, 84439990, 84452000, 84463000,

Note: - In case of any discrepancy between EPO/IPO in vogue and above listed
commodities, the provisions of the EPO/IPO shall prevail.

S
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Islamabad, the | 7% October, 2025.

NOTIFICATION
1384

S.R.O. (I)/ 2025.- In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 3
of the Import and Export (Control) Act, 1950 (XXXIX of 1950), the Federal Government is
pleased to direct that to amend the Business -to- Business  (
B2B) Barter Trade Mechanism, 2023, namely:-

In the aforesaid, Order,-

(a) in para | in the marginal fiote, for the-word “and” a comma shall be substituted
and after the word "commencement”, the words "and application” shall be inserted
and after sub-para (2), the following new sub-para shall be inserted, namely:-

"(3) This Order shall apr')'lg‘t_o Afghanistan, Iran and Russia only.”;

(b)  inpara2-

(i) in clause (e}; after the word “goods”, the words “between two
countries” shall be inserted;

(i) after clause (h), the following new clause shall be inserted, namely:-

“(i) “consortium” means private entities, two or more, from
Pakistan which enter into a contract for barter trade with a
private entity, one or more, of a single trading partner;

(iii) in clause (g), the word “and” shall be omitted

(iv) in clause (h), for full the stop at the end, a semi colon and word
“and” shall be substituted and thereafter the following new clause
shall be inserted, ﬁémcly:_- :

1)) "sqn@:’_"toned entity” means any individual or the company that
is prohibited from engaging in trade activities due to the
enforcement of trade prohibitions by United Nations (UN) and
-others, asnotlﬁed by Ministry of Foreign Affairs from time to

. =, 7" lime,”;
(c) in para '4, in ;uﬁipara (2), afier the words “entities”, the words “individual
or consortium” shall be inserted;

(d)  inpara3,

-~ (i) in clause (2), for the expression “duly verified by the Pakistani Mission
in the country for which barter facility has been authorized, certifying the
facts that the subject foreign company, individuals and proposed goods for
BT are “Non-sanctioned’, as notified by Ministry of Foreign Affairs from



Y

time to time”, the expression “along with an Undertaking by the Pakistani
private entity, consortium or concerned Chamber of Commerce and Industry
that the foreign company or individual for BT is not a sanctioned entity by
the United Nations (UN) and others,as notified by Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, from time to time” shall be substituted;

(ii) in clause (4), for the expression “in respect of the commodities and from
the countries as specified in Appendix-A-to-this order” the expression “as
specified in Import Policy Order (IPO).and Expoﬁ Policy Order (EPO) for
the time being in force” shall bcsubstltugeq

(¢)  inpara6,- NP
(i) for sub-para (:1 '), the:‘i_‘_éllowin‘g;shal'l be substituted, namely:—

) "'('I)i‘?Ich-expon and import may be made to the extent
of valtie of imported and exported goods, subject to the
tolerance mechanism provided hereinafter for any
exigency.”;

(ii) in sub-para (2), after the word “importer”, the words “and exporter” shall
be-inserted;

“~(ii1) sub-para (6), shall be omitted;

(iv) in sub-para (9), after the word “ for assessed import”, the vmrds “or
export” shall be inserted;

(v) in sub-para (11), after the word “all nmpans the words “and exports”
shall be inserted;

paras shall be mserted name!y - j

“(L: 2) The Pak:stanl trader shall be responsible to net - off
value of goods on quarterly basis, i.e within one twenty days of
the transaction wholly or partially allowed by the concemed
regulatory Collectorate of Customs in the authorization. The
regulatory Collectorate of Customs shall monitor the net-off
value of goods on quarterly basis and in case of failure to net-off
value of goods by the trader, the authorization shall become
invalid and the regulatory Collectorate of Customs may initiate
further action under the applicable laws and procedures
including the Customs Act, 1969 (IV of 1969).

(13) In case of consortium of traders, all entities who are



T

[ F.No. 2(4)/2021-IMP-I11 ]

part of a consortium shall be jointly and severally responsible,
if found, involved in or has committed any offence or failed to
pay duties or taxes under the Customs Act, 1969 (1V of 1969) or

_other law for the time being in force.”.

Irtaza Ali
Section Officer (Imports)

I?’/m/zg'



GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
NATIONAL HERITAGE & CULTURE DIVISION

e ok ok ok ok

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY STARRED QUESTION NO.100 MOVED BY

MS. MAHTAB AKBAR RASHDI, MNA

NA Starred Question No.100 moved by
Ms. Mahtab Akbar Rashdi, MNA

Reply by the Minister for National Heritage & Culture

“Will the Minister for National Heritage
& Culture Division be pleased to state:

(a).

whether recent restoration work at
Taxila, including Mohra Moradu and
Sirkap had involved the use of
cement in violation of accepted
conservation standards; if so, details
thereof;

In the wake of 18™ Constitutional Amendment 2010, the
heritage sites along with allied institutions are devolved to
provinces. Heritage sites of Taxila valley are under the
Punjab and KPK Archaeology Departments according to
their geographical locations. The conservation work is
carried out by Punjab Archaeology Department as the
administrative control of Mohra Muradu and Sirkap
archaeological sites is with them.

However, the Department of Archaeology & Museums
(DOAM), Islamabad working under the administrative
control of National Heritage & Culture Division (NH&CD) has
communicated with the Punjab Archaeology Department
for exact information about the matter. Punjab Archaeology
Department responded directly to World Heritage Centre in
the matter and shared copy with DOAM (Annex-1).

(b).

whether the Government has taken
notice of concerns raised by UNESCO
regarding improper conservation
practices at Taxila;

Permanent Delegate apprised NH&CD about the
conservation problems at Taxila sites. DoAM has
communicated the concerns of World Heritage Center and
UNESCO about the conservation of two archaeological sites
in Taxila to Punjab Archaeology Department. Punjab
Archaeology Department responded directly to World
Heritage Centre in the matter and shared copy with DOAM
(Annex-l1).

(c).

if so, what corrective measures have
been taken;

DoAM apprised Archaeology Department of Punjab about
the concerns of World Heritage Centre but instead of
responding to DOAM, Punjab Archaeology Department has
communicated with World Heritage Center and Permanent
Delegate directly and shared copy with DOAM (Annex-lii).

(d).

whether any independent technical
audit has been conducted to assess
the quality of restoration work at
Taxila; if not, reasons thereof;

DoAM has proposed to NH&CD to ask Punjab Archaeology
Department to constitute a Committee comprising of
national and international archaeologists and conservators
to check the quality of restoration work at Taxila heritage
sites. The Committee will ascertain the exact situation at the
conservation site and will propose appropriate remedial

steps.




In this regard NH&CD had convened a high level meeting
(Annex-1V) in the matter in which all stake holders were
invited. The meeting was initially convened on 15 of April,
2026 then re-scheduled for 21* of April, 2026 but could not
be held due to work from home orders of Cabinet Division.
Meeting will be held in coming days to sort out the matter.

(e).

what is the total budget allocated for
the Taxila preservation projects and
how much has been utilized so far;

The DoAM has no information regarding allocation of funds
to Taxila as all conservation work on these sites is being
carried out by Punjab Archaeology Department. The
information can be taken from Punjab Archaeology
Department, Government of the Punjab.

().

whether lack of expertise and
coordination among relevant
authorities has contributed to
unprofessional restoration practices;

DoAM raised objections of non-inclusion of expert opinion
of professional conservator in the matter of conservation of
Mohra Muradu and Sirkap sites. Punjab Archaeology
Department has not responded in the matter as they
attached professional opinions of archaeologists in the
conservation methodology lacking in put of conservation
executer.

(g).

if so, what accountability measures
have been taken?

Accountability measures will be taken after holding a
proposed high level meeting. The meeting will be concluded
in proposing a Committee to ascertain the exact information
about the conservation work being carried out.
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" No.S0(Dev)7-70/2026(M)
GOVERNMENT OF THE PUNJAB
TOURISM, ARCHAEOLOGY & _MUSEUMS

DEPARTMENT
Dated Lahore the 24.03,2026
To
Mr. Lazare Eloundou Assomo,
Director,
United National Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
7, Place de Fontenoy 75352 Paris 07 SP,
France.
SUBJECT: STATE OF CONSERVATION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTY
TAXILA PAKISTAN.

Kindly refer to your letter dated 26™ February, 2026 received through the
Department of Archaeolog ra( and Museums, Government of Pakistan vide their letter No.31A-03-
2023-ARCH(P-l1), dated 3™ March, 2026, on the subject noted above.

2 - The matter has been examined through the Directorate General of Archaeo!ogy.'
Punjab. In order to place the facutual position on record, a detailed report-has been obtained
from the field formation of Taxila outlining the conservation methodology, documentation
procedures and protection measures being taken at the site. The report highlights that the
conservation work is being carried out in accordance with internationally recognized principles
of archaeological conservation, supported by scientific documentation and technical

consultancy.

3. Moreover, the Chief Archaeologist has undertaken -a comprehensive technical
review of the matter, examining the conservation approach in the context of established
international doctrines, including the principles embodies in the World Heritage Convention and
the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention. The
review affirms that the interventions presently underway are limited to stabilization, protection
and preservation of the original archaeological fabric and do not involved reconstruction or
alteration within the protected core zones of the property.

4. Both reports are enclosed herewith at (Annex-A) and (Annex-B) for your kind
perusal. The documentation collectively reflects this department’s considered position that the
conservation work being undertaken at Taxila are consistent with accepted professuonal
standards and are aimed at safeguarding the integrity of this invaluable cultural asset.

5. It is pertinent to mention that Dr. Khalid El-Enany, Director General UNESCO
visited the World Heritage Site of Taxila on 4™ February, 2026 alongwith Dr. Syed Taugir
Hussain Shah, Adviser to the Prime Minister, Mr. Zeeshan Rafigue, Minister for Local
Government, and Pakistan's Representative to the UNESCO Executive Board. During visit,
detailed briefing was given about present restoration/preservation measures. The delegation
showed its pleasure/satisfaction on the conservation activities and admired the efforts of
Directorate General of Archaeology. Copy of press clipping attached (Annex-C).
/’.




6. Keeping in view of above and in order to apprise the Advzsory Bodies to the
World Heritage Committee, it is proposed that UNESCO may depute suitable officers to visit the
Site and to monitor the activities in order to ensure that all innervations are being undertaken at
Taxila in accordance with recognized principles of archaeological conventions.

(SOCRAT AMAN RANA)

SECRETARY

C.C.

1. HE. Ms Mumtaz Zahra Balouch, Ambassador to France, Permanent Delegate of the Islamic
Rep ublic of Pakistn to UNESCO, UNESCO House, France.

2. Mr. Arshad Ullah, Deputy Director (Archaeology), Government of Pakistan, Department of

Archaealogy & Museums, Islamabad with reference to his letter No.31A-03-2023-ARCH(P-I), dated

3" March, 2026. :

PSO to Senior Minister, Government of the Punjab.

PS to Secretary, Government of the Punjab, Tourism Department.

5.  PAto Director General, Archaeology, Punjab.

>0




Annex - Il

No.DGA-/Arch/2026/MISC
DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY
‘GOVERNMENT OF THE PUNJA
TOURISM ARCHAEOLOGY & MUSEUMS' DE?W
Lahore, the 10" of March, 2026.

To,
The Director General Archaeology
Directorate. General of Archaeology Punjab
60-A, Garden Block, Garden Town, Lahore.

SUBJECT: TECHNICAL REVIEW OF CONSERVATION MEASURES AND
MANAGEMENT APPROACH AT THE WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTY
OF TAXILA IN RESPONSE TO ANONYMOUS COMPLAINT

I respectfully submit for your consideration a techmcal '_w.;iew of the conservation
activities currently underway at the World Heritage Site of Taxila in light of an anonymous complaint
that has recently surfaced alleging inappropriate conservation practices at certain components of the
simi

2, At the outset, it is important to place on record that the conservation programme
being undertaken at Taxila has been designed and implemented in accordance with internationally
recognized conservation principles and established professional protocols governing archaeological
heritage management. The approach adopted by the Directorate is fully aligned with the framework
of the World Heritage Convention and the provisions contained within the Operational Guidelines
for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention; which emphasize safeguarding
authenticity, integrity, and the long-term preservation of Outstanding Universal Value.

3. Taxila occupies an exceptional position in the archaeological landscape of South
Asia, The property encompasses an extensive cultural sequence reflecting urban development,
religious architecture, and monastic complexes associated with Gandharan civilization over several
centuries. However, a review of conservation conditions conducted over the past few years indicated
progressive deterioration at multiple structural remains due to prolonged exposure to environmental
stress, vegetation growth, erosion of mortar joints, and gradual structural instability in certain
masonry elements.

4. The conservation programme initiated by the Government of the Punjab therefore
emerged from a clear and urgent need to stabilize endangered structures ‘while simultaneously
strengthening the documentation and protection framework of the property. Before the
commencement of any physical intervention, the Directorate adopted a documentation-first
approach in line with internationally accepted conservation methodology. For this purpose, the
services of Ms, NESPAK were engaged as technical consultants to undertake comprehensive
scientific documentation of the built heritage across the relevant site components.



5. This documentation phase included detailed topographic surveys, non-invasive
geotechnical investigations wherever structural 'stability required engineering evaluation, and high-
resolution three-dimensional laser scanning of archaeological structures. The integration of 3D
digital recording represents a significant advancement in the documentation practices historically
employed at the site, Such digital archiving ensures the creation of a permanent and highly accurate
baseline record of existing conditions and corresponds with best practices advocated by intemational
conservation bodies:

6. The documentation exercise enabled the preparation of site-specific conservation
strategies based on empirical evidence rather than visual assessment alone. The guiding principles
adopted throughout the conservation programme include minimum intervention, reversibility of
treatment where feasible, and maximum retention of original material fabric. These principles
remain consistent with the philosophy articulated in the Venice Charter and reinforced through
subsequent international conservation doctrine such as the Nara Document on Authenticity.

7. Consequently, the conservation works presently underway are limited strictly to
stabilization and preservation measures. These include structural consolidation of vulnerable
masonty, repoiniting of deteriorated joints using compatible traditional lime-based mortars, careful
removal of invasive vegetation threatening the integrity of structures, and localized reinforcement of
masonry sections where structural collapse risks had been identified through technical surveys.

8. It is important to emphasize that no reconstruction, conjectural rebuilding, or
introduction of new architectural elements has been undertaken within the protected core areas of
the World Heritage property. All interventions have been confined to stabilizing the extant
archaeological fabric in order to arrest further deterioration and to prolong the life of the original
structures. In parallel with these conservation measures, the Directorate has also begun addressing
a long-standing management challenge at Taxila: the absence of adequate site demarcation and
visitor management infrastructure. In keeping with international site management practice, carefully
designed boundary demarcation and protective walls are being planned in select locations to prevent
encroachments, vandalism, and uncontrolled access. Similarly, visitor facilitation facilities are being
envisioned outside the protected archaeological zones so that visitor services may be provided
without disturbing the integrity of the archaeological landscape. Such measures are fully consistent
with internationally recognized heritage management strategies where protective buffers and
controlled access are mtroduced to safeguard vulnerable archaeological remains while
simultaneously improving visitor interpretation and site presentation.

9. It is also worth noting that the present conservation initiative represents perhaps the
most systematic and scientifically guided conservation effort undertaken at Taxila in recent decades.
Historically, conservation at the site had largely been limited to periodic repair works undertaken
without the benefit of advanced documentation technologies or structural assessments. The current
programme therefore marks a significant step toward aligning the site’s conservation regime with
contemporary international standards.



10. With respect to the complaint that has triggered the present review, it is pertinent to
observe that the allegations appear to originate from an anonymous and unsubstantiated source.
‘While vigilance regarding heritage protection is always welcome, anonymous submissions often lack
the technical grounding necessary to accurately interpret speaa]zzed conservation activities. A careful
examination of the assertions made in the complaint indicates that they donot correspond with the
documented conservation methodology, the: technical surveys conducted, or the oversight
mechanisms guiding the works presently underway at the site.

1% In professional heritage management practice, meaningful evaluation of conservation
mterventions normally relies upon field inspection, technical documentation, and peer review rather
than unverified allegations. Nevertheless, in keeping with: the Directorate’s commitment to
transparency and professional accountability, the department remains fully open to such frivolous
allegations and cntique. The Directorate General possesses a highly experienced cadre of
archaeologists, conservators, and heritage professionals who have long been engaged in the
management and protection of the province’s cultural resources. Their work at Taxila is guided not
only by national conservation regulations but also by the broader philosophy of safeguarding cultural
heritage as a shared legacy of humanity.

12. In conclusion, the conservation programme currently underway at Taxila is firmly
rooted in scientific documentation, internationally recognized conservation principles, and
responsible heritage management practices, The works being undertaken aim to stabilize fragile
archaeological soructures, protect the site from further deterioration, and ensure that this invaluable
cultural landscape continues to convey its historical significance to future generations.

13. Submitted for kind perusal and further directions, please along with the report and
ammexures sent by Senior Archaeologist Sub-Regional Office Taxila duly vetted, verified and
tansmitted by Deputy Director Taxila.

CHIEF ARCHAEOLOGIST
DIRECTOR GENERAL ARCHAEOLOGY
PUNIAB

The Secretary, Tourism Archaeology & Museums Department, Punjab.
Additional Secretary, Tourism Archaeology & Museums Department, Punjab.

E\"‘"'g
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Annex -l

‘No.32/PMU/2026-50/2026
‘DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY
TOURISM, ARCHAEOLOGY & MUSEUMS DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF THE PUNJAB
Taxila the 10 March, 2026.
To,
Chief Archaeologist
Directorate General of Archaeology
Government of Punjab.

SUBJECT: CONSERVATION MEASURES AND MANAGEMENT APPROACH AT THE
WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTY OF TAXILA

I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your communication concerning
conservation activities being undertaken at the World Heritage property of Taxila. We
sincerely appreciate the vigilance and continued engagement of the UNESCO World Heritage
Centre in safeguarding the integrity and authenticity of sites inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage List. Such dialogue reflecis the shared global responsibility towards the
preservation of humanity’s cultural legacy.

2. At the outset, I would respectfully submit that the conservation programme
currently underway at the Taxila World Heritage property has been conceived, planned, and
implemented strictly in accordance with the principles outlined in the Operational Guidelines
for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention, as well as internationally
recognized conservation charters including the Venice Charter and the Nara Document on
Authenticity. The objective throughout has been the stabilization, protection, and long-term

preservation of the archaeological remains rather than alteration or reconstruction.

3. Taxila, as you are aware, represents one of the most significant archaeological
landscapes of South Asia, encompassing a constellation of ancient urban settlements,
monasteries, stupas, and associated cultural remains spanning nearly a millennium of human
civilization. Over time, however, the cumulative impact of environmental exposure, biclogical
growth, visitor pressure, and lack of protective infrastructure had resulted in an increasingly
fragile conservation condition at several component sites within the property. Annexure- A

shows the condition of sites before current conservation could take place which warranted

Sub-Regional Office (SRO) Taxila



immediate attention to safequard the shared heritage of humanity namely Taxila. Moreover,
the conservations carried out earlier are also placed on record as Annexure-B for further ease
and facilitation of the understating.

4, Recognizing these challenges, Government of the Punjab initiated a carefully
structured conservation programme designed to address urgent stabilization needs while
simultaneously strengthening site protection and management systems. A comprehensive
documentation and planning exercise was undertaken prior to the commencement of any
conservation work. For this purpose, the services of Ms. NESPAK (the consultant) were hired
as technical consultants. Detailed surveys of the built heritage and archaeoclogical features
were conducted across the relevant components of the property. These included:

O High-resolution topographic surveys.
O Non-Invasive Geotechnical investigations wherever structural stability
required technical assessment.
O Advanced three-dimensional scanning and digital documentation of
monuments and archaeclogical remains.
5. The purpose of this documentation was twofold. First, to establish an accurate
scientific record of the existing condition(s) of each structure and landscape feature. Second,
to create a permanent digital archive ensuring that these irreplaceable cultural assets are
preserved for future generations, even as conservation interventions proceed. Based on this
documentation, site-specific conservation strategies were formulated following the principle
of minimum intervention and maximum retention of original material. The work currently

being undertaken therefore focuses on:

O Stabilization of vulnerable masonry.

O Repointing using compatible traditional materials.

O Removal of damaging vegetation and biological growth.

O Structural consolidation where collapse risks were identified.
6. Itis important to emphasize that no new construction, addition, or alteration has
been introduced within the core heritage zones of the World Heritage property. All
interventions are strictly limited to conservation and stabilization of existing archaeological
fabric in order to safeguard authenticity and integrity.

1 In parallel with conservation measures, steps have also been envisioned to

strengthen the physical protection of the archaeological landscape. For the first time,

Sub-Regional Office (SRO) Taxila



carefully designed boundary demarcation and protective walls ate being planned where
necessary, along with visitor facilitation amenities located outside the protected core areas.
These facilifies are intended solely to regulate visitor movement, reduce uncontrolled access,
and prevent further deterioration caused by unmanaged tourism pressure. Such protective
infrastructure is consistent with good international practice in archaeological site
management and aims to ensure that the archaeologxcalmm remain undisturbed.

8. It may be noted that the conservation initiatives being undertaken represent
the first systematic attempt in recent decades to address the long-standing deterioration of
several structures within the Taxila complex through a scientifically guided methodology. The
emphasis throughout has been on preserving the original fabric rather than replacing it, and

on ensuring that interventions remain reversible wherever feasible.

10. The Directorate General of Archaeology in Punjab possesses a dedicated cadre
of archaeologists, conservation architects, and heritage professionals who have been actively
involved in these efforts. Their work is guided by established conservation principles and
supported by extensive documentation and technical review. At the same time; we fully
recognize that World Heritage properties represent the shared heritage of humanity and
therefore, welcome constructive engagement with the World Heritage Centre. Should the
Centre consider it beneficial, we would be pleased to facilitate consultation with independent
national or international experts in archaeology and conservation so that the ongoing work

may be reviewed in a collaborative spirit.

11. It may also be respectfully submitted that the observations referred to in the
communication appear to originate from an anonymous and unverified complaint. While we
fully respect the vigilance that often accompanies the safeguarding of heritage properties,
anonymous representations unfortunately do not always present a complete or technically
informed picture of conservation activities undertaken on the ground. In the present case, the
assertions conveyed do not reflect the documented conservation methodology, the scientific
surveys conducted, or the extensive professional oversight guiding the works at Taxila.
Regrettably, such unsourced allegations can sometimes create an impression that is
inconsistent with the actual conservation processes being implemented and may
inadvertently undermine sincere institutional efforts aimed at safeguarding the property. The
Directorate General of Archaeology Punjab remains firmly committed to transparency and

professional accountability and would welcome dialogue based the principles laid down

Sub-Regional Office (SRO) Taxila



under the World Heritage Convention and its Operational Guidelines for the Implementation
of the World Heritage Convention.

12. Our commitment remains firmly aligned with the fandamental objectives of the
World Heritage Convention, namely the protection, conservation, presentation, and
transmission of cultural heritage to future generations. The work being undertaken at Taxila
seeks precisely to strengthen these objectives by stabilizing endangered structures,
improving site protection, and ensuring responsible management of one of the region’s most
significant archaeclogical landscapes.

12. We remain fully open to dialogue with the World Heritage Centre and stand
ready to provide any additional documentation, technical reports, or conservation records

that may assist in clarifying the nature and scope of the works undertaken.

13. Please accept and forward to dear Mr. Assomo, the assurances of our highest
consideration and our continued commitment to the responsible stewardship of the World
Heritage property of Taxila.

Yours sincerely,

L

[Dr Arslan Butt]
[Senior Archaeologist]
Deputy Director

Agreed with Report of Dr. Arslan Butt, the same is submitted to your good self for further

necessary action please.

[Muhammad Aasim Dogar]
Deputy Director
5.R.0 Taxila

Sub-Regional Office (SRO) Taxila



Fig.1: Uncontrolled vegetation growth leading to deterioration of the exposed architectural
remains at-Sirkap.

Sub-Regional Office (SRO) Taxila



Fig.2: Comparison of Conserved and Non-Conserved Areas at Sirkap

Fig.3: A view showing deterioration of exposed structures caused by dense wild vegetation
at Sirkap

Sub-Regional Office (SRO) Taxila



Fig.4: Present condition of the plinth floor of the main stupa at Mohra Moradu showing its
current state of preservation

Fig.5: Vertical crack observed on the south-western corner of the main stupa, likely caused
by rainwater penetration at Mohra Moradu

Sub-Regional Office (SRO) Taxila



Fig.6: Present condition of the plinth, showing biological growth and areas of deteriorated
stucco plaster at Mohra Moradu

Moradu

Fig.8: Structural deterioration in the monastic cells, including falling stones and damaged
diaper masonry at Mohra Moradu

Sub-Regional Office (SRO) Taxila



Annexure- B

Fig.10: General view showing ongoing conservation work at Sirkap

Sub-Regional Office (SRO) Taxila
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Fig.11: View of ongoing conservation work on the bathing platform and monastic walls at
Mohra Moradu

-

Fig.12: A view showing conserved structures at Mohra Moradu

Sub-Regional Office (SRO) Taxila
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Punjab highlights global-standard heritage
conservation at Taxﬂa

STAFF REPORT RAWALPINDI: §

Director-General UNESCO Dr

Khalid B-Enany praised Punjabs 3
amhaeolngncal conservation prac-

tices during his visit to the Taxila

‘World Heritage Site, describing them

as professionally managed and
aligned with international stand-

ards. Dr El-Enany was received by

the Adviser to the Prime Minister Dr
Sved Taugir Hussain Shah, Pumnjab
Minister for Local Government
Zeeshan Rafique and Pakistan’s
Representative to the UNESCO
Executive Board. He was given a
briefing at the Taxila Museum, fol-
lowed by visits to key archaeological
sites including Bir Mound and
Sirkap. Officials from the Directorate
General ‘of ' Archaeclogy Punjab
briefed the UNESCO chief on the his-
torical significance of Taxila, engoing
excavations and conservation meas-
ures being undertaken to protect the
site’s OQulstanding Universal Value.
Dr El-Enany appreciated the scien-
tific methodology, institutional disci-
pline and attention to detail reflected
in conservation work across the com-
plex. He also interacted with student
archaeologists engaged in fieldwork,
acknowledging their academic con-
tribution to research and sustainable
heritage preservation. The UNESCO
chief emphasised the need to
strengthen collaboration  between

Punjab Archaeology and interna-
tional institutions, offering technical
assistance in capacity building, site
management and institutional devel-
opment. He commended the Punjab
government’s efforts to improve
World Heritage Sites, such as Taxila
and Rohtas Fort, stressing the impor-
tance of pmwdmg better visitor facil-
ities and creating people-centric her-
itage spaces. Under the Punjab gov-
emnment’s ‘Magnificent  Punjab
Programme,” officials presented a
documentary on the Taxila Heritage
City initiative and shared a compre-
hensive master plan for upgrading
the Taxila Museum and other heril-
age assets. The plan aims to integrate
heritage conservation with urban
planning and cultural tourism. Dr
El-Enany lauded the leadership of

Chifef Mimsm Punjab Maryam

Nawaz Sharif and acknowledged
Senior MinisterMaryam Aurangzeb
role in advancing Punjab’s cultural

agenda: Spmkir}i.ﬁ:nntlheomasion,m
Syed Taugir in Shah said
Punjab had, for the first time, allo-
cated substantial resources for tour-
ism development alongside heritage
protection. He added that UNESCO’s
technical support will help
strengthen institutional capacity.
Secretary Tourism Socrat Aman
Rana highlighted the political will
behind the initiatives and outlined
the phased implementation of the
Taxila Heritage City Plan. Director
General Archaeology Punjab Zaheer
Abbas Malik briefed the delegation
on [uture priorities and alignment
with international best practices.
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GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
NATIONAL HERITAGE AND CULTURE DIVISION
e oy Hokkk ko
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No.5-2/2024/T-UNESCO MISC MATTERS Islamabad, the 09th April , 2026
From

Ayyaz Amjad Chattha

(O/B) SO (Heritage-II) :
To OsQ\

1- Director General, DOAM, Islamabad \‘\

2- Secretary, Tourism Archeology and Museums Departmg(\%\/ernment of Punjab Lahore,

&

3- Secretary General, PNCU, Islamabad

SUBJECT:

PA/HG/NH/26/16, dated 26.02.2026,
tion, restoration of the World
ials have observed the interventions
a risk that may affect the authenticity and {nteg¥ity of the-q:r rty, r@q'cf ically, original walls being demolished
and replaced with new construction, ortheir eigh%\\ raiscck@e concerns were conveyed to the Permanent
Delegate of Pakistan to UNESCO; ; O S+
(O

- 3 The h::w UN@Soﬁice mgaklstan have also highlighted similar concems during
meeting held with the chb 3 Naﬁ%ﬂg erita%{shd‘ Culture Division on 08.04.2026.

3. \}Q meeting on the s@c\; will be chaired by the Secretary, National Heritage and Culture
Division on 1?&)
4.

I am directed to refer to UNESCO's |
conveying concerns on the protocols being ado

6 (Wednesday) at 02.00 pm (PST) in the Committee Room of NH&CD.

It is requested to make it convenient to attend the meeting as per schedule with full
preparation. The following documents are attached:-

i UNESCO Iletter under reference

ii. Tourism, Archaeology & Museums Department, Government of Punjab's letter No. SO
(DEV)7- SO (DEV)7-70/2026(M), dated 24.03.2026.

iii. DoAM's letter No.31A-03-2023-ARCH(P-1I), dated 26.03.3036.

iv.  The concemed officers of Punjab, DoAM and other officers are requested to give a
presentation /briefing on the subject supported with requisite photographs, videos, documents and information.

v. DoAM may invite any other stakeholder to facilitate the deliberations.

vi. Zoom Link of the meeting will be shared later on.



(The following officers (not on e-office) are requested / on whatsapp to attend the meeting)
i. Ms. Nazia Abrar, Deputy Permanent Delegate of Pakistan to UNESCO, Paﬁs
ii. Fuad Pashayev, Head of UNESCO in Pakistan, Islamabad
iii. DG Archeology Punjab
iv. Chief Archeologist Punjab.

V. Mr. Jawad Aziz, National Professional Officer (Culture) UNESCO Pakistan,
Islamabad.

N\
& (S
D v
QA‘ Ayyaz Amjad Chattha
(\ (OIB) SO (Heritage-II)
Copy for information to:- O \\ \
1- Chief Secretary Punjab, Chief Secre{a@umab Elﬁa}ab CM_! Secretariat Lower Mall
Islampura Lahore v'\ Q\‘ap

2- Joint Secretary (A&IC), NHQQ\QEmabad pAZ e ')
3- Deputy Secretary (Herit e HCD jslahwabad

4- SPS to Secretary, NH@ Is mabad ¢ < T

5- Section Officer ( ) N amabad

6- System Analy. NHC%,QQIamabad 3¢

l‘\& > Ayyaz Amjad Chattha
.) r\o) o (O/B) SO (Heritage-II)

*;*\*



STARRED NATIONAL ASSEMBLY QUESTION NO. 101

(04™ ROTA DAY, 27™ SESSION)

QUESTIONED MOVED ANSWERED BY
BY MR. JAM KAMAL KHAN
MS. SAMEENA KHALID FEDERAL MINISTER FOR COMMERCE
GHURKI, MNA
"Will the Minister for

Commerce be pleased to
state:

a. Whether it is a fact that
Pakistan has  exported
different items of edibles to
Middle East Countries
(Kuwait, Qatar, UAE,
Oman, Bahrain, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia) during recent
Iran-Israel War;

b. Total quantity of all items
exported to these countries
and total foreign exchange

received to Government;
and
c. Names of

traders/companies who have
exported these items?

a. Pakistan is exporting various edible items to Middle Eastern
countries including Kuwait, Qatar, UAE, Oman, Bahrain, and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. However, the conflict has significantly
disrupted regional supply chains, which also impacted Pakistan’s
trade with GCC countries. During this crises Pakistan adopted a
proactive approach by engaging with the governments / private
sector of these countries to assess and meet their food requirements.
However, due to disruptions in sea route, the exports to GCC
countries have declined 69.7% in March 2026 compared to March
2025. Only perishable items like meat are being exported through
air cargo. Moreover, the frequency of air freighters was increased to
facilitate the continued export of perishable and high demand food
items.

b. In March, 2026, Pakistan exported goods worth USD 95.43
Million to GCC countries (Major products along with quantity
exported in March are enclosed).

c. Ministry of Commerce doesn't have access to the companies /

exporters.




Meat of bovine animals, fresh or chilled KG 24.94 4,876.39
Rice KG 17.23 45,953.57
Men's suits, jackets, trousers etc & shorts u 7.29 987.23
Cements, portland, aluminous, slag, supersulfate & similar hydraulicc |KG 7.21 199,100.00
Meat of sheep or goats - fresh, chilled or frozen KG 4.77 517.72
Bed, table, toilet and kitchen linens KG 2.21 412.40
Men's suits,jackets,trousers etc&shorts, knit/croch u 1.68 223.20
Citrus fruit, fresh or dried KG 115 3,058.15
Furnishing articles nes, excluding 94.04 KG 1.09 189.99
Potatoes KG 1.06 6,467.15
Articles of apparel&clothing access, of leather or composition leather |u 1.05 294.46
Cigars, cheroots, cigarillos & cigarettes KG 0.98 130.84
Electric accumulator u 0.95 25.20
Ethyl alcohol & other spirits (if undenatured then higher than 80% by |L 0.90 1,417.02
Cereal straws and husks KG 0.82 13,058.96
Fish, fresh, whole KG 0.80 181.10
Birds' eggs in shell +|u 0.78 2,062.08
Dates, figs,pineapples, mangoes, avocadoes, guavas KG 0.67 2,042.25
Footwear, nes 2u 0.63 69.57
Machinery for wrkg rbr/plas/ for the mfr of prod from these material |u 0.61 32.07
Qil seeds KG 0.58 657.90
Electro-medical apparatus (electro-cardiographs, infra-red ray app, sy |u 0.56 315.72
Women's suits,dresses,skirt etc&short, knit/croch u 0.49 62.60
Babies' garments and clothing accessories KG 0.48 62.78
Woven fabrics of synth. filam yarn (incl. hd no 54.04) KG 0.47 94,59
Woven fab of syn staple fibre (> 85% of such fiber) KG 0.46 81,52
Starches; inulin KG 0.45 1,247.30
Blankets and travelling rugs u 0.44 113.63
Woven cotton fabrics, 85% or more cotton,weight over 200 g/m2 KG 0.43 114.51
Frozen vegetables KG 0.38 596.80
Women's suits, jackets,dresses skirts etc&shorts u 0.37 52.99
Air, vacuum pumps; hoods incorp a fan u 0.34 17.51
HN/A KG 0.32 20.62
Onions, garlic and leeks, fresh or chilled KG 0.29 1,787.94
Shawls, scarves, mufflers, mantillas, etc u 0.29 155.55
Men's shirts, knitted or crocheted u 0.28 65.46
Sugar confectionery (incl white choc), not containing cocoa KG 0.27 79.96
Chromium ores and concentrates KG 0.27 540.00
Tobacco unmanufactured; tobacco refuse KG 0.26 56.70
Made up articles nes, including dress patterns KG 0.26 133.82
Woven cotton fabrics, 85% or more cotton, weight less than 200 g/m2 |KG 0.26 28.89
Pumps for liquids; liquid elevators u 0.26 0.02
Vegetables nes, fresh or chilled KG 0.26 269.97
Birds' eggs dried KG 0.25 103.34
Woven fab of cotton,less than 85%,mxd with man made fibre, weight >3KG 0.24 30.50
Sacks and bags of a kind used for the packing of goods KG 0.24 78.80
Articles&equip for gymnastics, athletics, or sports/outdoor games nes |KG 0.23 75.62
Aluminum table, kitchen, household articles KG 0.22 77.62
Fish, frozen, whole KG 0.22 115.34
Men's shirts u 0.21 12.43
Medicament mixtures (not 3002, 3005, 3006), put in dosage KG 0.20 63.92
Tents&camping goods, tarpaulins, sails for boats, etc KG 0.20 162.71
Woven fabrics of synthetic staple fibres, nes KG 0.19 27.73
Natural honey KG 0.19 160.98
Automatic data processing machines;optical reader, etc u 0.19 0.47
Beauty, make-up & skin-care preparations; sunscreens, manicure or pequ 0.18 152.20
Panty hose, tights, stockings & other hosiery, knitted or crocheted u 0.18 1,518.92




Bread, biscuits, wafers, cakes and pastries KG 0.18 73.65
Gloves, mittens and mitts, knitted or crocheted u 0.18 289.07
Nuts nes KG 0.17 7.93
Salt KG 0.17 763.59
Footwear, upper of leather 2u 0.16 11.63
Plastic packing goods or closures stoppers, lids, caps, closures, plas KG 0.15 19.83
Jerseys, pullovers, cardigans, etc, knitted or crocheted u 0.14 73.67
Other plates, sheets, film, foil, tape, strip of plastics etc. KG 0.14 47.09
Electrical ignition/starting equip (spark plugs/starter motors) u 0.14 144.23
Printed books,brochures, leaflets & similar printed matter u 0.13 75.54
T-shirts, singlets and other vests, knitted or crocheted u 0.13 60.01
Paper, paperboard, cellulose wadding & webs of cellulose fibers, coate |KG 0.13 49.63
Pepper, peppers and capsicum KG 0.13 68.13
Flat-rolld prod of iron/non-alloy steel wd>/=600mm,cr,not clad KG 0.13 199.14
Cucumbers, gherkins and onions preserved by vinegar KG 0.12 50.80
Clothing access nes, knitted/croch u 0.12 80.01
Ammonia, anhydrous or in aqueous solution KG 0.12 382.39
Men's underpants,pyjamas,bathrobes etc,knit/croch u 0.12 19.15
Woven fab of syn stapl fib (< 85% of such fiber),mixed with cotton (wt +|KG 0.12 22.86
Ginger,saffron,turmeric, thyme, bay leaves & curry KG 0.11 29.04
Woven fab of syn stapl fib (> 85% of such fiber), mxd with cotton (wt [KG 0.11 23.00
Polymers of styrene, in primary forms KG 0.10 90.50
Copper table, kitchen, household articles KG 0.10 16.20
Acyclic alcohols and their derivatives KG 0.10 98.68
Rags,scrap twine,crodage,rope KG 0.10 166.80
Workd monumental/building stone&art;mosaic cube,granules KG 0.10 32141
Crustaceans KG 0.09. 16.34
Carbonate;peroxocarbonate, commercial ammonium carbonate KG 0.09 430.00
Wrist- or pocket-watch (other than 9101) u 0.09 0.09
Electric generating sets and rotary converters u 0.09 0.00
Parts & access of motor vehicles u 0.08 81.08
Seeds, fruit and spores, for sowing KG 0.07 7.00
Track suits, ski suits and swimwear; other garments u 0.07 4.21
Worn clothing and articles KG 0.07 109.30
Seeds of anise, badian,fennel,coriander, cumin, etc. KG 0.07 84,51
Mattress supports; mattresses,quilts, etc KG 0.07 8.52
Vegetables, provisionally preserved (unfit for immediate consumption) [KG 0.07 56.03
Women's blouses & shirts u 0.07 5.29
Polyacetal,o polyether,epoxide resin,polycarbonate,etc,in primary form|KG 0.06 38.11
Engines, spark-ignition reciprocating or rotary int. combust. Piston u 0.06 0.02
Machinery parts, n.e.s. in chapter 84 (excl. parts containing electrical coju 0.06 1.48
Soap; organic surface-active preparations for soap use ‘IKG 0.06 2.59
Pasta & couscous KG 0.06 43.69
Other knitted or crocheted fabrics KG 0.06 18.62
Insulated wire/cable KG 0.05 6.07
Organic surface-active agents, washing & clean preparations, nes KG 0.05 8.40
Dried vegetables KG 0.05 38.12
Vegetable saps & extracts KG 0.05 47.50
Razors and razor blades u 0.05 2.52
Wool, not carded or combed KG 0.05 93.91
Machinery for mak up paper pulp, paper/paperbd, incl cut machines, ngu 0.05 0.02
Amino-resins, pheonolic resins and polyurethanes, in primary forms KG 0.05 63.00
Tractors (other than tractors of heading no 87.09) u 0.05 0.01
Edible offal of red meat KG 0.05 15.00
Personal toilet preparations shaving preparations, deodorants etc. u 0.05 5.65
Lathes for removing metal u 0.05 0.13
Slide fasteners and parts thereof KG 0.04 2.67
Garments, knitted or crocheted, nes KG 0.04 5.19
Packing containers, of paper, paperboard, cellulose wadding, webs u 0.04 26.55




Trunks,suit-cases,camera cases,handbags etc,of leather,plas,tex etc

Article of plastic nes. u 0.04 92.28
Aluminum ores and concentrates KG 0.04 1,120.00
Woven fabrics of cotton, nes KG 0.04 11.65
Milk and cream, concentrated or sweetened KG 0.04 13.33
Leguminous vegetables, shelled or unshelled, fresh or chilled KG 0.04 33.83
Label,badge&sim art of tex KG 0.04 9.15
Odoriferous mixtures as raw materials for industry KG 0.04 3.25
Electric transformer,static converter (for example rectifiers) u 0.04 0.13
Non-alcoholic beverages (excl. water, fruit or vegetable juices and mi  [L 0.04 45.33
Chocolate and other food preparations containing cocoa KG 0.03 4.55
Dish washing machines; machinery for aerating bottles u 0.03 0.83
Woven cotton fabrics, less than 85% cotton, mxd with manmade fibers, |KG 0.03 10.89
Curtains, drapes & interior blinds KG 0.03 6.87
Vegetable products, nes KG 0.03 93.63
Synthetic organic coloring matter & preperations KG 0.03 9.92
Polymers of ethylene, in primary forms KG 0.03 4.80
Other furniture and parts thereof ; u 0.03 1.78
Knottd nettg of twine,cordage/rope made up fishg nets KG 0.03 19.67
Swede,mangold,fodder root, hay, lucerne (alfalfa),clover etc. +|KG 0.03 376.97
Cotton waste (including yarn waste and garnetted stock) KG 0.03 30.20
Medicinal plants KG 0.03 36.62
Ceramic sink,wash basin,bath,bidet &similar sanitary fixture u 0.03 2.10
Nonwovens, w/n impregnated, coated, covered or laminated KG 0.03 21.46
Precious & semi-precious stone,not strug, KG 0.02 3.40
Carrots, turnips and salad beetroot, fresh or chilled KG 0.02 34.32
Guts, bladders and stomachs of animals other than fish KG 0.02 5.65
Machinery for sortinglscreenlnywashg;agglomeratgshapg mineral proju 0.02 0.00
Diesel or semi-diesel engines u 0.02 0.00
Textile products&articles for tech uses KG 0.02 3.87
Women's singlets, slips, briefs, pyjamas, bathrobes etc u 0.02 1
Tableware,kitchenware, of porcelain/china KG 0.02 16.76
Tulles&other net fab not incl woven, knit/crocheted fab; etc KG 0.02 6.72
|Machine-tool for deburring/grinding,etc u 0.02 0.01
Dried fruit KG 0.02 3.63
Articles of jewellery&parts thereof KG 0.02 0.30
Clothing accessories nes; o/t of hd 62.12 KG 0.02 13.38
Ceramic tableware, kitchenware, othar than porcelain/china KG 0.02 67.50
Gelatin and gelatin derivates; glues of animal origin nes KG 0.02 5.00
Scissors, tailors' shears and similar shears, and blades thereof KG 0.02 4.04
Twine,cordge &cable, with rubber/plastic KG 0.02 23.81
Men's singlets, briefs, pyjamas, bathrobes etc u 0.02 3.31
Vessels and other floating structures for breaking up ‘u 0.02 21.45
Tomatoes prepared or preserved KG 0.02 8.27
Fruit & vegetable juices, unfermented L 0.02 40.39
Machinery part (hd 84.25 to 84.30) KG 0.02 0.01
Articles of wood, nes KG 0.02 10.61
Malt extract; food preparations of flour, meal, starch or malt extract  |[KG 0.02 2.46
Meat and edible meat offal nes KG 0.02 2.75
Molasses resulting from the extraction or refining of sugar KG 0.02 169.14
Article of cutlery,nes,cleavers,pedicure sets KG 0.02 9.77
Jams, fruit jellies & marmalades KG 0.02 33.03
Steam or vapour generatg boiler; super-heated water boiler KG 0.01 14.00
Wadding of tex mat&art thereof;tex fib<=5mm le(flock) KG 0.01 6.44
Machinery,plant/lab,involving a change of temp ex heating,cooking,etc |u 0.01 0.16
Articles of yarn, strip, twine, cordage, rope and cables, nes KG 0.01 8.86
Fruits nes, fresh KG 0.01 9.28
Base metal mountings, fttgs & sim art suitable for furn, doors, etc KG 0.01 1.92
Preserved fruits nes KG 0.01 3.95
0.01 3.23




Food preparations, nes KG 0.01 26.92
Machinery for preparing or making up tobacco u 0.01 0.00
Hand tools nes; anvils KG 0.01 1.41
Bulbs, tubers, corms, etc u 0.01 10.69
Trailers&semi-trailers;other vehicles not mechanically propelled u 0.01 0.01
Instruments, apparatus & models, designed for demonstrational purposju 0.01 0.00
Interchangeable tl for hand tol, or for machine-tools KG 0.01 0.08
Marble, travertine, ecaussine etc, KG 0.01 27.47
Cloth, grill, netting&fencing, of iron & steel wire KG 0.01 5.28
Sugars,nes,incl chem pure lactose etc; artif honey; caramel KG 0.01 21.00
Instruments for physical/chemical analysis;inst for viscosity,heat,etc u 0.01 0.01
Basketwork, wickerwork & other articles made from plaiting materials |KG 0.01 26.57
Saddlery and harness for any animal, of any material KG 0.01 1.13
Maize (corn) KG 0.01 46.62
Track suits, ski suits and swimwear, knitted or crocheted u 0.01 0.25
Tea KG 0.01 3.90
Live fish KG 0.01 7.80
Machine-tool for planing/shaping,etc sawing&other mach-tool for metalu 0.01 0.00
Refractory ceramic goods nes KG 0.01 4.91
Agricultural, hortic, forest machinery for soil prep/cultivation u 0.01 0.01
Hydrogen, rare gases & other non-metals m? 0.01 22.00
Garment made up of fabric of heading no 56.02,56.03,59.03,59.06/59.0|KG 0.01 0.86
Articles of iron or steel nes KG 0.01 3.15
Centrifuges, incl centrifugal dryers; filtering/purifying machinery u 0.01 0.12
Part suitable for use solely/princ with televisions, recpt app u 0.01 5.11
Articles of goldsmith's/silversmith's wares&pts KG 0.01 0.00
Articles for funfair, table/parlour games&auto bowling alley equipment [u 0.01 4.36
Paper or paperboard labels of all kinds KG 0.00 11.31
Clay nes KG 0.00 32.00
Machinery nes,washing/clean/ironing/impreg tex yarn u 0.00 2,18
Machines&mech appl having indiv functions, nes u 0.00 0.03
Clasp/buckle/eye,etc for apprl,handbag,etc; of base metal KG 0.00 0.17
Extracts essences & concentrates of coffee and tea KG 0.00 0.44
Measuring or checking machines, nes u 0.00 0.00
Pebbles, gravel, brocken/crushed stone; macadam of slag or dross KG 0.00 52.09
Hats&o headgear, knit/chroch from lace u 0.00 1.00
Brassieres,girdles,corsets,braces,suspenders etc&parts KG 0.00 0.56
Iron & steel tables & household articles KG 0.00 2.61
Articles of aluminum nes KG 0.00 0.57
Carpets and other textile floor covering knotted m? 0.00 0.02
Household or laundry-type washing machines u 0.00 0.02
Iron & steel screws,bolts,nuts,coach-screws, etc KG 0.00 1.72
Refrigerator, freezer, etc u 0.00 0.01
Pearls, nat or cult, etc KG 0.00 0.00
Printing_, writin_g or drawing inks & inks nes KG 0.00 0.80
Milk and cream, not concentrated nor sweetened KG 0.00 2.70
Articles of asbestos-cement, of cellulose fibre-cement KG 0.00 5.50
Syn/reconstr prec/semi-prec stones, not strg/mounted/set KG 0.00 0.19
Footwear, upper of textile mat 2u 0.00 0.39
Glass fibres (incl glass wool) and articles thereof KG 0.00 0.00
Sewing thread of man-made filaments KG 0.00 3.36
Foliage, branche etc KG 0.00 29.04
Tubes, pipes & hoses of vulcanised rubber otner than hard rubber u 0.00 0.18
Men's overcoats,capes,etc, knitted/crochetd,o/t of hd 61.03 u 0.00 4.00
Machine-tool for drill/boring/milling,threading/tapping (o/t hd no84.5 |u 0.00 0.01
Cast articles of iron or steel nes KG 0.00 0.41
Pipe, chewing & snuff tobaccos KG 0.00 22.00
Tubes, pipes and hollow profiles, seamless, or iron or steel KG 0.00 0.29
Flat-rolld products of iron/non-al/s wdth>/=600mm,hr,not clad KG 0.00 2.00




Bars&rods of iron/non-al/s, nfw than forged, hr, hd,/hot-extruded KG 0.00 2.00
Buttons, press&snap fasteners, button moulds KG 0.00 0.25
Cargo containers designed to be carried by one/more modes of transpo|u 0.00 0.00
Plaits & similar products of plaiting material mats, matting, screens KG 0.00 30.41
Copper tubes and pipes KG 0.00 0.00
Weighing machinery (excl balances of a sensitivity of 5 cg or better) u 0.00 0.00
Locust beans KG 0.00 1.46
Air conditioning machines, with motor-driven elements u 0.00 0.00
Articles of cement, concrete or artif. stone KG 0.00 13.75
Articles of stone or of other mineral substances, nes KG 0.00 0.20
Moulding boxe for met foundry;mould base; etc 0.00 0.02
Paintings, drawings, pastel, collages&sim art executd by hand u 0.00 0.02
Synthetic rubber&factice from oil KG 0.00 0.23
Brazil nuts, cashew nuts & coconuts KG 0.00 0.54
Tool for working in the hand,pneumatic/with self-containd non-elec moju 0.00 0.03
Manioc, arrowroot salep (yams) etc KG 0.00 1.51
Breakfast cereals & cereal bars KG 0.00 0.22
Conveyor or transmission belts or belting of vulcanised rubber KG 0.00 0.00
Part of footwear;romovable in-soles,heel cushion etc;gaiter etc KG 0.00 0.33
Refractory cements, mortars, concretes and similar compositions, nes |KG 0.00 9.60
Melons (including watermelons) & papayas, fresh KG 0.00 0.20
Inner tubes of rubber u 0.00 0.00
Knives and cutting blades, for machines or for mechanical appliances |u 0.00 0.06
Hats&other headgear, plaited u 0.00 2.10
Electric laser/photon beam/plasma arc solderg with cut capabilitie,etc |u 0.00 0.00
Ball or roller bearings u 0.00 0.50
Synthetic staple fibres, not carded KG 0.00 0.02
Headgear, nes u 0.00 0.13
Balances of a sensitivity of 5 cg or better, with or without weights KG 0.00 0.01
Bars & rods of stainless steel nes; angles, shapes KG 0.00 0.06
Instruments for measuring/checking the flow/level/pressure of lig/gase|u 0.00 0.02
Lac; natural gums, resins, gum-resins & balsams KG 0.00 0.39
Festive,carnival / other entertainment articles, incl conjuring tricks KG 0.00 0.12
Registers,acct,note,order books etc;other stationary articles of paper |u 0.00 0.03
Enzymes; prepared enzymes, nes KG 0.00 0.06
Imitation jewellery KG 0.00 0.03
Mechanical appl. for proj/dispersing/spray;sand blastg mach,etc u 0.00 0.45
Other string musical instruments (e.g. guitars, violins, harps) u 0.00 0.01
Silver,unwrght or in semi-manuf. form KG 0.00 0.00
Electric motors and generators (excluding generating sets) u 0.00 0.00
Women's blouses & shirts, knitted or crocheted u 0.00 0.06
Machines and apparatus of a kind used solely or principally for the man{KG 0.00 0.05
Tap,cock,valve for pipe,tank for the like,incl pressure reducing valve u 0.00 0.01
Microscopes other than optical microscopes; diffraction apparatus u 0.00 0.00
Mill/grind stones,grinding wheels,abrasives/ceramics KG 0.00 0.05
Pulley tackle & hoists other than skip hoists; winches&capstans; jacks |u 0.00 0.00
Hydrometers&similar floating inst, thermometers, etc 0.00 0.01
Sauces mixed condiments & mixed seasonings KG 0.00 0.07
Electrical app for switchg (ex fuse,switche,etc) not exceedg 1000 volt  |u 0.00 0.19
Turbo-jets, turbo-propellers and other gas turbines KG 0.00 0.55
Tubes, pipes and hollow profiles of iron or steel, nes KG 0.00 0.01
Lifting/handling/loading/unloadg machinery (excl. lift/escalator/conve |u 0.00 0.00
Machy&app for solderg,brazg (o/t those of hd 85.15) u 0.00 0.05
Surveying, hydrographic,oceanographic,meteorological instruments u 0.00 0.02
Self-adhesive plates, sheets, film etc of plastic w/n in rolls KG 0.00 0.06
Prepared unrecordd media for sound record (tapes) u 0.00 0.00
Sewing machine (o/t hd no 84.04); furniture spec designd for sew machju 0.00 0.19
Articles of vulcanised rubber o/t hard rubber, nes KG 0.00 0.05
Carpets&o tex floor covg, woven,not tufted/flocked m? 0.00 0.05




Articles of glass, nes KG 0.00 0.00
Embroidery in the piece, in strips or in motifs KG 0.00 0.40
Rubber thread,cord, strip, etc KG 0.00 0.01
Printed matter nes, including printed pictures and photographs u 0.00 0.05
Machine for assg elec/electrn lamp;mach for wrkg glassware KG 0.00 0.01
Aluminum tube or pipe fittings KG 0.00 0.27
Ballpoint pencil; markers & writing instr. (o/t headg n096.09) u 0.00 0.05
Oscilloscope/ spectrum analysers; instr for measuring ionising rad u 0.00 0.00
Automatic regulating or controlling instruments and apparatus u 0.00 0.00
Flat-rolled prod of iron/non-al/s wd less than 600mm,not clad KG 0.00 0.00




GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
NATIONAL HERITAGE & CULTURE DIVISION

o e ke ok

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY STARRED QUESTION NO.103 MOVED BY

SYEDA SHEHLA RAZA, MNA

NA Starred Question No.103 moved
by Syeda Shehla Raza, MNA

Reply by the Minister for National Heritage & Culture

“Will the Minister for National
Heritage & Culture be pleased to
state:

(a).

what role does the Division played
in fostering cultural diplomacy
and how many countries are being
engaged during 2024 and 2025;
and

The Ministry plays a very critical role in fostering cultural
diplomacy. Details of which are at Annex-I. Moreover, in the
years 2024 and 2025, 14 Agreements/MoUs have been
signed with 12 countries.

(b).

if yes,the names of these
countries and what
achievements have been made so
far?

The details of the 14 Agreements/MoUs signed with 12 countries
is at Annex-ll. Achievements have been made through cultural
diplomacy in respect of various agreements / MoUs, which are at
Annex-lll.




Annex-I

The Ministry of National Heritage and Culture Division plays a central role in advancing cultural
diplomacy, which is essentially the use of culture as a tool to build international relationships,
improve a country’s image, and promote mutual understanding.

The Ministry contributes in practical terms in the following manners:
1. Projection of Pakistan’s Soft Power

The Ministry showcases Pakistan’s rich heritage—Indus Valley civilization, Sufi traditions, arts,
music, and crafts—to the world. Through cultural exhibitions, festivals, and international events,
it helps shape a positive global narrative about Pakistan.

2. Cultural Exchanges & Agreements
It negotiates and implements bilateral cultural agreements with other countries. These include:
e Exchange of artists, scholars, and performers

e Joint exhibitions and cultural weeks
e (Collaboration in film, music, and literature

Such exchanges strengthen diplomatic ties beyond politics.

3. Promotion through International Platforms
The Ministry works closely with organizations like UNESCO to:

o Get Pakistani heritage sites recognized globally
e Preserve and promote intangible cultural heritage (like Sufi music, truck art, etc.)

e Participate in global cultural forums

4. Diaspora Engagement

Pakistani communities abroad are powerful cultural ambassadors. The Ministry supports cultural
events through embassies to keep diaspora connected and to project a positive image of Pakistan
internationally.

5. Cultural Institutions & Diplomacy
It oversees institutions such as:

e Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA)

Lok Virsa (National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage)
National Language Promotion Department

National Library of Pakistan



» Pakistan Academy of Letters
e Department of Archaeology and Museums (DoAM)

These institutions often host foreign delegations, exhibitions, and performances, acting as
diplomatic spaces.

6. Heritage Preservation as Diplomacy

Preserving sites like Mohenjo-daro and Taxila strengthens Pakistan’s global cultural standing.
When international scholars and tourists engage with these sites, it builds cultural bridges.

7. Cultural Branding & Tourism Linkages

By promoting Pakistani crafts, cuisine, festivals, and tourism, the Ministry indirectly boosts:

e Economic diplomacy
e International tourism
e National branding



Annex-II

MoU / Agreements were signed in 2024 and 2025 with National Heritage & Culture Division as

below:-
Sr. | MoU / Agreement Name Country Ministry Date of Date of
No. Name Signature Expiry
1 Cultural Exchange Azerbaijan | Ministry of | 11" July, 2024 | 10" July
Programme between the Culture of 2029
Ministry of Culture of the the Republic
Republic of Azerbaijan and of
the National Heritage and Azerbaijan
Culture Division of the
Islamic Republic of
Pakistan for the Years
2024-2029
MoU on Cooperation in the | Azerbaijan | Institute of Tk July 2024 | 10™ July
field of Literature between Literature 2034
the Institute of Literature Named
Named After Nizami After
Ganjavi of Azerbaijan Nizami
National Academy of Ganjavi of
Science and the Pakistan Azerbaijan
Academy of Letters Islamic National
Republic of Pakistan Academy of
Science
2 Agreement of Cooperation | Qatar Government SFJune, 2024 | 4™ June
in the Field of Culture of State of (date of 2027
between the Government of Qatar instrument of
the Islamic Republic of ratification)
Pakistan and Government
of the State of Qatar
3 Agreement on Cultural Turkiye Government | 13" February, | Unless
Cooperation between of Turkiye 2025 Terminated
Pakistan and Turkey
4 Memorandum of Vietnam Vietnam 15" October, 14WOctober,
Understanding between Writer’s 2024 2034
Vietnam Writer’s Association
Association (VWA) of the (VWA)
Socialist Republic of
Vietnam and Pakistan
Academy of Letters of the
Islamic Republic of

Pakistan for Cooperation in




the field of Literature

Agreement between the USA Government | 30" January, | 29" January,
Government of the United of the 2024 2029
States of America and United
Government of the Islamic States of
Republic of Pakistan America
concerning the Imposition
of Import Restrictions on
Categories of
Archaeological and
Ethnological materials of
Pakistan
MoU of Cultural Hungary | Ministry of | 17" April, 16" April,
Cooperation between Culture and | 2025 2028
National Heritage and Innovation,
Culture Division and the Republic of
Ministry of Human Hungary
Capacities of Hungary
Memorandum of Hungary Ministry of 17" April, Unless
Understanding between the Construction | 2025 Terminated
National Heritage & and
Culture Division of the Transport of
Islamic Republic of Hungary
Pakistan and the Ministry of
Construction and Transport
of Hungary on cooperation
in the field of Archaeology
and Cultural Heritage
MoU Between Ministry Of | UAE Ministry of 21% April, Unless
Culture Of The United Arab Culture of | 2025 Terminated
Emirates And National the United
Heritage & Culture Arab
Division Of The Islamic Emirates
Republic Of Pakistan On
Cooperation In The
Cultural Sector
Exchange Program for Iran Ministry of | 2-3 August, Unless
Culture For Iran and Pak Culture, 2025 Terminated
Education,
Science,
Education
and
Commerce
Culture Exchange Program | Bangladesh | Government | 24" August, Terminated
between Bangladesh Pak of 2025 on 2028
Bangladesh




10 | Program For Cultural Jordan Government | 15-16 Unless
Cooperation Between The of the November, Terminated
Government Of The Hashemite | 2025
Hashemite Kingdom Of Kingdom of
Jordan And The Jordan
Government Of The Islamic
Republic Of Pakistan

11 | Memorandum of | Indonesia | National 27" November, | Unless
Understanding Between Library of | 2025 Terminated
The National Library of the the Republic
Republic of Indonesia and of Indonesia
The National Library of the
Islamic Republic of
Pakistan On the
Cooperation in The Field of
Library Matters

12 | Agreement Between the | Kyrgyz Cabinet of | 04™ December, | Unless
Government of the Islamic Ministers of | 2025 Terminated
Republic of Pakistan and the Kyrgyz
the Cabinet of Ministers of Republic

the Kyrgyz Republic on
Cooperation in the field of
Culture




Annex-lll

Following achievements have been made through cultural diplomacy in respect of various
agreements / MoUs.

1. Cultural Exchange & Soft Powgr Projection
Pakistan has strengthened its image abroad by:

¢ Organizing cultural troupes, art exhibitions, and music/dance performances

¢ Promoting Pakistani heritage like Sufi culture, truck art, and traditional crafts

e Enhancing people-to-people contact, especially with countries in Central Asia, China,
Turkey, and the Gulf

Outcome: Improved global perception of Pakistan as a culturally rich and peaceful society.

2. Institutional Linkages

Agreements have led to:

e C(Collaboration between museums, archives, and cultural institutions
» Exchange programs between universities and research bodies
¢ Joint academic conferences on history, archaeology, and literature

Outcome: Long-term institutional cooperation instead of one-off events.
Preservation h rita
With countries like China, Iran, and Central Asian states:

¢ Joint archaeological missions (e.g., Buddhist heritage under CPEC cooperation)

e Restoration of historical sites
e Documentation of shared civilizational links (Gandhara civilization, Silk Route)

Outcome: Protection and global recognition of Pakistan’s historical assets.
4. Tourism Promotion
Through bilateral agreements:

e Promotion of religious tourism (Buddhist, Sikh, and Sufi heritage)
e Marketing Pakistan as a destination in partner countries
e Facilitation for foreign tourists and delegations

Outcome: Increase in cultural and religious tourism inflows.



5. Capacity Building & Training

e Exchange of experts in museology, conservation, and arts
e Training programs for Pakistani professionals abroad
e Technical assistance in digitization of archives and heritage preservation

Outcome: Improved professional standards within Pakistan’s cultural sector.
6. Economic & Creative Industry Benefits

e Promotion of Pakistani handicrafts, films, and creative products
¢ Participation in international festivals and expos
¢ Opening markets for cultural exports

Outcome: Support to creative economy and small artisans.

7 ngtheni ilateral Relation

e Cultural agreements often act as low-politics diplomacy, helping:
¢ Build trust even when political relations are tense
¢ Create long-term goodwill among populations



STARRED NATIONAL ASSEMBLY QUESTION NO. 104

(04™ ROTA DAY, 27™ SESSION)

QUESTION MOVED BY ANSWERED BY;
MR. MOBEEN ARIF, JAM KAMAL KHAN
MNA FEDERAL MINISTER FOR COMMERCE

a). Whether it is a fact
that appointment at the
position of Commercial
and Trade Attachés are
also made on contract
basis as well from private
sector; and

The Ministry of Commerce administers Sixty-Six (66) Pakistan's
trade Missions abroad across Fifty-Four (54) countries. These
Missions serve as Pakistan’s principal interface with
international trade and investment Partners. Each Mission is
headed by a Trade & Investment Officer (TIO). The selection of
the TIOs is carried out through a transparent and competitive
process, strictly in accordance with the Policy Guidelines for the
Selection, Appointment and Posting of TIOs-2024, duly
approved by the Honorable Prime Minister. (Annex-I).

In terms of Para-1(d) of the Policy Guidelines-2024, a minimum
of 40%, 50% and 60% of the vacancies in any particular selection
cycle are reserved for BS-20, BS-19 and BS-18 officers of CTG
respectively. Whereas, officers from other Occupational Groups
are selected against the remaining vacancies. Furthermore, in
terms of Para 1(f) of the Policy Guidelines-, ibid, 10% quota of
TIO's posts has been allocated to the candidates from Pakistani
Diaspora and Private Sector subject to fulfillment of prescribed
eligibility criteria. In case of non-availability of the suitable
candidate against the posts reserved for CTG and private sector
/ Pakistan diaspora, the successful public sector candidate from
general pool are appointed against these posts in order of merit.

All candidates from public and private sector are selected through a
very competitive and rigorous selection process. The said selection
process involves written test and psychometric assessment conducted
by LUMS / IBA and subsequent interview of the candidates who
qualified written test by a Selection Board chaired by Minister
Commerce and having Secretary Commerce, Secretary MOFA,
Secretary SIFC, CE TDAP and an expert from private sector as

Members.

It is clarified that only candidates from private sector or
Pakistani diaspora are appointed on contract basis, that too, after
they successfully compete and qualify through the transparent




and merit-based selection process. They join their respective
posts after security clearance by Special Vetting Agency (SVA)
i.e. Investigation Bureau (IB) and completing pre-departure
training at Pakistan Institute of Trade & development (PITAD).

In the selection cycle (2024-2025), no candidate from the private
sector was appointed as no private sector candidate qualified the
written test. However, the list of TIOs appointed from private
sector on contract basis during last Five (05) years is attached as

Annex-I1.

b). Details of contract-

based
remuneration,
qualification,
contract?

The qualification requirements for appointment of TIOs from
private sector / Diaspora have been clearly defined in the
eligibility criteria prescribed by the Policy Guidelines, 2024.

All officers posted to Pakistan’s Trade Missions abroad are
entitled to the same pay packages and benefits in accordance
with the applicable rules and policies. There is no significant
difference in remuneration and perks of the officers appointed
from the public sector and private sector.

A copy of the employment contract agreement with the private
sector candidate is placed at (Annex-III).
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GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
SOOO<

No. 3(1)/2022-T0-I Islamabad, the 17t December, 2024

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

o 4{}0
f 3 Investment Officers in Pakistan's Missions abroad. For the purpose of this policy,

v’%ﬁw

POSTING OF TRADE AND INVESTMENT OFFICERS (BS-I8 TO
BS-21) IN PAKISTAN'S TRADE MISSIONS ABROAD

The undersigned is directed to refer to the subject noted.above and to state that in
order to reform Pakistan’s Trade Offices abroad for enabling them to deal with the trade
challenges in a changed geo-strategic environment and to ensure efficient use of resources,
the Prime Minister has been pleased to approve the following policy guidelines for
appointment of Trade and Investment Officers (TIOs):

1) Selection Process:

a) The Ministry of Commerce shall ensure that selection process is transparent, and
merit based. Transparency and merit shall be clearly visible from the processes,
procedures and practices that are adopted for selection.

b) *All posts of Trade and Investment Officers, except Ambassador WTO-Geneva
(BS-21/22), that are vacant and available or are likely to become vacant and
available within next twelve (12) months shall be advertised along thh the
eligibility criteria (Annex-A) to invite applications.

c) *TheselechonpmceuforAmbassadorWTO—Gmm(BS—Hlﬂ)wﬂfbedme
through Special Selection Board (SSB).

d) *Excluding the post of Ambassador WTO-Geneva (BS 21/22), a minimum of
40%,50%md60%ofthemnmeammypamcu]plcdeOwﬂlbe
reserved for BS-20, BS-19 and BS-18 officers ofCl'GIupechvdy In case the
sufficient number of CTG officers cannot qualify to fill these reserved vacancies,
the unfilled ones will go to general pool.

¢) After receipt of applications subsequent to advertisement of the posts, short
listing for all applications shall be done by a Committee constituted by the
Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, according to eligibility criteria laid down in

f) In order to utilize their contacts and networking, candidates from amongst the
Pakistani Diaspora and the Private Sector (Pakistani nationals) shall be eligible
for appointment, subject to fulfilment of criteria laid down in these guidelines.
There shall be a quota of 10% for such candidates in the posts of Trade and

Pakistani Diaspora shall be considered for countries of their foreign
nationality/residency only.

*Amended vide Prime Minister’s Office U.0. No. 4620/MISPM12024 dated ]6—12—2024
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In case of non-availability of suitable candidates for reserved positions of private
sector/Pakistani diaspora, the qualified public sector candidates shall be
considered against the 10% quota in order of merit.

g) The shortlisted candidates shall appear in a Specialized Test having following
components:

i

ii.

iii.

Written Test of 100 marks related to academic background, professional
Psychometric test of the candidates qualifying written test.” Separate
marks are not awarded for the psychological assessment. The
psychometric report shall be placed before the interview board for
consideration. In case of Government servants, evaluation reports of
mandatory trainings (MCMC, SMC, NMC/NDU) shall also be placed
before the interview board. If a candidate remains absent in the
psychological assessment, he/she shall not be allowed to appear for
The Written as well as psychometric tests shall be conducted by
LUMS/IBA in selected city/cities of Pakistan and designated Pakistan’s
Missions abroad (for Pakistani Diaspora) as decided by MoC. The
Overall weightage of the written test/ assessment shall be 60% and
passing marks will be 60%.

h) The final evaluation of qualifying candidates shall be done through interview by
an Interview Board headed by the commerce minister (or Advisor to Prime
Minister on Commerce), constituted with approval of the Prime Minister. The
wcighhgeoftheintaviewshnﬂbe%.%composiﬁonofﬂwlnﬂvﬂ ,
all b

-E’.S'S JTEp.

Commerce Minister / Advisor on Commerce (Chairman)
Secretary Commerce

Secretary Foreign Affairs

Secretary Establishment Division

Secretary Board of Investment

Chief Executive TDAP

An expert from private sector appointed by Ministry of Commerce

The candidates from the Pakistani Diaspora living abroad who have cleared the

’f‘\m’nm

Missions.

test, would be interviewed via video link at the designated Pakistani

i) The Interview Board shall interview the candidates on the following parameters:

Parameter Maximum Marks
i Leadership Qualities ol »N
" ii. Interpersonal and Communication skills P o
{ [Interpersonal skills 15 marks; Communication skills | %
! 10 marks, knowledge of relevant foreign language; |
05 marks] PiE ] .
iii. Domain Knowledge N o SRS




Y,
4

j)} Successful candidates shall (in ord

CriGe

I ier of their merit, comprising of sunmation of
scores in written test and interview) be given the option to choose the station of
their choice from amongst available stations. Preference will be given to those
candidates who have knowledge of foreign language related to the vacant posts.

k) The final list of candidates recommended by the Interview Board shall be

submitted (in order of merit) to the Prime Minister for approval.

1) A waiting list of the candidates shall also be submitted (in order of merit).along

with the list of the candidates recommended for appointment for approval of
Prime Minister. This list shall be used to fill vacancies which arise due to poor
performance of the TIO or if the selected TIO does not accept the provisional
offer of appointment within seven working days of the offer letter or does not
join / assume charge of the post within 90 days (excluding delays due to official
processes like issuance of visa etc.) or if & TIO returns earlier than his/her tenure
on special grounds or is unable to serve,

The waiting list shall be valid for one year. However, the ineligibility of the
candidate, from the waiting list, shall be ascertained before his appointment as T10.
As a stop gap arrangement, the additional charge of the post shall be assigned to
TIOs in close geographical proximity.

2) Training:
After selection, a training program for a period and manner designed by Ministry of
Commerce shall be held at Pakistan Institute of Trade and Development (PITAD).
During the training, the TIOs (designate) shall be attached with private sector/trade
bodies, to understand the specific issues/problems relating to export of goods/
services to their respective countries of posting.

3) Tenure:
a) ThetmumomesshaHbesetasﬂneeyeamonly(ﬂusshnﬂalmagplyﬁ%ﬁm

who are currently on posting abroad). A maximum of two tenures ofipostings in
Pahsmnlessmnsabmadshaﬂbcaﬂoweddmmgﬂneenmecamofﬂ:eofﬁocr
concerned with an intervening period of 3 years (onthec]osmgduteof
submission of applications) between two tenures; however, for officers of CTG
the maximum limit of tenure shall be three (03) and the intervening period shall
~be two (2) years.

** In order to make use of the experience of erstwhile TIOs on their return from
posting abroad, the first right of their placement will rest with Secretary
Commerce for a period of upto two years, as per the placement mechanism

detailed at (Annex-Al).

) Extensions of tenures on grounds of family-related issues (pregnancy, illness of

immediate family members) shall not be allowed. However, in exceptional cases,
extension upto one year shall be allowed with the approval of Prime Minister.
The TIOs shall be allowed to stay ai their own expenses after relinquishing
charge, provided their parent departments allow them to stay after charge
relinquishment.

4) Pre-Departure Formalities:

The following additional pre-departure formalities (in addition to those required
by the Establishment Division) shall be fulfilled by the selected TIOs:



a) The private sector candidates shall submit an undertaking that they face no
conflict of interest of any nature arising out of their posting at the allocated
station and shall immediately disclose such conflict of interest in case that
occurs during the continuation of their tenure.

b) Afler completion of training and attachment, all selected TIOs shall submit
a provisional Economic Qutreach Plan in the format prescribed by the
Ministry of Commerce. Within 60 days of arrival at the place of pos;mg, the
TIOs shall finalize and submit their Economic Outreach Plans to Ministry of
Commerce which will become part of their respective KPIs.

5) Joining and Relieving Time:
The joining time for the selected TIO shall be fifteen days, and likewise the relieving

time for relinquishing TIO shall also be fifteen (15) days, thereby allowing an overlap
of fifteen (15) days.

6) Monitoring and Evalnation Committee:
The Trade Officers Monitoring and Evaluation Committee (TOMEC) of the Ministry
of Commerce (Annex-B) shall continue to monitor and evaluate performance of the
TIOs based on Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) (Annex-C). It shall recall those
TIOs whose performance is found to be "Below Average” anytime during his / her
tenure by the Ministry of Commerce.

7) Nomenclature of Posts:
The current nomenclature of the posts shall remain unchanged, to reflect the true
nature of the job [Trade and Investment Minister / Consul General (BS-20); Trade
and Investment Counsellor (BS-19); Trade and Investment Attaché (BS-18)]. These
Officers will also be responsible to the Board of Investment for investment related

8) Location:
Inordertobcclosetothebusmcsscenters,whaenmrymaMuumyof
Commerce shall relocate the Trade Offices (out of the Mission) to areas within or in
vicinity of Commercial areas of the cities.

9) Relaxation or Exception to the above Policy Guidelines:
There shall be no relaxation or exception to the above policy gutdehnes except with
the prior approval of the Prime Minister. "

2, This policy supersedes all previous policies for Selection of Trade and Investment

Officers in Pakistan’s Missions abroad.

(Shazia Mushtaq)
Deputy Secretary (TOs)

SHAZIA MusHTYAQ
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ANNEX-A

' POLICY GUIDELINES FOR SELECTION. APPOINTMENT AND POSTING OF TRADE

ELIGIBILITY AND INELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

1. Public Sector Candidates
Conditions for Eligibility:

a) Officers (BPS-18 to *BPS-21) of all occupational groups of the Civil Service of
Pakistan having served for at least three (3) of the last ten (10) years on relevant
positions in the office of Prime Minister and in Federal Government in Ministry
of Commerce (and organizations under it, except insurance sector), Finance
Division, Economic Affairs Division, Revenue Division, Ministry of Industries
and Production, Ministry of National Food Security and Research, Federal Board
of Revenue, Board of Investment and in offices of Chief Ministers and in
Provincial Departments of Finance, Commerce, Investment, Industries,
Provincial Revenue Authorities and Boards of Revenue, TPS employees of
TDAP (TPS- 1&2) are also eligible.

b) Officers in promotion zone can apply, subject to submission of a notarized
undertaking that (if selected) they will not demand promotion-related
trainings/actualization of promotion at the same post/up-gradation of the posts
during their tenure. -

c) Upper age limit is 56 years (on the closing date of submission of applications).

Conditions for Ineligibility:

a) Officers against whom are pending disciplinary proceedings or those who have
been awarded major penalty under Efficiency & Disciplinary Rules, 1973.
b) Officers who are beneficiaries of Plea Bargain / Voluntary Return.
c) Officers who do not apply through the proper channel.
Od) ** Officers who do not have complete Performance Evaluation Reports (PERs)
for the last five years at the time of interviews with minimum average of "VERY

% AP
?yﬁ% GOOD' or total of 40/50 marks in PERs.

d Jd 5 e) Officers who have been posted for & total of six years in Pakistan's Missions
M abroad (in any number of tenures) except for CTG who will be regulated under

Para-3(a) of the Policy.
f) Officers who were previously posted against any of the posts in the Missions but

were recalled on account of poor performance

*Amended vide Prime Minister’s Office U.O. No. 4620/M/SPM/2024 dated 16-12-2024.
** Amended vide Prime Minister’s Office U.0. No. 2695/APM/2025 dated 09-09-2025.



2. Candidates from Pakistan Diaspora and Private Sector:
Conditions for Eligibility

yy"
O,/x‘*’

2)

b)

g
h)

At least Master’s degree in Business Administration, Law, Economics,
International Trade, Commerce, Public Administration / Policy, Investment
Promotion/ Management (at least 16 years of education) duly verified from Higher
Education Commission (HEC) and from recognized educational institutes or
reputed foreign universities with at least 75% marks or equivalent in Grade Point
Average (GPA). The candidates shall submit equivalency of the degree from HEC
/ documents at the time of submitting application.
Five (5) years relevant post qualification experience (for posts in BS-18), 10 years
(for posts in BS-19), 15 years (for post in BS-20) in the fields of Marketing, Sales,
Business, International Marketing, International Trade or Investment.

A candidate from Pakistan Diaspora can apply for the post in the country which
he/she has nationality and/or country of residence where he/she has a minimum of
6 months’ resident status,

The candidates should be within age limit of up to 40 years for posts in BS-18, up
to 50 years for posts in BS-19, up to 56 for posts in BS-20.
Proficiency in spoken and written English, Arabic, French, Spanish, Russian
and/or language of country of their residence will be given preference.

The private sector candidates shall submit an undertaking that they face no
conflict of interest of any nature arising out of their posting at the allocated station
and shall immediately disclose such conflict of interest in case that occurs during
the continuation of their tenure.

Reference from the last two employers.
The Selected mdxdatesundealustandmpumwﬂlheoonmderedfor
appointment only for the country of their residence/foreign nationality.

Conditions for Ineligibility

a)
b)

©)

€)

Candidates who have foregone their Pakistani nationality would not be eligible.
Candidates who are beneficiaries of Plea Bargain / Voluntary Return.

Candidates who were terminated/dismissed from the service of the Government of
Pakistan and those terminated/dismissed from a post in private sector on
disciplinary grounds during their careers.

Candidates who have been posted for a total of six years in Pakistan's Missions
ubroad (in any number of tenures).

Candidates who were previously posted against any posts of Government of
Pakistan in Pakistan's Missions but were recalled on account of poor performance.

OO OO



POLICY GUIDELINES FOR SELECTION, APPOINTMENT AND POSTING OF TRADE

AND INVESTMENT OFFICERS (BS-18 TO BS21) IN PAKISTAN'S MISSIONS ABROAD

vii.

MECHANISM FOR PLACEMENT OF THE RETURNING TIOs

The services of returning TIOs (non-CTG) shall be placed at the disposal of
Ministry of Commerce for a maximum period of up to two (02) years, pursuant to
their return, based on the performance of each TIO. /

The selection for posting among the returning TIOs will be based on performance
evaluation (including end-of-posting reports, TOMEC’s Assessment based on
KPIs and trade promotion outcomes).

The services of TIOs, assessed as QOutstanding, Very Good or Good shall be
retained by the Ministry to get benefit from their experience as TIOs.

The TIOs, assessed as average or below average will not be considered for posting
in MoC/TDAP.

The returning TIOs shall not be selected/exempted from placement by the Ministry
of Commerce based on any discretion or pick and choose, hence creating no
exceptions.

The TIO selected for posting in MoC may be posted in the Foreign Trade & WTO
Wings of the Ministry of Commerce (preferably in the Wings dealing with the
respective region of TIO’s place of posting) to get maximum benefit of his/her
experience;

The returning TIOs, who have served in Cat-III Stations (i.c., Stations mainly
dealing with Trade & Investment Promotion), will be considered for posting at
TDAP;

The returning TIOs, subject to availability of posts, shall be posted in MOC/TDAP
and in case a post is not available the officer shall be placed on a waiting list for
posting in case of availability of post subsequently during the 2-year period.
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ANNEX-B
TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN PART -1

GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
SOOT

Islamabad, the 26% June, 2023

NOTIFICATION

No. 13(1)12022-TO-I: The Prime Minister has been pleased to constitute the following Trade
Officers Monitoring and Evaluation Committee (TOMEC) in the Ministry, in order to evaluate
the Performance of Trade & Investment Officers posted in Pakatan's Missions abroad, as per their
respective Key Performance Indicators (KPISs).

2 The Composition of the Committee is as under:

1) Secretary Commerce : Chairman
2) Additional Secretary, BOI
3) Additional Secretary (MOFA) Member
4) Additional Secretary (Trade Diplomacy) Member
5) Additional Secretary (Policy & Admin) Member

E-
S

6) Secretary, TDAP Member
7) Joint Secretary (FT-I) Member
8) Joint Secretary (FT-II) Member
9) Joint Secretary (FT-III) Member
10) Joint Secretary (FT-IV) Member
11) Joint Secretary (HRM) Member
12) Deputy Secretary (TOs) Member / Secretary

i.  Secrctary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamabad.
ii.  Secretary, Board of Investment, Islamabad.
iii.  Secretary, Trade Development Authority of Pakistan, Karachi.
iv.  Joint Secretary (FT-I), Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad.
v.  Joint Secretary (FT-II), Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad.
vi.  Joint Secretary (FT-III), Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad. .
vii.  Joint Secretary (FT-IV), Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad. i
viii. Joint Secretary (HR), Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad. i
IX.
X
xi

Deputy Secretary (TOs), Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad.
SO, to SC, Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad.
. PS to Additional Secretary (P&A), Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad.
xii. PS to Additiopal Secretary (TD), Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad.
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LIST OF TIOS APPOINTED FROM PRIVATE SECTOR ON CONTRACT BASIS DURING LAST
FIVE (05) YEARS

Sr. Name Designation
Trade and investment Counsellor (TIC)/BS-19 | Parep Beijing, China

Place of posting

1. Mr. Ghulam Qadir
2. Mr. Asad Khan Afridi | Trade and investment Counsellor (TIC)/BS-19 | Parep Cairo, Egypt
Parep Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Mr. Abdul Majeed Trade and Investment Attaché (TIA)/BS-18




FhnonTL

F.No.
Government of Pakistan
Ministry of Commerce
>SS
Islamabad, Dated: Day-Month-year

Subject: EMPLOYMENT ON CONTRACT BASIS AS TRADE AND
INVESTMENT OFFICER (BS-18-20) AT PAKISTAN TRADE MISSION

ABROAD.

I am directed to convey the approval of Prime Minister for appointment as Trade &
Investment Attaché (BS-18)/Trade & Investment Counsellor(BS-19)/Minister (Trade and
Investment Counsellor(BS-20) at Pakistan’ Trade Mission Abroad on Contract Basis under
the Federal Government on the following terms and conditions: -

1; Post: Trade & Investment Attaché (BS-18)/Trade &
Investment Counsellor(BS-19)/Minister (Trade
and Investment Counsellor(BS-20)

2 Status: Diplomatic
3. Place Posting: e.g. Embassy of Pakistan, Cairo, Beijng, etc.
4. Period Contract: The contract period shall be three (03) years (non-

extendable) from the date of assumption of
charge. Ministry of Commerce is authorized to
recall trade officer before the expiry of the tenure
in case of "Poor Performance" based on Key
Performance Indicators (KPIs).

5. Pay: Minimum of BS-18. Annual increment shall be
admissible as under the normal rules.

6. Allowances: Before Departure / | Married and accompanied by family:

Transfer Grant Equal to half month's pay to be drawn in Pakistan
currency.

Married but not accompanied by family or
unmarried:

Equal to 1/4 month's pay.




During Postmg
Abroad:

Termination of
Contract to termination by Mmlstry of Connnel‘ce.
recommendation of TOMEC or as a result of 2




disciplinary proceedings. The termination of contract by the officer
shall be governed under the Policy Gilidelines for selection of TIOs
2024 (as amended time to time with the approval of the PM) and the
undertaking / affidavit submitted by the officer in accordance with the
Policy Guidelines for selection of TIOs in Pakistan Trade Missions
abroad, 2024.

17. Other Matters | In respect of other matters not specified in this contract, the
rules/regulations as applicable to Federal Civil Servants and Pakistan

Foreign Office Rules shall apply.

2. If the above terms and conditions of appointment are acceptable to you, please send your
written acceptance by registered post to the Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad within five (05)
working days along with documentary evidence that you have resigned from present job/divested
from your business.

3. This offer of appointment will be treated as cancelled if you do not convey acceptance
within the time specified in Para-2 above.

Section Officer(TO-I)

Copy to:-

1. AGPR, Islamabad.

2. The Chief Accounts Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamabad. Director (P-I),
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamabad.

3. Head of Mission, Embassy of Pakistan.

4. Deputy Secretary (HRM) for onward forwarding to Superintendent (Confidential),
Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad.

5. Section Officer (Accounts), Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad.

6. Section Officer (Budget), Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad.

7. Section Officer (T0s-Budget), Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad.




National Assembly Un-Starred Question No. 23

(4" Group, 27" Session)

Question by: Answer by:
Syed Rafiullah, Ministry of Federal Education & Professional
MNA Training

Will the Minister for Federal Education
and Professional Training be pleased
 to state:

a) the prescribed criteria and
procedure currently in place for the
appointment of the Registrar in the
Federal Urdu University of Arts,
Science and Technology;

As per clause 13(1) of FUUAST Ordinance
CXIX-2002, “There shall be a Registrar of the
University to be appointed by the Senate on the
recommendation of the Vice-Chancellor, on such
lerms and conditions as may be prescribed”.

The clause 13(2) defines that “The experience and
professional  and academic qualifications
necessary for appointment to the post of the
Registrar shall be as may be prescribed”.

As per the clause 13(4) “The term of office of the
Registrar shall be a renewable period of three
years”. (Relevant extract of FUUAST Ordinance
is attached as Annex-A)

This is a tenured contractual position for a period
of three years, extendable, and was advertised on
the direction of the Court, as it had remained
vacant for a long time.

b) whether these criteria were followed
in letter and spirit in the appointment of
the incumbent Registrar;

c) the criteria and procedure actually
adopted for the appointment of the
incumbent Registrar;

The criteria were followed in letter and spirit in the
appointment of the incumbent registrar. The
advertisement was published in March 2025.

All received applications were checked by the
Scrutiny committee and as per the laid-down
criteria given in the advertisement; he was eligible
on the merit list for the position of Registrar.

The Selection board was held on September 1,
2025 and the recommendations of Selection
Board were approved in 51st Senate Meeting held
on October 4, 2025. After the approval of Senate,
the appointment letter was issued (Relevant
Record is attached as Annex-B).

d) whether the previous service record
of the incumbent Registrar was taken
into account before his appointment,
and if so, the details thereof;

Dr. Syed Inayat Ali Shah has over 34 years of
extensive administrative and teaching experience.
He is a retired Meritorious Professor (BPS-22)
from the historic institution, Islamia College
Peshawar (a chartered public sector university).
He is the only individual to have attained the
position of Meritorious Professor in this 114-year-

| old institution.




Based on his distinguished administrative and
academic record, the Chancellor of the university
appointed him as his representative on the Special
Selection Board at UET Peshawar and as a
regular member of the Selection Board at Bacha
Khan University, Charsadda, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, for a three-year term during 05-08-
2022 to 04-08-2025.

(The CV and the relevant documents are attached
as Annex-C)

e) whether it is correct that prior to his

appointment, allegations of maipractice

existed during his service with previous

| employers, and if so, the details
thereof,

As per statement of Dr. Syed Inayat Ali Shah, he
has never been involved in any malpractice.

f) whether any inquiry or investigation
was conducted regarding such
allegations and its outcome; and

As per statement of Dr. Syed Inayat Ali Shah,
there is no enquiry against him.

g) the steps taken or under
consideration to proposed for ensure
transparency, merit, and corrective
action in such appointments?

All received applications were checked by the
Scrutiny committee and as per the laid-down
criteria given in the advertisement; he was eligible
on the merit list for the position of Registrar.

The Selection board was held on September 1,
2025 and the recommendations of Selection
Board were approved in 51%' Senate Meeting held
on October 4, 2025. After the approval of the
Senate, the appointment letter was issued.
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(6) A resolution recommending the removal of the Vice-Chancellor shall be
submitted to the Chancellor forthwith. The Chanczllor may accept the
recommendation and order removal of the Vice-Chancellor or return the
recommendation to the Senate.

" (7) At sny time when the office of the Vice-Chancellor is vacant, or the
Vice-Chancellor is absent or is unable to perform the functions of his office duc
to illacss or some other cause, the Sennte shell make such armangements for the
performance of the duties of the Vice-Chancellor as it may deem. fit.

13.  Registrar.— (1) There shall be a Registrar of the University to be
appointed by the Senate on the recommendation of the Vice-Chancellor, on such
terms and conditions as may be prescribed.

(2)  ‘Vhe experience and professional and academic qualifications necessary
for appointment (o the post of the Registrar shali be as may be prescribed.

(3)  The Registrar shall be a full-time officer of the University and shall,-

{a)  be the administrative-head of the secretariat of the University and
: be responsible for the provision of secrctariat support to the
Authorities of the University;

(b)  be the custodian of the commaon seal and the academic records of
the Universily; - .

(c) ~ mainlain a register of registered graduaied in the prescribed
manner,

(d) conduct glections of membess {o.the various suthorilies in the
" preseribed manner; ahd

(e)  perform such other dutics as may be presribed.

(4)  The term ol office of the Registrar shall be a renewable period of three
years:

Provided that the Senate may, on the advice of the Vice-Chancalior,

terminate the appointment of the Registrar on grousds of ineffici
misconduct in accordance with the prescribed proeagdun R—— ‘.)r

14, Treasurer~ (1) There shall be a Tressursr of the Universi
5o B 2 Universily to
be appointed by the Senate on the recommendation of the Vicc-ChancelloryOn
such terms and conditions as may be preseribed. . '




{ FEDERAL URDU UNIVERSITY
= of Arts, Science and Technology

Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science &
Technology (FUUAST) invites applications
for the key position of Registrar for a
renewable terms of three years (as per
FUUAST Ordinance CXIX 2002).

» Location: Islamabad / Karachi
> Salary: Negotiable
» Age Limit: Up to 62 years

Terms and Conditions:

Detailed terms and conditions are
available on ougC website. Visit
www.fuuast.edu.pk7jobs24 for further

information.  Q
@

Applicatio%@%adline: March 16, 2025
Joi SFUUAST and contribute 43

oin us af and contribute eﬁﬁ

to excelfence in higher education.

4
o

Dr. Sadia Khalil (Acting Registrar)

~ Gulshan-e-lghakCampus, University Road, Karachi. &

= Ph: 99244271-9

ﬁﬂne X
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Job Advertisement: Registrar (Fixed-Term Positions)

Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science & Technology (FUUAST) invites applications
for the following key positions for a renewable terms of three years (as per FUUAST

Ordinance CXIX 2002).

Location: Islamabad/Karachi
Salary: Negotiable
Age Limit: Up to 62 years

l Terms and Conditions: Detailed terms and conditions are available on our website. Visit
https:/fuuast.edu.pk/careers for further information.

Application Deadline: March 16, 2025

Join us at FUUAST and contribute to excellence in higher education!
Job Description for Registrar at FUUAST

Job Summary:
The Registrar is responsible for the smooth and efficient management of academic and

student-related services, including admissions, records management, scheduling, and policy
enforcement. The role requires ensuring compliance with institutional policies and
maintaining the integrity of the academic processes.

. Key Responsibilities:

¢ Oversee the admission process, student records, academic calendars. and course
registrations. )

» Develop and maintain policies related to academic administration, including

admissions, examinations, and graduations.

Ensure compliance with university regulations and accreditation standards.

Serve as a key liaison between academic departments and administrative offices.

Manage student grievances and academic appeals, ensuring timely resolution.

Coordinate university-wide events such as convocation, student orientation, and

award ceremonies.

Ensure the integrity, confidentiality, and security of academic records and related

data.

¥  » e @

. Qualifications and Skills:

* - Minimum 2™ Class Master’s Degree, Preferably 1*! Class with at least 17 years or
above post graduate level teaching experience OR At least 17 years or above
administration experience in Grade 17 and above or equivalent experience in a
Government, Semi Government, reputed organization, institution and university.

. Fd?:tcr’s degree in Education Administration, Public Administration, or a related

ield.

Minimum of 10 years of experience in an administrative or academic role.

Strm}g organizational, communication, and leadership skills.

Fam:li'arity with academic policies, regulations, and student services.

Proficiency in academic management systems and databasc management.
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Job Advertisement: Registrar (Fixed-Term Positions)

Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science & Technology (FUUAST) invites applications
for the following key positions for a renewable terms of three years (as per FUUAST
Ordinance CXIX 2002).

Location: [slamabad/Karachi
Salary: Negotiable
Age Limit: Up to 62 years

Terms and Conditions: Detailed terms and conditions are available on our website. Visit

https://fuuast.edu.pk/careers for further information.

Application Deadline: March 16, 2025

Join s at FUUAST and contribute to excellence in higher education!
Job Description for Registrar at FUUAST

Job Summary:
The Registrar is responsible for the smooth and efficient management of academic and

student-related services, including admissions, records management, scheduling, and policy
enforcement. The role requires ensuring compliance with institutional policies and
maintaining the integrity of the academic processes.

Key:Responsibilities:

+ . Oversee the admission process, student records, academic calendars, and course

registrations.

« Develop and maintain policies related to academic administration, including
admissions, examinations, and graduations.

- Ensure compliance with university regulations and accreditation standards.
Serve as a key liaison between academic departments and administrative offices.
Manage student grievances and academic appeals, ensuring timely resolution.
Coordinate university-wide events such as convocation, student orientation, and
award ceremonies.

» Ensure the integrity, confidentiality, and security of academic records and related

data. :

Qualifications and Skills:

» Minimum 2™ Class Master’s Degree, Preferably 1% Class with at least 17 years or
above post graduate level teaching experience OR At least 17 years or above
administration experience in Grade 17 and above or equivalent experience in a
Government, Semi Government, reputed organization, institution and university.

« Master's degree in Education Administration, Public Administration, or a related

field.

Minimum of 10 years of experience in an administrative or academic role.
Strong organizational, communication, and leadership skills.

Familiarity with academic policies, regulations, and student services.
Proficiency in academic management systems and database management.



A

20254 ;ﬂU-‘l.‘Jf:J"'.(SI YR B - sirey

L;J’b?su.*,b-c}i'?_lzd’ J.f.fu}fd‘ﬂ_:
st3s3
GDuslfiielesr
Senn20254571/04 509

Ay Ailie 138, s 4002028 251108 3 3 2 g it i SR 3o 1S FBLS VYl Lo SENE L sk g 3
G T B L Sl Senid 3402025 7 V1 v i2028 13 50 g inf amin g S I

Jif A LLEF L F£12:00m a2 e Fin Ko o P e febta b vbn T S g S e nice? MIE rade iy
Sofi et Bl peind il s e ei S bicbe pnSinpeBIl KF Ui [P SyBRT SEmS S Lcie Sl 3y /8 rgte
E P ad Wosrud 18I oS P2 st o i Se i i SN0 N n b a2 b 2 RN P S e E 12002 L hus e ST
L AINE S p e e 01:00£ 8L gg00£.12:00 s L S a2 b S £ St e msstf o s A L2 700 £ v
iRyt (BT u:aﬂ.—t.—i:._;r-.;_wum(oo)_uru! L LS \)fff,f,,nq_(r?): PRPA BN B A (Yl LT W =)
Y, T Pt At B 4l e SUEY ann A e g Gy

At EL LT p S S -JLA;"?L@;,-,‘WTJ;—Q.M.'.Tﬁf‘:L)JJLf;;T,Eh L2 2B A e ARl s 20
wiref s el Pt S A e SO L33 o3 S R Pel 1 id i £ B AL _T g ot bl e adirtiy M e cir RLE
Vi s g S i Aol s RTH i o st L ST a8y e Lo 238 e nd‘}”’.’_ APy Swp e pfbsinedozrs

el e G AL St S Sl i B S i A
& 140



202525704 5 e 5 Do i it i - e,

s SR P g § St s S Simn s Liiy 210/

("ot | astald ; TR sl 5 Sz
7 TN i Ny N 7 P e o Y Pt

| i !

- whu LUl 4 5 | ) i.

| b N |

- R TRV CWN I#ALW;MHJG*P‘/W”IJPMJ(ML* 145
!— 4 ; poatall? | L I = x5 [ s

Lol & AL uged fo 5 yusat Figh e Ha:.a}fg';fdrccqﬂl.ﬂig
St L el gt ozt I S oo Bt
;r"bg.fp'(.;ui‘lfrm,uvm}—bu;gdw-ﬁl L2 b gna it
N A TN/ DY P h W S et migiidV

&l Defer Lue o SUEL szt

o Violation §/ /i -e-ifn Poomplisnce wad 4 SUI LS 39 s p i g,
el Az Aplnuf-"-q-ﬁ"'kdidaﬁ'{.;uﬁz_xz.fu_b: Lo fiedn
S SDeter

(Ut SE SO S Ll g 1P g L e B AV Lo W
-uﬁ.-ébb/‘-i J‘P

K3 P LT L PS 2NISU AR L i 728

I v




Pt

JA}"-; sa2
Py P
~Leas /i

Rl apt,

"

1
i
]

———
s

IV PR (1) RO RS Sy

i

1

&, xuf-’_l',‘dy_.‘l.i;é -”.,:( Violation of Rules, Regulations and Procedure )

B N RPN S NS GRTA ¥ (53 B S0 S PR W | SO S

_4’_\_';_,‘}.:

- af - [oe - o
DTSl it e Lo L e PR T S e

-L?sjlfl)cfcr.f_f?g;o‘{cu_ﬂ_‘ufa‘ (_ﬂ-&fl‘,‘ bl Su,u:g' .i}'v.".pg -3
.{.,.,':'?:Rf._-rdﬁ' ';:'.-";!d'../’dcfcr_ih‘fglf.‘i.;)’:i;/"’;f‘:/f?!,/’..:/‘ |
A Qedrdiw e e w s poiranf S8 F e o AL sl

b

MLeltvaim} Jo L) M o thi 2 nie l LRy B L FP L
S BT den s p 00 S Mg S o3 £ Probation period L. |
.(flto’g’-"—: 55’?.!.,!'&»&)'4 i éls/’h.eau'..&‘_.b’u".rn.‘_dﬂf"ni.ﬁi-l!fﬂihﬂﬁ'&ff:f{.q’; Ldr.‘-“'k‘:&f

I TN P AL LT bt ha b S ar o ri iy

wid s/ K it Deobation period .

BY VN FIT TN o 1 9y P A I
Lo al S A B nﬂ(‘flﬁd‘, Flme oty 24

.y’-l'?awlﬁbzu’-';’&;fn.l.(,q?rcmm.e,ﬂf LAl
}:%L?,j.;a-’.z_xm’,ﬁ"iuﬂg'-’uu’-n’.sz:fyﬁii.__)mrz.,u.,.cuu*

WAl
‘Lﬁ,f‘rly:;/xq:..gfriii_

LS dnadts
bt e skt
WL T

PRI 05 g B rF e S NIRI LS P iy 13 oy
FUARIE Ao Dol Ll S giraburyd S

ni¥




2025274 04 5 eSS LI i =t

: ! [ "f‘;.“?"é_ ;'Zw..(L.;.c’..“‘s)t»uuz.;ur_'—f!,w.g‘,:."4.__.-g}_,.-,;ﬁ_‘,:.,_{_?' A
i

. | pad

. : X S’?J',".’.-u;f.;;Q':JJ:LVAJM-PNMHM pcriodﬁdb..{'c.é:.’.f_la&?’lﬁ |

g i

N ____{_ R i ~ :df:.{fs‘.;daﬁ‘y;.gf,:}:iu’?’.;gﬁ i

el 'JL&;‘&LJ’JSW@AJML.MC::&Mhﬁ’:mmzouuc?g' 240

T

P B ' s/ 5 - Ju

i

AL P2 | LeSfeci LG Satpie
s oA E b

S L 2010 208z 134T

| AreBal? & . o/ & Puig

-Saklap, Eedeed LT fiaie db
e VoS AE

' ” ¥

B

=
Bk



Professional Profile of Dr. Syed Inayat Ali Shah

This document presents a comprehensive professional profiie of Dr. Syed inayat Ali Shah,
highlighting his academic achievements, exiensive teaching and administrative experience,
research cgntributions, and leadership roles in higher education.

Personal and Educational Background

Dr. Shah was born on November 1, 1964, In Mardan, Pakistan. He is married and fluent in Urdu,
Pashto, English, and Japanese.

Ph.D. in Mathematics — Saga University, Japan

M.Phil. in Mathematics — Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad

M.Sc. in Matherhatics — Quaid-s-Azam University, Islamabad

B.Sc. — University of Peshawar

Japanese Language Certificate — Kyushu University, Japan

gk WN

Professional and Administrative Experience

Dr. Shah has over 33 years of combined experience in academia and university administration. He
has served as Professor, Daan, Chairman, and Academic Coordinator at severai prestigious
institutions including Islamia Coliege Peshawar, Abdul Wali Khan University Mardan, and Sheikh
Zayed Islamic Centre (University of Peshawar). He served as Meritorious Professor (BPS-22) at
Isiamia College Peshawar untll his retirement in November 2024.

Following his retirement, Dr. Shah has been serving as Registrar at the Federal Urdu University of
Arts, Science and Technology (FUUAST), Isiamabad since November 2025 to the present. His
appointment as Registrar was duly approvad by the Senate of the university chaired by the
President of the Islainic Repubiic of Pakistan. In this role, he oversees academic administration,
statutory matters, university governance processes, and coordination among various administrative
and academic units.

Research and Academic Contributions

Supervised 75 M.Phil. scholars and 14 Ph.D. scholars.
Published over 125 research articles in national and international journals.
Achieved a cumulative impact factor exceeding 80,

Secured research grants exceeding Rs. 10 million from the Higher Education Commission
(HEC) of Pakistan.

AW N =

Leadership, Training, and Honors
i
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Dr. Shah has organized numerous national and intemational conferer.ces, seminars, and

workshops. He also participated in leadership tralning programs in Scatiand. In recognition of his
academic excellence, he was awarded the first Gold Madai by his university.

Additional Roles and Achievements

Dr. Shah has served on several statutory bodies, selection boards, and academic committees,
contributing significantly to institutional development, facuity recruitment, and academic policy
formulation. His extensive research output, administrative lsadership, and international
collaborations have established him as a prominent figure in highsr education and research
development in Pakistan.



GOVERNMENT OF KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA
HIGHER EDUCATION, ARCHIVES AND
LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT

Brated Peshawar the 05082022

ﬂll\, of the Constizution, F sciions and Powers of Authorities Bachs Khan Unsverun
Sututes, 2010, the Honomble Governor, Rhyber Pakhtunkhwa Chancellor, on the advie of te
Chief Minister. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, under Asticle 105 of the 1973 Consttation of [slemuc
Republic of Pakistan has been pleased 1o pominate the following 55 members of Seloctica
Board~Bs.ha Khan University Charsadda fora period of thrce years with immediate effect:

SNo Cstegory
i Member of Syndicate
. s
Persons of eminence
-53-
SECRETARY
HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

- NO v
Copy t0:

1. Principal Secretary o Govemor, Governor's Secretarial, Peshawar.
2. Principal Secretary to Chicl Minister, Chief Ministers Seceetariat, Peshawer.
. PSO 1o Chicf Sccretary, Khyber Pakiitunkhwa.
4 Vice Chancellor, Bacha Khan University Charsadda
5. Members concerned through Registrar, Bacha Khan University Charsadda
6. P.S to Secrewary, Higher Education Depaniment. q
-=%:* Master File.
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"PART-2 ()
PENSION / FAMILY PENSION PROFORMA UNDER PARA-2(a)
Pension/Family Pension case of M. L2790 ff ﬂ_yf 4{4 8'1\f ;
Mesthurios Profesed, Phelan
1. DateofBirth.......... . , e 0/ L= (955,
2. Dateof retirementDeath......., e 3 l:.18 . 2945
3. Date of Apgointment... /8- 1o-1994.
4. Total Length of service. I8 oags  omsnths.... 5295
5. Less non-qualifying Service (if any) i :
6. Net Qualifying scrvice LB il
7. LastBasic Pay drawn 334,549
B M T i ibssissimmmnmmismobostmadsoesiiontssicmors i A i i op NS o mm g R 5585
9. Senior Post Allowance.... l 2 39

10. Total emoluments........ SR 4.580. -k&?maxza,/ 3.93..,..... 3‘34;337

.................

11. QOrdinary Gross Pensicn under para 2(a)

12, Revised Gross Pension el
13. Less 35% of revised gross pension o be commuied 79,.H44¢
14, Net monthly pension payable w.e.f. : LH7.5%3.

2233154 > 4, 83(

EYEER =3 s 27.473..

70 5 S L 0 S ‘ 22705

' SR 9% 1AAEX INCIEASE PRYBBIE WebFievsrrrrrerreresssemesssssssssssemsrsssssssssmsessesmmeesossce
16. Total Net Monthly pension Wee.f....A.z= 4., 2..,92}\ iﬁsiﬁ ‘

o /1 /7 T Aﬂlo

B
17. 25% med Allowance w.e.f. &dﬂ‘ . Tt 3.'2}'-_ . ....
36

I8, 35% commu ‘i‘“: {:ayablnon ﬂE basis of normal age of Years. : ’

£y 3 23

The case is scnt Aud:l for t,‘mheflvui 7 X Mmﬁn}rﬁ Lakd | (‘Z:IOZJ ?‘? é
m’ —

Alloronnce =
Vc:iﬁul and approved

Rﬁdmﬂeﬂ : r

Islamia Colltgedieshbmars ¢ ' * Islamia College Péshawar
Islamiz College Peskawar . '
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UNSTARRED NATIONAL ASSEMBLY QUESTION NO. 26

(04™ ROTA DAY, 27™ SESSION)

QUESTION MOVED BY SYEDA ANSWERED BY;
MS. SHEHLA RAZA, JAM KAMAL KHAN
MNA FEDERAL MINISTER FOR COMMERCE

Will the Minister for Commerce be pleased to
state:

a. Whether the Ministry has evacuated the
performance of Trade Development Authority
of Pakistan (TDAP) in the last year; and

e Performance of TDAP for the last year is
placed at Annexure—A.

e Qutcome of TDAP Flagship Events is
placed at Annexure—B.

b. If so, the achievements, gaps identified, and
any structural reforms proposed?

e Details of gaps identified and proposed
structural reforms are placed at
Annexure—C.




Annexure B

Outcomes of Flagship Events

S# Flagship Events Foreign No. of No. of B2B Expected

Delegates Countries Exhibitors  Meetings Business
(USD)

2 | 1st FAM 2025

3rd FoodAg 2025 850 85 ' 370 5700 ’ 730 M




Annexure-C
Gaps Identified in Achievements and Proposed Structural Reforms

S# Gap ldentified Issue Description Proposed Structural Reform

Limited institutional focus on Appointment of Director (SME)

2 | Weak SME
Promotion SMEs and lack of dedicated in each Product Division; SME-
Framework ownership within product focused export ecosystem and

divisions structured export readiness
programs

Launch Trade Opportunity Alert
System for real-time global
demand alerts; centralized TIO-
based intelligence platform

| Delayed dissemination of trade
opportunities; underutilization
of TIO reports

Absence of Real-
Time Market
Intelligence

Lack of unified digital systems | Establish Al-enabled Trade
for analytics, matchmaking, and | Intelligence Portal; digital
monitoring dashboards; Al-based buyer—
seller matchmaking platform ’

Fragmented
Digital
Infrastructure

Conclusion:
The proposed reforms focus on HR strengthening, SME-centric restructuring, real-time data
systems, and digital transformation, enabling TDAP to transition into a modern, intelligence-

driven Trade Promotion Organization aligned with global best practices.
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Delegates Countries Exhibitors Meetings Business
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Annexure-C

Gaps Identified in Achievements and Proposed Structural Reforms

Gap Identified

2 | Weak SME
Promotion
Framework

Time Market
Intelligence

Fragmented '
Digital
Infrastructure

4 | Absence of Real-

Conclusion:

Issue Description

SMEs and lack of dedicated
ownership within product
divisions

" e O AN

- Delayed dissemination of trade
opportunities; underutilization
of TIO reports

Lack of unified digital systems
for analytics, matchmaking, and

monitoring

Limited institutional focus on

Proposed Structural Reform

Appointment of Director (SME)
in each Product Division; SME-
focused export ecosystem and
structured export readiness
programs

Launch Trade Opportunity Alert
System for real-time global
demand alerts; centralized TIO-
based intelligence platform

Establish Al-enabled Trade
Intelligence Portal; digital

dashboards; Al-based buyer—
seller matchmaking platform

The proposed reforms focus on HR strengthening, SME-centric restructuring, real-time data
systems, and digital transformation, enabling TDAP to transition into a modern, intelligence-
driven Trade Promotion Organization aligned with global best practices.
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