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(9th Group, 10th Session) 

  

NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  SECRETARIAT 

 

———— 

 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 

to be asked at a sitting of the National Assembly to be held on 

 

Monday, the 4th November, 2024 
 

 

213. *Mr. Hameed Hussain: 

 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state: 

    

 (a)  detail of funds issued for development projects of District 

Kurram; and 

 

 (b)  the details of under Social Action Programme (SAP) 

arrangements? 

 

 Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division: (a) The SDGs 

Achievement Programme (SAP) funds are grant-specific and not person or 

constituency-specific in terms of the judgment of the Supreme Court of 

Pakistan dated 05-12-2013. Lump-sum funds are released to the concerned 

Federal Ministries, i.e. M/o Housing & Works (PWD), Petroleum Division 

(Gas Companies), Power Division (Electric Companies) and Provincial 

Governments for execution of their SAP Schemes under SAP 

“Guidelines” approved by the Federal Cabinet, after fulfilling all codal 

formalities. Cabinet Division provides only the “Secretarial Support” to 

the Sustainable Development Goals Achievement Programme (SAP). 

 

 The following funds under Sustainable Development Goals 

Achievement Programme (SAP) were allocated/released for District 

Kurram:- 
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 (b) The detail of schemes executed in District Kurram under SAP 

is at Annex-I. 
 

(Annexure has been Placed in the National Assembly Library) 
 

214. *Ms. Shagufta Jumani: 
 

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication be pleased to state: 
 

 (a) the details of primary goals and current initiatives taken by 

the Ministry; and 

 

 (b) whether efforts taken are expected to positively impact the 

country’s digital infrastructure and overall economic 

development? 

 

 Minister of State for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication (Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja): (a) The Ministry of 

Information Technology and Telecommunication (MoITT) is entrusted to 

formulate policies aimed at improving National Information and 

Communications Technology (ICT) Infrastructure and services, to 

transform Pakistan into a knowledge-based economy by ensuring the 

provision of reliable and affordable Information and Communications 

Technology enabled services. 

 

 With the advancement and innovation in technology, ICT has 

become the driving force in the development and economic growth of 

countries. Government is committed to support all segments of society for 
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affordable and equitable access to the people so that they can get 

maximum benefits from the available opportunities. 

 

 The current initiatives by the Ministry are placed at Annex-A. 

 

 (b) Yes, all the initiatives mentioned in part “a” is a paradigm 

shift towards digital Pakistan the efforts are paying off as the ICT industry 

is growing in terms of number of companies revenue export and 

workforce every year consequently the ICT export have increased by 

many times over the last decade thereby. Demonstrating a clear 

confidence in the ability of local manufacturers and companies to deliver 

IT base solution and services to meet the expectations of clients resulting 

in digital transformation inclusion and economic wellbeing of all segments 

of society. 

 

 The effectiveness of Government measures is evident from stellar 

24% increase in export during FY 2023-24 enabling the IT and ITE sector 

has delivered as the largest trade surplus across all services sectors of 

Pakistan economy during FY 2023-24 Ministry of IT is committed to 

sustain the momentum with the same pace and ensure more growth in 

future. 

 

(Annexure has been Placed in the National Assembly Library) 

 

215. *Mr. Muhammad Jawed Hanif Khan: 

 

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that Fire Wall is being installed to manage 

and monitor internet traffic in the country; 

 

 (b) what is the philosophy, reasoning and strategy behind such 

efforts; 

 

 (c) what is the assessment of adverse impact on national digital 

economy by such measures; and 
 

 (d) what mitigating steps have been taken or being taken by the 

Government to avoid them? 
  
 Reply not received. 



4 

216. *Ms. Sharmila Sahiba Faruqui Hashaam:  

 

Will the Minister for Aviation be pleased to state: 

    

 (a) what are the plans for expanding air services and routes 

within Pakistan, particularly considering the recent induction 

of new aircraft for the Pakistan International Airline (PIA) 

fleet and the ongoing efforts to enhance connectivity between 

major cities; and 

 

 (b) what is current status and future plan for air services 

agreements with other countries, particularly considering the 

recent signing of the Air Services Agreement (ASA) between 

Pakistan and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia? 

 

 Minister for Aviation (Khawaja Muhammad Asif): (a) At 

present, PIA does not have aircraft to expand further operations within 

Pakistan, but in case of a commercial requirement/ demand more flight 

shall be added in domestic network on commercial viability. It is pertinent 

to mention that only PIA is providing connectivity to Faisalabad, Sukkur, 

Gwadar, Turbat, Gilgit, Chitral and Multan with Karachi and Islamabad 

purely on commercial viability basis. 

 

 (b) Pakistan has recently signed an Air Services Agreement with 

Azerbaijan with the view to enhance air connectivity between the two 

States. Additionally, a number of Air Services Agreement / Memoranda of 

Understanding with our bilateral Partners are currently under the process 

of finalization as to seeking internal approvals and /or finalization with 

respective States. 

 

 In the near future, Pakistan CAA anticipates that Air Services 

Agreement with the States mentioned in Annexure-A will be concluded / 

signed to enhance prospects for air connectivity between Pakistan and 

such States. 

 

(Annexure has been Placed in the National Assembly Library) 

 

217. *Ms. Aliya Kamran: 

 

Will the Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety be 

pleased to state: 
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    (a) whether it is a fact that despite the identification of significant 

challenges within the Benazir Income Support Programme 

(BISP), such as issues related to beneficiary targeting, 

insufficient support amounts and administrative inefficiencies 

like slow processing that hinder the programmes overall 

effectiveness, there remains a consistent failure to manage 

and enhance BISP effectively; 

  

 (b) if so, whether an evaluation of BISP’s performance, 

particularly regarding the implementation of digital payments 

and the reduction of human intervention; 

 

 (c) if so, the details of such assessment and the subsequent 

actions taken based on the findings; and 

 

(d)  what measures are currently being implemented to improve 

BISP, particularly in terms of refining targeting methods, 

increasing support amounts and integrating digital payment 

systems to optimize operations and mitigate corruption? 

 

 Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety: (a) To 

mitigate the effects of inflation and economic hardships, the Finance 

Division approved an institutional mechanism and notified a committee on 

indexation in 2021 for periodic increase/update of support amounts. The 

committee holds its meeting once in a year to propose/approve increase in 

cash assistance under Kafaalat. Since the creation of this Committee, the 

stipends under BISP have been increasing annually as per following 

details; 

 

 
 

 (b) BISP in its initial phase started delivering cash transfers to its 

beneficiaries using Pakistan Post due to its outreach across Pakistan. But 

later, in order to improve the efficiency and transparency of payments,  

BISP started using technology based Alternate Payment Mechanisms 

(APM) in the form of Benazir Smart Card, Mobile Phone Banking, 
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Benazir Debit Cards (BDC) and Biometric Verification System (BVS). 

Currently, all BISP beneficiaries are being paid through BVS mode. 

 

 (c) The new model has been adopted based on a ‘beneficiary 

feedback survey’ conducted in 2023 by BISP which assessed the needs of 

the beneficiaries regarding disbursement of cash grants. The disbursement 

under new banking contracts has been started since August, 2024. 

 

 (d) Under new payment mechanism, BISP has adopted a UC-

based payment model, which allows ease of access to the beneficiaries. 

The choice receiving payments through Point-of-Sale agent or biometric 

enabled ATMs has also been ensured under this system. As part of its 

drive against illegal deduction/embezzlement from beneficiaries, BISP has 

put in place stringent measures as well as strong monitoring to minimize 

the risks. 

 

218. *Rai Hassan Nawaz Khan: 

 

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

    

 (a) whether it is a fact that as per the latest announcement of the 

Government of Pakistan is among the top 23 countries facing 

a major drought emergency; 

  

 (b) if so, the total population that is expected/estimated to be 

affected from this drought like situation, indicating also the 

areas of the country where such vulnerable population is at 

risk on account of droughts; and 

  

 (c) what emergency measures have been taken so far in this 

regard by the Government in order to bring country out of 

this alarming situation? 

 

 Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination: (a) Pakistan has been reported among the top 23 countries 

facing a major drought emergency due to climate change as per UNCCD’s 

“Report on Drought in Numbers- 2022” (Annex-I). 

 

 (b) According to Pakistan’s Country Report to UNCCD-2022 

approximately 30% population of Pakistan is being affected by drought 
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which is expected to rise due to worsening climate impacts and water 

scarcity (Annex-II). A comprehensive study has been conducted by 

National Drought Monitoring Centre (NDMC) based on which 19 districts 

of Pakistan have been identified extremely vulnerable to drought as under;  

Sukkur, Khairpur, Sanglhar, Umerkot, Badin, Tharparkar, Thatta, 

Jamshoro and Dadu in Sindh and Noshki, Pashin, Kharan, Dalbandin, 

Gwadar, Jiwani, Panjgur, Pasni, Nokkundi, Ormara, Quetta and Turbat in 

Balochistan. 

 

 (c) The Ministry of Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination (MOCC&EC) is responsible for coordinating for effectively 

addressing drought situations in Pakistan. The initiatives under taken by 

MOCC&EC are as under; 

   

 Draft National Drought Plan (2024) has been prepared 

through wider consultation process and is in process of 

finalization. 

 

 National Climate Change Policy of Pakistan (2022) addresses 

drought as part of its climate resilience strategy, emphasizing 

integrated water resource management, efficient irrigation 

systems, and the promotion of drought-resistant crops. It 

serves as a framework for long-term strategies to combat 

drought and climate-induced challenges. 

 

 “Recharge Pakistan” initiative; 

 

 The “Recharge Pakistan” initiative aims to improve the country’s 

climate resilience. The project will help to reduce the climate induced 

flood risks and droughts through ecosystem-based adaptations for 

improved resilience of vulnerable communities at three sites in 

Balochistan, K.P and Sindh provinces. 

 

(Annexures have been Placed in the National Assembly Library) 

 

219. *Ms. Sharmila Sahiba Faruqui Hashaam:  

 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state: 
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 (a) what measures have the Cabinet Division taken to ensure the 

effective implementation of the principles of separation of 

powers, particularly in the context of ongoing challenges 

faced by the judiciary and the executive in Pakistan; and 

 

 (b) what steps have been taken by the Cabinet Division to 

improve Inter-Divisional Coordination and collaboration, 

particularly in the light of the recent changes made in the 

allocation of business between divisions? 

 

 Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division: (a) In terms of 

entries 1, 2 and 11 of item 2 of Schedule-II of the Rules of Business, 1973, 

the responsibility of the Cabinet Division is to implement the directives of 

the President and the Prime Minister, and to provide secretarial support to 

the Cabinet, NEC and their Committees. The matter does not pertain to the 

Cabinet Division. The report may be taken from Ministry of Law & 

Justice. 

 

 (b) As the custodian of the Rules of Business, 1973, the Cabinet 

Division reiterates the directions as provided under rule (8) and rule 10 

(1)(b) to ensure inter Divisional coordination and collaboration, from time 

to time. The rule 10(1)(b) states, “No Division shall, without previous 

consultation with the Cabinet Division, issue or authorise the issue of any 

orders which involve a change in the allocation of business between the 

various Divisions of a Ministry.” Before placement of any matter before 

the Prime Minister, Federal Cabinet, Cabinet Committees, NEC, and the 

like, the Cabinet Division scrutinizes the cases to ensure that the required 

consultation with concerned stakeholders under rule (8) is observed. In 

case of noncompliance, such cases are returned to ensure the required 

consultation. 

 

220. *Syed Rafiullah: 

 

Will the Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety be 

pleased to state: 

   

 (a) whether the Ministry obtains confirmation from time to time 

from the departments under its administrative jurisdiction 

regarding the implementation of payment of minimum wages 

declared by the Government; if so, the details thereof; 
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 (b) whether each of the aforsaid departments adheres to the 

minimum wage regulations for their employees, irrespective 

of the nature of their appointment; 

  

 (c) whether any department has been found not to comply with 

minimum wage regulations; if so, the reasons for such non-

compliance and what punitive measures are being taken to 

address the matter; and 

  

 (d) whether the Ministry has ensured that the minimum wage 

regulations as issued through Budget, 2024 are implemented 

in all department? 

 

 Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety: (a) Yes. 

 

 (b) PAKISTAN BAIT-UL-MAL 

 

 Yes, Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal adheres to the minimum wage 

regulations for employees irrespective of their nature of appointment. 

 

 BENAZIR INCOME SUPPORT PROGRAMME 

 

 Yes, BISP has implemented the decision of Federal Government 

regarding minimum wage so fixed to Rs. 37000/- vide Finance Division 

OM dated 27-08-2024 to all BISP Employees. 

 

 (c) Implemented. 

 

 (d) Yes. 

 

221. *Dr. Nafisa Shah: 

 

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication be pleased to state: 

   

 (a) the details of Information Technology (IT) export in the 

country during the last three years; and 

  

 (b) what steps is the Government taking to develop a favourable 

Tech based ecosystem for growth in the country? 
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 Minister of State for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication (Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja): (a) Pakistan’s IT & 

IT-enabled Services (ITeS) sector is making significant contribution to 

exports and foreign exchange earnings. During FY2023-24 (July 2023 to 

June 2024), IT & ITeS export remittances surged to US$ 3.223 billion, the 

highest among all Services at 41.3% of total export of services. In 

comparison to IT & ITeS export remittances of US$ 2.596 billion during 

the previous FY 2022-23, the export remittances in FY 2023-24 surged by 

US$ 627 million, an increase of 24.15%. 

 

 Trade surplus of US$ 2.827 billion (87.71% of total ICT export 

remittances) has been realized by the IT & ITeS Industry during FY 2023-24 

to meet the foreign currency crunch faced by the country, an increase of 

22.31% as compared to trade surplus of US$ 2.297 billion during the 

previous FY 2022-23. In comparison, the Services sector has overall 

recorded trade deficit of US$ 2.313 billion during FY2023-24. 

 

 Over that past 5 years, Pakistan’s IT & ITeS exports have achieved 

a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 22%, the highest growth rate 

in comparison to all other local industries in Services. Pakistan’s ICT 

export figures as reported by SBP are as under: 

 

 
 

 MoITT is extending maximum support to IT Industry and 

accordingly all possible steps are being taken to facilitate industry growth 

and implement industry confidence building measure, the sector’s 

potential and is implementing policies to foster growth, including tax 

incentives and infrastructure development. 

 

 This effectiveness of the government measures is evident from a 

stellar 24% increase in exports. IT/ITeS sector delivered the largest 

Pakistan’s IT & ITeS sector has delivered the largest trade surplus across 

all Services sector in Pakistan’s economy during FY 2023-24. 
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 (b) Pakistan Software Export Board (PSEB) is working on a 

number initiatives and programs on both demand side and supply side, 

enabling the IT sector to enhance exports. These initiatives are placed at 

Annex-A. 

 

(Annexure has been Placed in the National Assembly Library) 

 

222. *Dr. Nafisa Shah: 

 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Prime Minister’s Office be 

pleased to state: 

     

 (a) what programmes have been initiated for the youth in 

Pakistan; and 

  

 (b) how is the Government trying to reach out to the youth of the 

less developed areas in Balochistan and Sindh? 

 

 Minister In-charge of the Prime Minister’s Office: (a) The 

Prime Minister’s Youth Programme was launched in 2013 by the then 

Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif for national youth development 

and empowerment. The Programme is based around 4Es namely 

Education, Employment, Engagement and Environment. Various 

initiatives are being implemented through different public sector 

organizations that are listed below: 

 

1. Prime Minister’s Youth Skills Development Programme 

 

2. Prime Minister’s Youth Laptop Scheme 

 

3. Pakistan Education Endowment Fund 

 

4. Prime Minister’s Youth Business & Agriculture Loan Scheme 

 

5. Prime Minister’s National Innovation Award 

 

6. Prime Minister’s IT Start-ups and Venture Capital Project 

 

7. Prime Minister’s Youth Internship Programme 

 

8. Prime Minister’s National Youth Council 



12 

9. Prime Minister’s National Volunteer Corps 

 

10. Prime Minister’s Talent Hunt Youth Sports League 

 

11. Prime Minister’s Sports Academies 

 

12. Prime Minister’s Green Youth Movement 

 

13. Prime Minister’s Youth Development Centres (Digital Youth 

Hub) 

 

 (b) PMYP is making concerted efforts for inclusive youth 

development and empowerment across country and to reach particularly to 

the marginalised segments of the youth including the less developed areas 

of Sindh and Balochistan. The details of the beneficiaries specifically of 

the less developed areas of Sindh and Balochistan are as under; 

 

Project Name Details 

 

1. Prime Minister’s Skills Development Programme (NAVTTC) 

During the year 2020 to 2024, skill development trainings were 

provided to 49,888 young people of Sindh through skills 

scholarships and 21,730 youth in Balochistan including but not 

limited to the following districts; 

 

Sindh: 

 

 Tharparkar (Mithi) = 1280 

 

 Umerkot  = 908 

 

 Kamber Shahdadkot = 250 

 

 Balochistan: 

 Barkhan  = 69 

 

 Chagai   = 114 

 

 Bolan   = 224 
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 2. Prime Minister’s Youth Business & Agriculture Loan Scheme 

 

 Prime Minister’s Youth Business & Agriculture Loan Scheme 

 

 To promote entrepreneurship, PKR12 billion have been disbursed 

among 7,102 beneficiaries to start or scale their business in Sindh since 

January 2023 till June 2024, including but not limited to the following 

districts: 

 

 Khairpur- PKR 337 million disbursed among 352 

beneficiaries.  

 

 Tharparkar- PKR 89 million among 189 beneficiaries. 

 

 Kambar Shahdadkot- PKR 215 million among 71 million. 

 

 PKR 900 million have been disbursed among 1,363 beneficiaries 

in Balochistan since January 2023 till June 2024, including but not limited 

to the following districts; 

 

 Kech- PKR 54 million disbursed among 205 beneficiaries. 

 

 Barkhan- PKR 10 million disbursed among 4 beneficiaries. 

 

 Jaffarabad-PKR 120 million disbursed among 46 

beneficiaries. 

 

 3. Prime Minister’s Youth Laptop Scheme 

 

In Sindh, a total of 107,034 laptops have been distributed since 

2013.  

 

 During year 2023-24, 16,939 laptops were distributed among 

university students based on merit across the Sindh including the 

following districts; 

 

 Tharparkar (Mithi)-94 

 

 Umerkot-242 

 

 Kashmore-97 
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 In Balochistan, a total of 30,513 laptops have been distributed 

since 2013. During the year 2023-24, 12,663 were distributed across 

Balochistan including the following districts; 

 

 Kech-1,486 

 

 Nushki-354 

 

 Chagai-55 

 

 It is pertinent to mention here that as per directives of the  

Prime Minister, the Balochistan quota in the PM Laptop Scheme was 

increased from 6% to 14% for 2022-2023. In the next phase, this quota has 

been further enhanced to 18%. 

 

 4. Prime Minister’s National Innovation Award Sindh: 

 

 474 applications were received out of which 13 young innovators 

won the award from Sindh during the first round including from the 

following districts; 

 

  Khairpur-01 

 

  Hyderabad 01 

 

 In Round 02, 111 applications were submitted, and 10 young 

people were declared winners including from the following districts; 

 

   Kashmore-01 

 

   Matiari-01 

 

   Sukkur-01 

 

 In Balochistan, 100 applications were received in Round 01, with  

7 winners including from the following districts; 

 

   Uthal- 01 

 

   Ormara-01 
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 While 28 applications were received in Round 02 and 5 were 

declared winners including from the following districts; 

 

 Nushki-01 

 

 Kech Turbat-01 

 

 Mastung 01 

 

 5. Prime Minister’s IT Start-ups and Venture Capital Project 

 

 This is also an upcoming initiative under which one of the 

components is to esstablish 250 e-Rozgaar centers across Pakistan 

depending upon the city-wise demand with the approval of the project 

steering committee. 

 

 Following is the detail of the cities of Sindh and Balochistan where 

e-Rozgaar centers will be established. 

 

Sindh: 

 

 Khairpur, Naushahro Feroze, Dadu, Shikarpur, Sujawal, Thatta, 

Tharparkar, Kashmore, and Badin. 

 

Balochistan: 

 

 Kachhi, Sherani, Kohlu, Jhal Magsi, Awaran, Barkhan, Musakhel, 

Dera Bugti, Jaffarabad, and Killa Saifullah. 

 

 6. Prime Minister’s Youth Internship Programme 

 

 This is also a newly launched initiative aimed at increasing the 

employability of the young people and under this project; 

 

In Sindh, 

 

 5700 candidates will have paid internships irrespective of any 

geographical location. 

 

 

 



16 

In Balochistan, 
 

 1000 candidates will have paid internship irrespective of any 

geographical location. 

 

 7. Prime Minister’s National Youth Council The National Youth 

Council (NYC), a flagship initiative of the Prime Minister’s Youth 

Programme, will serve as an advisory body comprised of 100 dynamic 

young leaders from across Pakistan. These leaders will provide policy 

insights and recommendations directly to the Prime Minister and other key 

policymakers, ensuring that the voices and concerns of the youth are heard 

and included in shaping national policies particularly those concerning 

youth. 

 

 For the NYC 2024-2026 cohort, 20 distinguished high achievers 

from Sindh and 12 from Balochistan will be among the 100 

representatives, reflecting the diverse talents and aspirations of their 

provinces. 

 

 8. Prime Minister’s National Volunteer Corps 

 

 It is an upcoming project and under the PMNVC, a total of 

200,000 trainings would be delivered among youth on Disaster Risk 

Reduction, Climate Resilience, Alternative Learning Pathways and 

Economic Inclusion (Basic Entrepreneurship). The province wise 

allocation is made as per the NFC award where in Sindh, 29,243 youth 

will be trained whereas in Balochistan, 10,545 youth will be trained on 

above mentioned thematic areas. 

 

 9. Prime Minister’s Talent Hunt Youth Sports League 

 

 Under this project, the talent hunt trials for the young athletes 

between the age of 15 to 25 years both for girls and boys were conducted 

in twelve major sports across the country. Number of athletes participated 

in the trails from Sindh is as follows; 

 

 A total of 12,807 athletes registered in the trials, out of which 

2,687 were women. The venues for trials in Sindh were; 

 

 Karachi 
 

 Hyderabad 
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 Shaheed Benazirabad 

 

 Sukkur 

 

 Larkana 

 

 In Balochistan, a total of 79,15 athletes registered for the trials, out 

of which 2081 were women. 

 

 The venues for trials in Balochistan were; 

 

  Loralai 

 

  Quetta 

 

  Ziarat 

 

  Sibbi 

 

  Khuzdar 

 

  Uthal 

 

 10. Prime Minister’s Sports Academies Under this project, four 

academies will be established in Sindh; 

 

 Judo Academy at Sindh Agriculture University Tandojam 

 

 High-Performance Sports Lab & Research Center at NED 

University Karachi 

 

 Boxing Academy at Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Shaheed 

University, Lyari 

 

 Football Academy at University of Karachi 

 

 In Balochistan, one Athletics Academy will be established at 

BUITEMS in Quetta. 

 

 11. Prime Minister’s Green Youth Movement 



18 

 Under this project, 

 

 In Sindh, 

 

 26 GYM clubs have been established in universities across  

10 cities in Sindh including the following districts; 

 

 Begum Nustrat Bhutto Women University, Sukkur 

 

 Benazir Bhutto Shaheed University of Technology & Skill 

Development, Khairpur Mirs 

 

 Gambat Institute of Medical Sciences, Khairpur 

 

 Peoples University of Medical & Health Sciences for Women, 

Nawabshah 

 

 Quaid-e-Awam University of Engineering, Sciences & 

Technology, Nawabshah 

 

 Shah Abdul Latif University Khairpur 

 

 Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto Medical University, 

Larkana 

 

 The Shaikh Ayaz University, Shikarpur Sindh 

 

 In Balochistan, 07 GYM clubs have been established in 

universities in 5 different cities, including 

 

 Balochistan University of Engineering & Technology, 

Khuzdar 

 

 Lasbela University of Agriculture, Water & Marine Sciences, 

Uthal Lasbella 

 

 Mir Chakar Khan Rind University, Sibi Balochistan, Sibi 

 

 University of Loralai, Loralai 
 

  University of Turbat, Turbat 
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 12. Prime Minister’s Youth Development Centres 07 PMYDCs 

have been established in universities of Sindh, including the following; 

 

 Shah Abdul Latif University, Khairpur; 

 

 Sindh Agriculture University, Tandojam; 

 

 University of Sindh, Jamshoro. 

 

 06 PMYDCs have been established in Balochistan, including the 

following; 

 

 Lasbella University of Agriculture, Water and Marine 

Sciences, Uthal District Lasbela; 

 

 University of Loralai; and 

 

 University of Turbat, Turbat. 

 

 13. Pakistan Education Endowment Fund  

 

 This project has just been initiated under which so far in Sindh, 

192 Nursing scholarships amounting to PKR 52.18 million and  

56 scholarships in the field of Arts & Culture amounting to PKR 18.56 

million, have been awarded to deserving candidates including the districts; 

 

 Khairpur-18 

 

 Ghotki-07 

 

 Umerkot- 08 

 

 Jacobabad- 05 

 

 In Balochistan, 23 Nursing scholarships amounting to PKR 7.38 

million and 19 Arts & Culture scholarships amounting PKR 3.94 million 

have been granted to deserving candidates including young students from 

the following districts: Sibi, Pishin, Barkhan, Khuzdar, Mastung, Gwadar, 

Zhob. 
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223. *Syed Waseem Hussain: 

 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state the details of the numbers of SIM blocked on involvements in 

serious illegal activities during the current year? 

 

 Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division: SIMs involved in 

illegal activities are reported to PTA in different categories. 

 

 In the context of national security, blocking of SIMs is done on the 

directions of Ministry of Interior (MoI), Directorate General ISI and 

Signals Directorate GHQ. In addition, SIMs are also blocked on orders of 

Courts. 

 

 During current year, a total of 1,494 numbers, reported to be 

involved in illegal activities have been blocked so far. 

 

 The details of mobile numbers/ SIMs, IMEIs & CNICs blocked/ 

blacklisted and warning issued on Fraudulent Communication during the 

current year (January - September 2024) is as follows: 

 

 
 

224. *Mr. Jamshaid Ahmad: 

 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

refer to the Starred Question No.19 replied on 26-8-2024 and to 

state: 

 

 (a) who was held responsible for poor performance of Pakistan 

Cricket Team in ICC T-20 World Cup 2024; 
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 (b) the role, which was assigned to each person, especially 

between Team Manager including expenditures incurred on 

their tour and who borne such expenditures; and 

 

 (c) the details of the persons removed from management after the 

said World Cup and reasons thereof? 

 

 Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division: (a) Cricket is a team 

game. Winning and losing of the match/series/tournament cannot be 

blamed on one person. The team played competitive cricket and found 

itself in winning positions during each of the matches; however, could not 

convert their efforts into a winning result on each occasion. 

 

 (b) For any International Cricket Council (ICC) tournament, the 

ICC bears the entire cost associated with a team’s participation. This 

coverage is extended to a party of 23 members, which typically includes 

players coaching staff, and other essenel support staff. ICC specifically 

covers international air-travel, allowances, hotel accommodation cost, all 

cost associated to matches and team’s practice sessions. Home boards only 

bear cost of any over and above tour party members, which ICC has 

limited to 07 extra members only, if it is a team requirement. List of Team 

Management is once again being shared as follows: 

 

1. Wahab Riaz — Senior Team Manager 

 

2. Gary Kirsten — Head Coach 

 

3. Simon Grant Helmot — Fielding Consultant  

 

4. Azhar Mahmood Sagar — Assistant Coach 

 

5. Aftab Khan — High Performance Coach 

 

6. David Anthony Reid — Mental Performance Coach 

 

7. Muhammad Talha Ejaz — Team Analyst 

 

8. Wycliffe Andrew Deacon — Physiotherapist 

 

9. Drikus Saaimon — Strength & Conditioning Coach 
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10. Mansoor Rana — Team Manager 

 

11. Irtaza Komail — Security Manager 

 

12. Raza Rashid Kitchlew — Media & Digital Manager 

 

13. Muhammad Khurram Sarwar — Doctor 

 

14. Muhammad imran — Masseur 

 

 (c) The team management for any mega event/tournament is 

finalized keeping in view the essential requirement of the individual along 

with what he has been appointed for. 

 

225. *Syeda Shehla Raza: 

 

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the details of items, machinery, material etc purchased from 

abroad by the Ministry, its attached departments, 

corporations, authorities and other entities under its 

administrative control since July, 2018 indicating also the 

names of countries and companies from which the same were 

purchased; 

 

 (b) whether it is a fact that the said items were being 

manufactured or were available in the country; if so, the 

reasons for purchasing the same from abroad; 

 

 (c) whether it is also a fact that a number of officers visited those 

countries, in connection with the said purchase, on the 

expenses of companies/firms from which those items were 

purchased; if so, the names and designations of the said 

officers indicating also the duration of their stay in those 

countries; and 

 

 (d) the name of authority who granted permission for the said 

visits? 
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 Minister of State for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication (Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja): (a), (b), (c) and (d) 

The subject case was forwarded with relevant quarts of Ministry of IT & 

Telecom and its allied organizations. The response obtained from 

organizations is ‘NIL’. 

 

 However Virtual University of Pakistan has conveyed that 

computers and lab equipment’s were purchased through Letter of Credit 

since the items were neither manufactured nor available in Pakistan. 

Further no foreign visit was made in pursuant of the purchase. The detail 

of items may be seen at Annex-I. 

 

(Annexure has been Placed in the National Assembly Library) 

 

226. *Rai Hassan Nawaz Khan: 

 

Will the Minister for Aviation be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the number of times Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) 

increased its airfare for all its domestic and foreign flights 

since 2018 till to date; 

 

 (b) the reasons/justification for increasing the same each time; 

 

 (c) the details of rates of PIA tickets for all its foreign and 

domestic flights at present; and 

 

 (d) the details of the mechanism or procedure/policy being 

observed by PIA to increase the airfare? 

 

 Minister for Aviation (Khawaja Muhammad Asif): (a) Since 

2018, Pakistan International Airlines Corporation Limited (PIACL) has 

adjusted its fares on yearly basis for both domestic and international 

flights. These changes are the aftermaths of various operational, economic, 

and external factors, particularly fluctuating fuel prices and currency 

depreciation. 

 

 As PIACL operates in a highly dynamic market environment, fare 

adjustments are made to ensure the airline’s financial sustainability and 

continued operations keeping in view the purchasing power of Pakistani 

passengers. 
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 The table below depicts the average fare increase from (2018 to 

2024) on various routes: 

 

 
 

 (b) Each instance of fare increase is driven by a combination of 

the following factors: 

 

 Fuel Price Volatility: Aviation fuel costs account for up to 

40% of an airline’s operating expenses. Global oil prices have 

fluctuated significantly in recent years, impacting operational 

costs. In times of rising fuel prices, it becomes necessary to 

adjust fares to offset increased costs. 

 

 Currency Exchange Rate Fluctuations: The depreciation of 

the Pakistani rupee against major international currencies has 

substantially increased the cost of procuring parts, services, 

and fuel for international routes. As a result, fare adjustments 

have been necessary to account for this increased cost burden. 

 

 Inflation and Cost of Operations: General inflation, both 

domestic and international, has driven up costs related to 

staffing, airport handling fees, aircraft maintenance, and 

ground services. Regular fare adjustments are required to 

ensure that these increased costs do not erode profitability. 
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 Global Economic Environment and COVID-19 Impact: 

The COVID-19 pandemic severely disrupted the aviation 

industry. In the wake of outbreak of the pandemic, fare 

adjustments were made to account for new safety regulations, 

lower passenger demand, and restricted operations due to 

government-imposed travel bans. 

 

 (c) The variations in current rates for PIACL’s domestic and 

international routes depend on several factors, including the route, class of 

service (economy or business), holidays and special events, and the time 

of booking. Ticket prices are dynamically managed by revenue 

management system of PIACL to reflect current market conditions, seat 

factors, and competition. Real-time pricing for all routes is available on 

the website of PIACL as well as on the ticketing platforms. To provide a 

snapshot of the current rates, here are some examples of typical fares 

(subject to change based on the factors mentioned above): 

 

 The current rates of one-way domestic routes are mentioned 

below (the fares are subjected to change(s) in the factor(s) 

mentioned above): 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 However, these rates are exclusive of taxes and are subject to real-

time adjustments based on market conditions. 
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International Routes: 

 

 Islamabad to Jeddah/Madinah (Round trip): Starting from 

PKR 95,000 

 

 Islamabad to Dubai (Round-trip): Starting from PKR 70,000 

 

 Lahore to Kuala Lumpur (Roundtrip): Starting from 135,300 

 

 Islamabad to Toronto (Roundtrip): Starting from  

PKR 382,000 

 

 However, these rates are exclusive of taxes and are subject to 

real-time adjustments based on market conditions. 

 

 (d) PIACL follows a structured and systematic approach for 

revisions, involving the following: 

 

 Cost-Based Pricing Model: PIACL constantly reviews its cost 

structure, based on the factors like fuel, maintenance, staff, airport 

services, and regulatory fees. When operational costs rise, we adjust fares 

to ensure cost recovery while maintaining competitive pricing. 

 

 Dynamic Revenue Management: PIACL depends on 

sophisticated revenue management systems that analyzes real-time 

booking trends, historical data, and competitor pricing. Fares are adjusted 

dynamically across various fare classes to maximize revenue and optimize 

seat utilization. 

 

 Market and Competitor Analysis: PIACL regularly benchmarks 

its fares against competitors and adjusts prices accordingly to remain 

competitive, both on domestic and international routes. Competitive 

pricing is crucial for ensuring a balanced approach to profitability and 

passenger satisfaction. 

 

227. *Syed Waseem Hussain: 

 

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication be pleased to state: 
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 (a) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government for 5G auction; 

 

 (b) if so, when it will be conducted; and 

 

 (c) if the answer to part (a) above is in negative, the reasons 

thereof? 

 

 Minister of State for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication (Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja): (a) 

 

1. GoP has initiated the process for spectrum auction for Next 

Generation Mobile Services (5G). 

 

2. An Advisory Committee under Honorable Federal Minister 

for Finance and Revenue has already been constituted to 

oversee the spectrum auction process. 

 

3. PTA has initiated the process for hiring of internationally 

reputed consultant for 5G spectrum auction as per PPRA 

Rules and utilizing Electronic Procurement and Disposal 

System (EPADS). 

 

4. The consultant, once hired, will interact with all stakeholders 

and will submit recommendations to the GoP on auction 

design, spectrum valuation and suitable 5G models, 

considering necessary sector reforms with an aim to create a 

level playing field, attracting foreign investment, fostering 

competition and ensuring equitable access to 5G services in 

the country. 

 

5. Currently, process of hiring of consultant through PPRA 

EPADS is underway and evaluation process has been 

completed. Final Evaluation report has been uploaded on 

EPADS on 5th October 2024 and will be further processed for 

award of contract in accordance with PPRA Rules. The hiring 

process will be concluded in two weeks as per PPRA Rules. 

 

 (b) It is expected that auction will be held in April 2025 subject to 

policy decision of the GoP. 
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 (c) Not applicable 

 

228. *Syed Amin ul Haque: 

 

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the steps being taken by the Government to combat climate 

change in Pakistan, which is the most affected country by 

climate change; 

 

 (b) the further steps taken so far, for stopping green house gases 

emission, reducing environmental pollution, plantation 

campaign and installation of climate change monitoring 

devices in the country; 

 

 (c) whether financial assistance is being provided by any 

international organization in this regard; 

 

 (d) if so, the detail thereof and the heads under which it is being 

utilized? 

 

 Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination: (a) Pakistan has taken several significant steps to address 

climate change, recognizing both its vulnerability to climate impacts and 

its relatively small contribution to global greenhouse gas emissions. The 

country’s approach emphasizes mitigation, adaptation, and resilience-

building. Some key efforts include: 

 

1. Policy Frameworks and International Commitments 

   

 National Climate Change Policy (NCCP): First adopted in 

2012 and updated in 2021, the NCCP provides a 

comprehensive framework for climate mitigation and 

adaptation. It focuses on sectors like water, agriculture, and 

energy, emphasizing institutional strengthening and public 

awareness. 

 

 Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) 2021: Under 

the Paris Agreement, Pakistan updated its NDCs in 2021, 

committing to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 50% by 
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2030, contingent on international support. The NDCs 

highlight a transition to clean energy, electric vehicles, and 

sustainable urban planning. 

 

 Climate Change Act 2017: This legislation established the 

Pakistan Climate Change Council and the Pakistan Climate 

Change Authority, which are responsible for implementing 

climate policies and ensuring that adaptation and mitigation 

measures are enforced. 

 

2. Afforestation and Reforestation Initiatives 

 

 Up- scaled Green Pakistan program seeks to restore forests 

and degraded ecosystems across Pakistan. It focuses on 

reforestation, biodiversity conservation, and ecosystem 

restoration to enhance carbon sequestration and address 

climate-induced deforestation. As of June 2024, 2.29 billion 

plantations across Pakistan have been done. 

 

3. Clean and Renewable Energy Projects 

 

 Pakistan aims to achieve 60% of its electricity from 

renewable sources like wind, solar, and hydropower by 2030. 

The Government emphasizes the need for low-cost, eco-

friendly electricity by solarizing government buildings. The 

solar systems are being installed in 496 government buildings 

in Islamabad, as well as in 340 buildings in major cities and 

1,255 in other regions. The government is committed to 

reducing reliance on imported fuel and prioritizing renewable 

energy initiatives. 

 

4. Adaptation and Resilience Building 

 

 National Adaptation Plan (NAP): Pakistan’s NAP 

emphasizes resilience-building in sectors such as agriculture, 

water resources, and coastal areas. It also focuses on disaster 

risk reduction (DRR) through early warning systems, flood 

risk management, and community-based adaptation. It 

prioritizes 118 Adaptation interventions across six sectors. 
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 Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) Project: This project 

addresses the risks posed by melting glaciers in northern 

Pakistan, setting up early warning systems and community-

based adaptation measures to protect vulnerable communities. 

 

 Recharge Pakistan: By 2030, the project envisages the 

reduction of flood risk and enhanced water recharge at six 

sites in the Indus Basin, building resilience of 10 million 

people and vulnerable ecosystems. The project has been 

approved with a collective grant of 77 Million USD and the 

project activities have just been kicked off Protected Areas: 

From 2018 till now the protected area cover has been 

enhanced from 12% to 19.92%. 

 

5. Global and Regional Leadership 

 

 Pakistan has been active in international climate forums like 

the UNFCCC, advocating for climate justice, spearheading 

the discussions on loss and damage and striving for 

developing stronger international climate finance 

mechanisms. 

 

6. Climate Finance 

 

 Pakistan recently launched its National Climate Finance 

Strategy to strengthen its ability to access and mobilize 

climate finance. This strategy is part of the country’s broader 

efforts to combat climate change and build resilience to its 

impacts. 

 

7. Electric Vehicles and Sustainable Transport 

 

 Electric Vehicle (EV) Policy 2020: Pakistan introduced its 

first EV policy in 2020, with the goal of having 30% of 

vehicles be electric by 2030. This policy aims to reduce 

emissions and improve air quality in urban areas. 

 

 Mass Transit Systems: Pakistan is also developing 

sustainable transport solutions, including metro and bus rapid 

transit systems in cities like Lahore, Karachi, and Islamabad. 
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8. Water Resource Management 

 

 Pakistan places a strong emphasis on water conservation, 

improving irrigation practices, promoting rainwater 

harvesting, and constructing water reservoirs to mitigate the 

effects of climate change on water availability. 

 

9. Capacity Building and Research 

 

 Institutions like the Global Change Impact Studies Centre 

(GCISC) play a critical role in building local capacity for 

climate science and research, helping ensure evidence-based 

policymaking and climate action. 

 

 These initiatives reflect Pakistan’s commitment to tackling the 

impacts of climate change. However, the country continues to face 

challenges such as financial constraints and the need for stronger 

international support and local capacity-building efforts. 

 

 (b) Pakistan has implemented several initiatives to address 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, reduce environmental pollution, 

promote large-scale plantation, and install climate change monitoring 

systems. These efforts aim to build resilience to climate change impacts 

while transitioning to a sustainable, low-carbon economy. 

 

1. Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 

 Pakistan has set ambitious goals to reduce GHG emissions as part 

of its commitment under the Paris Agreement: 

 

 Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs): Pakistan 

aims to reduce its GHG emissions by 50% by 2030, 

contingent on international support. The plan focuses on 

transitioning to renewable energy sources and improving 

energy efficiency. 

 

 Promotion of Renewable Energy: Pakistan aims for 60% of 

its electricity to come from renewable sources by 2030, with 

projects in hydropower, wind, and solar energy helping 

reduce the country’s reliance on fossil fuels. About 22 Mt 

CO2e emissions on account of stabilizing energy mix 40-60 
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in favor of renewable energy, will be mitigated. Practical 

examples include: 

 

o Gharo Wind Corridor in Sindh, generating over 1,000 

MW of wind power. 

 

o Karot Hydropower Project, a 720 MW project on the 

Jhelum River contributing to clean energy production. 

 

 Electric Vehicle (EV) Policy 2020: Pakistan aims to convert 

30% of its vehicles to electric by 2030, with electric vehicle 

charging stations already established in cities like Islamabad 

to reduce vehicular emissions and improve air quality. On 

account of the introduction of EVs, 24 Mt CO2e will be 

reduced. 

 

 Energy Efficiency Programs: The government has 

implemented energy conservation measures in the industrial, 

residential, and commercial sectors to reduce energy wastage, 

thus minimizing GHG emissions. In this regard The National 

Energy Efficiency and Conservation (NEEC) policy has been 

launched. 

 

 Moratorium on New Coal Power Plants: From 2020, new 

coal power plants are subject to a moratorium, and no 

generation of power through imported coal shall be allowed, 

shelving plans for two new coal fired power plants in favor of 

hydroelectric power and focusing on coal gasification and 

liquefaction for indigenous coal. As a result of these actions, 

an estimated savings of approximately 1.7 Mt CO2e has been 

achieved due to the shelved coal power plants. 

 

 Land-Use Change & Forestry: 2016 onwards, continued 

investments in NbS through the largest ever afforestation 

program in the history of the country the Ten Billion Tree 

Tsunami Programme (TBTTP) will sequester 148.76 MtCO2e 

emissions over the next 10 years. The estimated project cost 

of about US$800 million is being  met nationally from 

indigenous resources as an unconditional contribution 
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2. Reducing Environmental Pollution 

 

 Efforts to reduce environmental pollution in Pakistan focus on 

urban air quality, waste management, and sustainable practices: 

 

 Clean Green Pakistan Movement: Launched in 2018, this 

initiative promotes environmental cleanliness, waste 

management, air quality improvement, and plastic reduction. 

Practical examples include: 

 

 Islamabad’s Ban on Single-Use Plastics: A 2 ban on single-

use plastics has reduced plastic waste in the capital. 

 

 Karachi’s Anti-Pollution Campaign: Initiatives under this 

campaign have improved waste management and beach 

cleanups. 

 

 Industrial Pollution Control: The government regulates 

emissions from industries through the adoption of cleaner 

technologies and enforcement of environmental laws to 

control air and water pollution. 

 

 Mass Transit Systems: Cities like Lahore, Multan, 

Rawalpindi, Peshawar, Islamabad, and Karachi have 

developed metro and bus rapid transit systems to encourage 

public transportation and reduce vehicular emissions. 

 

 Transition to Zig-Zag Brick Kiln Technology: A total of 

7,896 out of 20,000 traditional brick kilns in Punjab have 

been upgraded to environmentally friendly zig-zag kiln 

technology. This transition aims to mitigate short-lived 

climate pollutants (SLCPs) and demonstrates a model that 

will be replicated in other provinces across the country. 

 

 Introduction of Euro-5 Standard Fuel: The Euro-5 standard 

fuel has been introduced in the petroleum industry, with the 

goal of gradually increasing its market share. 

 

 Continuation of POP Reduction Program: The Reduction 

and Elimination of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POP) 

program, initiated in 2015, will continue to mitigate human 
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health and environmental risks by enhancing management 

capacities and facilitating the disposal of POPs. 

 

 Utilization of LEAP IBC Tool: The Low Emission Analysis 

Platform-Integrated Benefit Calculator (LEAP IBC) tool is 

being utilized to assess the multiple benefits of reducing 

short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs), including both climate 

and health advantages. 

 

3. Plantation Campaign 

 

 Pakistan has launched significant reforestation and afforestation 

campaigns to combat deforestation and enhance carbon sequestration 

including Up scaled Green Pakistan Program and Mangrove reforestation 

initiative. 

 

4. Installation of Climate Change Monitoring Devices 

 

 Pakistan has invested in technology to monitor climate change and 

enhance early warning systems to protect vulnerable communities: 

 

 Climate Change Monitoring Systems: Through the Pakistan 

Meteorological Department (PMD) and Global Change 

Impact Studies Centre (GCISC), various devices have been 

installed to track weather patterns, GHG concentrations, and 

environmental data. 

 

 Glacial Monitoring: The GLOF-II Project in Gilgit-Baltistan 

uses early warning systems and remote sensing to monitor 

glacial melt and protect communities from glacial lake 

outburst floods (GLOFs). 

 

 Air Quality Monitoring: Cities like Lahore, one of the most 

polluted cities in Pakistan, have air quality monitoring 

stations that track particulate matter (PM2.5). This data 

informs local policies on air pollution control, including the 

regulation of brick kilns and industrial emissions. 

 

 Remote Sensing and Satellite Data: Pakistan employs 

satellite data to monitor land-use changes, forest cover, and 
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agricultural practices, providing critical information for 

climate mitigation strategies. 

 

 These initiatives reflect Pakistan’s comprehensive approach to 

tackling climate change, promoting sustainability, and reducing 

environmental degradation. While progress has been made, continued 

investment in green technologies, international collaboration, and policy 

enforcement remains essential for achieving long-term climate resilience 

and sustainability goals. 

 

 In light of the 18th Constitutional Amendment, environmental 

protection responsibilities have been devolved to provincial environmental 

protection agencies, while MoCC&EC jurisdiction is now limited to the 

Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT). MoCC&EC is fully committed to 

controlling pollution and ensuring environmental conservation within ICT. 

Below are the key steps taken by MoCC&EC to reduce environmental 

pollution in Islamabad, with a focus on the main factors contributing to 

pollution and the actions taken to address them: 

 

1. Likely factors contributing to Environmental Pollution in 

Islamabad: 

 

 Islamabad, being the capital city, faces several environmental 

pollution challenges, primarily due to: 

 

i. Industrial Emissions—From steel furnaces, brick kilns, 

marble units, and other industries. 

 

ii. Vehicular Emissions—From the increasing number of 

vehicles, particularly older diesel trucks and buses. 

 

iii. Fugitive Dust—Generated from construction activities, 

unpaved roads, and other sources. 

 

iv. Solid Waste and Crop Residue Burning—Though ICT 

itself does not practice crop residue burning, transboundary 

pollution from surrounding areas impacts the air quality. 

 

v. Domestic and Commercial Waste Mismanagement—Waste 

generated by households and commercial establishments, 
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including open dumping and improper disposal, contributes to 

both air and water pollution. 

 

 To mitigate these sources of pollution, MoCC&EC has 

implemented the following actions: 

 

 2. Actions Taken by MoCC&EC to Control Environmental 

Pollution in ICT: 

 

(A) Industrial Emissions: 

 

 Islamabad hosts over 200 industrial units, including steel furnaces, 

marble processing plants, and pharmaceutical industries. Among these, 

steel industries and brick kilns are the primary contributors to air 

pollution. 

 

(i) Steel Industries: 

 

 MoCC&EC has taken significant measures to mitigate emissions 

from steel industries. All six operational steel furnaces have installed 

pollution control technologies such as bag-house filters, which recover 

approximately 150+tons of carbon black monthly (25-30 tons per 

industry). These filters ensure the industries comply with National 

Environmental Quality Standards (NEQS). 

 

Monitoring Mechanisms: 

 

 Regular physical inspections by MoCC&EC officials. 

 

 24/7 camera surveillance at industrial sites. 

 

 Submission of monthly compliance reports by the 

industries. 

 

(ii) Brick Kilns: 

 

 Brick kilns, traditionally a major source of pollution, have been a 

focus of MoCC&EC efforts. There are 63 brick kilns in Islamabad, mostly 

located in rural or future development sectors, and none have received 

environmental approval from MoCC&EC. 
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To address this, MoCC&EC has: 

 

 Facilitated exposure visits for brick kiln owners to countries 

like Nepal under the Kathmandu Declaration on Brick 

Industries. 
 

 Conducted on-site training of brick kiln workers through the 

National Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority 

(NEECA) and Pakistan Engineering Council. 

 

 Developed and disseminated guidelines on converting to 

zigzag technology in the Urdu language to ensure 

accessibility. 

 

 Provided ongoing capacity building and engagement with 

brick kiln owners. 

 

Outcomes: 

 

 4 kilns have been permanently demolished. 

 

 49 kilns have converted to environment-friendly zigzag 

technology. 

 

 10 kilns are currently in the process of conversion. 

 

(B) Vehicular Emissions: 

 

 With the growing number of vehicles, particularly older diesel 

trucks and buses, vehicular emissions have become a significant source of 

pollution in Islamabad. To combat this, MoCC&EC has enforced the 

National Environmental Quality Standards (NEQS) for motor vehicle 

emissions under S.R.O No. 72(KE)/2009. (Annexure-I). 

 

Actions Taken: 

 

 Collaboration with Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP) for regular 

emission checks of vehicles entering the capital. 

 

 A ban on smoke-emitting vehicles entering Islamabad. 
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 Regular monitoring at key entry points, including the Sabzi 

Mandi, with fines imposed for non-compliance with NEQS. 

 

 Encouraging the adoption of cleaner fuels and pollution 

control devices. 

 

 These measures are part of a permanent activity carried out by ICT 

Administration in collaboration with MoCC&EC to reduce vehicular 

emissions and improve air quality. 

 

(C) Fugitive Dust Control: 

 

 Fugitive dust, often generated by construction activities, unpaved 

roads, and open grounds, significantly contributes to air pollution in ICT. 

 

Actions Taken: 

 

 Regular inspections and enforcement of dust control 

measures on construction sites. 

 

 Tree plantation drives to help curb dust and improve overall 

air quality. 

 

(D) Transboundary Emissions: 

 

 While ICT itself does not engage in crop residue burning, it faces 

significant pollution during the winter months due to transboundary 

emissions from neighboring areas, particularly from crop residue burning 

and solid waste incineration. This contributes to the annual smog problem. 

 

Measures Taken: 

 

 The federal government is facilitating the import of 

machinery to assist farmers in utilizing post-harvest rice 

crops, reducing the need for burning. 

 

 MoCC&EC actively coordinates with provincial EPAs to 

mitigate the impacts of transboundary emissions. 
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(E) Solid Waste Management 

 

 Mismanagement of solid waste, including open dumping and 

burning, is another factor contributing to environmental pollution. 

MoCC&EC has been Working with local authorities and private 

contractors to improve waste management practices. 

 

Actions Taken: 

 

 Collaboration with local municipalities to enforce proper 

waste collection and disposal. 

 

 Support for the development of waste-to-energy projects to 

reduce open dumping and burning. 

 

3. Monitoring and Enforcement of NEQS: 

 

 MoCC&EC ensures compliance with environmental standards by 

rigorously monitoring industrial and vehicular emissions through 

inspections, surveillance, and partnerships with local authorities. The 

National Environmental Quality Standards (NEQS) are regularly 

enforced to curb pollution levels in Islamabad. 

 

 MoCC&EC remains dedicated to reducing environmental pollution 

in Islamabad through proactive regulatory, monitoring, and enforcement 

measures. Despite jurisdictional limitations post-18th Amendment, 

MoCC&EC has made significant progress in addressing industrial, 

vehicular, and transboundary pollution in the capital. Continued 

cooperation with federal and provincial authorities, along with strong 

enforcement of environmental standards, is essential for ensuring a cleaner 

and healthier Islamabad. 

 

 (c) Pakistan has received a climate finance form the Green 

Climate Fund and Global Environment Facility, through the financial 

channel of international organizations working in Pakistan. The priority 

thematic areas where these funds are utilized fall under adaptation and 

mitigation. 

 

 Pakistan has had limited access to international climate finance. As 

per world bank report Pakistan needs 348 billion dollars for climate 

adaptation and mitigation by 2030. Pakistan currently has been able to 
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secure worth 257.7 million USD funding from Green Climate Fund under 

eight projects. 

 

 The 12 projects funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

in Pakistan, with a total value of $37,442,182, represent crucial 

investments designed to tackle a range of environmental and climate-

related challenges, supported by a co-financing ratio of 5.57%. 

Additionally, in the regional category, the 15 projects of the Global Green 

Growth Equity Fund (GGEF), valued at $174,716,629, highlight a 

significant commitment to fostering green growth and sustainable 

development in Pakistan. 

 

 (d) In total, Pakistan so far has received GCF financing of 240 M 

USD for 10 projects, and 20 M USD from GEF for 11 projects. The 

projects are aimed at mitigating the climate affects, and assist in 

transformative adaptation and biodiversity conservation. Ministry of 

Climate Change and Environmental Coordination being the National 

Designated Authority for GCF and GEF financing mechanism looks after 

the utilization of these resources, under the focal person for GCF and 

GEF- Additional Secretary-I. 

 

 

(Annexure has been Placed in the National Assembly Library) 

 

229. *Ms. Mussarat Rafique Mahesar: 

 

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether the Ministry is collaborating with international 

organizations and other countries to address global climate 

change issues; and 

 

 (b) what are the major outcomes of these collaborations? 

 

 Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination: (a) The Ministry of Climate Change & Environmental 

Coordination has signed various MoUs/Agreements with different 

countries in the areas of climate change, forestry, and environmental 

protection (Annex-I). The Ministry has also negotiated a draft 
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Memorandum on Cooperation recently with the Ministry of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus in the 

field of environmental protection. Further, a UK-Pakistan Green Compact 

is also being considered with the British government encompassing a 

cross-sectoral partnership framework, as suggested, in the areas of trade & 

investment, mobilizing climate finance, climate-resilient development, 

disaster preparedness and response, biodiversity conservation, for 

enhanced climate action. 

 

 (b) Various cooperation activities including studies and projects 

are being undertaken as per the signed MoUs/Agreements with other 

countries/multilateral agencies (Annex-II). Further, Pakistan has 10 

approved projects from the Green Climate Fund with GCF financing of 

USD 304.2 Million. It is also worth noting that Pakistan has allocated 

USD 17.7 Million from Global Environment Facility (GEF) to 6 projects. 

These will be approved from the GEF secretariat during the upcoming 

GEF Council meetings. Moreover, a Memorandum on Cooperation with 

the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the 

Republic of Belarus in the field of environmental protection is expected to 

be signed during the visit of the President of the Republic of Belarus to 

Pakistan in November 2024. 

 

(Annexures have been Placed in the National Assembly Library) 

 

230. *Dr. Shazia Sobia Aslam Soomro: 

 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state: 

 

 (a) what were the causes and estimated economic losses due to 

the recent internet outages in the country; and 

 

 (b) the details alongwith the steps being taken to prevent future 

occurrences? 

 

 Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division: (a) Pakistan is 

connected with Pakistan is connected to international internet through 7 x 

Submarine cables. Details are as following:- 
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META Disruptions: 

 

a. In the month of August, PTA received complaints for the 

slowdown of internet and in particular for services of META 

specifically WhatsApp. 

 

b. It may not be out of context to mention here that in Pakistan, 

among all social media platforms, META’s Facebook has a 

significant large user base of users around 50 million. 

Furthermore, META’s WhatsApp is among the most popular 

real time application under use. Hence, any slowdown or 

degradation on META and WhatsApp is most likely to be 

noticed as compared to other platforms. 

 

c. The matter was taken up by PTA with the Telecom Operators 

for troubleshooting and resolution. The public was also kept 

informed through a press release issued on 22nd August 2024. 

 

d. As per the information received from the Operators, the 

situation began improving from mid of August 2024 and by 

first week of September, META services and WhatsApp 

performance was reported acceptable across their networks. 

 

 Economic Impact: As submitted above, the extent of internet 

disruption was mostly limited to social media platforms / Meta services 

and as such no losses to CMOs reported, therefore, no identification of 

losses is visible as yet. 

 

(b) Steps Being taken: 

 

a. PTA and LEA have already obtained Pre-security clearance of 

repair ship crew. This process took 6-8 months till 2020, now 

no security clearance is required. 

 

b. New PEACE Cable has been added in year 2023 to increase 

redundancy 

 

c. In next two years 3 x cables will be added for connectivity of 

the country (2 x TWA and 1 x PTCL). 
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d. Operators have been asked to employ well trained resources 

for handling the cable systems and develop professional 

SOPs. 
 

231. *Mr. Naveed Aamir: 
 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state: 

 

 (a) the names of new tourists spots developed in Islamabad 

during the last five years up till now; 

 

 (b) if not, the reasons thereof and the time by which said spots 

will be developed? 
 

 Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division: (a) After the 

devolution, the role of PTDC is tourism marketing through developing and 

positioning of a Tourism Brand to increase international tourists traffic in 

collaboration with the Provincial Governments. The role of PTDC also 

includes the following: 
 

 International and national coordination for the promotion of 

foreign and domestic tourism. 
 

 Industry advocacy about developing and implementing 

standards and certification in tourism and hospitality service. 
 

 Promote Research in tourism sector and up-to-date tourism 

data management. 
 

 Tourism facilitation at the Federal level through PTDC ITCs 

and Head Office. 

 

 Development of plans for the promotion of tourism in 

Islamabad Capital Territory. 

 

 With the new roles of PTDC, the development of new tourist spots 

in Islamabad no longer falls within the domain of the PTDC. The 

responsibility for such development falls under the ambit of Capital 

Development Authority (CDA) 

 

 (b) As above. 

 



45 

232. *Ms. Mussarat Rafique Mahesar: 

 

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) how are the Ministry engaging local communities particularly 

to those communities that are most vulnerable to climate 

change; if so, its policies and programmes; and 

 

 (b) what measures are being taken by the Government to increase 

public awareness and participation? 

 

 Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination: (a) Understanding that climate change is a formidable 

challenge that requires targeted approach, the Ministry of Climate Change 

& Environmental Coordination (MoCC&EC) has undertaken a number of 

steps to build resilience of local communities vulnerable to climate change 

The recently updated National Climate Change Policy (NCCP) outlines 

measures for enhancing climate-resilience of local communities in key 

sectors like agriculture, livestock, health, forestry, biodiversity 

conservation, disaster preparedness, socioeconomic development, etc. 

 

 To complement the NCCP, various policy initiatives/projects have 

been undertaken at the national and provincial levels for effective 

engagement of local communities in climate-preparedness. Recent 

examples of these initiatives include the GCF-funded (1) Building 

Resilience to Climate Change Through Efficient Water Management and 

(2) Transforming the Indus Basin with Climate Resilient Agriculture and 

Water Management. Both of these initiatives are being implemented by 

MoCC&EC in partnership with FAO to engage local communities through 

Farmer Field Schools and Women Business Schools to build vulnerable 

communities climate resilience through skills, knowledge and technology 

enhancement activities. Complete list of initiatives/projects being 

undertaken by MoCC&EC is placed at Annex-I, while summary of a 

selected few that are directly engaging local communities in climate-

preparedness are listed below: 

 

1: Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) II Project: This 

project, supported by a GCF grant, addresses the risks 

associated with glacial lake outburst floods in Gilgit Baltistan 

and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa through engineering structures and 
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advanced weather monitoring systems. Under the GLOF-II 

project, the following activities have been carried out for 

engagement of communities most-vulnerable to climate 

change: 

 

a. Constructed 17 Community-Based Disasters Risk 

Management Centers (CBDRMCs) in 16 GLOF Valleys 

for community engagement during climate-induced 

disaster events including GLOFs, floods etc. 

 

b. More than 32 school buildings were declared safe havens 

in GLOF valley. 

 

c. Alternate livelihood activities for improved financial 

capacity to adapt to GLOFs and CC-induced risks 

(kitchen gardening etc.) were introduced in 16 valleys. 

 

d. Livelihood activities for women (procurement of 

equipment of sewing centers, IT centers, value addition, 

and enterprise development, etc.) 

 

e. 48 Trainings on understanding of GLOF risks and 

project interventions etc. (including focus on gender 

transformative approaches) for communities and Hazard 

Watch Groups (HWG). 

 

f. 14 Awareness workshops and seminars for communities 

and stakeholders on GLOFs, climate change, disaster 

resilience, risk reduction, etc. (ensuring adequate 

participation of women stakeholders). 

 

2. Transforming the Indus Basin with Climate Resilient 

Agriculture: This project is being implemented with 

collaboration with FAO and focuses on enhancing climate 

resilience in Punjab and Sindh through climate-resilient 

agriculture and smart water management practices. 

 

3. Upscaling Green Pakistan Program (UGPP): The GPP 

aims to revive forestry and wildlife resources, with a target of 

planting 2.1 billion trees. An independent consortium reported 

a success rate between 75% and 95%. Under the Program, 
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local communities were engaged in project activities in KP, 

particularly those who are forest-dependent for their 

livelihood and most vulnerable to climate change. 

 

4. Climate Resilient Urban Human Settlements Unit: This 

project aims to develop climate) resilient safe & sustainable 

cities through community-motivated urbanization 

initiatives. The project is being implemented with 

collaboration of Ministry of Planning, Development & 

Special Initiatives and UN-Habitat. 

 

5. Recharge Pakistan: Executed by WWF, this project focuses 

on ecosystem-based adaptation in Sindh, Balochistan, and 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, promoting nature-based solutions and 

enhancing livelihood opportunities. 

 

6. Mangrove Restoration: The Delta Blue Carbon Project in 

Sindh has rejuvenated 75,000 hectares of degraded 

mangroves, benefiting local communities and sequestering 

significant amounts of CO2. 

 

 (b) MoCC&EC carried out a number of advocacy-related 

activities in 2024 for increasing participation and raising awareness 

amongst the public about climate change through: 

 

(i) Awareness raising events: For the purpose, events such as 

seminars, workshops, dialogues, consultative meetings were 

held across the country, targeting different stakeholders 

including local communities, media, academia, students, 

relevant policymakers, experts, and civil society. 

 

(ii) Media coverage of important international  days related to  

climate change and environment: MoCC&CE ensured media 

coverage of important international days, such as for 

International Day of Clean Energy (Jan 26), International Day 

of Zero Waste (March 30), International Mother Earth Day 

(April 22), International Day for Biological Diversity  

(May 22), World Environment Day (June 5) and International 

Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer (September 16). 
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(iii) Stakeholder engagement: Print and electronic media 

journalists were also engaged to conduct interviews of the 

PM’s Coordinator on Climate Change on various programmes 

and projects-related activities, particularly forests, climate 

change. environmental protection, smog, air pollution, 

climate-resilient urbanization, climate-smart agriculture, 

natural disasters, glacial melting, etc. These interviews helped 

project various initiatives of the Ministry in mainstream 

national print and electronic media. In addition, 56 Green 

Clubs in schools of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are being 

established by KP EPA to raise environmental awareness 

about climate change in Peshawar, Bunir and Swat districts. 

Similarly, in Gilgit Baltistan, sensitization on Climate Change 

Awareness was carried out in 2023-24 across 200 schools 

with an outreach of over 10,000 students, forming 

environmental clubs and fostering a culture of sustainability. 

 

233. *Syed Amin ul Haque: 

 

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that Universal Service Fund, an attached 

body of the Ministry is playing an active role in providing 

broadband services to remote and backward areas of the 

country and does not take even a single rupee from the 

Government in its projects; 

 

 (b) whether it is also a fact that in 2013 the Government had 

borrowed 61 billion rupees loan from the fund of the said 

institution and only about Rs.20 billion have been returned 

during last eleven years, while as per SIFC decision, the 

remaining amount must be paid in three equal installments; 
  

 (c) if so, what extent it has been implemented and the time by 

which 40 billion rupees will be returned so that the service 

providing projects for backward areas may continue? 
 

 Minister of State for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication (Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja): (a) Yes, USF is a 

public sector company constituted under Section 43 of the Companies 

Ordinance 1984. 
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 It runs on the contribution received from Telecom Companies and 

does not take any budget from Federal Government. 

 

 (b) In 2013, the Federal Government borrowed Rs. 62.003 billion 

from the Universal Services Fund (USF). During the 7th APEX 

Committee meeting of the (SIFC) held on November 16, 2023, it was 

decided that the Finance Division would finalize a schedule to return the 

remaninig amount in a phased manner. It was agreed that at least 10% of 

the remaining balance would be made available in the fourth quarter of FY 

2023-24, while the remaining balance to be budgeted and returned to 

MoIT&T over three fiscal years. 

 

 The details are given as under; 

 

 
 

 (c) In FY 2023, Rs. 11.130 billion has been returned to the 

Universal Service Fund (USF), and an allocation of Rs.5.720 billion was 

made for FY 2024-25. As a result the Finance Division has now a 

remaining balance of Rs.40.36 billion, and in light of SIFC decision it will 

be returned over the course of the next three fiscal years. 

 

234. *Ms. Sabheen Ghoury: 

 

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

 

 

 (a) the details about the plantation drive, plantation sites, 

targets; and 

 

 (b) the details of achievements of the Government in Karachi, 

during the last five years? 
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 Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination: (a) Every year, the plantation drives are launched by the 

Government under the Upscaling of Green Pakistan Programme (UGPP) 

through the executing agencies (i.e. Provincial Forest Departments) across 

the country. 
 

 Summary of the plantation achievement against the target with 

number of sites under the Upscaling of Green Pakistan Programme across 

the country is given below: 
 

 
 

 (b) Summary of the achievements of the government in Karachi 

during the last five (2019-24) years is given below: 
 

 
 

 Site wise detail of achievement in Karachi during the last five 

years is attached as Annexure-I. 

 

(Annexurs has been Placed in the National Assembly Library) 



51 

235. *Mr. Hameed Hussain: 
 

Will the Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety be 

pleased to state the details of the names of the beneficiaries of 

different Ehsas Programmes of Districts Kurram and Hangu 

during the last three years? 
 

 Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety: It is apprised 

that BISP is not running any program with the name ‘Ehsaas’. BISP’s 

different ongoing programs include BISP Kafaalat, Taleemi Wazaif, 

Nashonuma etc. As per the data sharing policy of BISP, the information 

about names of beneficiaries cannot be shared. However, number of BISP 

Beneficiaries from Districts of Kurram and Hangu under different ongoing 

programs during the last three years, is given as under; 
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236. *Mr. Naveed Aamir: 

 

Will the Minister for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication be pleased to state: 

 

    (a) whether the facility to provide “Free Wifi” is available in 

Islamabad; 

  

    (b) if so, whether the said facility is available in all areas of 

Islamabad; 

 

    (c) if not, the time by which “Free Wifi” facility will be fully 

provided in Islamabad? 

 

 Minister of State for Information Technology and 

Telecommunication (Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja): (a) Response by 

PTA: PTA being the regulator of telecommunication sector has been 

tasked to update status of “Free Wi-Fi”, to which PTA verbally 

communicated that some of the operator's/license holders already 

discussed “Free Wi-Fi” provisioning. In this regards, the PTA will conduct 

survey to check if there is any “Free Wi-Fi” services available in 

Islamabad or not. After survey PTA will submit report to this Ministry. 

 

 (b) NA 

 

 (c) NA 

 

237. *Ms. Akhtar Bibi: 

 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Prime Minister’s Office be 

pleased to state: 

 

     (a) the details of destruction caused in Naseerabad, District due 

to recent monsoon rains resulting into flash floods; and 

 

     (b) the measures taken by the Federal Government in this 

regard? 

  

 Minister In-charge of the Prime Minister’s Office: (a) 1. Losses 

& Damages (Up to 8 September 2024). Details of cumulative losses / 

damages reported by respective Provincial Disaster Management 
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Authorities (PDMAs) / State Disaster Management Authority (SDMA) 

and Gilgit Baltistan Disaster Management Authority (GBDMA) are as 

under: - 

 

 
 

 2. As per daily situation reports, Updated details of damages and 

losses occurred in Balochistan Province including Naseerabad District is 

placed at Annex-A. 

 

(b) 1. Preparation / Coordination for Monsoon  

 

a. NDMA held the National Pre-Monsoon Contingency 

Planning & Coordination Meeting and National Monsoon 

SimEx on 5 June 2024 which was attended by all relevant 

disaster management stakeholders. Comprehensive National 

Monsoon Contingency Plan   2024 (NMCP-22) was issued on 

24 May 2024. Based on NMCP-24 Provincial and District 

Plans were prepared by all stakeholders. 

 

b. To raise awareness NDMA initiated a national monsoon 

awareness campaign utilizing telecom operators through PTA, 

social media and advertisement in electronic and print media 

in close coordination with Press Information Department and 

PDMAs / GBDMA / SDMA. 

 

c. National Emergencies Operation Centre (NEOC) is 

operational throughout the year for monitoring any disaster 

situation and maintaining coordination with all stakeholders 

and issuance of alerts and advisories well in advance of any 
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adverse hydro-meteorological weather systems which may 

pose a risk to vulnerable areas in the country. 

 

d. Formation of DRC. In order to ensure streamlined and 

cohesive coordination of monsoon preparedness and response 

efforts throughout the country, the Honourable Prime Minister 

constituted the Disaster Response Committee on 2 July 2024. 

The committee is convened / chaired by Federal Minister for 

Planning Development & Special Initiatives and has members 

from relevant federal ministers, provincial governments, govt. 

departments and disaster manage,emt authorities. A total of 4 

x DRC Meetings have been held respectively on 8 July, 20 

July & 23 Aug. 
 

2. Unfolding of Monsoon Season 2024  

 

a. NDMA has issued 24 x Alerts / Advisories (since 1 July 

2024) to all Ministries, Departments, PDMAs/ SDMA/ 

GBDMA, ICT Administration, NHA, FWO, Rescue Services 

with specific measures required to be undertaken by 

respective departments and general public. 

 

b. The rainfall recorded, from 1 Jul to 1 Sep (as per table below), 

remained 64% percent greater than Normal Average of Past 

30 Years. Sindh has experienced the highest rainfall average 

of 135% above normal. 

 

 1st July to 1September 2024 Rainfall 

Area Normal (mm) Actual (mm) Diviation (%) 

Pakistan 120.4 197.5 + 64 

Bln 52.5 119.2 + 115 

KP 212.0 216.3 + 2 

Pb 198.5 313.1 + 58 

Snd 114.5 268.5 + 135 

GB 30.3 36.3 + 20 

AJ&K 327.9 265.2 -19 

(Data Source. PMD) 
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3. Response Measures  

 

a. Rescue. Respective Local Administrations, Rescue Services, 

PDMAs / DDMAs have undertaken rescue efforts on case by 

case basis throughout the monsoon season in affected / 

vulnerable areas of the country. 

 

b. Relief Efforts. PDMAs and NGOs have distributed relief 

including NFIs and Food Packs in affected areas. Main relief 

items include tents, tarpaulins, mosquito nets, food packs, etc. 

 

As the matter primarily pertains to respective Provincial 

Government, therefore, any additional measures may be sought 

from PDMA Balochsitan. 

 

(Annexure has been Placed in the National Assembly Library) 

 

 

 ISLAMABAD: TAHIR HUSSAIN, 

 The 3rd November, 2024. Secretary General. 
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(9th Group, 10th Session) 

  
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY  SECRETARIAT 

 

———— 
 

“UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND THEIR REPLIES” 
 

For Monday, the 4th November, 2024 
 

 

43. Ms. Shaista Khan: 

 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Prime Minister’s Office be 

pleased to state: 

 

 (a) what remedial steps have been taken on account of the 

damages caused by recent rains in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa; and 

 

 (b) whether the financial assistance has been provided to the 

affectees by estimating the loss of life and property in detail 

thereof? 

 

 Minister In-charge of the Prime Minister’s Office: (a) 1. Losses 

& Damages (Up to 8 September 2024). Details of cumulative losses / 

damages reported by respective Provincial Disaster Management 

Authorities is placed at Annex-A. 

 

2. Preparation / Coordination for Monsoon  

 

a. NDMA held the National Pre-Monsoon Contingency 

Planning & Coordination Meeting and National Monsoon 

SimEx on 5 June 2024 which was attended by all relevant 

disaster management stakeholders. Comprehensive National 

Monsoon Contingency Plan   2024 (NMCP-22) was issued on 

24 May 2024. Based on NMCP-24 Provincial and District 

Plans were prepared by all stakeholders. 

 

b. To raise awareness NDMA initiated a national monsoon 

awareness campaign utilizing telecom operators through PTA, 

social media and advertisement in electronic and print media 
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in close coordination with Press Information Department and 

PDMAs / GBDMA / SDMA. 

 

c. National Emergencies Operation Centre (NEOC) is 

operational throughout the year for monitoring any disaster 

situation and maintaining coordination with all stakeholders 

and issuance of alerts and advisories well in advance of any 

adverse hydro-meteorological weather systems which may 

pose a risk to vulnerable areas in the country. 

 

d. Formation of DRC. In order to ensure streamlined and 

cohesive coordination of monsoon preparedness and response 

efforts throughout the country, the Honourable Prime Minister 

constituted the Disaster Response Committee on 2 July 2024. 

The committee is convened / chaired by Federal Minister for 

Planning Development & Special Initiatives and has members 

from relevant federal ministers, provincial governments, govt. 

departments and disaster management authorities. A total of  

4 x DRC Meetings have been held respectively on 8 July, 20 

July 30 July& 23 Aug. 2024. 
 

3. Unfolding of Monsoon Season 2024  

 

a. NDMA has issued 24 x Alerts / Advisories (since 1 July 

2024) to all Ministries, Departments, PDMAs/ SDMA/ 

GBDMA, ICT Administration, NHA, FWO, Rescue Services 

with specific measures required to be undertaken by 

respective departments and general public. 

 

b. The rainfall recorded, from 1 Jul to 1 Sep (as per table 

below), remained 64% percent greater than Normal 

Average of Past 30 Years. Sindh has experienced the highest 

rainfall average of 135% above normal. 

 

 1st July to 1September 2024 Rainfall 

Area Normal (mm) Actual (mm) Diviation (%) 

Pakistan 120.4 197.5 + 64 

Bln 52.5 119.2 + 115 

KP 212.0 216.3 + 2 
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 1st July to 1September 2024 Rainfall 

Area Normal (mm) Actual (mm) Diviation (%) 

Pb 198.5 313.1 + 58 

Snd 114.5 268.5 + 135 

GB 30.3 36.3 + 20 

AJ&K 327.9 265.2 -19 

(Data Source. PMD) 

 

(b) 1. Response Measures  

 

a. Rescue. Respective Local Administrations, Rescue Services, 

PDMAs / DDMAs have undertaken rescue efforts on case by 

case basis throughout the monsoon season in affected / 

vulnerable areas of the country. 

 

b. Relief Efforts. PDMAs and NGOs have distributed relief 

including NFIs and Food Packs in affected areas. Main relief 

items include tents, tarpaulins, mosquito nets, food packs, etc. 

 

Details received from PDMA KP which covers rescue and relief 

efforts are placed at Annex-A. 

 

(Annexure has been Placed in the National Assembly Library) 

 

44. Syed Rafiullah: 

 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state: 

     

 (a) whether it is a fact that poor quality of internet and distorted 

network of the cellular companies in villages, Ahmed 

Qaimkhani and Jam Nawaz Ali, District Sanghar and 

Mohallah Naimat Deen Pindorian, Islamabad; if so, the 

reason thereof; and 

 

 (b) what steps have been taken by the Pakistan 

Telecommunication Authority (PTA) to direct the cellular 

companies to rectify the issues and provide quality of 

network/data services in above said areas? 
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 Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division: (a) 

 

i. Village Ahmed Qaimkhani 

 

Village Ahmed Qaim Khani has been identified as a densely 

populated area in the district Umer Kot, currently deployed cellular 

infrastructure is tabulated below; 

 

 
 

System Parameters (OSS KPIs) of the area were analyzed and it is 

observed that network downtime remained slightly below normal 

threshold at 1.27% whereas, the download throughput was well 

above the minimum values at 9.01 Mbps, depicting overall 

satisfactory performance of the serving sites as tabulated below; 

 

 
 

On-ground survey of the area is being conducted to ascertain 

factual position and to rectify the issue, if any. 

 

ii. Jam Nawaz Ali Taluka 

 

Jam Nawaz Ali Taluka is located in district Sanghar, currently 

deployed Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs) infrastructure is 

tabulated below; 

 

 
 

System parameters (OSS KPIs) were analyzed, findings have 

revealed that the area had 6.22% network downtime due to prolong 

load shedding over a period of 3 months; while, stable average 
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download throughput (speed) of 7.37 Mbps was recorded as 

tabulated below; 

 

 
 

On-ground survey of the area is being conducted to ascertain 

factual position and to rectify the issue, if any. 

 

iii. Mohallah Naimat Deen, Pindorian, Islamabad 

 
Village Mohallah Naimat Deen, Burma Town near Pindorian, 

Distt; Islamabad is currently being served by 7x sites of Cellular 

Mobile Operators (CMOs); 

 

 
 

OSS system parameters of the Mohallah Naimat Deen Pindorian, 

District Islamabad was analyzed in 2nd Quarter 2024, findings 

have revealed that; 

 

Average network downtime and throughput for the complaint 

location were fully compliant with the required thresholds, as 

shown below; 

 

 
 

On-ground survey of the area is being conducted to ascertain 

factual position and to rectify the issue, if any. 
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(b) 

 

1. PTA has initiated the process for conduct of on ground survey 

within this quarter (Qtr 4) in order to correlate with system 

parameters. Focal persons / POCs for coordination may be 

provided to identify and subsequently rectify the specific 

issues, please. 

 

2. PTA has a sophisticated, customer-focused Complaint 

Management System (CMS) in place, accessible via a toll-

free number and online form for filing complaints related to 

specific areas. 

 

3. Indoor coverage can be improved by installing dedicated 

repeater/DAS solutions. 

 

4. Over the last few years, the Pakistan Telecommunication 

Authority (PTA) has taken significant measures for 

improvement of nationwide cellular coverage and QoS. Key 

initiatives include; 

 

a. Aggressive roll-out obligation in new and renewed 

licenses being issued by the PTA wherein, an YoY 

increase of 3% population per annum per province to be 

covered in terms of voice and Mobile Broadband (MBB) 

is mandatory obligation. 

 

b. Advanced technical measures are taken by CMOs to 

enhance coverage and capacity. 

 

c. CMOs upgraded voice to VoLTE and Wi-Fi-Off loading, 

consequently improving voice service quality. 

 

d. Reduction in load shedding can improve service 

availability. 

 

e. Nationwide System Parameters (OSS KPIs) analysis. 

 

f. Recommendations on the underserved and unserved 

areas to Universal Service Fund (USF). 
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g. Telecom Infrastructure Sharing Framework, duly 

approved by MoIT&T, provides a regulatory mechanism 

for fair and competitive active and passive sharing of 

telecom infrastructure. The framework would also 

encourage CMOs to improve network penetration across 

by reducing Capex (Capital Expenditure) and Opex 

(Operational Expenditure) costs. 

 

h. National Roaming Facility testing along Coastal 

Highway, is another step towards increasing telecom 

penetration across country. It is aimed at provision of 

coverage to consumers irrespective of their subscription 

to any CMO. 

 

i. 5G rollout is being aggressively pursued by PTA (likely 

in April 2025). 

 

 

 

         ISLAMABAD: TAHIR HUSSAIN, 

 The 3rd November, 2024. Secretary General. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

PCPPI—1515(2024) NA—03 -11-2024—450. 
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