
IAS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ]

BILL

futher to amend the lbandonad Pn4xrlie-c (lVlanagerncnt) 11,ct, / 975

\)/HERERAS it is expedient further to amend thc Abandoned Propertics (trIanagement) Act,
1975 0C( of 1975), in thc manncr and for rhe puryoses hereinafter appearing

It is hereby enacted as follou,s: -

L. Shoa title and cornmencement. - (1) This Act shail be caliedAbandoned Ptopeties
(Ir{anagement) (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of secrion 4, Act )CX of 1975.- In the Abandoned Properties
(i\,lanagenrent) Acq 1975 GKX of 1975), hereinafter refer:red to as the said Act, iu section d-

(i) in sub-section (1), for the '*,ords "Federal Government" tvherever
appearing, the u,ords "Prime Minister" shall be substiruted; and

(ri) in sub-sectron (5), fcrr rhc words "Fcderal Government", the wotds
"Prir.rre Minisrer'l shall be subsriruted.

3. Aunendment of section 5, Act )O( of 1975.- In dre said Act, in section 5, for sub-

section (1), rhc follou.ing shall be subsrifuted, namelr':

"(1) Irr:r the purpose of carry-ing the provisions of this Act into effect,

thcre shall bc an .r\dministraror for Pakistan and one or more Deputy
Adrninisrrators ior strch areas to bc appointed by such authority,.in zuch manner
and on such terrns and condrrions as rrray bc prescribcd."

4- Amend.ment of section 19, Act XX of 1975-- In rhe said Act, in section 19, in sub-

sectior) (3), for the rvords "Federal Government", the wo.rds ttDivision cotrcerned" shall be

subsdtuted.

5. funendment of scction 25, Act XX of L975.- In the said Acg in sectio:r 25, after thc
rrvord "Act". thc cxprcssi,:n ", except the porver exerc.isable under section 30," shali be

inscttcd.
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sT4TEtr{DNT OF OBJE-CTS AN.p REASONq

In tlt,: judgrnent of tire Honourable Suprenre Court of Pakistan in the Mustafa
lnrpex, Kartchi v. Government of Pakistarr (PLD 2016 SC 808), it wss clarified.that
executive <lccisions invcilving policy, financial or administrative impli/ations a.re to be

taken by tho Federal Cabinet collectively, ',ind not by individual office holders, unless

duly authorized by law.

In the aftermath of the aforesaid judgnrent, it has lreen observed that seve ral
existing lalrs continue to vest routine, procedural and administrative powers in the
"Federat Gcvernment," which necessitates repeated submission of minor and non-
policy malters to the Federal Cabinet. This practice has resulted in avoidable burden

on thc Cabinct, and delays in administrative proccsscs,

Witl-i a view to streamlining governance, improving administrative efficiency,
and ensuring lhattlie Federal Cabinet focuses on matters of national policyand strategic

irnportance. the Cabinet Division, in pursuance of the direction of the F-ederal C)abinet,

has-undertaken a cornprehensive review of relevant lau,s and has prepared the

anrendment bill to rationalize and reassign such poivers to the appropriate authorities.

The Bill, therefore, intends to achieve the aforesaid objectives.
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