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A
BILL

Jurther to amend the Emigration Ordinance, 1979

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Emigration Ordinance,
1979 (XVIII of 1979), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafler appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

1. Short title and commencement. - (1) This Act shall be called the

Emigration (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 17, Ordinance XVIII of 1979.- In the

Emigration Ordinance, 1979 (XVIII of 1979), hereinafter referred to as “the said
Ordinance”, in section 17,-

in sub-scction (2), in clause (c), for the hyphen, at the end and

- sub-clauscs
(i) and (ii), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

(a)

“with imprisonment for a-term which may extend to seven

years and with fine which shall not be less than one million
rupees.”; and

in sub-section (4), for the commas and words “, and the editor,

(b)
printer, and publisher of a newspaper”, the expression “through

print, electronic and social media, the editor, printer and publisher
of a print, electronic and account holder or operator of social
media whatsoever,” shall be substituted.

3. Amendment of section 19, Ordinance XVIII 1979.- In the said
Ordinance, in section 19, for the commas and words , or with fine, or with Both”, the
words “and with fine which shall not be less than one million rupeces” shall be
substituted.

4. Amendment of sect(on 20, Ordinance XVII of 1979.. In the said

Ordinance, inscction 20, for the words “may extend to ten thousand rupces”, the words



!
|

shall not be fess than one hundred thousand rupces™ shall be substitute
5. Amendment of section 23. Ordinance XVIII of 1979 . In the sl
: saj
Ordinance, in section 23, after the word “finc™. the words “which shall not be Jess than

two hundred thousand rupees” shall be added.

STATEMENT OF OBJECT AND REASONS

The Emigration Ordinance, 1979 was cnacted on March 23, 1979,
repeal and re-enact the Emigration Act, 1922 with necessary modifications. Under this
legal framework, the Ministry of Overscas Pakistanis & Human Resource Development

(M/o OP&HRD) regulates the export of manpower from Pakistan.

2. The Prime Minister’s Office vide U.O. No. 17-OPHRD/DS(IA-I11)/2024
dated May 10, 2024, directed the M/o OP&HRD to initiate a comprehensive review to
strengthen the penal provisions of the Emigration Ordinance, 1979. The objective is to
deter the exploitation of potential cmigrants and ensure the effective prosecution of

delinquent Overscas Employment Promoters (OEPs).

3. Consequently, multi-ticred consultations were held with  kev
administrative and law enforcement stakcholders, including the Bureau of Emigration
and Overseas Employment (BE&OE), the Overseas Employment Corporation (OEQ).
the Pakistan Overseas Employment Promoters Association (POEPA), and the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA). The resulting Draft Bill was vetted by the Law & Justice
Division and subsequently ratified by the Federal Cabinet, in accordance with the
decision of the Cabinet Committee for Disposal of Legislative Cases (CCLC) on August

5,2026. S\

4. To implement the Federal Cabinet's decision. the Emigration Ordinance.
1979, is required to be amended. This Bill has been formulated to fultill the

aforementioned objectives and is now submitted for parliamentary approval,

5‘ by VA

Minister for Overseas Pakistanis &
Human Resource Development
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