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ftt'th_er to arttcttd the Enrigralio,, Ordinancc, 1979

WHOREAS it is expcdient further to amend the Emigra[ion Orclinancc,

1979 (XVUI of 1979), in the manner and for thc purposes hereinafter appcaring;

It is hereby enacted as follorvs: -

L Short title anrl comnrencerneut. - (l) This Act shall be called the

Ernigration (Am endmen t) Act, 2026.

(2) It shall comc into force at oncc.

2. Antendment of section 77, Ordinlnce XVIII of t979,' In the

Ernigration Ordinancc, 1979 (XVIIi of 1979), hereinafter referred to as "the said

Ordinance", in scction 17,-

(a) in sub-scction (2), in clausc (c), for the hyphen, at the end and

sub-clauscs

(i) and (ii), the lbllowing shall be substituted, namely:-

"rvith imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven

ycars and rvith fine rvhich shall not bc less than one million

rupees."; and

(b) in sub-section (4), for the commas and rvords ", and the editor,

printer, and publisher of a newspaper", thc expression ..tluough

print, electronic and social media, the editor, printer and publisher

of a print, electronic and account holder or operator of social

media whatsoever," shall be substituted.

3. Amendment of section 19, ordinnnce XVIII 1979.- In 
. 
the said

Ordinance, in scction I9, for tlte commas and words ", or rvitil tjnc, or rvith both,,, the
words "and with fine which shall not bo less than onc rnillion rupces,, shall be
substitutcd.

4' Antendmcnt of section 20, ordirriurcc XYIII of 1979.- ln the said
ordinancc, in section 20, for the woids "rnay extend to tcn thousancl rupccs,,, thc rvorcls

)



"sltall not be lcss rhan onc hundrcd th.Lrsarrd rrpccs" shail bc substituterl.

5. Anrendment crf section 23. Ordinnncc XVIII of 1979,_ In thc sai<l
ordinancc, in section 23, after the u,ord "finc''. thc rvords "rvhich shaltnot be Iess than
trvo huncired thorrsanrl nrpces" shallbc addeci.

STAT'riM0NT OF OB,lll,CT AllD REASONS

Tlrc Ernigration Ordinancc, 1979 \vas cnactcd on March 23, 1979, to

rcpcal attd rc-cnact thc Emigration Act, lt922 with ncccssary modifications. Under this

lcgal lratnovork, the Ministri,olOverscas Pakistanis & I.lurlan [tesource Developrnent

(M/o OP&LIRl)) regulate.s thc export of manporver lrom Pakistan.

2. The Prinre Ministcr's Office vidc U.O, No. l7-OPIIRD/DS(tA-lll)t202.1

clatccl May 10,2024, direc(ed thc lvVo OP&HRD to initiate a com'prchensive revieu ro

strengthcn tlrc pcnal provisions of the Emigration Ordinancc,l979. Thc objective is to

cletcr thc cxploitation ol potential cmigran(s ancl cnsurc the e lfuctive prosecution oi

dcIinqucnt Ovcrscas Employment Promotcrs (OEP.s).

3. Con,sequently, multi"ticred consultations were held rvith k.i

adnrinistrativc and larv enlorce ment stakeholdcrs. including the Bureau of Emigration

and t)verseas Employmcnt (BE&OE), the Ovcr.seas Employmcnt Corporation (OEQ).

the f'akistan Overseas Employment Promoters Association (POEPA). and the Federal

Investigation Agency (FIA). The resulting Draft llill rvas vetted b.v" the Larv ft Justi,-..

Divir;ion and subsequcntly ratificd by the Federal Cabinet. in accordance rvirh thr.

decision of thc Cahinet Comnrittee lor Disposalof Lcgislative Cases (CCLC) on..\uqus(

5, 2026. ^.-,s \-r

4. To implement the Federal Cabinct's decision. the Emigratit'rn Ortlin,rncc,

1979, is required to be amcndcd. This Bill ha.s been lormulntcrl to t\rlrlll tlic

aforc,mentioned ob.iectives and js nou, submittcd lor pnrlinmcrrtnrv nppror,rrl,

4z() q-
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Vlinistcr lirr Ovcrscns lrnkistnnis &
I ltrnrrrrr Rcsrrrrr.cc Devclopnrcnt
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