AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A
BILL
further to amend the Pakistan Climate Change Act, 2017

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Pakistan Climate Change Act,
2017 (X of 2017), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

[t is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act shall be called
the Pakistan Climate Change (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 2, Act X of 2017.— In the Pakistan
Climate Change Act, 2017 (X of 2017), hereinafter referred to as the said
Act, in section 2, after clause (d), the following new clause shall be inserted,

namely:-
“(da) “Division concerned” means the Division to which the

business of this Act stands allocated;”.

3. Amendment of section 3, Act X of 2017.— In the said Act, in

section 3,-
(a) in sub-section (1),-
(1) in clause (a),-

(A) for the word “agriculture”, the word “industry”
shall be substituted; and

(B) for the word “and”, occurring for the sixth
time, comma shall be substituted and after
the words “foreign affairs”, the words “and
health” shall be inserted;

(ii) after clause (b), the following new clauses shall be
inserted, namely:-

“(ba) Prime Minister of the State of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir;



(bb) Chief Minister, Gilgit-Baltistan;”;

(iii) for clause (d), the following shall be substituted,
namely:-

“(d) fifteen non-officials, as the Prime Minister
may appoint, including renowned climate
experts, scientists, researchers,
educationists, and representatives of private
sector;”;

(b)  sub-section (2) shall be omitted; and

(c) for sub-section (5), following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(5) The Council shall hold meetings as and when
necessary, but not less than one meeting in a year”.

4. Amendment of section 4, Act X of 2017.— In the said Act, in
section 4, in sub-section (1),-

(a) for clause (b), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(b)  monitor implementation of comprehensive
adaptation and mitigation policies and other
measures to meet Pakistan’s obligations under
international conventions and  agreements
relating to climate change as specified in the
- Schedule;

(b) in clause (c), the expression “, supervise” shall be omitted;
(c) clause (d) and (e) shall be omitted; and
(d) for clause (f), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(ff approve guidelines for the protection and
conservation of forests, species, habitats, and
biodiversity in general adversely affected or
threatened by climate change; and”.



5.
section 6,-

Amendment of section 6, Act X of 2017.— In the said Act, in

(2)

for sub-section (1),the following shall be substituted,

namely:-

“(1) The Authority shall comprise of-

(a) the Chairperson;

(b) Member (Adaptation);

(c) Member (Mitigation);

(d) Member (Climate Finance);

(e) Member (Coordination);

(f) representative not below the rank of BS-21 of

the Division concerned to be nominated by
the Federal Minister-in-charge allocated with
subject of climate change; and

(g) one member from each province including
State of Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit
Baltistan to be nominated by their respective
Ministers-in-charge of each territory
allocated with subject of environment:

(b) for sub-section (2), the {following shall be substituted,

namely:-

“(2) The Chairperson and Members of the Authority
shall be appointed by the Prime Minister for a term of two
years, which may be extended for a further period not
exceeding two years, in increments of one year at a time,
on such terms and conditions as the Prime Minister may
deem fit, keeping in view their qualifications and

experience:

Provided that the term of office of the incumbent
Chairperson and Members shall be governed by the
provisions of this section:

Provided further that where, on the commencement
of the Pakistan Climate Change (Amendment) Act, 2026
(Act No. of 2026), incumbent Chairperson or a Member
has completed a term of two years, such incumbent shall
continue to hold office for a period of ninety days from the



date of such commencement, unless extended by the
Prime Minister in accordance with this section.

(c) for sub-section (3), the following shall be substituted,
namely:-

“(3) The qualification, eligibility and experience of
the Chairperson and members of the Authority shall be
prescribed by regulations.”;

6. Amendment of section 8, Act X of 2017.— In the said Act, in
section 8,-

(a) in sub-section (1),-

(i) for clauses (a), (b) and (c) the following shall be
substituted, namely:-

“(a) assist and support the Division concerned
in formulation of comprehensive climate
change adaptation and mitigation policies,
plans including Technology Action Plan,
programmes, strategies including low
carbon green growth strategy, projects and
measures designed to address the effects
of climate change and meet Pakistan's
obligations under international
conventions and agreements relating to
climate change as specified in the
Schedule;

(b) assist and support the Division concerned in
establishing institutional and policy
mechanisms for implementation of Federal
and provincial climate change adaptation
and mitigation policies, plans, programmes,
projects and measures, including plans for
renewable energy and clean technology
measuresfor energy efficiency and energy
conservation and awareness-raising and
capacity-building programmes;



(B

(8)

(c) assist and support the Division concerned
and the provinces in preparing suitable
adaptation and mitigation projects for
submission to a wide range of international
and local funding sources, including general
funding opportunities as well as specialized
climate funds, development banks, bilateral
aid agencies, foundations and private sector

investors;”;
clauses (d), (e) and (f) shall be omitted;
for clause (g), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

assist and support the Division concerned in
preparation of the National Climate Change Report
for consideration of the Council;”;

“(8)

clause (h) shall be omitted;

for clause (i), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(1) assist and support the Division concerned Iin
formulation of guidelines for the protection and
conservation of forests, species, habitats, and
biodiversity in general which are adversely

affected or threatened by climate change;”;

in clause (j), for the word “preparedness”, the word
“resilience” shall be substituted;

clauses (k), (I) and (m) shall be omitted;

for clause (n), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(n) prepare policy papers and concept notes and
provide technical input to the Division concerned
for formulating national positions for

international conferences or negotiations;”;

for clause (0), the following shall be substituted, namely:-



“(0) coordinate with specialized research institutions to
carry out research on current and emerging issues
of climate change, and disseminate the findings to

support formulation of policies, plans and
measures;
(j) in clause (p), the words “education and” shall be omitted;

(k) clause (q) shall be omitted.
(1) for clause (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(r) assist and support the Division concerned in
designing programmes which provide incentives to
reduce emissions from deforestation and
degradation;”;

(m) for clause (s), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(s) assist and support the Division concerned to
mobilize resources for the purposes of achieving
the objects and purposes of this Act;”; and

(n) after sub-section (3), the following new sub-section shall
be added, namely:-

“(4) The Authority shall, whenever required,
provide assistance and support to the Division concerned
in the performance of its functions relating to climate
change.”.

7. Amendment of section 11, Act X of 2017.— In the said Act,
in section 11, -

(a) in sub-section (1), in clause (b), for the word
“Government”, the words “Division concerned” shall be
substituted; and

(b) in sub-section (2), for the word “Chairperson”, the words
“Federal Minister-in-Charge concerned” shall be
substituted.



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Pakistan is among the countrics most vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate
change. According to globally recognized assessments such as the Global Climate Risk Index,
Pakistan has consistently ranked among the top ten countries most affected by climate change

over the past two decades, owing to increased frequency and intensity of floods. droughts, heat

waves, and other extreme weather events.

2 Pakistan Climate Change Act, 2017 was enacted to provide a comprehensive legal and

institutional framework for climate governance, including the establishment of the Pakistan
Climate Change Council and the Pakistan Climate Change Authority (PCCA). Accordingly.
Climate Change Authority was established in 2024. However, during implementation, overlaps
and duplication of functions has been observed between Ministry of Climate Change &
Environmental Coordination (MoCC&LEC) and PCCA, particularly in the arcas of policy

formulation, coordination, and implementation.

3 Moreover, Pakistan is also a Party to key international environmental agreements.

including United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Kyoto
Protocol and Paris Agreement, which it has ratified. MoCC&EC is [urther engaged with other
relevant global frameworks relating to biodiversity, desertification, and sustainable development.

These international commitments require a coherent institutional mechanism for effective

implementation. reporting, and compliance.

4. In light of the foregoing, the proposed amendments seek to remove duplication and

clearly define the roles and responsibilities 0f MoCC&EC and PCCA by:

Reaffirming the central role of the Division concerned in policy formulation,

coordination, and international representation;

Redefining PCCA as a technical, advisory, and implementation support body;
ii.  Omitting redundant provisions and streamlining functions to improve institutional
efficiency;

iv.  Strengthening coordination with provinces and other stakeholders; and

Introducing the composition, qualifications, and appointment of members of PCCA to

ensure induction of relevant expertisc.



S. The proposed amendments shall also update the functional scope of the Authority to

focus on providing assistance and support to the Division concemed, as reflected in the revised

provisions of the Act, thereby ensuring clarity of mandate and avoiding duplication of roles.

6. The proposed amendments are, therefore, aimed at enhancing institutional effectiveness,

improving governance, and enabling Pakistan to better meet its national priorities and

international obligations in the field of climate change.

|
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Dr. Musadik Masood Malik
Federal Minister for Climate Change
and Environmental Coordination
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