NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON CABINET SECRETARIAT ON THE ARCHIVAL
MATERIAL (PRESERVATION AND EXPORT CONTROL) (AMENDMENT)BILL, 2026

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Cabinet Secretariat, have the honour to
present this report on the Bill further to amend the Archival Material (Preservation and Export
Control) Act, 1975 (XLVI of 1975) [The Archival Material (Preservation and Export Control)
(Amendment)Bill, 2026] (Government Bill) referred to the Committee on 19t January, 2026

2. The Committee comprises the following: -

1) Mr. Ibrar Ahmed Chairman
2) Mr. Ehsan-ul-Haq Bajwa Member
3) Ms. Tahira Aurangzeb Member
4) Ms. Nuzhat Sadiq Member
5) Ms. Farah Naz Akbar Member
6) Mr. Nelson Azeem Member
7) Pir Ameer Ali Shah Jeelani Member
8) Mr. Irfan Ali Leghari Member
9) Syed Rafiullah Member
10) Nawabzada Mir Jamal Khan Raisani Member
11) Dr. Ramesh Kumar Vankwani Member
12) Ms. Rana Ansar Member
13) Mr. Mohammad Awn Saqlain Member
14) Mr. Muhammad Aslam Ghumman Member
15) Mr. Ali Asghar Khan Member
16) Ms. Shandana Gulzar Khan Member
17) Mr. Khurram Munawar Manj Member
18) Syed Raza Ali Gillani Member
19) Ms. Shahida Begum Member
20) Minister in-charge of the Ex-officio Member

Cabinet Secretariat

3. The Committee considered the Bill, as introduced in the National Assembly, placed at
Annex-A; in its meetings held on 10 February, 2026 and 2™ June, 2026 and proposed
the following amendments therein: -

CLAUSE 2
In clause 2, for paragraph (a), the following shall be substituted, namely: -

“(a) in paragraph (a) for the expression, “Federal Government” the expression,
“Prime Minister” shall be substituted; and”

4, The Committee recommended that the Bill, as reported by the Standing Committee
placed at Annex B, may be passed by the National Assembly.

Sd/- Sd/-
(SAEED AHMAD MAITLA) (IBRAR AHMED)
Acting Secretary Chairman

Islamabad, 37 June, 2026




Annex-A
[ASINTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL

1o amend the Archival Material (Preservation and Export Control) Act, 1975

WHERERAS, it 1s expedient to amend the Archival Material (Preservation and Export
Control) Act, 1975 (XLVT of 1975), in the manner and [or the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

1. Short title and commencement. — (1) This Act shall be called the Archival Matenal
(Preservation and Export Control) (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) [t shall come into force at once.
2, Amendment of section 2, Act XLVI 0f 1975.- In the Archival Material (Preservation

and Export Control) Act, 1975 (XLVI of 1975), hereinafter referred to as the said Act, in
section’ 2 -
(2)  in clause (a), for the words “Federal Governmext”, the words “Secretary
of the Division.concerned” shall be substituted; and

(b).  after clause (c), the following new clause shali be inserted, namely: -

“(ca). “Division concerned” means the Division to which business of
this Act stands allocated;”.
3. Amendment of section 3, Act XLVI of 1975.- In the said Act, in section 3, for the

words “Federal Government”, wherever occumring, the words “Secretary of the Division
concerned” shall be substituted.

EE S



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

In the judgment of the Honourable Supreme Court of Pakistan in the Mustafa
Impex, Karachi v. Government of Pakistan (PLD 2016 SC 808), it wds clarified that
executive decisions involving policy, financial or administrative implications are to be
taken by the Federal Cabinet collectively, and not by individuél office holders, unless
duly authorized by law.

In the aftermath of the aforesaid judgment, it has been observed that several
existing laws continue to vest routine, procedural and administrative powers in the
"Federal Government," which necessitates repeated submission of minor and non-
policy matters to the Federal Cabinet. This practice has resulted in avoidable burden
on the Cabinet, and delays in administrative processes.

With a view to streamlining governance, improving administrative efficiency,
and ensuring that the Federal Cabinet focuses on matters of national policy and strategic
importance, the Cabinet Division, in pursuance of the direction of the Federal Cabinet,
has undertaken a comprehensive review of relevant laws and has prepared the
amendment bill to rationalize and reassign such powers to the appropriate authorities.

The Bill, therefore, intends to achieve the aforesaid objectives.

Minister-In-Charge



Annex-B
[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]
A
BILL

to amend the Archival Material (Preservation and Export Control) Act, 1975

WHEREAS, it is expedient to amend the Archival Material (Preservation and Export Control)
Act, 1975 (XLVI of 1975), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

Itis hereby enacted as follows: -

1. Short title and commencement. - (1) This Act shall be called the Archival Material
(Preservation and Export Control) (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) It shall come into force at once.
2. Amendment of section 2, Act XLVI of 1975.- In the Archival Material (Preservation

and Export Control) Act, 1975 (XLVI of 1975), hereinafter referred to as the said Act, in
section 2,-

(a) in paragraph (a) for the expression, “Federal Government” the
expression, “Prime Minister” shall be substituted; and

(b) after paragraph (c), the following new paragraph (ca) shall be inserted,
namely: -

"(ca). "Division concerned” means the Division to which business of
this Act stands allocated;".

3. Amendment of section 3, Act XLVI of 1975.- In the said'qct, in section 3, for the

words "Federal Government”, wherever occurring, the words "Secretary of the Division
concerned” shall be substituted.
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

In the judgment of the Honourable Supreme Court of Pakistan in the Mustafa Impex, Karachi
v. Government of Pakistan (PLD 2016 SC 808), it was clarified that executive decisions
involving policy, financial or administrative implications are to be taken by the Federal
Cabinet collectively, and not by individual office holders, unless duly authorized by law.

In the aftermath of the aforesaid judgment, it has been observed that several existing laws
continue to vest routine, procedural and administrative powers in the "Federal
Government,” which necessitates repeated submission of minor and non- policy matters to
the Federal Cabinet. This practice has resulted in avoidable burden on the Cabinet, and
delays in administrative processes.

With a view to streamlining governance, improving administrative efficiency, and ensuring

that the Federal Cabinet focuses on matters of national policy and strategic importance, the
Cabinet Division, in pursuance of the direction of the Federal Cabinet, has undertaken a

comprehensive review of relevant laws and has prepared the amendment bill to rationalize
and reassign such powers to the appropriate authorities.

The Bill, therefore, intends to achieve the aforesaid objectives.

Minister In-Charge
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