THE
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN

Friday, the 22" May, 2026

TABLE OF CONTENTS
1. RECITATION FROM THE HOLY QUR AN....couitiueeerertresseseesssssssesessssssssssssesssssssssssssnssssssssssessnssssssssssnsssns 1
2. RECITATION OF HADITH ...cvivtiirrerrererseiessesessessessessessssessessesssssssessessesssssssessessesesssssessessesssssssessesssssssassesaens 1
3. RECITATION OF NAAT....c.coueteeeereereserseeesessssesessssessssessssesesesensessssssssessssensesensesesssssensesensessssssssensesenssssssnns 1
4. NATIONAL ANTHEM .....coviueueeeereeseseesestssssessstssssssssessssssssssssssnssssssessssstssssssesessnsssssssssessnssssssssssssnsssssssssen 2
5. STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ......cccevuererrererrererssessssessssessssssessssensssensssesssssensssenssssssssssessesensssensens 2
6. POINTING OUT THE LACK OF QUORUM......ccueurueueereresessesesessssssesesssssssssssensssssssssssssnssssssssssssnssssssssssnsnnns 4
7. STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS .....ccceevruererreerrerersesessssessssessssssessssensssenssssssssssessesenssssssssssensssensesensens 4
8. LEAVE OF ABSENCE .....cvevtrerrerrerersesessessesessessessessesessessessessesessessessessessssessessestsssssessessesssssssessesssssssessessens 51
9. MOTION FOR CONDONATION OF DELAY IN THE PRESENTATION OF REPORT — (ADOPTED) ......coceevevnne 54
10. REPORT OF THE INTER-BOARDS COORDINATION COMMISSION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2025 —
(PRESENTED) ......eeueeeeeeeeeseseseesesesssesssasssssssssessssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssesessnsstesssssesensssesssesssenssssssssssenssssnns 54
11. MOTION FOR CONDONATION OF DELAY IN THE PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT — (ADOPTED) ............ 54
12. REPORT ON THE ISLAMABAD CAPITAL TERRITORY PRIVATE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
(REGISTRATION AND REGULATION) (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026 — (PRESENTED) ......cevevrreeeerereeereeeesenens 55
13. CALLING ATTENTION NOTICE REG: DETENTION OF PAKISTANI CITIZENS IN CAMBODIA, WHO BECAME

14,

15.

VICTIMS OF FRAUDULENT OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT SCHEMES AND ARE PRESENTLY DETAINED ON THE
ALLEGATIONS OF CYBERCRIME AND SCAM-RELATED ACTIVITIES — (ANSWERED) ......cccoveuueerverueersinnnnene 55
CALLING ATTENTION NOTICE REG: FACING OF DIFFICULTIES BY THE STUDENTS ENROLLED IN BS
PROGRAMMES IN ISLAMABAD COLLEGES DUE TO NON-IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RULES/REGULATIONS
PRESCRIBED BY THE HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION (HEC) — (ANSWERED) .......cccoceuueerrirueeersssnnennnns 60
POINTS OF ORDER ...ccuuuuiiiiititttniiiiiiitiieniiiiiiiteitiessiiiiiieettesssieisteesssssssietsieesssssssssssstesssssssssssseesssssssssssseees 61



NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN
ASSEMBLY DEBATES

Friday, the 22" May, 2026

The National Assembly of Pakistan met in the National Assembly Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad, at 11:05 a.m. with the honourable Speaker (Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq) in the Chair.
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2138 # Ui ilollePs s
FOOD MALNUTRITION TRENDS IN THE COUNTRY

138. * Syeda Shehla Raza:
Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be pleased to

state:

a) whether any surveys or reports have been compiled on food insecurity or
malnutrition trends in the country; and
b) what indicators were used and which regions were found most vulnerable?

Minister for National Food Security and Research (Rana Tanveer Hussain):
(a) Yes, the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) has compiled and regularly updates
data on food insecurity and malnutrition trends in the country through
internationally recognized surveys, particularly the Food Insecurity Experience
Scale (FIES) 2024-25. This survey is conducted in collaboration with the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and provides a standardized and internationally
comparable measure of household access to adequate food.

The FIES-based assessments are incorporated into national statistical
systems to monitor the extent, severity, and distribution of food insecurity across
different socio-economic groups. In addition, complementary data on nutrition and
living standards is also collected through surveys such as the Pakistan Social and
Living Standards Measurement (PSLM).



(b) The Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES) is based on eight experience-

based indicators that reflect household access to food. These include:

« Worrying about not having enough food

« Inability to eat nutritious and balanced meals

» Eating only a limited variety of foods

o Skipping meals

« Eating less than required

« Running out of food

« Experiencing hunger without eating

« Going without food for an entire day due to lack of resources

Based on responses to these indicators, households are classified into food
secure, mildly food insecure, moderately food insecure, and severely food
insecure categories.

Regional vulnerability findings:

The analysis highlights notable regional disparities:

e Balochistan shows the highest vulnerability due to structural poverty, arid
climatic conditions, and limited infrastructure.

e Rural Sindh also reflects higher food insecurity levels, particularly in
poverty-affected and flood-prone districts.

e Southern Punjab demonstrates moderate to high vulnerability in low-
income and rain-fed agricultural areas.

e Certain districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, especially remote and merged
areas, also experience elevated food insecurity due to geographic and
developmental constraints.

Despite these challenges, the Government is actively addressing food

insecurity through a range of targeted interventions, including social protection
programs and agricultural support initiatives.

Mr. Speaker: Answer be taken as read, supplementary please.
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Mr. Speaker: Count be made.
(The count was made.)
Mr. Speaker: The House is not in order. The proceedings of the House are
suspended till the completion of Quorum.

(The proceedings of the House were suspended till the completion of Quorum.)
(&MC}/:’M@9}&@5?&-9/!,%{)4&50/@11&1)/1&{JU€!)

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Count be made, please.
(The count was made.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: The House is in order.
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BISP and the Government is giving them Rs. 760 billion and Insha’Allah in the
coming budget it will be increased and the production of wheat and rice will also
be improved and food inflation will be controlled. So, according to the BISP, 15
million people are the beneficiaries till now and when it is improved, we will get
more aid and this thing will be covered hopefully. Thank you.
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FARMER ORGANIZATIONS ACCUSED NEGLECTING AGRICULTURE
140. * Syeda Shehla Raza:
Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be pleased to
state:

a) whether itis a fact that farmer organizations have accused the Government
of undermining food security by neglecting agriculture; and

b) the Ministry's response to these claims and the corrective actions planned
in the new fiscal year?

Minister for National Food Security and Research (Rana Tanveer Hussain):
(a) The Ministry of National Food Security and Research continuously remains in
contact with the Famers Association organizations of the country to listen to their
problems and grievances. Every effort is then made to resolve their issue as per
existing policies. Their current grievance, though not specifically mentioned in the
Question, probably relates to the decision to of the Government abolish the
minimum support price for wheat in 2025. They argue this left them without
guaranteed buyers or fair prices. However, this claim is not accurate, as the policy
shift was made for the farmers protection and a fair price for their wheat. This shift
has proved very successful as famers are getting handsome prices for their harvest
as compared to the previous years.



(b) The Ministry has implemented the Interim National Wheat Policy 2025-26,
which shifts from a state-controlled system to a public-private partnership while
retaining a guaranteed indicative price of Rs. 3,500 per 40 kg. The policy removes
inter-provincial wheat movement restrictions, establishes a National Wheat
Monitoring Committee, and includes federal procurement for strategic reserves.
The National Wheat Policy (2026-30) is currently being formulated in consultation
with the provinces. For the new fiscal year, the Ministry’s corrective action plan
focuses on modernization, with PSDP projects, a comprehensive agriculture
roadmap for mechanization, and the establishment of the National Agri-Trade and
Food Safety Authority (NAFSA) to boost exports. The Ministry of National Food
Security & Research (MNFSR) has established the National Seed Development and
Regulatory Authority (NSDRA) to strengthen and modernize the seed sector by
improving regulation, ensuring quality seed availability, and promoting the
development of high-yield and climate-resilient crop varieties. The accusation of a
production collapse lacks factual basis, given ongoing productivity enhancement
projects across the country.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Answer be taken as read, supplementary please.
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The Government is trying to resolve this issue, and hopefully we will.
Definitely, we are looking into this matter but if she wants more details on it then |

can | ask her to come to the office and we can give her more details on what is
happening on this thing. Thank you.
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Parliamentary Secretary for National Heritage and Culture Division (Ms.

Farah Naz Akbar): Sir! This needs a fresh question, | will get the information please
put it as a fresh question.
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Ms. Asiya Naz Tanoli: Question No. 142.
MEASURES ADOPTED TO AVOID RAILWAYS ACCIDENTS
142. *Ms. Asiya Naz Tanoli:
Will the Minister for Railways be pleased to state:

a) how many major Railways accidents have occurred in the past five years
and how many lives were lost; and



b) what safety measures have been adopted to avoid from such accidents?
Minister for Railways (Mr. Muhammad Hanif Abbasi): (a) On average,
Pakistan Railways operates about 40,000 trains per annum, whereas, on average
33 major accidents occur per annum having a percentage of 0.082%. During the
period from 1st January 2021 to 31st December, 2025 (last five years), a total of
"448" accidents occurred over the railway network out of which "164" accidents
were major. The year-wise breakup (2021-2025) of these accidents is given below:
POSITION OF MAJOR ACCIDENTS (LAST FIVE YEARS)

Description of Accidents 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | Total
Derailment of Passenger Trains 13 13 23 36 | 47 132
Collision at manned level crossings 6 3 4 3 0 16
Fire in trains 2 1 6 0 1 10
Collision to passenger trains with goods trains| 0 1 1 0 0 02
Collision of goods trains 0 0 1 1 1 3
Collision of passenger trains 1 0 0 0 0 01

Total 22 18 35 | 40 | 49 164

During the last five years, 169 persons have lost their lives in train accidents. Details
are as under:

Description Killed
Passengers 134
Road users 28
Railway employee 7

Total 169

(b) The following steps have been taken to prevent accidents on Pakistan railway
network:
e Safety Seminars/workshops are being arranged to enhance the capacity
of staff.
e Public awareness campaign has also been launched on social, electronic
and print media to inform the public about the dangers associated with
railway crossings.
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e Training and refresher courses are being conducted at the Pakistan
Railway Academy.

e Regular inspections in accordance with prescribed standards and quota
are being conducted by the Officers and Officials to maintain safety
standards.

e Special Bulletins/Rules of the Month are being circulated by the

e COPS/Safety branch to Operating Divisions on monthly basis for guidance
of staff.

e FIRs are being registered against the trespassers/road users due to whose
negligence such accidents are happening.

e Warning signs in Urdu have already been erected and clearly visible
beside unmanned/manned level crossings to caution the public.

e Most of vulnerable unmanned level crossings have been upgraded.

e Disciplinary actions are being taken against official/officers held
responsible.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Answer be taken as read, supplementary please.
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not getting the pays. So, it would be easy for us. Thank you.

bl AU Bt 2o los v s I P B St
184 2 L Gt FiobdE At
Mr. Anjum Aqeel Khan: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Question No. 144.
DETAILS OF THALASSEMIA PATIENTS

144. * Mr. Anjum Ageel Khan:
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and

Coordination be pleased to state:
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a) the details of Thalassemia patients in the Federal Government Hospitals,
Thalassemia Specialists and dedicated treatment facilities for the said
patients; and

b) the detail of steps are being taken by the Government to protect the lives
and dignity of the affected families?

Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination (Syed
Mustufa Kamal): (a) Detail of Thalassemia patients registered in two major tertiary
care hospitals located in Islamabad under the Ministry of NHSR&C i.e. Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) & Federal Government Polyclinic (FGPC),
Islamabad is as under

PIMS = 3000 and FGPC=22

PIMS has two dedicated centers for Thalassemia Patients categorized as
Pediatric Centre (4 months to 14 years) and Adult Centre (14 years and above), both
of these are being managed by Medical Specialists in the field and pediatricians
with the assistance of trained paramedical and nursing staff. There are following
dedicated treatment facilities being provided. to Thalassemia Patients in hospitals:

i. Provision of safe and screen blood transfusion services.

ii. Baseline and follow-up diagnostic investigations including CBC, Serum

Ferritin, Hepatitis B&C screening, HIV and Serum TSH.

iii. Hemoglobin electrophoresis for confirmation and screening of disease

and family screening for carrier detection.

iv. Echocardiography for assessment and monitoring for Thalassemia

related cardiac complications.

v. Administration of iron chelation therapy as per standard treatment

guidelines.

Moreover, in FGPC patients are being provided outpatient, inpatient and
Emergency services in the hospital under clinical care of medical specialists for age
14 and above and under 14 years by Pediatric Medicine Specialists.

(b) To protect the lives and dignity of affected families, various steps are being
taken by the Government:
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i. Establishment of dedicated centres and rooms for Thalassemia patients
to ensure privacy and dignity.

ii. Strengthening of safe blood transfusion services through regulation and
monitoring of blood banks.

iii. Blood transfusion services are also being provided free of cost and
voluntary donation camps are being arranged.

iv. ProMotion of public awareness initiatives focusing on prevention, early
diagnosis and genetic counseling.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Answer be taken as read, supplementary please.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Next question, Ms. Mussarat Rafique
Mahesar Sahiba, not present. Next question, Shahida Rehmani Sahiba, not present.
Next question, Mr. Muhammad Bashir Khan, not present. Next question, Ms.
Shahida Rehmani Sahiba, not present. Next question, Sharmila Faruqui Sahiba, not
present. Next question, Ms. Aliya Kamran Sahiba.

150U KTy F i G Ko
COMPLAINTS ABOUT INADEQUATE FACILITIES IN TRAINS

150. * Ms. Aliya Kamran:
Will the Minister for Railways be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that passengers frequently complain about inadequate
facilities, poor quality food, lack of clean drinking water and unhygienic
conditions on trains and at Railways stations;

b) the steps taken by the Government to upgrade Railways stations, trains, and
passenger amenities in line with modern and international standards;

c) the total funds reserved and actually utilized for such up gradation and
improvement projects during the last five years;

d) whether audits or inspections have been conducted to ensure proper use of
allocated funds and compliance with safety, hygiene, and quality standards;

e) thereasons for excessive prices charged for food, beverages, and services on
trains and at stations; and

f) what measures are being taken by the Government to make them affordable
for ordinary passengers?

Minister for Railways (Mr. Muhammad Hanif Abbasi): (a) Pakistan Railways
is making concerted efforts to enhance passenger facilitation both onboard trains
and at railway stations across the country. Premier train services, including the
Green Line, Business Express, Shalimar Express, and Karakoram Express, have been
successfully introduced and are being operated with improved standards of
passenger comfort and service delivery. High-quality catering arrangements and
enhanced cleanliness standards are being maintained on these trains to ensure a
comfortable travel experience for passengers.
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In order to further improve cleanliness and hygiene, the upkeep of major
railway stations, including Lahore Railway Station, Rawalpindi Railway Station,
Multan Railway Station, Khanewal Railway Station, and Karachi Cantonment
Railway Station, has been outsourced to regional waste management companies.
Simultaneously, efforts are also underway to improve food quality and cleanliness
standards on other passenger trains operating throughout the network.

To facilitate passengers, water filtration plants have been installed at various
railway stations. Additionally, complimentary onboard services including meals, hi-
tea, WiFi, bedding, mineral water, and newspapers are being provided on the
Green Line, Business Express, and Rawalpindi Rail Car in collaboration with
renowned companies and five-star hotels.

Furthermore, Pakistan Railways has established a comprehensive complaint
redressal mechanism to address passenger grievances promptly and effectively. All
complaints received from passengers are attended to on priority, and corrective
measures are taken immediately. A robust passenger feedback system is also in
place to ensure continuous monitoring and improvement of service standards
across the railway network.

(b) Pakistan Railways has undertaken several initiatives to upgrade passenger
amenities and bring railway services in line with international standards. The
following measures have been implemented for the facilitation and comfort of
passengers:-

(i) Modern escalators have been installed at Lahore Railway Station and
Karachi Cantonment Railway Station to improve passenger convenience
and accessibility.

(i) Safe drinking water filtration plants have been installed at all major
railway stations to ensure the provision of clean and hygienic drinking
water to passengers.

(i) "Pay-to-use" washrooms have been introduced at major railway
stations, where a high standard of cleanliness and maintenance is being
ensured. Furthermore, the cleanliness and sanitation arrangements at
railway stations have been outsourced to professional waste
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management companies, including Lahore Waste Management
Company, Multan Waste Management Company, and Sindh Solid Waste
Management Board.

Modern CIP lounges have been established at Rawalpindi Railway
Station, Lahore Railway Station, and Karachi Cantonment Railway
Station to provide improved comfort and premium facilities to
passengers.

Complimentary onboard services, including meals and other passenger
amenities, are being provided on the Green Line, Business Express, and
Rawalpindi Rail Car through renowned service providers such as Kitchen
Cuisine and Royal Swiss Hotel.

State-of-the-art general waiting lounges are also being renovated and
upgraded across the railway network to further enhance passenger
comfort and facilitation.

(c) Pakistan Railways is fully cognizant of these challenges and has undertaken

comprehensive measures to address those. Following steps have been taken by

Pakistan Railways to upgrade the Railway Stations from Deposit / Others Heads:-

CIP lounge has been provided in Lahore, Rawalpindi and Karachi
stations.

Economy waiting area has been upgraded with AC facilities at Lahore
Railway stations. Special initiative for public facilitation is being taken in
terms of up gradation of family waiting hall at Faisalabad railway station.
Escalators have been provided at Lahore and Karachi railways stations to
ease of movement from one platform to another. Information Desk
provided at main Lobby of Lahore, Rawalpindi and Karachi Railway
Stations. One Waiting Hall have been upgraded on main lobby with more
than 200 passenger capacity with auto/sensor door, upgraded
washroom and full furnish AC facilities at Lahore Railways station.
Public Toilets have been upgraded with standard quality at Lahore and
Rawalpindi Railway Station.
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V. Pakistan Railways has launched a phased plan to improve key railway
stations, the focus has been placed on ensuring cleanliness and
enhanced passenger experience at three major railways stations i-e
Margala, Rawalpindi and Chaklala. For this purpose, an agreement has
been executed with Rawalpindi Waste Management Company (RWMC)
for maintaining cleanliness.

vi. Up-gradation of Rohri station has been taken in hand.

In addition, large-scale renovation and up-gradation projects have been

initiated at key stations, and private sector participation is also being explored to
improve maintenance and passenger services.
The Government remains committed to transform Pakistan Railways into a
modern, efficient, and passenger-friendly transport system and all-out efforts are
being made to ensure adequate maintenance and improved facilities at railway
stations across the country.

Detail of funds allocated and expenditure occurred during last five years for
Up-gradation of Railway stations over the PR system on Revenue side is as under:-

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Division Allocati . Allocat Allocati Allocati
Exp Allocation Exp . Exp Exp Exp
on ion on on

Peshawar 27.491 22.475 22.319 15.108 | 20.305 13.439 15.12 8.619 3.691 3.665

Rawalpindi 31.819 31.819 15.65 15.384 | 28.565 | 24.853 22.74 10.642 29.785 12.491
129.15

Lahore 31.987 22.894 30.921 14.956 | 71.692 | 31.647 24.793 9.979 178.509 1
Multan 9.883 9.37 8.1 6.56 12.761 4.237 3.82 2.992 5.82 0.156
Sukkur 29.431 25.574 20.999 5.89 25.00 20.439 16 9.874 5.44 5.148
Karachi 54.264 44.035 57.221 57.221 | 35.771 | 26.716 9.822 5.213 20.43 18.327

Quetta 8.00 7.118 4.8 4.774 7.5 6.225 5.61 4.259 - -

(d) Pakistan Railways has established a comprehensive and well-structured
inspection and monitoring mechanism to ensure the maintenance of high
standards of hygiene, cleanliness, and service quality across the railway network.
Regular inspections are conducted by officers and supervisory staff at various
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levels, both onboard trains and at railway stations, to continuously monitor
passenger facilities and operational standards.

These inspections cover cleanliness of coaches and station premises, quality
of catering services, functionality of passenger amenities, availability of drinking
water, condition of washrooms, and overall passenger comfort. Special emphasis
is placed on maintaining hygiene standards and ensuring that all outsourced
services are being performed efficiently in accordance with prescribed guidelines.

Duringinspections, any shortcomings or deficiencies observed are addressed
immediately through on-the-spot corrective measures to minimize inconvenience
to passengers. In addition, observations and recommendations are properly
documented to facilitate long-term preventive planning and continuous
improvement in service delivery.

This regular inspection regime enables Pakistan Railways to maintain
effective oversight of passenger services, strengthen accountability at all
operational levels, and ensure the provision of a safe, clean, and comfortable travel
environment for passengers.

(e) & (f) Pakistan Railways has standardized the rates of food and beverages
being served on trains as well as at railway stations across the entire railway
network. These rates are fixed in accordance with prevailing market prices to
ensure affordability, transparency, and uniformity for passengers throughout the
system.

To safeguard passenger interests and eliminate overcharging, all catering
contractors and vendors are strictly directed to prominently display approved rate
lists at conspicuous locations inside trains, dining cars, stalls, and station premises
for the convenience and awareness of the travelling public. Passengers are thereby
able to easily verify prices before making purchases. Regular monitoring and
inspections are also carried out by railway authorities to ensure compliance with
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the approved pricing structure and quality standards. In case of any violation,
overcharging, or public complaint, immediate corrective action is taken against the
concerned contractor or vendor in accordance with the rules and regulations of
Pakistan Railways. These measures have been implemented with the objective of
providing quality food services to passengers at fair and transparent prices while
maintaining public confidence and improving overall passenger satisfaction.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Answer be taken as read, supplementary please.
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They have started the QR Code in the train and the passengers can complain in the
train, as well as, on the station. There are places where they can be facilitated and
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we are doing well and hopefully with this speed, we will further improve our
Railways. Thank you.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Question Hour is over.
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INDIA’S “WEAPONIZATION OF WATER”
1137. * Dr. Sharmila Faruqui:
Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state:

a) what formal diplomatic demarche has Pakistan lodged at the UN following

condemnation of India's "weaponization of water";

b) what evidence has been presented that India's Dollar 60 billion storage
plan could increase holding capacity from 15 to 55-60 days, enabling
manipulation of the downstream flows during critical crop seasons;

c) whether the water rights to vulnerable communities, food security, and
women, citing per capita water availability declined from 5,260 cubic
meters in 1951 to about 1,000 cubic meters;

d) what legal steps are being pursued under the Indus Water Treaty to
challenge India's storage projects; and

e) what domestic contingency measures exists for the 45 percent of Pakistan's
population living water-stressed areas?

Minister for Water Resources (Mr. Muhammad Mueen Watto): (a)
Pakistan's engagement at the United Nations on India's weaponization of water has
been pursued through formal statements, ministerial-level interventions, and
right-of-reply exchanges, rather than through a single formal demarche
instrument. The principal UN-level action to date was taken at a high-level United
Nations event on World Water Day held on 18-22 March 2026 at the UN
headquarters in New York. Pakistan's Federal Minister for Climate Change and
Environmental Coordination, Dr. Musadik Malik, addressed the event via video
message, formally placing on international record Pakistan's condemnation of
India's unilateral decision to hold the IWT in abeyance. The Minister stated that
India's abeyance "undermines decades of cooperation and violates international
law" and warned that the politicization of water was not merely a legal issue but a
humanitarian one, given that 25 to 30 percent of Pakistan's GDP and nearly half of
its entire workforce depend on agriculture entirely linked to water availability from
the Western rivers.

1(Question Hour being over, the remaining Starred Questions were treated as Unstarred and placed on the
Table of the House.)



22

At the same UN event, Pakistan's Second Secretary to the United Nations,
Ms. Aleena Majeed, exercised the formal right of reply after India's Permanent
Representative to the UN, Ambassador Harish Parvathaneni, reiterated India's
position that the IWT would remain in abeyance until Pakistan ends terrorism
support. Ms. Majeed's formal right-of-reply statement constitutes Pakistan's
official on-record UN-level rejection of India's position. She stated unequivocally
that "no clause in the treaty permits a party to place it in abeyance or alter its terms
unilaterally" characterising India's actions as amounting to the "weaponization of
water" that puts "the lifelines of millions at risk for short-term political advantage."
She cited the 2025 Court of Arbitration Supplemental Award as having reaffirmed
the Treaty's full legal force and confirmed that all dispute Resolution mechanisms
remain binding. She called on India to "return immediately to full and complete
implementation” of the Treaty and rejected India's attempt to link the water
dispute to terrorism allegations as "entirely baseless" and designed to deflect
attention from India's own conduct. The said award duly acknowledged the
hydrograph presented by Pakistan regarding the disruptions in flows of River
Chenab observed before in May, 2025 i.e. before the Court’s Award.

Prior to the World Water Day exchange, Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister, Senator Mohammad Ishaqg Dar, addressed the diplomatic
corps in Islamabad in December 2025 and formally stated India of deliberately
manipulating river flows in material breach of the IWT, citing documented
anomalous flow variations in the Chenab River during two specific periods once in
May and the other in December, 2025 characterised as unilateral water releases
without prior notification or data sharing. Senator Dar placed these specific
incidents on the diplomatic record and invoked the PCA's June and August, 2025
Rulings, stating that "these Rulings leave no ambiguity the Indus Waters Treaty is
alive, and its provisions remain binding on the parties." Pakistan's National Security
Committee had additionally declared in April, 2025, immediately following the
abeyance announcement, that any attempt to stop or divert Pakistan's water share
would constitute an act of war a declaration communicated through diplomatic
channels.
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On 16 October, 2025, UN Special Rapporteurs issued a formal report raising
specific concerns about India's conduct regarding the IWT, and requested India's
response by 16 December, 2025. The issue of weaponisation, in which the Court,
through its questions, has expressed notable interest, is actually rooted in the real
world events of 1948, which ultimately spawned and informed the Treaty. The issue
is also a reflection of Pakistan’s deeply held fear that India, through its very
considerable long term HEP construction programme on the Western Rivers, and
its attempts to shoe-horn enlarged Article Ill and Annexure D rights form the
Treaty, could strangle Pakistan’s life blood.

It may be noted that while Pakistan has consistently and forcefully raised the
IWT weaponization issue at the UN and through multilateral channels, a formal
juridical demarche such as a complaint to the UN Security Council under Article 33
of the UN Charter or a request for advisory opinion before the International Court
of Justice has not yet been filed. Pakistan has thus far channeled its international
legal response through the Treaty's own dispute Resolution architecture,
specifically the Court of Arbitration and the Neutral Expert, both of which have
delivered Rulings vindicating Pakistan's position.

(b) Pakistan’s concerns regarding Indian plan are based on technical
assessments of multiple existing under construction and planned hydropower
storage projects on the Western Rivers. The concern is based on the cumulative
impact of India’s existing, under-construction and planned hydropower/storage
program on the Western Rivers, particularly the Chenab. Pakistan placed before
the Court evidence that India’s program if fully implemented, would comprise 201
hydro-electric projects on the Western Rivers, including 63 on the Indus, 64 on the
Jhelum and 74 on the Chenab. The Court’s Award of 8 August 2025 recorded
Pakistan’s compiled estimate that these works involve over 20,339 MW of installed
capacity and more than 3,721.14 MCM gross storage, including more than 2,239.74
MCM live storage. The Chenab component alone accounts for over 3,637.54 MCM
gross storage and more than 2,220.66 MCM live storage.
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Pakistan’s concern is that this storage and pondage, when combined with
low-level outlets, orifice spillways, gated spillways, deep intakes and cascade
operation of multiple projects, can give India practical control over the timing of
downstream flows. Pakistan’s Memorial also relied on Professor John Briscoe,
former Senior Water Adviser to the World Bank, who warned that India’s planned
projects on the Chenab could give India an “unquestioned capacity” to affect flows
into Pakistan and could store about one month of low-season Chenab flow,
enabling major reductions during the critical planting season.

The risk is most acute during Pakistan’s crop-sensitive periods. Pakistan’s
Memorial explains that Kharif runs from April to September, that more than 80%
of Western Rivers flows occur during Kharif, and that the April-June sowing period
is particularly sensitive because Pakistan depends heavily on timely Western Rivers
inflows for irrigation.

Pakistan also informed the Court in June, 2025, after India’s announcement
that it was holding the Treaty in “abeyance”, that the risk of weaponisation of water
was no longer merely theoretical. Pakistan identified possible modes of
weaponisation as interruption of irrigation supply through filling of pondage and
reservoirs, sudden excessive releases causing downstream impacts, and mass
sediment releases through drawdown/flushing operations.

The Court’s Awards are materially favorable to Pakistan. The Court held that
India’s position of holding the Treaty in “abeyance” does not affect the competence
of the Court or the Neutral Expert, and Article Xl1(4) of the Treaty provides that the
Treaty remains in force unless terminated by a duly ratified treaty between the two
Governments.

Most importantly, in its Award of 8 August, 2025, the Court accepted the
core structure of Pakistan’s case: India is under the Article Il obligation to “let flow”
the waters of the Western Rivers for Pakistan’s unrestricted use, while India’s
hydropower use is only a limited Treaty exception. The Court also imposed strict
interpretations on low-level outlets, orifice spillways, gated spillways, intakes,
pondage and freeboard the very design features Pakistan identified as enabling
upstream control and downstream manipulation. Accordingly, the evidence before
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the Court substantiates Pakistan’s underlying concern: India’s cumulative program
on the Western Rivers can materially increase its capacity to regulate and
manipulate downstream flows during Pakistan’s critical agricultural periods, if
operated contrary to the Treaty.

(c) (i) Itisapprised that water availability has declined significantly from about
5,260 cubic meters per capita in 1951 to nearly 819 cubic meters per
capita at present placing the country in category of water-scarce
nations.

(ii) This sharp reduction in per capita water availability is primarily driven

by rapid population growth which has been increased from 34 million in
1951 to 250.7 million in 2025 which has surpassed the pace of
development of water storage and management infrastructure.

(iii) Additionally, climate change has altered rainfall patterns, increased the
frequency of extreme events such as droughts & floods, and affected
glacier-fed river systems. The rapid urbanization has further intensified
pressure on already limited water resources and contributed to their
degradation and pollution.

(d) Pakistan continued challenging Indian storage and hydropower projects
through Permanent Indus Commission (PIC) and then as applicable, through the
Indus Waters Treaty’s dispute Resolution mechanisms, i.e. the Court of Arbitration
(CoA) and the Neutral Expert (N.E), both even operating simultaneously under a
dual-track process to address different legal and technical aspects, as in case of
Kishenganga (KHEP) and Rattle (RHEP) HEP.

In the current case of KHEP & RHEP the arbitration proceedings were
initiated in 2016. Pakistan challenged the design of Kishanganga and Rattle projects
— arguing that their features violate Treaty limits and enable flow manipulation —
and also asked for general interpretation of the provisions of the IWT governing
new hydroelectric plants on Western Rivers. The Court of Arbitration affirmed its
jurisdiction and ruled that India must allow unrestricted flow of western rivers, with
final merits proceedings still ongoing.
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The Neutral Expert (N.E) proceedings focus on the technical design of the

same projects, addressing issues such as pondage and spillway structures; the
Expert confirmed his jurisdiction in 2025. Pakistan has actively participated in the

proceeding by the N.E and opposed any suspension of proceedings because of the

unilateral abeyance of the Treaty by India since April 2025. Pakistan is also

documenting concerns regarding newer Indian projects (including Pakal Dul and

others), placing them on diplomatic and legal record.

(e)

(1)  About 80% of river flows in Pakistan occur during 92 days in
months of June, July and August, whereas remaining 20% is received
over rest of 273 days of the year.

(2)  To store water during high flow season and utilize the same
during lean season, WAPDA constructed large storage reservoirs that
play a critical role in Pakistan’s water management infrastructure.
These reservoirs provide a combined live storage capacity 13.168 MAF
essential for regulating river flows throughout the year helping to
stabilize the Indus Basin Irrigation System.

i) Tarbela Dam (5.580 MAF)

ii) Mangla Dam (7.277 MAF)

(Reduced capacity due to sedimentation of reservoir was regained
through Mangla Dam Raising Project, detailed at 4(i)).

iii)  Chashma Barrage (0.311 MAF)

(3) WAPDA has also commenced development of new storage
reservoirs and has declared this decade as “Decade of Dams”.

(4) In last decade, WAPDA has also completed following project
with live storage capacity of 3.914 MAF:

i) Mangla Dam Raising (2.88 MAF)
i) Gomal Zam Dam (0.892 MAF)
iii)  Satpara Dam (0.053 MAF)

iv) Darawat Dam (0.089 MAF)
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(5) To enhance the storage capacity of the country, WAPDA is
presently executing following projects with live storage capacity of
8.136 MAF:

i) Diamer Basha Dam (6.40 MAF)
ii) Mohmand Dam (0.676 MAF)

iii) Kurram Tangi (0.90 MAF)
iv) Nai Gaj Dam (0.16 MAF)

(6)  Additionally, cognizant of the water scarcity and climate change
situation, following projects are at different planning and design
stages with live storage capacity of 15.88 MAF:

i) Sindh Barrage (2.0 MAF)
i) Shyok Dam Multipurpose Project (5.5 MAF)
iii)  Akhori Dam (7.0 MAF)
iv) Chiniot Dam (0.93 MAF)
V) Murunj Dam (0.45 MAF)

(7)  Moreover, in addition to large infrastructure, contingency
measures include real-time hydro meteorological monitoring and
telemetry systems operated by WAPDA to track river flows, including
Trans-boundary streams, reservoir levels, and rainfall, enabling timely
operational decisions and drought / flood response.

(8) Policy frameworks, including the National Water Policy
(2018), emphasize integrated water resource management,
conservation, and equitable distribution, particularly for vulnerable
and water-stressed populations and encourages provinces to prepare
/align their respective policies /plans with the National Water Policy
(NWP) 2018.
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139. (Disallowed on re-consideration)

WI-FI AT MAJOR RAILWAY STATIONS
141. * Dr. Shazia Sobia Aslam Soomro:

Will the Minister for Railways be pleased to state:

a) what is the timeline for implementing free public Wi-Fi at Karachi, Lahore
and Sukkur stations, smart surveillance systems, real time fuel monitoring
and an e-inspection regime under the Railways' digital overhaul; and

b) how these initiatives will enhance passenger services, transparency and
workforce management?

Minister for Railways (Mr. Muhammad Hanif Abbasi): (a) & (b) The Railway
Advanced Infrastructure Network (RAIN) Program has been launched as Pakistan
Railways’ flagship digital overhaul initiative to modernize railway operations,
passenger services, safety, monitoring and governance through integrated digital
technologies.

a) Timeline for implementation

Under RAIN Phase-l, the following initiatives are being implemented in a
phased manner and are targeted for completion/making operational by 30
June, 2026:

i. Free Public Wi-Fi: Free public Wi-Fi facility is being introduced at major
stations, including Karachi, Lahore and Sukkur, under the Public Wi-Fi
component of RAIN Phase-lI.

i. Smart Surveillance Systems: Al-enabled smart surveillance systems are
being deployed at major railway stations for real-time monitoring of
platforms, entry/exit points, passenger areas and critical railway assets.

ii. Real-Time Fuel Monitoring loT-based fuel monitoring sensors are being
installed to monitor fuel consumption, pilferage, refueling patterns and
operational efficiency of locomotives.

iv. E-Inspection Regime: The e-inspection system is being introduced to
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digitize inspection reports, field observations, compliance tracking and
supervisory monitoring across railway formations.

b) Expected benefits

These initiatives will significantly enhance Pakistan Railways’ service delivery
and governance in the following manner:

Passenger Services: Free Wi-Fi at major stations will improve passenger
convenience, enable access to digital ticketing platforms, journey
information, complaint channels and other online services. Smart
surveillance will also provide safer and more secure station environments.
Transparency and Accountability: Real-time fuel monitoring will help reduce
" fuel leakage, misuse and manual reporting gaps. Similarly, e-inspection will
ensure that inspection reports are digitally recorded, time-stamped,
traceable and available for review by competent authorities.

Workforce and Operational Management: The e-inspection regime will
improve workforce supervision, field performance monitoring and timely
compliance of instructions. Smart surveillance and digital dashboards will
support better decision making, faster response to incidents and improved
coordination between headquarters and field formations.

Overall, RAIN Phase-l will provide Pakistan Railways with a modem digital

backbone for safer operations, improved passenger facilitation, transparent

resource utilization and more efficient workforce management.

EQUITABLE WATER DISTRIBUTION AMONG PROVINCES

* Dr. Shazia Sobia Aslam Soomro:
Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state:

a) how the Ministry plans to resolve representation issues in the Indus River

System Authority (ISRA) Advisory Committee arising from the absence of a
regular Members from the provinces; and

b) how it will ensure equitable water distribution among provinces during the

Kharif 2026 season?
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Minister for Water Resources (Mr. Muhammad Mueen Watto): (a) The

composition of the IRSA
Advisory Committee (IAC) is provided under Section 9 of the IRSA Act, 1992, as
follows:

Vi.

Chairman of the Authority, who shall also serve as Chairman of the
Advisory Committee;

Members of the Authority;

Chief Engineering Adviser to the Government of Pakistan;

Members of the Water and Power Development Authority in charge of
the Water and Power Wings;

Secretaries of the Agriculture Departments of the Provinces; and
Secretaries of the Irrigation Departments of the Provinces.

Water distribution among the Provinces is an important and sensitive

matter. The IRSA Act, therefore, provides a statutory mechanism to ensure

uninterrupted Provincial and Federal representation even when a regular Member

is absent or the post is vacant. Sections 4(7) and 4(8) provide as follows:

Section 4(7): “In the absence of a Member representing a Province, the
Secretary, Irrigation Department of the Province shall represent that
Province.”

Section 4(8): “In the absence of a Member nominated by the Federal
Government, the Chief Engineering Adviser or his nominee shall represent
the Federal Government.”

Accordingly, the absence of a Provincial or Federal Member does not impede

the functioning of the Authority or the IAC, as the concerned Secretary Irrigation or

the Chief Engineering Adviser/nominee, as the case may be, represents the

relevant Province or the Federal Government.
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Present Status of Membership in IRSA

At present, Members from Punjab, Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are in
place. The Member IRSA (Sindh) tendered his resignation on 19 November, 2025,
which was accepted by the Federal Government vide Notification No. 5(6)/2013-
Admn-Il, dated 11 May, 2026, with effect from 6™ May, 2026. The Ministry of Water
Resources has notified the appointment of Mr. Shafquat Hussain Wadho, Chief
Engineer (Retried) (BS-20), as Member IRSA (Sindh) for a period of three years from
the date the assumes charge of the post, vide Notification F.No.5(6)/2023-Admn-
1, dated 11" May, 2026.

The Member IRSA (Federal) completed his three-year tenure on 7" December,
2025. In accordance with the IRSA Act, the Chief Engineering Advisor/Chairman,
Federal Flood Commission is currently representing the Federal Government in
IRSA. The Member IRSA (Balochistan) completed his three year tenure on 26%
March, 2026. In the meantime, the Secretary, Irrigation Department, Balochistan,
is representing the Province in the Authority, as provided under the Act, a fresh
nomination has been requested from the Government of Balochistan, its response
is awaited.

(b) The seasonal water availability and distribution criteria are determined by
the IRSA Advisory Committee (IAC) under Section 9 of the IRSA Act. The IAC meets
at the commencement of each cropping season, namely Kharif and Rabi, to assess
seasonal water availability and approve the distribution criteria.

Kharif 2026

For the Kharif 2026 season, the IAC meeting was held on 7 April 2026 with the
participation of all Members/authorized representatives. The water distribution
plan for the season was finalized by consensus of all stakeholders to ensure
equitable distribution among the Provinces in accordance with the approved
seasonal criteria.



32

MEDICAL SUPPLIES TO ADDRESS THE PUBLIC HEALTH CHALLENGES
145. * Ms. Mussarat Rafique Mahesar:
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:
a) what national strategies are currently in place to combat major diseases
affecting the population including HIV, Breast cancer, Hepatitis-C and

waterborne illnesses; and
b) whether the Government has ensured adequate stockpiles of lifesaving
medicines and medical supplies to address these public health challenges?

Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination (Syed
Mustufa Kamal): (a) The Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination (NHSRC), Islamabad is cognizant of these mentioned diseases and
waterborne illness and has undertaken numerous steps:

NACP

The National AIDS Control Program (NACP)-CMU has recently completed
the epidemiological review. This was followed by the programmatic review, by a
team comprising of national and international consultants. The objective was to
assess the progress of the program both and weaknesses/ gaps.

National and Provincial Strategic Plan

Currently, NACP is in process of developing both National and Provincial
Strategic Plan. This will include all the policy guidelines to combat the HIV across
country.

Hepatitis C

The Government of Pakistan has adopted various measures to overcome and
combat Hepatitis C Infection i.e. Prime Minister’s National Programme for the
Elimination of Hepatitis C Infection. It is a population-based nationwide
approached for screening of the eligible population (aged 12 years and above)
through Rapid Diagnostic Tests, followed by free-of-cost confirmatory PCR testing
and treatment for all diagnosed patients. A National Electronic Medical Record
(EMR) system is being introduced.
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The Programme also emphasizes public awareness and prevention through
nationwide communication campaigns promoting safe injection practices and
voluntary screening. Additionally, regulatory measures are being reinforced to
improve infection control and blood safety standards.

The initiative is being implemented in close coordination with provinces and
federating areas, with the Federal Government bearing 100% of screening costs,
30% of testing costs, and 50% of treatment costs to ensure equitable access.
Through these integrated strategies, the Government aims to significantly reduce
the burden of Hepatitis C and achieve its elimination as a public health threat
by 2030.

Waterborne illness and other diseases

NIH, being the National Public Health Institute, serves as the lead technical
institution for the surveillance and control of waterborne illnesses, such as Cholera,
Typhoid, and Acute Watery Diarrhea. Key initiatives for Waterborne illnesses
include:

e The NIH, in collaboration with FELTP Pakistan, has established Federal
Disease Surveillance Units (FDSRU), Provincial Disease Surveillance
and Response Units (PDSRUs), and District Disease Surveillance and
Response Units (DDSRUs) in DGHS offices across all provinces. A
specialized workforce, including FETP trainees, is available at these
DSRUs to conduct continuous disease surveillance and respond to
outbreak investigations, including Waterborne diseases.

e The NIH implements and coordinates Public Health Rapid Response
Teams (RRTs) specifically trained for immediate field investigation and
containment of public health threats.

e The NIH maintains a robust Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response
(IDSR) System to monitor and provide early warnings for waterborne
outbreaks such as Cholera, Typhoid, and Acute Watery Diarrhea.

e The NIH generates weekly alerts and health advisories for the prevention
and control of infectious diseases.

e The NIH publishes the weekly Public Health Bulletin, providing strategic
clinical and epidemiological analytics to help health authorities prepare
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for epidemic-prone diseases. This document is distributed to all relevant
stakeholders and made available online at (www.nih.org.pk) for public
access.

e The NIH generates and sharesreal-time alerts for waterborne
disease outbreaks with the relevant districts to ensure early identification
and a rapid response.

e Through the Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)
framework, the NIH develops and disseminates national protocols and
Information, Education, and Communication (IEC) Materials to promote
water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) practices.

e The NIH provides specialized diagnostic and laboratory services to
provincial public health labs, particularly during surge situations, floods,
or major outbreak events.

e Strategies emphasize a One Health approach, coordinating between
human health and environmental sectors to address the root causes of
water contamination.

(b)Yes, the Government has ensured adequate stockpiles of lifesaving
medicines and medical supplies. In case of emergency, the NIH maintains
essential stockpiles of diagnostic kits and supports the Provincial Public Health
Reference Laboratories (PPHRLs). While the NIH only stockpiles materials for
laboratory diagnostics of epidemic-prone waterborne diseases, medical supplies
are managed through the respective national programs and departments.

The Federal Government has ensured that these medicines are available
public health facilities. Specific to the above mentioned, diseases, the following
steps have been taken: For HIV treatment, all the anti-retroviral therapy (ARV) are
secured and available under the Global Fund Grant for the patients free of cost.
The procurement is being done by the UNDP. The Government of Pakistan, through
a public-private partnership with Roche, is providing free-of-cost medicines for the
treatment of selected cancers, including breast cancer, lung cancer, and liver
cancer, to eligible patients in PIMS hospital, ICT.
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Under the Prime Minister’s National Programme for the Elimination of
Hepatitis C Infection, procurement and supply of RDT kits, PCR kits, and HCV
medicines are being undertaken in a phased manner, in line with available financial
resources. During the current financial year, due to limited allocation of funds, the
Ministry has procured sufficient commodities to cover 100% of the targeted
population in ICT and 50% of the targeted population in AJK and GB. In this regard,
contracts have been awarded to the selected vendors/suppliers, and supplies are
being made available at designated sites in ICT, GB, and AJ&K. Accordingly, the
screening, testing, and treatment campaign in these regions is scheduled to be
launched in the second week of May, 2026. In the subsequent financial year,
subject to allocation of funds, the Programme will be expanded to include all
provinces for comprehensive screening, testing, and treatment of individuals,
thereby ensuring nationwide coverage in a phased and sustainable manner.

STRATEGY TO REDUCE IMPORT DEPENDENCE
146. * Ms. Shahida Rehmani:
Will the Minister for Railways be pleased to state:
a) whether Pakistan Railways has initiated local manufacturing of any Engine

or Compartments so far;

b) if so, the existing capacity, production and planning of the carriage
Factories of Pakistan Railways;

c¢) whether any private sector or defense organizations are also assisting
therein; and

d) if not, the strategy of the Ministry to reduce import dependence?

Minister for Railways (Mr. Muhammad Hanif Abbasi): (a) Pakistan Railways
has acquired technology for partially manufacturing of different classes of
locomotives at Pakistan Locomotive Factory (PLF), Risalpur. It has partially
manufactured 102 Nos locomotives of different types under the transfer of
technology (TOT) from original equipment manufacturer (OEMs). The major
assemblies like diesel-engine, alternator, compressor, traction motors, etc. were
received in complete built unit (CBU), whereas the locomotive structure including
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under-frame, car body, bogie-frames were fabricated at PLF. Risalpur Factory has
production capacity of 25 Locomotives per year. Currently, PLF is engaged in
modernization of 16 nos. (AGE-30) Locomotives to enhance operational capacity of
PR. Moreover, Pakistan Railways has initiated indigenous manufacturing of high
speed (160km/hr) passenger coaches at Carriage Factory, Islamabad and high-
capacity freight wagons at Moghalpura workshops.

(b) Railway Carriage Factory, Islamabad has a capacity to manufacture 120
Passenger Coaches per year. At present, manufacturing of 230 Coaches project is
in progress at the factory which will increase the fleet size of passenger coaches.
Whereas, Moghalpura Workshops Lahore has a capacity to manufacture 600 high
capacity freight wagons per vyear. Currently the workshop is engaged in
manufacture of 800 High Capacity wagons project which shall augment the freight
handling capacity of PR. In addition, 115 High Capacity Wagons of the project are
being manufactured at Pakistan Locomotive Factory Risalpur also.

(c) Pakistan Railway is actively collaborating with renowned private sector firms
and defense organizations like Heavy Industries Taxila, Heavy mechanical complex
Taxila, Pakistan Air force, Pakistan machine tool factory Karachi, Peoples steel Mill,
etc. for development of spare parts and components of locomotives and rolling
stock.

(d) Pakistan Railway has achieved the capacity for indigenous manufacturing of
coaches and wagons to reduce import dependence. Locomotive parts like car body,
super structure, bogie truck parts etc are being manufactured locally. Pakistan
Railways is also working with local manufacturers for indigenous development of
locomotive parts to reduce import dependence.

ALLEGED CORRUPTION SCANDAL
147. * Mr. Muhammad Bashir Khan:
Will the Minister for Railways be pleased to state:
a) the deficit of Pakistan Railways;
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b) whether it is a fact that Pakistan Railways is running in losses amounting to
billions of rupees;

c) since when the said losses commenced;

d) whether practical steps are being taken with regard to the said losses; and

e) whether it is a fact that an alleged corruption scandal emerged during the
period from 2013 to 2018 and an inquiry was started?

Minister for Railways (Mr. Muhammad Hanif Abbasi): (a) & (b) Pakistan
Railways meets its operating expenditures including repair and maintenance of
infrastructure and rolling stock, fuel and operational costs, and employees’ salaries
and related expenses through its own revenue generation. However, the pension
and other retirement benefits of retired employees are maintained on the books
of Pakistan Railways and are paid through Federal Government Grant-in-Aid.

Pakistan Railways generated record revenue of Rs. 93.601 billion during FY
2024-25 through enhanced efficiency, improved resource management, growth in
core business activities, and strict financial discipline. Operating expenditures were
contained at Rs. 91.184 billion through austerity measures and better financial
controls, resulting in an operating deficit/surplus of Rs. 2.417 billion. This reflects
the organization’s improving ability to sustain its core operations through internally
generated resources.

(c) Pakistan Railways has been operating at a deficit since FY 1980-81. However,
the organization has achieved a remarkable turnaround in its operating
performance during the last two years. After recording operating deficit for several
consecutive years, Pakistan Railways posted an operating surplus of Rs. 0.412
billion in FY 2023-24, which further increased to Rs. 2.417 billion in FY 2024-25.
This demonstrates that operational revenues are now sufficient to meet day-to-day
operating expenses, reflecting improved efficiency, better resource utilization, and
successful administrative and commercial reforms.
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(Rs. in Billion)
Year Revenue Operating Expenses | Operating Deficit/ Surplus
2020-21 48.649 56.845 (-) 8.196
2021-22 60.092 67.699 (-) 7.607
2022-23 63.718 72.178 (-) 8.460
2023-24 88.792 88.380 0.412
2024-25 93.601 91.184 2.417

(d) Pakistan Railways has undertaken a range of practical, structural and
revenue-oriented measures to reduce losses, improve operational efficiency and
strengthen financial sustainability through reforms in passenger, freight, land
management and commercial operations.

In the passenger sector, Pakistan Railways has initiated commercialization
and outsourcing measures to improve service delivery and enhance revenue
generation. Outsourcing of three passenger trains has already been completed,
while the outsourcing of another fifteen passenger trains is under process, with
open auction expected in the first week of June 2026. Rs.24.7 Billion per annum are
estimated to be earned through outsourcing of trains under private public
partnership. Pakistan Railways is also pursuing commercialization of various
coaching and station-related services, including dining cars, kitchen portions,
parking stands, platform tickets, kiosks, restaurants at major railway stations,
station branding, billboards and other commercial activities. These initiatives are
aimed at creating additional revenue streams and ensuring optimal utilization of
available assets.

Comprehensive anti-ticketless travel campaigns have also been launched
across the railway system in coordination with operating divisions and
Headquarters squads to plug revenue leakages and strengthen fare compliance.
Furthermore, Pakistan Railways has outsourced 41 luggage vans and brake vans,
which has resulted in substantial revenue growth from approximately Rs. 1 billion
to Rs. 6 billion over the last five years.

In the freight sector, Pakistan Railways is currently transporting
approximately 22,000 tons of cargo per day through around nine freight trains
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daily, generating average daily revenue of approximately Rs. 151 million. These
figures reflect sustained improvement in freight performance and demonstrate
Pakistan Railways’ continued efforts to strengthen its freight business and enhance
revenue generation.

Pakistan Railways has also initiated the outsourcing of Cargo Express Trains
operating from Karachi to Faisalabad, Multan and Lahore under public-private
partnership arrangements, with the objective of improving operational efficiency
and increasing freight revenue. Further expansion of freight operations is under
consideration through the introduction of new commodity-based freight services,
including Edible Oil and Automobile trains, expected to commence operations by
December 2026. In addition, extensive marketing campaigns and business
development efforts are being undertaken to increase freight volumes and improve
market share. These initiatives are expected to enable Pakistan Railways not only
to achieve but potentially surpass the freight revenue target of Rs. 38 billion.

Pakistan Railways has also taken significant steps for the optimal utilization
of land assets through implementation of the Pakistan Railway Land & Property
Rules, 2023, approved by the Federal Cabinet. Transparent mechanisms, including
open auctions, competitive bidding and market-based valuation, have been
introduced for leasing of railway land. Prime commercial sites are being leased
through REDAMCO for the development of shopping plazas, hotels, mega malls,
fuel stations and other commercial ventures. As a result, Pakistan Railways has
generated approximately Rs. 7.49 billion during the current financial year up to
10.05.2026.

Simultaneously, Pakistan Railways is ensuring transparent disposal of scrap
and unserviceable assets through Government-to-Government arrangements and
open tendering processes. Scrap material, obsolete locomotives, wagons, coaches
and other unserviceable assets are being disposed of under strengthened
transparency and monitoring arrangements, including CCTV surveillance,
calibrated digital weighbridges, SAP ERP implementation and enhanced oversight
mechanisms.

As a result of these measures, Pakistan Railways has achieved revenue of
approximately Rs. 93.75 billion up to 13.05.2026 and is making concerted efforts to



40

achieve approximately Rs. 122 billion during FY 2025-26. These initiatives
demonstrate Pakistan Railways’ sustained commitment to financial stabilization,
operational efficiency, enhanced revenue generation and reduction of losses.

(e) It is apprised that neither any corruption scandal emerged during the period
from 2013 to 2018 regarding losses amounting to billions of rupees nor any inquiry
was started on this account.

STEPS TAKEN TO ENSURE SAFE TRAVEL ENVIRONMENT
148. * Ms. Shahida Rehmani:
Will the Minister for Railways be pleased to state:

a) whether Pakistan Railways has established any special service or cell for
the protection of women, children and vulnerable groups;

b) if so, the name of the trains in which security personnel, CCTV cameras and
helpline services are available;

c) whether incidents of misconduct or harassment against women have been
reported; and

d) if not, the steps being taken by the Ministry to ensure a safe travel
environment?

Minister for Railways (Mr. Muhammad Hanif Abbasi): (a) Pakistan Railway
Police has already established 50 Railway Police Help Centers at major Railway
Stations to provide special service for the protection & reunion of run-away women
& children besides facilitating first aid/wheel chairs etc. to the needy passengers as
well.

(b) Police personnel of Pakistan Railway Police are deployed with every
passenger train to help passengers including female passengers. Besides, 30 female
personnel are also deployed with passenger trains. The said escorting staff are in-
touch with their respective Railway Police Stations. If any incident happens, they
immediately report to the concerned RPS and action is taken forthwith as per
law/rules. Moreover, it is planned to install CCTV cameras in trains by the end of
this year.
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(c) As & when any incident of woman harassment is reported, Pakistan Railway
Police takes prompt legal action in accordance with law. During last four years,
incidents of misconduct/harassment against women were reported and 20 FIRs
were registered out of which 05 convicted, 11 under trial while 04 acquitted by the
Court of Law, whereas one enquiry in Pakistan Railway Police Karachi Division is
under process.

(d) Steps are being taken for the protection of women as narrated above.

PAKISTAN’S AGRICULTURE SECTOR IS DEPENDENT ON FOSSIL FUELS
149. * Dr. Sharmila Faruqui:
Will the Minister for National Food Security and Research be pleased to

state:

a) why Pakistan's agriculture sector remains dependent on fossil fuels for
ground water extraction, with over 1.2 million tube wells consuming an
estimated 4.5 billion liters of diesel annually at a cost exceeding Rs. 500
billion, leaving farmers vulnerable to global oil price shocks that have
increased input costs over 30 percent; and

b) that despite Government claims, only 15,000 tube wells have been
converted to solar power under various programmes; and

c¢) what targets and timelines exist under the National Solar Agriculture
Programme to convert at least 200,000 tube wells to solar energy by 2030
to insulate rural livelihoods from fuel volatility?

Minister for National Food Security and Research (Rana Tanveer Hussain):
(a) Pakistan’s agriculture remains heavily dependent on fossil fuels for groundwater
extraction due to a combination of structural, economic and governance
constraints. While a number of alternative solutions exist, systemic gaps keep
diesel as the default option. The following factors are mainly responsible for too
much dependence on diesel-powered tube wells in Pakistan:

« Unreliable or unavailable rural electricity forces farmers to depend on

diesel as a consistent, on-demand source.
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« There is limited linkage of renewable energy generation from national to

farm level; solar pumping remains under-scaled.

o Although technically viable, solar systems require significant initial

investment, making them inaccessible without subsidies.

» Subsidized solar pumping, if not backed by strong monitoring frameworks,

regulations, and groundwater governance, can accelerate over-extraction.

« Falling water tables increase pumping depth and energy demand, where

diesel engines remain more flexible and widely used.

« Small landholdings discourage collective or infrastructure-based irrigation

solutions.

« Limited technical support, supply chains, and after-sales services hinder

adoption of modern alternatives.

As a result, despite high recurring fuel costs, diesel tube wells remain the
most accessible and reliable option, leaving farmers exposed to global oil price
volatility and increasing production costs.

(b) Slow adoption of solar tube wells in public sector is primarily driven by
financial, institutional, and governance constraints, not technology limitations.
However, these interventions in public sector have primarily served as pilot and
demonstration projects leading to accelerated adoption the private sector. The
current estimate indicates that about 0.60-0.65 million solar-powered tube-wells
are under operation in the Country. This includes roughly 400,000 conversions from
grid electricity and about 250,000 new solar installations since 2023.

(c) Under the proposed National Solar Agriculture Programme, the Government
aims to convert at least 200,000 tube wells to solar energy by 2030 through a
phased approach involving:

o Scaling up existing programmes (2025-2026);

« Mobilizing public-private partnerships and concessional financing (2026—

20238);

« Achieving nationwide rollout with regulatory oversight (by 2030).

The Government of Punjab is implementing a flagship program to solarize
approximately 8,000 agricultural tube-wells (Phase-l) during 2024—-2026, aiming to
convert diesel/electric tube-wells to solar energy and reduce irrigation costs while
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enhancing climate resilience. Government of Sindhis supporting small-scale,
subsidy-based solarization of tube-wells (around 200-500 units) through
fragmented provincial schemes during 2023-2026, mainly targeting arid and
vulnerable areas to reduce diesel dependence in irrigation.

The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet in May, 2025
approved the solarization of 27,000 agriculture tube-wells in Balochistan
Province with an estimated cost of Rs.55 billion in order to uplift and develop the
agriculture sector of the province.

PREVALENCE OF OBESITY AND DIABETES IN PAKISTAN
151. * Ms. Asiya Naz Tanoli:
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and

Coordination be pleased to state:

a) whether the Government has formulated a national strategy to address the
rising prevalence of obesity and diabetes in Pakistan, as medical experts
have warned that nearly half of the country's adult population is
overweight or obesity; and

b) what preventive awareness programmes are being implemented at the
national level?

Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination (Syed
Mustufa Kamal): (a) & (b) Details of the Project: Prime Minister Program for
Prevention & Control of Diabetes Mellitus:

o Title: Prime Minister’s Programme for Prevention and Control of Diabetes

Mellitus (2024—-2029)

o Total Cost: PKR 6.8 Billion

o Executing Agency: Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations &
Coordination (M/o NHSR&C)

« Geographic Coverage:

« Phase-l: Islamabad, Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJ&K)

« Phase-ll: Expansion to all provinces (Punjab, Sindh, KP, Balochistan)
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o Nature: National Public Health Programme focusing on prevention of

Diabetes

Strategic Focus of the Programme

« Shift from treatment-based model to prevention-led strategy
o Emphasis on:
« Awareness and behaviour change
« Early risk identification
o Lifestyle modification
« Integration with:
o Primary Health Care (PHC) system
« Essential Package of Health Services (EPHS)
« Universal Health Coverage (UHC) agenda
Core Components of the Programmel
1. Prevention & Awareness
« National Behaviour Change Communication (BCC) campaigns
o Multi-platform outreach (TV, radio, digital, print media)
o Community awareness through Lady Health Workers (LHWs)
o Public awareness
2. Screening & Early Detection
o Introduction of RAPID Risk Score for nationwide screening
« Non-invasive, cost-effective population screening approach
« Screening through PHC facilities, Community outreach teams
3. Lifestyle Counselling & Prevention Services
4 Limited Treatment & Referral System

National Strategy to address rising diabetes under Prime Minister Program

for Prevention & Control of diabetes:

o The Government of Pakistan has formulated a comprehensive national
strategy through the Prime Minister’s Programme for Prevention and
Control of Diabetes Mellitus (2024-2029), with an approved cost of PKR
6.8 billion
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The programme adopts an integrated, multi-sectoral approach focusing
on prevention, early detection, management, and surveillance of diabetes
and associated risk factors including obesity

It is aligned with National Health Vision, Universal Health Coverage (UHC),
and SDGs, ensuring nationwide coverage and sustainability

The strategy emphasizes behaviour change, lifestyle modification, and risk
reduction, particularly targeting obesity, unhealthy diet, and physical
inactivity

Implementation is planned across Islamabad, GB, AJK (Year-l) and
expanded to all provinces from Year-Il onward

The programme integrates diabetes and obesity prevention within the
Essential Package of Health Services (EPHS) at primary healthcare level
The strategy also incorporates WHO guidelines and global best practices,
including UHC service delivery models and community-based
interventions

In response to point no. b, the Government is implementing nationwide

preventive awareness programmes under the Prime Minister’s Programme for

Prevention and Control of Diabetes Mellitus, including:

Nationwide media campaigns (print, electronic, and digital) focusing on
prevention of diabetes and obesity, promoting healthy lifestyles, diet, and
physical activity.

Behaviour Change Communication (BCC) interventions targeting
individuals, families, and communities to reduce risk factors.

Community outreach programmes through Lady Health Workers (LHWs)
and field staff for awareness, counseling, and early risk identification.
Educational sessions at healthcare facilities for patients and attendants on
prevention, symptoms, and lifestyle modification.

Development and dissemination of IEC materials (brochures, posters,
awareness content) at PHCs and public places.

Mass awareness for self-screening using RAPID Risk Score, enabling early
identification of high-risk individuals.
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« Organization of screening camps and awareness events at community and
institutional levels.

« Engagement of media firms through competitive process to design and
execute targeted awareness campaigns.

CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM MUSCULAR ATROPHY
152. * Ms. Samina Khalid Ghurki:
Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and

Coordination be pleased to state:
a) the number of children below five years age in the country suffering from
Muscular Atrophy/ dystrophy, lacku cells leuko dystrophy at present; and
b) the steps being taken by the Government to deal with above alarming issue
and to control these disease?

Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination (Syed
Mustufa Kamal): (a) It is a rare genetic disease (mutation in gene) but leading cause
of infant mortality. In Pakistan, due to consanguineous marriage, the chance of this
autosomal recessive disorder is likely to be high. At present, comprehensive
nationwide registry-based data regarding the exact number of children below five
years of age suffering from Muscular Atrophy/Dystrophy and Leukodystrophy is not
available. The data is fragmented. Cases are primarily identified through tertiary
care hospitals, specialized neurology centres, pediatric departments, and private
diagnostic facilities across the country.

(b) The Government is taking the following steps to address and control these
diseases:

(i) Efforts are being made to improve early detection, referral, and clinical
management of rare genetic and neuromuscular disorders through
tertiary healthcare facilities and specialized paediatric and neurology
services.

(i) The Government is supporting the strengthening of rehabilitation,
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, assistive technology, and
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supportive care services for children with chronic neurological and
muscular disabilities.

SUBSTANDARD MEDICINES CIRCULATING IN THE COUNTRY

153.

d)

f)

* Ms. Aliya Kamran:

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:

whether it is a fact that reports have emerged of falsified and substandard
medicines circulating in the country;

if so, the details of such medicines detected during the last three years,
including type, quantity and origin;

whether the registration of any such medicines was canceled, or they were
recalled from the market, or their production stopped; if so, the details
thereof;

what mechanisms exists to prevent and detect the manufacture,
distribution, and sale of these medicines at pre- and post-production
stages;

how were these mechanisms applied during this period; and

what corrective actions have been taken by the Ministry and what steps
are being implemented to strengthen regulatory oversight, inspections,
testing, licensing, and ensure compliance with international standards and
WHO validation requirements?

Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination (Syed

Mustufa Kamal): (a) There are no reports indicating any recent surge or

unprecedented increase in falsified or substandard medicines in Pakistan.

However, as part of a robust, continuous market surveillance regime, the Drug

Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) and Provincial Drug Control

administrations identify and neutralize such products through routine sampling

and inspections. Every detection is met with stringent legal action, including

product seizures, nationwide recalls, and prosecution under the Drugs Act, 1976
and DRAP Act, 2012.
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Enforcement data from the last three years, including the type,

guantity, and origin of detected substandard or falsified medicines, is provided at

Annex-A.

(c) & (d) DRAP has institutionalized a multi-layered regulatory framework to

ensure the integrity of therapeutic goods at every stage:

i. Pre-Production Controls (Quality by Design):

a)

b)

DRAP implemented the Common Technical Document (CTD) format
for drug registration, ensuring rigorous evaluation of Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs), manufacturing processes, and
stability data at par with International Standards.

DRAP has adopted the Pharmaceutical Inspection Co-operation
Scheme (PIC/S) standards in phased manner vide SRO 1587(1)/2025
dated 25" August, 2025. DRAP has successfully implemented 1% phase
of implementation plan on 21 April, 2026. Risk-based Good
Manufacturing Practice (GMP) inspections are conducted to ensure
that quality is built into the product during the manufacturing process.

ii. Post-Production Controls (Market Integrity):

a)

b)

Pharmaceutical Track & Trace System: As a breakthrough preventive
measure, DRAP is implementing a serialization and 2-D barcode-based
Track & Trace system. This enables real-time unit-level authentication,
allowing regulators and consumers to verify product legitimacy and
preventing the entry of falsified medicines into the legal supply chain.
Amended Drug Labelling & Packaging Rules, 1978 are being under
process of statutory vetting at CCLC before final Approval by Federal
Government. DRAP is developing this system in collaboration with
National Information Technology Board (NITB) and as per their
implementation plan, it is anticipated to be fully roll out by October,
2026.

National Task Force: A dedicated National Task Force, comprising
Federal and Provincial regulators, carries out coordinated raids and
market surveillance to eradicate spurious drugs.
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c) WHO-Prequalified Testing: The Central Drugs Laboratory (CDL),
Karachi, is WHO-prequalified and I1SO 17025 accredited. Pakistan
currently have Seven WHO-prequalified labs, which are highest in the
region, ensuring that post-market testing meets global evidentiary
standards. Remaining Labs are also upgraded to meet the stringent
Laboratory Standards.

d) Digital Oversight of Online Sales: In coordination with the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA), a joint mechanism is operational
to block websites involved in the unauthorized sale of therapeutic
goods; six such platforms have been blocked to date.

e) Online application system: The Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan
(DRAP) has achieved 100% digitization of applications for the licensing
and registration of pharmaceuticals, biological drugs, and medical
devices. Currently, 80% of all regulatory functions are digitized end-to-
end, with the remaining functions on track for full completion by
December 31, 2026.

(e) & (f) DRAP has taken several steps to strengthen regulatory oversight,

inspections, testing, licensing, and compliance with international standards.

DRAP is undergoing WHO GBT Level Ill compliance assessment and has
adopted PIC/S GMP guidelines and risk-based GMP inspections.

The drug registration process has also been strengthened through CTD-
based guidelines.

For post-market control, DRAP and Provincial Drug Control
administrations conduct routine surveillance, sampling, testing, seizure,
recall where required, and legal action against violators.

A National Task Force has also been established to eradicate spurious and
substandard therapeutic goods.

Testing capacity of medicinal products has been strengthened through
WHO-prequalified and ISO 17025 accredited laboratories, including CDL
Karachi.
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vi. DRAP has also improved its complaint system and, in coordination with
PTA, has blocked six websites involved in the online sale of unauthorized
or suspected falsified therapeutic goods.

These measures reflect the DRAP’s commitment to providing the citizens of
Pakistan with medicines that are safe, effective, and of assured quality, aligned with
international best practices.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library.)

DIGITALIZED HAJ) MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR TRANSPARENCY
154. * Mr. Anjum Aqeel Khan:
Will the Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-faith Harmony be pleased

to state:

a) whether it is a fact that Government is going to introduce a digitalized Hajj
Management System for transparency; and

b) if answer to part (a) above is in affirmative, when work on the above said
project will be started?

Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-faith Harmony (Sardar Muhammad
Yousaf): (a) Government of Pakistan is in the process of introducing end to end
digitization of Hajj operations and procedures. Currently Punjab Information
Technology Board (PITB) is managing operational control of Hajj digitization to
ensure service continuity and avoid disruption, as per directives of the Prime
Minister and approved policy for Hajj-2026. However, Ministry of Information
Technology & Telecommunications (through National Information Technology
Board) has been assigned end to end digitization of Hajj 2027. In this regard, a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been signed between Ministry of
Religious Affairs & Interfaith Harmony and National Information Technology Board
(NITB) to ensure implementation of PM’s directive and Hajj policy in letter and
spirit.
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(b) Work for digitization of Hajj 2027 has already been commenced and is
progressing in a structured and coordinated manner. In particular, the National
Information Technology Board (NITB) has initiated development activities across
multiple modules of the Hajj Automation System in preparation for Hajj 2027.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Leave Applications.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Muhammad Khan Daha has requested for the grant
of leave for 15" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has requested for the grant

of leave for the whole current Session. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mirza Ikhtiar Baig has requested for the grant of leave
for 22" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Arshad Abdullah Vohra has requested for the grant
of leave from 14" May, 2026 till the conclusion of the session. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Choudhary Iftikhar Nazir has requested for the grant
of leave from 18 to 20" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Ms. Ayesha Nazir has requested for the grant of leave
for 22" May, 2026.Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Ms. Shahnaz Saleem Malik has requested for the grant
of leave for 18" and 19" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Farhan Chishti has requested for the grant of leave
for 18" and 19" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Ghulam Muhammad has requested for the grant
of leave for 22" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Ms. Samina Khalid Ghurki has requested for the grant
of leave for 20" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Nazir Ahmed Bhugio has requested for the grant of
leave for 22" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Muhammad Jawed Hanif Khan has requested for
the grant of leave for 22" May, 2026. |s leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Haji Rasool Bux Chandio has requested for the grant of
leave for 22" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Usman Ali has requested for the grant of leave from
18" to 20" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Mehmood Qadir Khan has requested for the grant
of leave for 22" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Zulfigar Ali has requested for the grant of leave for
22" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Sadig Ali Memon has requested for the grant of
leave for 22" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Pullain has requested for the grant of leave for the
whole current Session. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Ms. Shaheen has requested for the grant of leave for
22" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: Syed Naveed Qamar has requested for the grant of
leave for 151" May, 2026. |s leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Nawabzada Mir Jamal Khan Raisani has requested for
the grant of leave for the whole current Session. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Sanjay Perwani has requested for the grant of leave
for 18" and 19" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mir Ghulam Ali Talpur has requested for the grant of
leave for 18" May, 2026. |s leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Dr. Ramesh Kumar Vankwani has requested for the
grant of leave from 18" to 20" May, 2026. |s leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Chaudhry Tariq Bashir Cheema has requested for the
grant of leave from 18" to 22" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Ms. Sabheen Ghoury has requested for the grant of
leave from 14" to 22" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Muhammad Afzal has requested for the grant of
leave from 18" to 20" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Mr. Waseem Qadir has requested for the grant of leave
from 18% to 20" May, 2026. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted.)
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Item No. 4, Mr. Azim Uddin Zahid Sahib.

(LS il S s ¥ &{,:«W&G‘{,gr‘u’!)
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MOTION FOR CONDONATION OF DELAY IN THE PRESENTATION OF REPORT

Chairman Standing Committee on Federal Education and Professional
Training (Mr. Azim Uddin Zahid): Thank you, Mr. Speaker! | move that the delay
in the presentation of the report of the Standing Committee on the Bill to amend
the Inter-Boards Coordination Commission Act, 2023 (XIll of 2023) [The Inter-
Boards Coordination Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2025], till today be condoned.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Now, | put the Motion to the House. It has been moved
that the delay in the presentation of the report of the Standing Committee on the
Bill to amend the Inter-Boards Coordination Commission Act, 2023 (XIll of 2023)
[The Inter-Boards Coordination Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2025], till today be
condoned.

(The Motion was adopted.)

REPORT OF THE INTER-BOARDS COORDINATION COMMISSION (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 2025
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Item No. 5, Mr. Azim Uddin Zahid Sahib.

Chairman Standing Committee on Federal Education and Professional
Training (Mr. Azim Uddin Zahid): Thank you, Mr. Speaker! | present the report of

the Standing Committee on the Bill to amend the Inter-Boards Coordination
Commission Act, 2023 (XIll of 2023) [The Inter-Boards Coordination Commission
(Amendment) Bill, 2025].

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The report of the Standing Committee on the Bill to
amend the Inter-Boards Coordination Commission Act, 2023 (XIIl of 2023) [The
Inter-Boards Coordination Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2025], stands presented.

MOTION FOR CONDONATION OF DELAY IN THE PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Item No. 6, Mr. Azim Uddin Zahid Sahib.

Chairman Standing Committee on Federal Education and Professional
Training (Mr. Azim Uddin Zahid): Thank you, Mr. Speaker! | move that the delay
in the presentation of the report of the Standing Committee on the Bill to amend
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the Islamabad Capital Territory Private Educational Institutions (Registration and
Regulation) Act, 2013 [The Islamabad Capital Territory Private Educational
Institutions (Registration and Regulation) (Amendment) Bill, 2026], till today be
condoned.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Now, | put the Motion to the House. It has been moved
that the delay in the presentation of the report of the Standing Committee on the
Bill to amend the Islamabad Capital Territory Private Educational Institutions
(Registration and Regulation) Act, 2013 [The Islamabad Capital Territory Private
Educational Institutions (Registration and Regulation) (Amendment) Bill, 2026], till
today be condoned.

(The Motion was adopted.)

REPORT ON THE ISLAMABAD CAPITAL TERRITORY PRIVATE EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS (REGISTRATION AND REGULATION) (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Item No. 7, Mr. Azim Uddin Zahid Sahib.

Chairman Standing Committee on Federal Education and Professional
Training (Mr. Azim Uddin Zahid): Thank you, Mr. Speaker! | present the report of
the Standing Committee on the Bill to amend the Islamabad Capital Territory
Private Educational Institutions (Registration and Regulation) Act, 2013 [The
Islamabad Capital Territory Private Educational Institutions (Registration and
Regulation) (Amendment) Bill, 2026].

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The report of the Standing Committee on the Bill to
amend the Islamabad Capital Territory Private Educational Institutions
(Registration and Regulation) Act, 2013 [The Islamabad Capital Territory Private
Educational Institutions (Registration and Regulation) (Amendment) Bill, 2026],
stands presented.

CALLING ATTENTION NOTICE REG: DETENTION OF PAKISTANI CITIZENS IN
CAMBODIA, WHO BECAME VICTIMS OF FRAUDULENT OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT
SCHEMES AND ARE PRESENTLY DETAINED ON THE ALLEGATIONS OF

CYBERCRIME AND SCAM-RELATED ACTIVITIES
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Item No. 3, Calling Attention Notice. Shamaila Rana

Sahiba.
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Ms. Shamaila Rana: Thank you, Mr. Speaker! | invite attention of the
Minister for Interior and Narcotics Control, to a matter of urgent public importance
regarding detention of Pakistani citizens in Cambodia, who became victims of
fraudulent overseas employment schemes and are presently detained on the
allegations of cybercrime and scam-related activities, causing grave concern
amongst the public.
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CALLING ATTENTION NOTICE REG: FACING OF DIFFICULTIES BY THE STUDENTS
ENROLLED IN BS PROGRAMMES IN ISLAMABAD COLLEGES DUE TO NON-
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RULES/REGULATIONS PRESCRIBED BY THE HIGHER

EDUCATION COMMISSION (HEC)
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Misbah Uddin Sahib, not present. Muhammad Usman Badini Sahib, not present.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: Thank you. “In exercise of powers conferred by Clause
(1) of Article 54 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973”, |

hereby prorogue the National Assembly Session summoned on Monday, the 11t
May, 2026, on the conclusion of its Business.

Signed/xx

(Asif Ali Zardari)

President

Islamic Republic of Pakistan

(The House was prorogued.)



