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Acts, Ordinances, President's Orders and Regulations

SENATE SECRETARIAT

Islonabod, the 2 lst May, 2026

No. F. 9(4212026-Legis. 1'he fbllowing Act of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) received the assent of the President on 20th May, 2026 and is

lrercbl published lor general irrlbrnration:

Acr No. XXXIV oF 2026

AN

AC t'

An Act further to amend the Speciul Economic Zones Act, 2012

WHERI.AS. it is expedient furlher to amend the Special Economic Zones

Act. 2012 (XX of 2012), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;
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It k hereby enacled as follows: -

l. Short tifle and commencement. -(1) Thh Act rhall be called the Special Economic

Zones (Amendmen:) Act, 2025.

(2) lt iha:l come lnto force at once.

2. Amendment of sectlon 3, Ad XX of2012.. ln the Spedal Economic Zones Act,2012

(XX of 2012), hereinafter refened to a, the raid Act. in rection 3, for paragraph (l), the

followlng shall be subrtituted, namely: .

"(l) SEZ AuthoriV' meanJ the Federal or, as.the case may be. a Provincial SEZ

Authority establkhed under section l0;"

3. Amendme of Jectlon 5, Act XX of 2012.- ln the iaid Act, in Jection 5, in suu

rectlon (2), for the expression, "the Provinclal', the word "a' shall be rubitituted.

4, Amendment of sectlon 8, Ad XX of 2012,- ln the rald Act, in rection L suEsection

(2) rhall be omitted.

5. Amendment of sectlon 9, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in ,ection 9;-

(a) in the rider dause, the parenthecJ and the number "(l)" shall be omitted;

and

(b) in paragraph (a), the word "Provincial" shall be omitted.

6, Amendment of section 10, Act XX of 2012,- ln the said Act, in section I0; -

(a) ln sub-rectlon (l), after the full nop at the end, the following shall be added,

namely: .
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"The Federal Government rhall. by notifi(ation in the offlclal Gazette, ertabliJh a

Federal 5EZ Authority for the lrlamabad Capital Territory and tEZs enablished by

the Federal Government. The Federal 5EZ Authority rhall only overree the relevant

SEZ to be ertablhhed by the Federal Government on land held in the name of the

Government of Pakinan or enablirhed on provincial land after conrent of the

rerpective provincial govemment.";

(b) in rub+ectlon (3), after the word "Each'the word "Provindal- shall be

inserted:

(c) Afte. 5ub'rection (3), a netr sub.rection (3A) rhall be truerted, namely:

'(3A) The Federal 5EZ Authority rhall condit of. -
(a) A Chairperson, who may be the Mlnirt€r in charte Chairman of the

Board of lnvertment:
(b) Jecretary. Board of lnvestment, (who ,hall chsir the Feder8l SEZ

Authority in abrence of the Chairperron), ad aJ Vice kesldenti

(c) A Chief Executive Officer who may be appolnted by the Prime

Minirter and ihall be the Secretary of the Federal SEZ Authorityi
(d) Federal tecretarier of lndurtrier 6. Production. Plannint Developrnent

and Jpecial lnitiativeJ, Commerce, Finance (Maln), lnter Provincial

Coordination, Power, Energy or their nomine€ not below BP5-2li
(e) Two (2) private memberr to be appointed by the FederalGovemment

on ruch termr and conditionJ a, lt may detendne. The memberJ rhall
be of kno\r./n integrity and competence with at leaJt ten year of
experien@ in the field of law, economics, lechnology or finance.

coupled with experience of the induttrlal secdon;

(0 Prerident of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commette and

lndunry (fPCCl)t and
(g) Member of each Province appointed by the Chlef Mininer of the

reipective province, whlch member shall be of knou/n integrity and

competence with at leatt ten years of experlence ln the fleldof law,

economicJ, technoloty or finance, coupled wlth o(perience of the

indurtrial Jection."
(d) in Jub-Jectlon (4), the expresJlon, "ln its rerpectlve Province'shall be

omitted.

7. Amendment of Jectlon 12, Ad XX of 2012.. ln the Jaid Act. ln section 12, for sub-

rection (l), the followint shaN be subrtltuted, namely: -
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"(l) !0here a SEZ Ir propoied to be ertabllrhed by a Provirice, the zone

appllcation ,hall be rubmitted to the BOA by the sEZ Authority of that

Province. !&trera a 5EZ k propored to be enabliJhed by the Federal

Govemmmt, the zone applicatlon shall be rubmitted to the BOA by the

Federal sEZ Authortty."

8. Amendment of Jectlon 13, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Ad, in Je<tion 13, -

(a) in sutsrection (l)i -

0) for the expression "a developer", the expreJsion "one or more

dftrelop€rs- ,hall be rubrdtuted.

(ll) for the full nop, at the end, a colon shall be sub5tituted and thereafter the

foll6^,,ing proviso rhall be added, namely: -

"Provlded that more than one developer may only be Jelected where

the srea of the zone IJ more than one thousand acrer and each develop€r It

allotted not less than five hundred acr6.". and

(b) in suEr€dton (5);

(i) the word 'iointly- rhall be omitted; an,l

(ll) fst the exprerrlon "on behclf of the reipective Provincial Government",

lh€ expre'Jlon 'and the authorized reprerentatlve of the Developer- ,hall be

,ub'ititutd.

9, &D€rdm€nt of sectlon 15, Act XX of 2012.- ln the raid Acl, in iection 15, in JUts

t€ctlon (l), after the wo.d "Authorlty', the exprerrion "of the terrltory or Province" rhall

be iruerted.

10. Arnendment of *Clon 16, Act XX of 2012.- ln the ,aid Ad, in Jection 15, in :ub.

,ectlon 0), -

(a) in parrgraph (<). for the ej(Prerjion "at leaJt", the exprcrsion 'up to" shall be

iubrtltuted: !nd

(b) in paragnph (0, for the word 'Provindal-, the word 'concemed' shall be

srbntuted.

ll. ArrEndment of r€dlon f7. Ad XX of 2012.- in the satd Act, in secrion 17. in

parag6ph (n), Efter the exprenlon "Provlncer-, the expresdon 'or terrltorler- shall be

lruerted.
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t2. Amendment of Section 20, Act XX of 2012.. ln the rald Act, in section 20, ln rub.

tection (2), in paragraph (ii). for the exprersion 'i and' occurrtnt at the end a colon (:).

shall be ,ubstituted, and thereafter the following provlso shall be lnrerted, namely:,

"Provided that notwithrtandint anythint contained lo the contrary. in the

case of public-private partnerhipr and private Jector tpedal Economic Zones, the

Authority thall examine and approve zone entry appllcatlonr, allot land to nlch

enterprisei. and determine the prlce ol the land o allotted ln accordance with the

termt of the concesrion agreement or. ar the caJe rnay be the dsrelopment

agreement.'

13. Amendment of rection 21, Act )fi of2012.- ln rhe sald Ad,ln ,ection 21, -

0) in tub-rection (2),. in paragraph (iv). the word 'Proyinclal' shall be omltted:
and
(ii) after tub-Jectlon (2), the following nq/, ruLrection (3) shall be inserted,
namely: -

"(3) ln the case of public-private partneBhips and private sector Special

Economic Zoner, the termj of the concesslon a8reement exeqrted betfueen
the relevant Provincial Authorlty or compsny ard the Developer Jhall
prevail over the termr of the development agreement.'

14. Amendment of sectlon 22, Ad XX of2012.- ln the ,aid Art, in rection 22. -

(a) in subseaion (2), for the word "Provincial', the urord "concerned' rhall be

iubetituted: and

(b) sub+eaion (7) shall be omitted.

15. Amendment of Jection 23, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 23, rub-

section (3). paragraph (a), rhall be omitt€d.

15, Amendment of sectlon 24, Act XX of 2012.- ln the Jaid Act. in r€ction 24' in sjts

section (2). for the exprerlion, "SEZ Authorlty of the relglrant Province-, the exPreJsioG

"rela/ant sEZ Authodty" shall be rubsttnned.

17. Amendment of section 27, Act XX of 2012. - ln the ,aid Act, in section 27' in sub-

iection (l). -

(a) for paragraph (i), the following rhall b€ rubstltrted. namely: '
'(i) the Federal and Provincial Governmentt to enrure' at Sovemment

expenre in the care bf JEZ' enablirhed on Public land or by Public sector
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enfitier. the proviiion of read accerr, all utilitier including electriciry, tar,

teiecommunlcation Jervicer, and other eJiential facilitiei up to the

deJlgnated zero point within one year o, the notilication of the sEZ. The

BOA may, on a case by case bask, alo allow such provision at government

expense for 5EZr enablkhed by private partiet as per criteria approved

by it; and"

(b) claule 0i) shall be omitted.

18, Arncndment of rection 29. Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act. in section 29, in ruu

section (3), ln paragnph O, after the exprersion 'Provlnce", the expresrion "or tenitory"

,hall be lnrerted.

"19. Ammdment of sectlon 34, Art XX of 2012. - ln the said, in sectlon 34; -

in sub-section (2). after paragraph (iii), a new paragraph (iv) ihall be added,

namely; -

"0v) such additional benefits gEnted by BOA to the relevant hl-tech indunry or

pafilallar region rhall be available to any cther ,EZt establiehed or to be

established with the relevant hi-tech indunry or :stablished or to be e5tablirhed in

the panicular region."

(ii). ln sub-section (3), in paraSraph (i), for the word "development", the word

"developer- rhall be'rubnituted."

'19. Amendment of rectlon 37, Act XX ol 2012.- ln the raid Act. in rection 37, for

ParaSraph (b) and the proviso thereto, the followlng shall be brtituted, namell4 -

. "(b) exemption from all taxes on incorne for enterpriser commencint commercial

Production for the next ten years or until the thlrtieth day of June 2035,

whlchglrer lJ earlier,-

20, Amendme of r€dlon 38, Act XX of 2012.- tn the said Act, for rectibn 38, the

following shall b€ rubnituted, namely: -

'38. Esablkhment of Spedal Economlc Zone Appellate Tribunal. - (l) A

SPedal Economic Zone Appellate Tribunal ,hall be enablished, and no court thall
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iake cotnizance cf any legal dirpute under thit Act or the rulel or retulatior$ made

thereunder to which the iurisdiction of the tpeclal Economic Zone Appellate

Tribunal extendJ.

(2) NotwithJtanding anything contained therein, the Federal Govemment

may, be notifiotion in the official Gazette, deiignate an exirting tribunal establkhed

under any other law to exercire the powers and perform the functloru of the SPecial

Economic Zone Appellate Tribunal under thir Act.

(3) The Tribunal constituted under iub-Jection 0) ihall have exclusive

iurisdlction to determine all matterj pertainint to thiJ Ad, any rules or regulations

made puriuant to thk Act and the operation and implementation thil Act or such

rules or regulationr by any person or body empowered by, under or by virtue of

thiJ Act or tuch rule or reSulation, including without limiling the generality of the

foreSoing, the exerclre of powe$ and functionJ by the BOA. APProval Committee'

BOl, sEZ Authority, sEZ Committee or an interim adminirtrator apPointed by an

5EZ Authority:

Provided ihat lhe foregoing shall not include service matters Pertaining to

civil servants as defined in the Civil tervants Act, 1973 (LXXl of 1973).

(4) The Tribunal ,hall consitt of a chairman and two other members. The

chairman and members shall be appohed by the Federal Govemment on ruch

term, and conditions as it may determine.

(5) The Chairman of the Tribunal shall be an advocate of known inteSrity

and competence with at leatt twenty years ofexperience in commercisl matte$ and

the membeB of the tribunal thall be Perrons of known inteSrity and having

profeisioflal experience of at leart ten years in the field of law' economicJ.

technology, or finance, coupled with exPerience of the industrial section.

(6) The Chairman and membert of the Tribunal conttituted under sub-Jection

(l) shall hold office for a period of three year and shall be eligible for

reappointment for a similar term or terms or until attalnint the ate of sixty€i8ht
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yearr in case of the chairman and 5ixty-two years in the caje ofa member, whichsr'er

Ir earlier.

(7) The Tribunal shall declde a matter expeditlously but not later than three

monthr of ltr flliry b€fofe the said tribunal.

Explanatlon. - lt k cladfled thal the tlmdrame for ienderlng a decision within three

rnonths i, mandatory and not directory.

(8) The Trlbunal for the purpose of decldlng an appeal be deemed to be a

civil court and shlll ha\re all rhe powerj verted ln rudr a court under the Code of

Civil Procedure, 1908 (Ad V of l9O8) and rudgmentr of rudr trlbunal rhall be

deemed to b€ a deqee of a civil court isrued under Ad V of 1908.

(9) Any person aSflared by an order, judtment or decee of the Tribunal under

this rectlon may prefer an appeal to the Supreme Court of Pakijtan within rlxty

dayJ.'

21. Am€ndmert of iectlon 40, Act XX of 2012.- ln the iaid Act, the exining text 5hall

be deri8nated ar suhrectlon (l), and thereafter the following new suF estion (2) shall be

added, namely: .

"(2) ln care of any conflict between this Act and any rules and retulationt made

under thls Act, the provirlons of thlJ Act shall prevail.'

SYED HASNAIN HAIDER,
Secrelary!.

],RINTED TJY I.}IE i\,f,d\AGI-R. PRIN,] ING C( IRPORA'IION OI ]]AKIS I.AN PRESS, ISI-A]\4ABAD
PTIBLISHED BY N IE DEPUIY ('ONT ROI-],}]R S TTNONERY AND FORMS, LNN€RSr|Y ROAD. KARACIII


