[TO BE INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A
Bill

to amend the Pakistan Air Safety Investigation Act, 2023

YD A Q oAt ac an ror - a
WHEREAS it is €xpedient {o amend the Pakistan Air Sau») inves gau Act, 2023 (L of

2023), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;
It is hereby enacted as follows:

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act shall be called the Pakistan Air Safety
Investigation (Amendment) Act, 2028.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. General Amendment, L of 2023.— In the Pakistan Air Safety Investigation Act, 2023 (L
of 2023), hereinafter referred to as “the said Act”, for the word “Director”, wherever occurring, the
words “Director General” shall be substituted,

3. Amendment of section 2, L of 2023 .- In the said Act, in section 2,-

(a) in clause (b), for the word “invekigation”, the word “investigation” shall be
substituted;

(b) after clause (e), the following new clause (ea) shall be inserted, namely;
“(ea) ‘““Airports Authority” means the Pakistan Airports Authority established
under the Pakistan Airports Authority Act, 2023 (XLV of 2023) ;”;

(c)in clause (f), for the expression “Pakistan Civil Aviation Ordinance, 1982
(Ordinance XXX of 1982)” the expression “Pakistan Civil Aviation Act, 2023
(XLIX 0f2023)"” shall be substituted,

{d) in clause (h), for the words “Bureau of Aircraft Accident investigation” the words
“Bureau of Aircraft Safety Investigations of Pakistan” shall be substituted;

(e) after clause (h), the following new clause (ja) shall be inserted, namely:-

“(ja) “Division concerned” means the Division concerned with the affairs of this
Act;”; Y -

(f) in clause (p), for the word “Aviation” the words *“Division concerned” shall be
substituted; and

(g)in clause (s), for the words “Aviation Division” the words “Division concemed:’
shall be substituted. ‘

4. Amendment of section 3, L of 2023 — In the said Act, in section 3, in sub-section (1), after



the word “Investigations”, the words “of Pakistan” shall be inserted.

5. Amendment of section 4, L of 2023 .~ In the said Act, in section 4, in sub-section (2), for
the word “be”, the word “by” shall be substituted.

6. Amendment of section 5, L of 2023.— In the said Act, in section 5, the words “under his
hand”, wherever occurring, shall be omitted.

7. Amendment of section 6, L. of 2023 — In the said Act, in section 6,-

(a)in sub-section (1), for the word “Means”, the word “means” shall be substituted; and

(b)in sub-section (3), for the word “inciden”, the word “incident” shall be
substituted.

8. Amendment of section 8, L of 2023 .~ In the said Act, in section 8, for sub-section (2),
the following shall be substituted:

“(2) The Director General shall investigate incidents that are repetitive or impose a
risk to air safety and may also investigate such other incidents which require
investigation in interest of improving air safety.”

9. Amendment of section 9, L of 2023 — In. the said Act, in section 9, in sub-section (1), after
the word “of ", the word “and ” shall be omitted.

10. Amendment of section 10, L of 2023.- In the said Act, in section 10, in sub-section
(2), in clause (a), for the words “In investigation” the words “an investigation by any agency
other than the Bureau” shall be substituted.

11. Amendment of section 11, L of 2023.— In the said Act, in section 11,-

(a) in sub-section (1), for the words and commas “Director and every
investigator, officer, expert, servant and other person employed in”, the words
and a comma “Director Generzl, a whole-time investigator or other regular
employee of ” shall be substituted;

(b) in sub-section (2), for the words “a written certificate under his hand” the
words “a declaration” shall be substituted; and

(c) after sub-section (3), the following new sub-sections (4), (5) and (6) shall be
7

added, namely;- '
¥

“(4) If a former Director General, a whole-time investi;gator or
other regular employee of the Bureau wants relaxation of any of the
prohibition contained in sub- section (1) or sub-section (6), he may, by
swearing an affidavit of absence of conflict of interest, apply to the
Secretary for such relaxation.

(5) If no conflict of interest is found after scrutiny of the last two



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

PAKISTAN AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2025

Aviation Division has merged in Defence Division in February 2025 while the Aviation Division/
Ministry is still reflected in the Pakistan Air Safety Investigation Act 2023, Name of the Bureau of
Air Safety Investigation is corrected and Pakistan is added in its name to make the acronym
‘BASIP’ instead of BASI. Its ‘Director’ is renamed as ‘Director General’ in line with other similar
organizaiions, Restriction on part-time or temporary employees is unreasonable and deter experts
from working for the Bureau and after service restrictions for aviation sector jobs have been
confined to the former Director General, whole-time investigator or other regular employee of the
Bureau. In case the officer has served less than three years in the Bureau, a reduced restriction
period has been proposed for a subsequent aviation related employment. The Secretary Defence
may, on case-to-case basis and in the absence of conflict of interest, relax the restriction as to
employment etc. of a former employee of the Bureau. All offence under the Act require only
summary inquiry and may be tried in a summary manner. This is necessary to ensure certainty of
punishment for a wrongful act/ commission of an offence. Further, many patent error have also

been identified in the Act which are proposed to be corrected. Hence, this Bill.

(Khawaja Muhammgd Asif)
Minister for Defenge



years’ service in the Bureau by the applicant, the Secretary may grant the
relaxation under sub-section (4). '

(6) In case the Director General, a whole-time investigator or other
regular employee of the Bureau has served less than three years, after
service prohibition under sub-section (1) shall be for one year only.”

12. Amendment of section 12, L of 2023 - In the said Act, in section 12,-

(a) in sub-section (1), for the word “him” the words “in the investigation™ shall be
substituted; and

(b) in sub-section (2), for the word “approyal” the word “approval” shall be

substituted,
13. Amendment of section 30, L of 2023.— In the said Act, in section 30, for the
expression “under section 21, 23, 24 and 26" the words “under this Act” shall be substituted.

14. Amendment of section 34, L of 2023.— In the said Act, in section 34, in sub-section
(2), in clause (a), for the expression “in terms of section 32", the words “or Airports Authority”
shall be substituted.

15. Amendment of section 37, L of 2023.— In the said Act, in section 37, for the letter
“0", the word “or” shall be substituted.
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