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BILL

to consolidate the law relating to the carriage of goods by sea
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WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate the Iaw relating to the carriage of |
_ ARG
goods by sea and bring it in conformity with jriter] htlén?l praqti@és lar!d to define and
Pe

regulate the responsibilities, liabilities, enghts.énd"immunltles of*farrlers under bills of

b..)

lading and other contracts or docurri@nts reiating tp thé&;arnage of goods by sea;

It is hereby enacted @{L QZ;:J f o
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on of Rules;\- &&nﬁ@}s&d the expression “the Rules” means
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and in connection witfh,h - e of gbodﬁ%yﬁeatm the: §h|p§‘canylng goods,-
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(a) \ @?ﬁy&bﬂ port or place in Pakistan;
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(b) om anyﬁpdrt‘in Pékg;a or place outside Pakistan;
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() rfcgm any portbatﬁﬁe P'aklstan to any port or place in Pakistan,
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whatever may be the natl’onémykﬁh&sth, the carrier, the shipper, the consignee, or

any other mterestecl perso‘n and whatever may be the law governing the contract of
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Provic{edi,dtakdthe Federal Government may, by notification in the official

Gazette, amend, modify or alter the application of this Act and the Rules in relation to



the carriage of goods by sea from any port in Pakistan to any other port within

Pakistan.

(3) Subject to sub-section (4), nothing in this section shall be construed to
apply any provision of the Rules to a contract for the carriage of goods by sea, unless
such contract expressly or by necessary implication provides for the issue of a sea

carriage document.

(4)  Without prejudice to clausg(@mx oﬁ’tﬁ Rules the Rules shall

have the force of law in relation to- - ~._ ; P
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(@) any bill of,? din
(b) an§{‘ '@ g'clydtmg #sea waybill and a ship’s delivery
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H@glmuh?’{he value on a particular day,

‘ pned ftgpg equal to such sum in Pakistani

¥t

rupees as the Intematrersa# MﬁﬁEHMFund!has determmed for that day or the most
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recent day for whlcht. %1
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(b) ?‘Q&% ‘has been so fixed for that day, for the last day before

“ il qét day for which a sum has been so fixed.

ttq*eé‘n made, to be the equivalent of one

3. WSblute warranty of seaworthiness not to be implied in any

contract to which the Rules apply.— No absolute undertaking on the part of the



carrier which have to provide a seaworthy ship shall be implied in any contract for

the carriage of goods by sea, to which the Rules..

4. Documents to which this Act and the Rules apply.— (1) Subject to
paragraphs 4 and 7 of Article Ill of the Rules t, the expression “bill of lading” throughout

the Rules as set out in this Act shall be read as “sea carriage document.”

(2) Any reference in this Act and the Ruies tq sea carriage document shall
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(a) bill of lading
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cohﬁa&‘fq;trl’efzaffiagerbf goods by sea; and

s
?‘“ % io 'whom delivery of the goods is to
':- * b‘e m %ﬂ@ carrier in accordance with that contract;

© a sl]ipk;azhvery order means any document which is neither a bill
v
Qﬁéﬁl(@ for a sea waybill but contains an undertaking which, -
M( ,i ,.,tm is given under or for the purposes of a contract for the
carriage by sea of the goods to which the document

relates, or of goods which include those goods; and



(i) is an undertaking by the carrier to a person identified in
the document to deliver to that person the goods to which

the document relates.

(4) If any document as mentioned in sub-sections (2) and (4) is issued
electronically, then it shall be deemed to be a document for the purposes of the
Electronic Transactions Ordinance, 2002 (LI of,.aal)ﬂ;)* Aand all; fe‘fgrences to such
document in this Act and the Rules shall meﬁ%é fhélr eled:t{ar?ic fBrm and all such
documents shall attract all the protectlons and exemptlons as provided in the
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5. Appllcatlomq% ‘%g frﬁhals - (1) If and to the extent

that the contract conf‘amedt?n or ewdéﬁi':ed‘by, a blll of ladmg\ﬁany other sea carriage

document applies to db%r b#g{njﬁiéls the Qﬂ\i&ave effect as if clause

(c) of Article | of the Rules d e‘SfcIude de\% \ live animals from their
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of goods tod \Jon orab
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ipper shall notify the carrier |q Writing

i s section, d‘etk cargo mearfs cargo which, by the

: \_"; &, is statéd tq&ﬁi‘fedo&d&k%nd is in fact so carried.
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terms of the contract
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6. Applica n of A&klgﬂ%ls; }he «Ru!és— (1) Notwithstanding
anything contained in AmtleQ’Vbis of"the‘ﬁules if a.carrier carries the goods on or
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S ¢ agxéb.mb.qnwnh the shipper of the goods made at
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above deck, contrary tDsg
or before the time of bc}é‘klhg thb éialﬁ;i *fhen for any loss or damage to the goods
that results solely from tbe pddsfﬁ'elng carried on or above deck, the carrier shall not
be entitled to the benef t of- ™
(a) ?a@g?t%p;uon to or exemption from liability as provided for in the
.4 Rules; or
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“(b) any limitation of liability as provided for in the Rules for the loss

or damage.



(2)  Whenever loss or damage has resulted from carriage of the goods on
deck, contrary to an express agreement with the shipper of the goods at or before the
time of booking the cargo, the burden of proof shall be on the carrier to show that the

loss or damage has not resulted solely from such unauthorized carriage of the goods

on deck.
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carriage document is a weight ascertaj d@@caepted by a thlrd party other than the
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carrier or the shipper and the factﬁt«%ﬂv o‘ﬁ‘g‘;ef:tamed or accepted is stated
in the bill of lading or other S?a et ntm.ﬁ notwithstanding anything in
the Rules, the bill of Iadlng‘qqi:geﬂsgé carnagg documenﬁ'ﬁ\él not be deemed to be
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prima facie ewdence%? th&‘% fﬁe rec ods of the weight so
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inserted in the bill of IadLrlg §Ba"carnag \:ﬁmd the accuracy thereof

at the time of shipmerit sh‘ﬁf Fnot be deemedtp guaranteed by the shipper.

8. Peri \meblhty standmg anything contained in
clause (e) of elg?-off‘tﬁe Rules, t ity of the carrier under the Rules shall
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(a) w : " «w:th the terms of the contract of

césqage.e*r any'éqeﬁ'&aenheferred to in sub-section (4) of section

3 stlpula’nhg..thﬁ t?me and location of receipt of the cargo or

gpodsQ

‘\\tbel}e*ﬂb such term stipulating the time and location of receipt
',,r:,_f*fpgu.,{h‘e cargo or goods is available in the contract of carriage or
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- any document referred to in sub-section (4) of section 3,-
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(i) in the case of dry bulk, liquid bulk or gas bulk cargo, when
the bulk cargo has passed through the manifold, pipes,
buckets, conveyors, or any other similar means and into the
ship;

(i) in the case of containerized cargo when,-

A. the container is*etaken over .by the dﬁ*i;ié'r his
servants or @Qénts: “from the .sfupper or a person

‘ *"béhaif or' s s
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G = “bf the p \7‘9 the goods must
.*‘co“’- ‘,‘ é na Eoverf@r%\ \\"\or

"'*f‘[?‘, ,.C‘"}hé goods w W‘f)e loaded into a container
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(3) For the punpoqaﬁ"é’fkqb section (1) and the Rules, the goods or cargo
shall be deemed to bé dphve[sd to the Consignee,-
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(@) when dellvered in accordance with the terms of the contract of

%M,‘carnage or any document referred to in sub-section (4) of section



3 stipulating the time and location of delivery of the cargo or
goods; or

(b) where no such term stipulating to the time and location of
delivery of the cargo or goods is available in the contract of

carriage or any document referred to in sub-section (4) of section
e %
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(i) in the case of dry bulk, hqund bulk or gas bulk cargo, when
the bulk ci\rgo | ;scharged out of fhe ship and into the
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,ti"" ‘;_t* 4;})» " accordance with paragraph (a), (b) or paragraph (c);
'_p 1('f') in the case of cargo other than those mentioned in clauses
‘*7” W’ (ii) or (iii), when the carrier delivers the goods to the

consignee,-



A. by handing over the goods to the consignee; or

B.  in cases where the consignee does not receive the
goods from the carrier, by placing them at the
disposal of the consignee in accordance with the
contract or with the law or with the us,axg;glof the

particular tradesapplicable at the .port of’diﬁéharge;

or e 4

C. by handl b)zer the goods toan authority or other
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(4)  For the ™ M‘B‘n wheN . §e packed, "goods”
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includes such article of transqpﬁ Q.I:pael%aglng if ‘\ 3\; \e shipper.
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: -" St e port of lp’éd‘hj or subsequént to the delivery
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to the period of respQr ik

VIl of the Rules.

9. Act not to o%"&r!am provisions of the Pakistan Merchant
Shipping Ordmancpg 2 I of 2001), or any other law limiting the liability of
owners of sea- gomg‘ ée&s- Nothing in this Act shall affect the operation of
sections 382 t@,@ﬁoth inclusive, and sections 534 to 548, both inclusive, of the
Pakistan MerEhar'\‘t Shipping Ordinance, 2001 (LIl of 2001), and Article VIII of the Rules



or the operation of any other law for the time being in force limiting the liability of the

owners of sea-going vessels.

10. Repeal and savings.— (1) The Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 1925 (XXVI
of 1925), is hereby repealed.
(2)  Nothing in this Act applies to any contract for the carriage of gpods by

sea and any action done, proceeding initiated in relation to or arising out therefrom

before the coming into force of this Act, no;et%any bill of ladlng'or dther sea carriage

document issued, whether before oh@%@@l& townng‘;‘?h;b force of this Act in
% .“ q’
pursuance of any such contract. -~ a%.,. ol N #‘ < f
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E@Im‘f the Carrlage of Goods by Sea Act, 1925

(3)  Notwithstanding !t\‘
(XXVI of 1925), everyﬂ: -n‘. 3 Z‘T‘lgatlon %\or penalty incurred,
power conferred or exé‘r‘ﬁkea, o_cdé?&iﬁ@ynder the\%\& \\B everything deemed

to have been done in exerc:se'of fh’e powers confe}e&.by\\o? under the said Act, shall
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be continued and ge_ﬂe d fo have be& |vely done, taken, incurred,
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conferred, exercnsed“or-‘lsﬁué‘d under thi \X\
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THE SCHEDULE

[see section (2)]
ARTICLE |

DEFINITIONS

In these Rules the following words or expressions have the the meaninﬁ&;‘fﬁereby
assigned to them respectively, that is to say: -
- -é "

(@) “carrier" includes the owner: ou:]’;e charterer whe enters into a contract
%

of carriage with a shlpng “‘*3%“ | 4 ). . *.h_

(b)  "contract of carn@ge appﬂ'es only to contracts of carriage covered by a
o LS :
bill of Iading"kﬂﬁ . ayeﬁ to the carnage of goods by sea,

includi ' ' %"mlfar of title as aforesaid
”\"’# SR %\\

issued uﬁ‘t}ér «Br puﬁﬂaﬁﬂfo"a charter—p‘éﬁy the moment at which
such bill ofﬁ&"g’ﬁh}afas the remsjyéen a carrier and a holder
of the san;h ! 4 ¢ ) QA \‘\\: D
(€) goodbi"ﬂ,bﬁ es goods
% " \‘\. \
\oever except h\hrMa‘Ls‘and cargo which by the contract of

(d)  "ship" meangahy \} sed for,t&?‘éﬁiﬂa.ae o_f gqods:by sea; and
(e) "carriage 0 w"-., ¥covers the’ pehod from thg time when the goods are
' e tlm&w argdg;charged from the ship.
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Subject to théprt‘}vmlorﬁ ‘of Art!cle VI, under every contract of carriage of goods
by sea the carrier, gt ’Ia‘tib”n to the loading, handling, stowage, carriage, custody, care
and dlschargem goods shall be subject to the responsibilities and liabilities and

entitled to the rights and immunities hereinafter set forth.



1. ' : ' of %g of the voyage to
7 :": AN SN i\\ &
exercise due dlllgence t,o, s NEL N
(@) make tffe’ﬂ!’hségworthy, k\ A A
=/ Sy P, "‘"\-3 ? - ) .
(b) g{?pe Tanfequnp an
) n’lakeiig% holds, re@g

\\\\\\‘ .\

R
c;\‘:qgg"rts of the ship | ichigoods are carried, fit and safe for their

.l'

d cool chambers, and all other
o l'receptlo Qar ~ preservatlon

2. Subject to th \. “ \ n of Ar‘tnq@‘l&&h@ carrier shall properly and
carefully load, handle,stowi N _:‘\ eep, carefbr%n"a'dlschargethe-goods carried.

3. After.rege ‘\u\‘ e goj lnmmcharg}the tarrier or the master or

\ A 2N
agent of the carrier's ~x. deql Wwﬂx LtOs'the shipper a bill of fading
£ Vel |

r'h“'*
showing inter alia, - .

;.

(a) the%ga E : arks‘necessary for identification of the goods as the
& ‘\,‘

same%b egr'%‘ ﬁtng by the shipper before the loading of

such.gra ] prowded such marks are stamped or otherwise
ﬁdﬁ%

shown clearly 'upon the goods if uncovered, or on the cases or
Eq%ag%m which such goods are contained, in such a manner as
»Q -
o L *shOUEd ordinarily remain legible until the end of the voyage;
c g s ¥

tb) ’ either the number of packages or pieces, or the quantity, or weight,

as the case may be, as furnished in writing by the shipper;



(c) the apparent order and condition of the goods:

Provided that no carrier, master or agent of the carrier shall be bound to state
or show in the bill of lading any marks, number, quantity, or weight which he has
reasonable ground for suspecting not accurately to represent the goods actually

received or which he has had no reasonable means of checking.

4, Such a bill of lading shall be pnma ﬁme evidence of the,recelpt by the
carrier of the goods as therein described- ln"‘};éi:d?danc"e wath‘paragraphs 3(a), (b) and
(c). However, proof to the contrary sha‘[t*not%e%‘amussgble when the bill of lading has

been transferred to a third party acting- V,gocu:l falth
"ﬁ‘.f..?.. :
5. ; ‘Qﬁ;ﬁe&’to ha(;e .guaranteed to the carrier the

¢\ \

% tﬂ@d‘ﬁi‘ﬁ numb \\({ gtlty and weight, as
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furnished by him, and fhiesﬁ‘ pper' shaij&e‘mmfy th&&:{le\‘\ﬁga\hst all loss, damages
| i -:“oﬁmculars The right of the

accuracy at the tlméﬂ; .

il +é -
m l‘naccura

and expenses arising or

carrier to such mdenl‘nlty 'll\ln ho way limit» %

V
contract of carruageﬁé%zgrson otheﬁm\rﬂpe
dadhitageand the general nature of such loss or

N
\ ‘o his agqnt at the port of dlscharge before

si bllrty and liability under the

6. U s,‘notlce of Ios

damage be gaven In writing ta
or at the time of the rem
act of carrfé_f;e or, |f the foss or damage be not
\uch ry{gp l Sﬁﬁ] be ana’facne ‘évidence of the delivery
by the carrier of the go®ds as dé‘s}r;bgr H),e bﬂl-»of lpaTng

delivery thereof under

apparent, within
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The notice in writm me gwen’if‘the state of the goods has at the time

of their receipt been the;&ijett ofg_émtsuwéy or inspection.

Subject to paragraph"Bxﬁ’ ‘trcarrrer and the ship shall in any event be
discharged from all [i Ldlﬁ' Hﬁl@atsoever in respect of the goods, unless suit is brought
within one year of theﬂ* dél‘véry or of the date when they should have been delivered.
This period mayrl@‘#véer be extended if the parties 50 agree after the cause of action

has arisen.
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In the case of any actual or apprehended loss or damage the carrier and the

receiver shall give all reasonable facilities to each other for inspecting and tallying the
goods.

y 2 bis An action for indemnity against a third person may be brought even

after the expiration of the year provided for in the preceding paragraph if brought

within the time allowed by the law of the Court seized‘of the case. However, the time

allowed shall be not less than three m E%Wiancmg‘ _f;om the day when the
person bringing such action for mderﬂqltkﬁ}'sbhled%hé la‘:m or has been served

f'; .

with process in the action agamst rﬁ("sphﬁ IR 2,

e {\4_

8. After the go

\élf if the\iﬁ\jer so demands, be a

"shipped" bill of Iadlng;pmﬂded ﬂ)atﬁfhe‘shipper sh@11 ha’v'éprénously taken up any
document of title to such_g dﬂ'&-‘ﬁe Ehall surrender. {Qe Sares’
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the "shipped" bill ofJ@%’ t:&e option f\
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master or agent of th

\§} such document of title may
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i p a‘cg‘atract‘of carriage relieving the
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ﬂf da‘magg'}o or.in connection with goods
arising from negligence, faa@':nfm@@ ln‘tﬁébautug*and obligations provided in this

Article or lessening Silﬁ&slw ot}let{wsgithan'as provided in these Rules, shall be
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A benefit of insurance of .aiise shall be deemed to be a clause relieving the
carrier from liability. ' ¥
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ARTICLE IV
RIGHTS AND IMMUNITIES

1. Neither the carrier nor the ship shall be liable for loss or damage arising
or resulting from unseaworthiness unless caused by want of due diligence on the part

of the carrier to make the ship seaworthy, and to secure that the ship is properly

manned, equipped and supplied, and to make the holds, refngeratmg and cool
chambers and all other parts of the Shlp in. i wr ». TQOdS a,(e‘carl;led fit'and safe for
their reception, carriage and presen?atlorf..m accordancé ,w'ih the prov:smns of

paragraph 1 of Article IIl.
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Whenever loss or damage{?&‘g ﬁ}h sedﬁb\ﬁhlness\fhe burden of proving

the exercise of due dlfﬁ&b&;‘ﬁéﬂ ' e gj tbe%m'@r or othe@\e:\

ers ‘nclalmmg exemption

R,
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under this article. » T ‘ MR
Loe .r. : '
2. Neither thM nthe ship SR@\:\%S Shsible for loss or damage
Nl
arising or resulting frorp, - \\ NN

(a) .act, neglect or defaﬁit\ \Maﬁer mariner, pilot or the servants

a>c\of pupﬁc Enem?es" ;-“ ¥
(9) arrest ;(;-Fest?aﬁ't bfphntes, rulers or people, or seizure under legal
pmissa i

(h) quarantm'é r‘ésfn gi:fs" '
(i) act. or qussron ‘of the shipper or owner of the goods, his agent or

-\4.

(;H(‘%t@kes or lock-outs or stoppage or restraint of labour from

whatever cause, whether partial or general;

(k)  riots and civil commotions;



()  saving or attempting to save life or property at sea;

(m)  wastage in bulk or weight or any other loss or damage arising from
inherent defect, quality or vice of the goods;

(n) insufficiency of packing;

(o) insufficiency or inadequacy of marks;

(p)  latent defects not discoverable by due diligence; and

e t«the..actualu;fmﬁt‘and privity of the

carrier, or without the fz:ult or neglect of the agents or servants of
the carrier, buttﬂe*&lrd@nfp;oofshgﬂ be on the person claiming
the ben ?;gd@ﬂa 1'sri'ow»’that neither the actual fault
or pnﬁ@y‘&f’t@lﬂ nﬁr‘@e fault o(«p‘qglect of the agents or

sel mﬁ:pf thachmer contn buted toxxhedogs or damage.

f\\ ey \ \\~
3 The shipper sheng*ﬁ;Etre“sbonsrble % \gé‘mage sustained by the
carrier or the ship arngn@%d‘@& from a&

' ‘.\{‘ N
of the shipper, his agants or'his servants a0 a‘\w )
4. An gﬁ%n in saving or"' ‘;

any reasonal ation shall not-bedgemec to be an infringement or breach pf these

(@) any other cause arising

)
N

ut the act, fault or neglect

Rules or of the contract of QX -‘if. . and the carrier shall not be liable for any loss or
d lting th N s -
amage resulting ther \\“ A it h
5 (a) U\rlle re arﬂlwwﬁgcrl goods ave been declared by the

shipper before shi d lnsq]teé;ﬁmélbﬂud Iad!pg; neither the carrier nor the
ship shall in any event be or, bécdme'ﬂabfe':im ‘any IGSS or damage to or in connection
with the goods in a m %Qﬁ?“unlts of account per package or unit
or two units of accouﬁ‘t‘beﬂﬂogéfh%f\grbss weight of the goods lost or damaged,

whichever is the hfgher

(b)  The total am‘?ar eeq&erable shall be calculated by reference to the value of

such goods at the ETB tlme at which the goods are discharged from the ship in

accordance )Iuma‘{h?hcontract or should have been so discharged.



The value of the goods shall be fixed according to the commodity exchange
price, or, if there be no such price, according to the current market price, or, if there be
no commodity exchange price or current market price, by reference to the normal

value of goods of the same kind and quality.

(c)  Where a container, pallet or similar article of transport is used to consolidate

goods, the number of packages or units enumerpg;ed in the bill of iadmg as packed in
such article of transport shall be deemed Ihg %umber of: paékages’ or units for the

purpose of this paragraph as far as thé.ge pa;@ages or unlts are "concerned. Except as

aforesaid such article of transpongsm"bhﬁéhﬁdeﬁeﬂ' ta:xefpackage or unit.

(d)  The unit of account‘n%ﬁ‘@{:r%ﬁ _}rt ‘?fthe Speaal Drawing Right as

defined by the Intén@m}w\on&éw«ﬂ lﬁcﬁ‘ The an*{o\tl_%\\mentloned in sub-
paragraph (a) of this par%fggph sﬁa’!l gﬁ g&ﬁ\‘ierted lnto\\na\t}qn&éurrency on the basis

ate to bN \f@by the law of the Court
N\

of the value of that currer

e b gy LS N
seized of the case. The yalue qf the natuonal ) terms of the Special Drawing
Right, of a State wh&fﬁl“a member tional Monetary Fund, shall be

calculated in ‘ ce with the me :'~ aeofValuation applied by the International
‘i&WH PP y
Monetary Fund in effect at tt[ek\

&
N ;
ernatio‘ha“ﬁonetary Fund, Shali be calculated in a

o I "-,
% ‘"“_“’-'2*' |

5p. }Ea‘tjbn Sfthe provisions of the preceding

Fund and whose law d?‘e&h}@ e,
sentences may, at the@w@atlf \1 e T’rotocol of 1979, or accession thereto
or at any time thereafter deﬁfél‘e at"“the limits of liability provided for in this
Convention to be apghe,d @tsﬁfenltory shall be fixed as follows:-

(i) m ’res‘be&df the amount of 666.67 units of account mentioned in
& !‘.ub’-paragraph (a) of the paragraph of this Article, 10,000

G.

* monetary units; and



(i) in respect of the amount of two units of account mentioned in
sub-paragraph (a) of the paragraph of this Article, 30 monetary

units.

The monetary unit referred to in the preceding sentence corresponds to
65.5 milligrams of gold of millesimal fineness 900. The conversion of the amounts
specified in that sentence into the national currency‘ shall be made accbrdmg to the
law of the State concerned. The calculat:w*&m\ﬁﬁ mnve@;dm rﬁenhoned in the
preceding sentences shall be made in such,,a manner as fo.express in the national
currency of that State as far as pQéahfe{héAeame‘reﬁi:};aiue for the amounts in sub-
paragraph (a) of this para MA@%?E éx‘pressed there in units of account.

gy :

States shathofnmuﬁlcate fo the deposntary thé\anner of calculation or

the result of the conv asjﬁp Wrﬁay be, wh&mﬁepé&tmg an instrument of
ratification of the Protocol of»‘T’ %hor 61‘ access W?étb“and whenever there is a

change in either. e"r ‘.‘.'1" 'Mf\ - \\
> & ‘\.\ .
: ‘\igwf.' Ry 3 :
(e) Nelteﬁ.rjﬁq, Carrier nor th&\ \\M be entitled to the benefit of the
‘& A
limitation ofdl&b’ﬂff?’prov:ded for 'Q\t

damage resulted from an a

(f) The decl
Article, if embodie % ill of Iadlng‘.st\allabe pr'lma fame evidence, but shall not be
d \»*“ \‘F *} I,' .

binding or conclusive on tbe"(farrré;‘ .9

# ';g::‘ t
emﬂ@wemmaster or agent of the carrier and the

._‘.‘

shipper other maximum amounts thap t'hOSe mentioned in sub-paragraph (a) of this
paragraph of this Articles mayﬁé‘%&ed provided that no maximum amount so fixed

shall be less than the apgrc‘glﬂ?te maximum mentioned in that sub-paragraph.

a ‘m‘i&;]\ W
(h) Neither_’fﬁe;t'arner nor the ship shall be responsible in any event for loss

or damage M’h‘déonnedion with, goods if the nature or value thereof has been

knowingly mis-stated by the shipper in the bill of lading.

I



6. Goods of an inflammable, explosive or dangerous nature to the shipment
whereof the carrier, master or agent of the carrier has not consented, with knowledge
of their nature and character, may at any time before discharge be landed at any place
or destroyed or rendered innocuous by the carrier without compensation, and the
shipper of such goods shall be liable for all damages and expenses directly or indirectly
arising out of or resulting from such shipment. If'agny such goods shlpped‘m{}th such
knowledge and consent shall become a dangerib the ‘Shlp or carbé 'they may in like

manner be landed at any place, or de,stroyed or rendered&mnocuous by the carrier

without liability on the part of the(ga%x}g( Lo,. enpr,al average, if any.
. -'-" .}lr\‘ (P"P (s “ J
.- f*a’fﬂ,; L)

g

\f.!ABILITY

entitled to invoke undQ{t

i“-‘ . e
3. The ag f'ﬂke‘“au’leunfb recoverable from the carrier, and such
7 e }, \

servants and agents, shafl in.no tas&éxcbéi:! the limit provided for in these Rules.

4. NevertheleSg ﬁhqn’t or agent of the carrier shall not be entitled to
avail himself of the br‘qwapns‘df this Article, if it is proved that the damage resulted
from an act or or@&f’ﬁ@‘ﬁhe servant or agent done with intent to cause damage or

recklessly and wﬁh knowledge that damage would probably result.



ARTICLE V
SURRENDER OF RIGHTS AND IMMUNITIES, AND INCREASE OF

RESPONSIBILITIES AND LIABILITIES

’ A o B a

A carrier shall be at liberty to surrender ih whole or in part all or any of his rights

and immunities or to increase annoﬁtllskr,equrfs[bﬂmés and -obligations under the

¢-t

Rules, provided that such surrendgr: ?Wﬁs}éﬁn bé'gmbodned in the bill of lading

'rs.-.d

issued to the shipper. ; Fho, .r,_”. ? 6 .‘,;;:\

The provasmnsw&_‘l‘@é Rul.gg&@%h Qf“‘ be app ge\ﬁ I:harter-pames but if
N

bills of lading are issued | in ﬂ‘[e;eém ip unde(a arty they shall comply
S A
with the terms of thesezRﬁﬁs‘ . \i §\\\\\;\'
‘.“"\‘\ Nt

Nothing in these Rlytegsba'llbe held to ‘hsertlon in a bill of lading of any
lawful provis ne eneral
awful p fqrwﬁh 99 § )

. \\ \\ W

\\- \\%

n i e
-.-.' .Y (a f 4

; W P
%ﬂf ﬁﬂ}‘-g{rec
agent of the carrier anda shipper»shéﬂ m‘régard to any particular goods be at liberty

R
to enter into any agreemen inrany teFms as to the responsibility and liability of the

.
-'\‘n‘

f'.-

NOtWithStandlq%“h édlng Articles, a carrier, master or

carrier for such gooqls antfgs to the rights and immunities of the carrier in respect of
such goods, or his oﬁ%’h as to seaworthiness, so far as this stipulation is not
contrary to publil&poli;y, or the care or diligence of his servants or agents in regard to
the loading, handhng, stowage, carriage, custody, care and discharge of the goods

carried by sea, provided that in this case no bill of lading has been or shall be issued

\9



and that the terms agreed shall be embodied in a receipt which shall be a non-

negotiable document and shall be marked as such.
An agreement so entered into shall have full legal effect.

Provided that this Article shall not apply to ordinary commercial shipments
made in the ordinary course of trade, but only to other shipments where the character
or condition of the property to be carried or thefc;mumstances tejrns and conditions

under which the carriage is to be performed.gre Such as reasonably to justify a special

agreement. s et ,.r '
bR N A T A
f*{“ W N e
o5 O s, Ve kwiasia
o" ’
5 - l‘*\
- \\-ii‘ -..:":“‘s ‘.‘v‘ ;_.
G° X Jetohe
*n*q- . e
Nothing

from entering: n, condition, reservation or exemptlon as
to the responsibility and Ila @E‘amer or the shrp for the Ioss or damage to, or
in connection with the ush care ,and ;a&dﬂng of goods pnor to the loading

on and subsequen\ to arge frbm-iﬁzp}bip on whacﬁ\he goods are carried by

The provsswn& bf fhbse Rules shall not affect the rights and obligations of the
carrier under a’);ls'tatute for the time being in force relating to the limitation of the

%
liability of owners of vessels.



ARTICLE IX

LIABILITY FOR NUCLEAR DAMAGE

L 18
These Rules shall not affect the provus:ons of any international’ Con\reﬁtlon or

Ry

F

national law governing liability for nuclear damagb

¥
. *, 3
K%\\%\@"f . ’K"‘i;"%i{‘;“"': e \'\ \\
. ﬂ
WY A
‘ J'\‘D-j-—"

The provisions of the‘%‘Ru&s shél! apply \ﬂlbf lading relating to the

Y g‘\a W
carriage of goods betwag?@ﬂs in two diffe nt\%\
iy RN \\\

it 6,“1‘

' th b‘ ¢
(a) e bi f
(b)
(©

a1



CARRIAGE OF GOODS BY SEA ACT, 2026

Statement of Objects and Reasons

The Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 1925 is presently in force in Pakistan for regulating the
carriage of goods by sea. In view of developments in international maritime trade / commerce
and the evolution of global shipping practices, the existing legal framework requires updating
to ensure consistency with internationally recognised standards and to address contemporary

requirements.

The proposed Act seeks to standardise the carriage of goods by sea in accordance with
international conventions and practices. Furthermore, it aims to promote fairness in maritime
trade by balancing the respective rights and obligations of carriers and shippers while

protecting parties against unjust and inequitable contractual terms.

The Act provides for the qualification of contractual liability and restricts shipowners from
introducing exemptions from liability beyond those permitted under the rules annexed to the
Act. This is intended to ensure accountability for loss of or damage to goods occurring during

the period of carriage.

The international rules governing the carriage of goods by sea, as amended and incorporated
with modifications in the Schedule to the Act, are conferred the force of law, subject to the
provisions of the Act. The rules annexed to the Act clearly defines the responsibilities,

liabilities, rights and immunities of carriers under bills of lading.

The Act further enables carriers and shippers to enter into special contracts and to issue
specific documents in respect of particular categories of carriage or shipment, including live
animals, sensitive materials and heavy or special cargo which may necessitate special

treatment.

The scope of the Act has been clarified to apply to ships carrying goods from any port or
place in Pakistan to any other port or place, whether within or outside Pakistan, and vice
versa, where such carriage is effected under a bill of lading, sea waybill, ship’s delivery order

or any other document as may be notified by the Federal Government.

The Act also defines the period of responsibility of the carrier and places an obligation on
carriers to ensure the safe carriage of goods by taking all reasonable and necessary

measures for their protection during transit.

(Muhammad Junaid Anwar)
Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs

ad
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