
NATIONAL ASSE BLY SECR.ETARIAT

SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONES (AMENDMENI BILL.2026

l, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Finance and Revenue, have the honor

to present this report on the Bill further to amend the Special Economic Zones Ad,2Ol2

flhe Special Economic Zones (Amendment) Bill, 20261 (Government Bill), referred to the

Committee on the 8'h April,2026.

2. The Committee comprises the following: -

(1) Syed Naveed Qamar
(2) Rana lradat Sharif Khan
(3) Mr. Bilal Farooq Tarar
(4) Syed Sami Ul Hasan C'ilani
(5) Ms. Zeb Jaffar
(6) Mr. Muhammad Usman Awaisi
(7) Mr. Ali Zahid
(8) Dr. Nafisa Shah
(9) Ms. Hina Rabbani Khar
(10) Mr. Ali Jan Mazari
(11) Dr. Sharmila Faruqui
(12) Dr. Mirza lkhtiar Baig
(13) Mr. Muhammad Jawed Hanif Khan
(14) Mr. Arshad Abdullah Vohra
(15) Mr. Hussain Ellahi
(16) Mr. Shahram Khan
(17) . Mr. Muhammad Mobeen Arif
08) Mr. Usama Ahmed Mela
(19) Mr. Muhammad Ali Sarfraz
(2O) Ms. Shahida Begum
(21) Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb,

Minister for Finance and Revenue

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Ex-officio Member

3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly, placed

at Annex-A, in its meeting held on 16-04-2026, and proposed the following amendments

therein: -

0) Clause 6

ln clause 6, -

(i). for paragraph (a), the following shall be substituted, namely: -
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(2)

"(a) in sub*ection (1), after the full stop at the end, the following expression

shall be added, namely: -

"The Federal Government shall, by notification in the official 6azette, establish

a Federal SEZ Authority for the lslamabad Capital Territory and SEZs established

by the Federal Covernment. The Federal SEZ Authority shall only oversee the

relevant SEZ to be established by the Federal 6overnment on land held in the

name of the Covernment of Pakistan or established on provincial land after

consent of the respective provincial government."

i). for paragraph (c), the following shall be substituted, namely: -

"(c) After sub-section (3), the following new sub-section (3A) shall be inserted

namely: -

"(3A) The Federal 5EZ Authority shall consist of, -

(a) a Chairperson, who may be the Minister in charge, Chairman of the
Board of Investment:

(b) Secretary, Board of lnvestment, (who shall chair the Federal SEZ

Authority in the absence of the Chairperion), act as Vice President;

(c) a Chief Executive Officer who may be appointed by the Prime Minister
and shall be the Secretary of the Federal SEZ Authority:

(d) Federal Secretaries of lndustries & Production, Planning Development
and Special lnitiatives, Commerce, Finance (Main), lnter Provincial
Coordination, Power, Energy, or their nominee not below BP5-21:

(e) two private members to be appointed by the Federal Covernment on
such terms and conditions as it rnay determine. The members shall be
of known integrity and competence with at least ten years of
experience in the field of law. economics, technology, or finance,
coupled with experience in the rndustrial Jector:

(f) President of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and
lndustry (FPCCI); and

(g) Member of each Province appointed by the Chief Minister of the
respective province, which member shall be of known integrity and
competence with at least ten years of experience in the field of law,
economics, technology, or finance, coupled with experience of the
industrial sector."

Clause 8

in clause 8, paragraph (a), in sub-paragraph (ii), in the proposed proviso, for the
word "shall", the word "may" shall be substituted.



(3) lnsertion of new Clause 12

After clause ll, the following new clause l2 shall be inserted, and the remaining clauses

shall be renumbered accordingly: -

"12 Amendment of section 20. Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 20. in sub-

section (2), in paragraph (ii), for the expression "i and" occurring at the end of a colon (:),

shall be substituted, and thereafter the following proviso shall be inserted. namely: -

"Provided that notwithstanding anything contained to the contrary,

in the case of public-private partnerships and private sector Special Economic

Zones, the Authority shall examine and approve zone entry applications,

allot land to such enterprises, and determine the price of the land so allotted

in accordance with the terms of the concession agreement or. as the ca5e may

be, the development agreement."

(4) Substitution of renumbered Clause l3

for renumbered clause (13), the following shall be substituted, namely: -

"13. Amendment of section 21, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 21, -

(i) in sub-section (2). in paragraph (iv), the word "Provincial" shall be omitted:
and
(ii) after sub-section (2). the following new sub-section (3) shall be inserted.
namely: -

"(3) ln the case of public-private partnerships and private sector Speciai
Economic Zones, the terms of the concession agreement executed between
the relevant Provincial Authority or company and the Developer shall
prevail over the terms of the development agreement."

(5) lnsertion of new Clause l5

after renumbered clause 14, the following new clause 15 shall be inserted, and the
remaining clauses shall be renumbered, accordingly: -

-15. Amendment of section 23, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section

23. in sub-section (3). paragraph (a), shall be omitted."

(6) lnsertion of new Clause l9

after renumbered clause 18, the following new clause'19 shall be inserted, and the
remaining clauses shall be renumbered, accordingly: -

'19. Amendment of rection 34, Act XX of 2012. - ln the said, in section 34: -



(j). in sub-section (2), after paragraph (iii). following new paragraph (iv) shall

be added, namely: -

"(iv) such additional benefits granted by BOA to the relevant hi'tech industry

or particular region shall be available to any other 5EZs established or to be

established with the relevant hi-tech industry or established or to be

established in particular region."

(ii). In sub*ection (3), in paragraph (i), for the word, "development" the word,

"developer" shall be substituted."

(7) lnsertion of new Clause 22

after renumbered clause 21, the following new clause 22, shall be inserted, namely:-

"22. Amendment of section 40, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 40, the

existing section shall be renumbered as (l), ar-rd thereafter the following new sub-

section (2) shall be added, namely: -

"(2) ln case of any conflict between this Act and any rules and regulations

made under this Act, the provisions of this Act shall prevail."

4. The Committee recommended that the Bill, as r,:ported by the Standing Committee,
placed at Annex-B, may be passed by the National A.ssembly.

sd/_
(SAEED AHMAD MAITLA)

Acting Secretary

lslamabad. the 4th May, 2026

sd/-
(SYED NAVEED QAMAR)

Chairman
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T AS INTRoDUcED IN THE NATIoNAL ASsEMBLYI

BILt

further to amend tE Special honomic Zones Act, 2O12

WHEARAEI, it is cxpedicnt furthcr to amend the Specia.l Economic Zones

Acl,2Ol2 (XX of2012), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hcreby cnacted as followg: -

1. Short tltle arrd cotumcaccoont. - (f) This Act shall be called

the Special Economic Zrnce (Amendment) Act, 2O26.

{2) [t shall come into force at once. 
-_.9Y

2. Arnendnent of roctlou 3, {&t )O( ot ZgiZ. - ln the Special

Economic Zones Act, 2Ol2 (fr< of 20l2)4flrcrei,4afte1 t"it'crred to as the said Act,

in section 3, for clausc (I), the foUoTd".-pfl'lgu"ututed, namely: -

..{o' u'' ,,''"
'(I) "SEz Authoripl meg)/s tfFcderal or, as the case may be, a

Provincial sEz ef?"**t*tablished under section 10;'.
)

L..c
3, AInerrdrnont of cqgtloa 5, Act XK ol 2O12. - In tJ.e said Act, in

section 5, in sub-section {Q}"for the words't}re Provincial", t}re word "a" shall

be substituted ..C

4. Arnendeeat of loctlon 8, Act )O( ot 2A12, - In the said Act, in

section 8, sub-section (2), shall be omitte d.

5, Aaendreeat of goctlon 9, Act :O( oI 2012. - In the said Act, in

section 9, -

A

(a) in the rider clause, the expression '(1)', shall bc om(tted;

(b)

and

in clause (a), the word 'Provincial', shall be omitted.
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6. A-rneldmcnt of rcction 10, Act XX of 2O12. - In the said Act, in

section 10, -

(a) in sub-section (1), after the full stop at the end, the following

expression shall be inserted, namcty:-

'"Thc Fcdera.l Government shall, by notifrcation in the

official Gazette, establish a Federal SEZ Authority for the

Islamabad Capital Territory and SEZs established by the

Federal Covernment.";

7. Amcndmelt of soctlot :r2, Act frL of 2c.12. --- In the said Act. in

section 12, for sub-section (1|i.tde following shall be substituted, namely: -

"(1) Where a.{EZ is proposed to be established by a Province, the

zone applichiion shali be submitted to the BOA by the SEZ

Authority of that Province. Where a SEZ is proposed to be

establishid by the Federal Government, the zone applicationphall

be submitted to the BOA by the Federal SEZ Authority.". !.

8. Amondmerlt of acctlon 13, Act XK of 2O12. - ln the said Act, in

section 13, -

(a) in sub-section (1), for the words'a developcr", the words "one

or more developers' and for the full stop, at thc end, a colon

t\

(b)

(c)

Ct

in sub-section (3), after ttp'$ord 'Baehl the word 'Provincial'

shall be inserted; and.\+" ^..'-' \\'
. j ..ri* .g-,.f .r)" ..fi''

in sub-section p1, 1r-rsiiolqi"in its respective Province', shall

be omitted".r" ,l't" .id:.: -i.-_r.

b.Ev?
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(b) in sub-section (5), the word "jointly' shatl be omitted alrd altcr

thc word 'and", the worda and comma "whcre an SEZ is
proposed to be established by a Proving also' shall be

insertcd. - P.

*'" di'
9, Amendasnt of ooctlon f.fi,"+* of.)orz, - ln the said Act, in

section 15, in sub-section tf l, rf,etr;"-r#;$f uthoritr', the words 'of the

territory or Provincc' shall bc q*fr.a6d' a.'l'"

"s- c'' *re
10. Amcadmont of eoi6oa$, Act xx of 2oL2, - In thc said Act, in

section 16, in sub-section tt), -".f
d?'

{a} in clause^i(dfl for t}re words '"t' 
ffi 

the word 'upto" shall be

subsututed; and ,-nry''

shall bc substituted and thereafter the following proviso shall

bc addcd, namely: -

'Provided that more than one developer shall only be

sclcctcd whcrc thc arca of the zonc is at least one thousald

acres and cach developer is allotted at least live hundred acres

therefrom.", and

(b) in clausc (i), for thc word "Provincial", the word "concerncd"

shall be substituted.

11. A.uoad.mgrrt of ractlon 17, Act 7an of 2OL2. - In the said Act, in

section 17, in clausc (n), aftcr the words 'Proyinccs", the words "or territorics"

shall be insertcd. I'
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section 21 , in sub-section (2), in clause (iv), the word "Provincid" shall be

omitted,

13. Amcndmcat of aoctloa 22, Act )5. oI 2OL2. - In the said Act, in

scction 22, -

(a) in sub-section l2l, for the word "Provincial', the word

"concerned" ehall be substitutcd; and

(b) sub-section {7), shaU be omitted.

"s14. Arreodmeat of .ectlon 24, Act frl of 2O].2,,t-ln the said Act, rn

sectjon 24, in sub-section (2), for the wgAs "SEZ ,$rilrority of the relevanr

Province", the words "relevant SOZ nutl&iq4.€ila[ Ul subsUruted.

;: .rl' .-i19

15. ArDGadnent or re11$n ad eqq lix ot 2fl12. - In the oaid Act, in
\\ ,\' {1

section 27, in sub-section (Qt= 
, O ..")'
:: ..d-

(a) for cl.ause (r),iiffe following shall be substituted, namely: -

"(i) the$*eral and Provincial Governments to ensure, at

gdiernment expense in the case of SEZs established
!1^'\ on public land or by public sector entities, the

provision of road access, all utilities including

electricity, gas, telecommunication services andp(her

essential facilities upto thc desigrrated zerol point

within one year of the notifieation of the SEZ. The

BOA may, on a caae by case basis, also allow suCh

provision at government expense for SEZs

established by privatc parties; as per criteria

approved by it; and

(b) clause (ii) shall be omitted.
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16, AEeDdrEe,ot of aectloB 29, Act >A< ot 2012. - In the said Act, in
section 29, iyr sub-section (3), in clause (i), after the words'hovince', tJ.e

words "or territo4l shall be inserted.

L7. Aacndrr.cnt of goction 37, Act fr{. pI 2012. - in thc said Act, in
section 37, for clause (b), the following shall be subsdfuted, namely: -

"{b) exemption from all taxes on income for entcrprises

commencing commercial production for thc next terl ycaJs or

until thc thirtieth day ofJune 2035, whichever is earlier.".

-"t'.
18. Arnordmort of soction 38, Act xX of 2Of Qr 

PItn thc said Act, for

section 38, the following shall bc substitut{f,i na mely:.q1!"
Q-1 a1 ^\''38. Estrbllshment ofdspitcfil-dpbmalc Zone Appeltate

Trtbu:ral.- (1) A Spccial.,S3":#;" zryit eppettate Trlbunai shall be

cstablishcd and no cbur$fiall.{.&ie@gnizance of any lcgal disputc undcr

this Act or the rule$-og4ISu]qd5"s made tlereundcr to which thc
juridiction of thc Special ecppS'mic zonc Appellatc Tribunal extende.

o'
(2) Notwithstan{y! anfthing contained therein, the Federai

Government may, qg-r;otification in the official Gazctte, designate an

existing tribunal .eliablished under any othcr iaw to cxcrcigc the powers

and perform the funclions of the Special Economic Zone Appcllate

Tribunal under this Act.

(3) The Ttibunal constituted undcr sub-section {1} sha-ll have

exclusive jurisdiction to determine all matters pertaining to this Act, any

rules or regulations made pursuant to this Act and the opcration and

implementation this Act or such rules or regulations by alty person or

body empowered by, under or by virtue of this Act or such nly or

regulation, including rvithout limiting thc gcncrality of thc forcgoirg, the

exercise of powcrs and functions by thc BOA, Approval Committee, BOI,
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-- - - SEZ Authorig, SEZ Corrlmittea or-an-ioterim-cdeinis+rator-appeiate*$f--
an SEZ Authority:

Proqided that the foregoing shall not includc aervice matt€rs

pertaining to civil servants as defined in the Civil Servants Act, 1973

(DotI of 1973).

(a) The Tribunal shall consist of a chairman and two other

membcrs. The chairman and mcmbers shall be appointed by the Fedcral

Govemment on ouch terms and conditions as it may determinc.

(5) The Chairman of the Ttibunat shall be advocate of known

integrity and competence with at least twenty yeartfof exlrerience in

commercial matters and thc members of ,Jre tribueqGhall be persons of

known integrity and having proresqlstlt 
"*p"riun}" 

of at least ten years

in the field of law, 
""orro-i",.fJ"irp'dl'ory^ot, 

fi.,ur.,"e, coupled with

experience of the industria.l g.di€orr..at' ,. ?,6'

(6) The Chairm"n$"a AJ.qg* of the Tribunal constituted under

sub-section (i) shalt f,t rAaff".^Ot'a period of three years and shall be

eligible for .""ppoirrt**Jt55 )l"irnit", term or terms or until attaining

the age of sixty-eight yea6^in case of the chairman and sixty-two years in
'D'the case of a mcmbel4hichever is earlier.

(7) The Tridrlial sha-ll decide a matter expeditiously but not later

than three months of its frling before the said tribunal.

Explanation - It is clarified that the timeframe for rendering a def,tsion

(8) The Tribunal for the purpose of deciding an appeal be deemgd

to be a civil court and shall have all the powers vested in such court

under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 19O8) and judgcments

of such tribunal shall be deemed to be decree of a civil court issued

under Act V of 1908.
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(9) Any person aggricved by an order, judgement or decree of t.l.e
Ttibunal undcr tJ..is scction may prefer an appcal to the Supreme Court
of Pakistan within sixty days.'.

STATEMENT Otr OBJECTS AND REASONS

*- Thc purposc of tlrc arlcrdrnsnts L lo cncoussgc dcvcloFEant of Spclid Ecolomi" 7"nas 
-by foricrhg inccnrives, iBriruting an invcaor fiicodly frsm.uro* ard providlng an npc.lirious

disputc rxolution proccdure.

2. Thc Eill is aimcd to achisvc thc Ebovc stalcd obirt!.

L-* /.\--4
(Qrlrar Ahmcd Shclkh)

Fcdcrel Mlnbtcr for Bo.rd otlnvcrtEctrt

I

/,



ANNEX-B

IAS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMIfiEE]

A

BILL

further to amend the Special Economic Zonet Act, 2012

WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Special Economic Zones Act, 2012

(XX of 2012), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

l. Short title and commencement. -(l) This Act shall be called the Special Economic

Zones (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) lt shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 3, Act XX of 2012. - ln the Special Economic Zones Act, 2012

(XX of 2012), hereinafter referred to as the said Acl, in section 3, for paragraph (l), the

following shall be substituted, namely: -

" (l) SEZ Authority" means the Federal or, as the case may be, a Provincial SEZ

Authority established under section l0;"

3. Amendment of section 5, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 5, in sub-

section (2), for the expression, "the Provincial", the'.vord "a" shall be substituted.

4. Amendment of section 8, Act XX of 2012.- In the said Act. in section 8, sub-section

(2) shall be omitted.

5. Amendment of section 9, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 9;-

(a) in the rider clause, the parentheses and the number "(1)" shall be omitted;

and

(b) in paragraph (a), the word "Provincial" shall be omitted.

6. Amendment of section lO, Act XX ol 2012.- In the said Act, in section lO; -

(a) in sub-section (l), after the full stop at the end, the following shall beadded,

namely: -
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"The Federal Government shall, by notification in the official 6azette, establish a

Federal SEZ Authority for the lslamabad Capital Territory and SEZs enablished by

the Federal Government. The Federal SEZ Authority shall only oversee the relevant

SEZ to be established by the Federal Covernment on land held in the name of the

Covernment of Pakistan or established on provincial land after conJent of the

reJpective provincial government." ;

(b) in sub-section (3), after the word "Each" the word "Provincial" shall be

inserted;

(c) After sub-section (3), a new sub-section (3A) shall be inserted, namely:

"(3A) The Federal 5EZ Authority shall consist of. -
(a) A Chairperson, who may be the Minister in charge Chairman of the

Board of lnvestment;
(b) Secretary. Board of lnvestment, (who shall chair the Federal SEZ

Authority in absence of the Chairperson), act as Vice President;

(c) A Chief Executive Officer who may be appointed by the Prime

Minister and shall be the Secretary of the Federal SEZ Authority;
(d) Federal Secretaries of lndustries & Production, Planning Development

and Special lnitiatives, Commerce, Finance (Main), lnter Provincial
Coordination, Power, Energy or their nominee not below BP5-21:

(e) Two (2) private members to be appointed by the Federal Covernmenl
on such terms and conditions as it may determine. The members shall

be of known integrity and competence with at least ten yearr of
experience in the field of law, economics, technology or finance,

coupled with experience of the industrial section;
(f) President of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and

Industry (FPCCI); and
(g) Member of each Province appointed by the Chief Minirter of the

reipective province, which member shall be of known integrity and
competence with at least ten years of experience in the field of law,
economics, technology or finance, coupled with experience of the

industrial ,ection."
(d) in sub-section (4), the expression, "in its respective Province" shall be

omitted.

7. Amendment of section 12, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 12, for sub-

section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely: -

Page 2 of 7



"(1) Where a SEZ is proposed to be established by a Province, the zone

application shall be submitted to the BOA by the SEZ Authority of that

Province. Where a SEZ is proposed to be established by the Federal

6overnment, the zone application shall be submitted to the BOA by the

Federal SEZ Authority."

8. Amendment of section 13, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 13, -

(a) in sub+ection (1); -

(i) for the expression "a developer", the expression "one or more

developers" shall be substituted.

(ii) for the full ,top, at the end. a colon shall be substituted and thereafter the

following proviso shall be added, name,y: -

"Provided that more than one developer may only be selected where

the area of the zone is more than one thousand acres and each developer is

allotted not less than five hundred acres.", and

(b) in sub-section (5);

(i) the word "jointly" shall be omitted: and

(ii) far the expression "on behalf of the respective Provincial 6overnment",

the expression "and the authorized reprerentative of the Developer" shall be

substituted.

9. Amendment of section 15, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 15, in sub-

section (1), after the word "Authority", the expression "of the territory or Province" shall

be inserted.

lO. Amendment of section 16, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 16, in sub-

section (l), -

(a) in paragraph (c), for the expression "at least", the expression "up to" shall be

substituted: and

(b) in paragraph (i), for the word "Provincial", the word "concerned" shall be

substituted.

ll. Amendment of section 17, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 17, in

paragraph (n), after the expression "Provinces", the expression "or territories" shall be

inserted.
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12. Amendment of Section 2O, Act XX of 2012.- In the said Act, in section 2O. in sub-

section (2). in paragraph (ii), for the exprersion "l and" occurrinS at the end a colon (:),

shall be substituted, and thereafter the following proviso shall be inserted, namely:-

"Provided that notwilhstanding anything contained to the contrary, in the

care of public-private partnerships and private sector Special Economic Zones, the

Authority shall examine and approve zone entry applications, allot land to such

enterprises. and determine the price of the land so allotted in accordance with the

terms of the concession agreement or. as the case may be, the development

aSreement."

13. Amendment of section 21, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 21, -

(i) in sub-section (2), in paragraph (iv). the word "Provincial" shall be omitted;
and
(ii) after sub-section (2), the following new sub-section (3) shall be inserted,
namely: -

"(3) ln the case of public-private partnerships and private sector Special

Economic Zones, the terms of the concession agreement executed between
the relevant Provincial Authority or company and the Developer shall
prevail over the terms of the development agreement."

14. Amendment of section 22, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act. in section 22, -

(a) in sub-section (2), for the word "Provincial", the word "concerned" shall be

substituted; and

(b) sub*ection (7) shall be omitted.

15. Amendment of rection 23, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 23, sub-

section (3), paragraph (a), shall be omitted.

16. Amendment of section 24, Ad XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, in section 24, in sub-

section (2), for the expression, "SEZ Authority of the relevant Province", the expression,

"relevant SEZ Authority" shall be substituted.

17. Amendment of section 27, Act XX of 2012. - ln the said Act, in section 27 , in sub-

section (l), -

(a) for paragraph (i), the following shall be subitituted, namely: -

'(i) the Federal and Provincial covernments to ensure, at Sovernment

expense in the case of SEZs established on public land or by public sector
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entities. the provision of road access, all utilities including electricity, gas,

telecommunication services, and other essential facilities up to the

designated zero point within one year of the notification of the SEZ. The

BOA may, on a case by case basis, also allow such provision at government

expense for 5EZs establiJhed by private parties; as per criteria approved

by it; and"

(b) clause (ii) shall be omitted.

18. Amendment of section 29, Act XX ol 2012.- ln the said Act, in rection 29, in sub-

section (3), in paragraph (i), after the expression "Province", the expression "or territory"

shall be inserted.

"19. Amendment of rection 34, Act XX of 2012. - In the said. in section 34: -

in sub-section (2). after paragraph (iii), a new paragraph (iv) shall be added,

namely: -

"(iv) such additional benefits granted by BOA lo the relevant hi-tech industry or

particular region shall be available to any other 5EZs established or to be

established with the relevant hi-tech industry or e(ablished or to be enablished in

the particular region."

(ii). In sub-section (3), in paragraph (i), for the word "development", the word

"developer" shall be substituted."

19. Amendment of section 37. Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act. in section 37, for

paragraph (b) and the proviso thereto, the following shall be substituted, namely: -

"(b) exemption from all taxes on income for enterprises commencing commercial

production for the next ten years or until the thirtieth day of June 2O35,

whichever is earlier."

20. Amendment of section 38, Act XX of 2012.- ln the said Act, for section 38, the

following shall be substituted, namely: -

"38. Enablishment of Special Economic Zone Appellate Tribunal. - (1) A

Special Economic Zone Appellate Tribunal sh,tll be established, and no court shall
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take cognizance of any legal dispute under this Act or the rules or regulations made

thereunder to which the jurisdiction of the Special Economic Zone Appellate

Tribunal extends.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained therein, the Federal 6overnment

may, be notification in the official 6azette, designate an existing tribunal established

under any other law to exercise the powers and perform the functions ofthe Special

Economic Zone Appellate Tribunal under this Act.

(3) The Tribunal constituted under sub-section (1) shall have exclusive

jurisdiction to determine all matters pertaining to this Act, any rules or regulations

made pursuant to this Act and the operation and implementation this Act or such

rules or regulations by any person or body empowered by, under or by virtue of

this Act or such rule or regulation, including without limiting the generality of the

foregoing, the exercise of powers and functions by the BOA, Approval Committee,

BOl,sEZ Authority, SEZ Committee or an interim administrator appointed by an

5EZ Authority:

Provided that the foregoing shall not include service matters pertaininS to

civil servants as defined in the Civil Servants Act, 1973 (LXXI of 1973).

(4) The Tribunal shall consist of a chairman and two other members. The

chairman and members shall be appointed by the Federal Government on such

terms and conditions as it may determine.

(5) The Chairman of the Tribunal shall be an advocate of known integrity

and competence with at least twenty years of experience in commercial matters and

the members of the tribunal shall be persons of known integrity and havins

professional experience of at least ten years in the field of law, economics,

technology, or finance, coupled with experience of the industrial section.

(6) The Chairman and members of the Tribunal constituted under sub-section

(1) shall hold office for a period of three years and shall be eligible for

reappointment for a similar term or terms or until attaininS the age of sixty-eight
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years in case of the chairman and sixty-two years in the case of a member, whichever

is earlier.

(7) The Tribunal shall decide a matter expeditiously but not later than three

months of its filing before the said tribunal.

Explanation. - lt is clarified that the timeframe for rendering a decision within three

months is mandatory and not directory.

(B) The Tribunal for the purpose of deciding an appeal be deemed to be a

civil court and shall have all the powers vested in such a court under the Code of

Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 19O8) and.iudgmenti of such tribunal shall be

deemed to be a decree of a civil court issued under Act V of 1908.

(9) Any person aggrieved by an order, judgment or decree of the Tribunal under

this section may prefer an appeal to the Supreme Court of Pakistan within sixty

days."

21. Amendment of section 40, Act XX of 2012.- In the said Act, the existing text shall

be designated as sub-section (l), and thereafter the following new sub-section (2) shall be

added, namely: -

"(2) ln case of any conflict between this Act and any rules and regulations made

under this Act, the provisions of this Act shall p,revail."

STATEMENT OF OBJECT' AND REASON5

The purpose of the amendments is to encourage development of special economic zones by
fostering incentives, instituting and investor friendly frame work, and providing an
expeditious dispute resolution procesr.

2. The Bill aimed to achieve the above-stated objects.

sd/-
(Qaiser Ahmed Jheikh)

Federal Minister for the Board of lnvestment
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