NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
AND TELECOMMUNICATION ON THE PAKISTAN TELECOMMUNICATION (RE-
ORGANIZATION) (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026

. Chairman of the Standing Committee on Information Technology and

Telecommunication, have the honour to present this report on the Bill further to amend the

2

Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-organization) Act, 1996 (XVII of 1996) [The Pakistan
Telecommunication (Re-organization) (Amendment) Bill, 2026] (Government Bill), referred to

the Standing Committee on 16" January, 2026.

2. The Committee comprises the following:-

Q)] Syed Amin Ul Haq Chairman
(2)  Mr. Ahmad Atteeq Anwer Member
3) Mr. Ammar Ahmad Khan Leghari Member
4) Rana Iradat Sharif Khan Member
(5) Mr. Zulfigar Ali Bhatti Member
(6) Ms. Gulnaz Shahzadi Member
(7) Ms. Shazia Farid Member
(8) Syed Ali Qasim Gillani Member
9 Dr. Mahesh Kumar Malani Member
(10)  Mr. Sadiq Ali Memon Member
(11)  Ms. Sharmila Sahiba Faruqui Hashaam Member
(12) Mr. Ahmad Saleem Siddiqui Member
(13) Ms. Aasia Ishaque Siddiqui Member
(14)  Mr. Pullain Baloch Member
(15) Mr. Adil Khan Bazai Member
(16)  Mr. Gohar Ali Khan Member
(17)  Mr. Sher Ali Arbab Member
(18)  Mr. Awais Haider Jakhar Member
(19)  Mr. Umair Khan Niazi Member
(20)  Mr. Usama Ahmed Mela Member
(21)  Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja, Ex-officio Member

Minister for Information Technology
and Telecommunication

3. The Committee considered the Bill, as introduced in the National Assembly, placed at
Annexure- A, in its meetings held on 19" January,12® February, 2026, and proposed the

following amendments, therein:

(1) Amendment in Clause 2

In clause 2;

(i).  for paragraph (a), the following shall be substituted, namely:

“(a) for paragraph (fa), the following shall be substituted, namely;-



(fa) “Federal Government” means the Federal Government as defined in the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan;”

(i).  In paragraph (c), in proposed clause (ma), for the semicolon appearing at the end, a colon

shall be substituted, and thereafter the following proviso shall be added, namely:

“Provided that for the purposes of this clause, private access shall include:

() individual private ownership, being land, premises or property owned or lawfully
possessed by a natural person; and

(ii) collective or organized private ownership, being land, premises or property owned,
managed or administered by a private housing society, cooperative housing scheme,
residential or commercial estate management entity, or any similar private body
registered or unregistered, but not defined as a public authority under this Act.”

2) Amendment in Clause 6

In clause 6;
(a) in the proposed section 27A;

(1).  for Sub-section (3), the following shall be substituted, namely:

“(3) To avail the rights of access or usage granted under sub-section (1), the licensee shall seek
the approval of the owner, lessee, or tenant of the relevant property, land, or premises for the
proposed mode of execution through registered mail and courier service, where no response is
received from the owner, lessee or tenant within fifteen days of receipt of such request, the
licensee shall issue a mandatory reminder.

(a) In the case of public access for telecommunication infrastructure, if no response is
received within thirty days of receipt of the initial request by the Public Authority,
despite issuance of the mandatory reminder, the request shall be deemed to have been
approved.

(b) In the case of private access for telecommunication infrastructure, if no response is
received within thirty days of receipt of the initial request, despite issuance of the
mandatory reminder, the licensee may refer the matter to the appropriate government
for resolution. .

(¢) In the case of collective or organized private ownership, being land, premises, or
property owned, managed, or administered by a private housing society, cooperative
housing scheme, residential or commercial estate management entity, or any similar
private body, whether registered or unregistered, the request shall, notwithstanding
non-response, be deemed to have been approved.

Provided that the owner, lessee, or tenant may impose conditions on the timing or manner of
execution for access by licensee for telecommunication infrastructure, and the licensee shall not
hinder the owner’s, lessee’s, or tenant’s use or access of the property.”

(i).  in sub section (4), for the full stop appearing at the end, a colon shall be substituted, and

thereafter the following proviso shall be added, namely:

“Provided that while executing any works under this section, the licensee shall
endeavor to avoid crossing a permanent building.”



(iii).  for Sub-section (5), the following shall be substituted, namely:

“(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any other law, rules, regulations, bye-
laws, or contracts for the time being in force.

(a) no charges, fee, rent, of any nature whatsoever shall be demanded, levied or recovered by any
public authority, owner, lessee or tenant in respect of public access for telecommunication
infrastructure for the rights of access or usage granted under sub-section (1);

(b) in respect of private access for telecommunication infrastructure,—

(i) where the access relates to individual private ownership by a natural person, the
licensee and the owner, lessee or tenant may mutually agree upon charges, fee or rent for
such access. and where such charges, compensation or consideration are not mutually
agreed, the matter shall be referred to the appropriate Government for resolution.

(ii) where the access relates to collective or organized private ownership, including
private housing societies, cooperative housing schemes, residential or commercial or non-
commercial estate management entities, cantonments, defence housing authorities, or
similar organized private developments registered or unregistered, owned or controlled
directly or indirectly by the Federal Government, Provincial Governments or local
governments, no charges, fee, rent, consideration or compensation shall be demanded,
levied or recovered in respect of such access;

(c) no charges shall be imposed in respect of the approved mode or manner of execution of
works undertaken for restoration purposes, and the licensee shall remain responsible for the
repair, maintenance, and restoration of the affected area to its original condition in accordance
with the agreed specifications and standards.”

(b) in the proposed section 27B, for sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted,

namely:

“(1). The appropriate government may impose a fine as may be determined by the
Federal Government through a Gazette notification on any owner, lessee, tenant or entity
that obstructs or delays the grant of rights under section 27A.”

3) Amendment in Clause 7

In clause 7, in paragraph (a), in the proposed sub-section (2), in the Table, against entry 5
in column (1), for the existing corresponding entry in column (2), the following shall be
substituted, namely:-

“In addition to the independent Member appointed at serial number I, the Federal
Government shall appoint three Independent Members from the private sector,
each possessing not less than ten years of relevant professional experience, along
with the requisite qualifications, competence and knowledge in the fields of
telecommunication, law, finance or any other relevant field, and at least one of
such Independent Members shall be a woman.”

4) Amendment in Clause 8

In clause 8, in proposed section 41A; -

(i). for sub section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely; -
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(ii).

“(1)- There shall be a Managing Director of the National Telecommunication Corporation
who shall be appointed by the Federal Government from amongst three candidates
recommended by the Board of Directors with a three-fourth majority, which shall include
the vote of the ex-officio member of the Division to which the business of the National
Telecommunication Corporation stands allocated with the following qualifications and
experience. —

(a) A Ph.D. in Telecommunication, Electrical, Electronic, ICT, or Computer
System Engineering from an HEC recognized institution or university, or a
foreign well-reputed and recognized university, with at least seven (7) years of
professional experience in the relevant field; or

A Master’s degree in Telecommunication, Electrical, Electronic, ICT, or
Computer System Engineering from an HEC recognized university, or a foreign
well-reputed and recognized university, with at least nine (9) years. of professional
experience in the relevant field.

(b) Have at least five (5) years of senior leadership experience in a large ICT or
telecommunications organization, or service provider and demonstrate a proven
track record of successfully leading large-scale ICT or telecom projects and
programs, implementing organizational change, and managing large technical
teams.”

for sub section (8), the following shall be substituted, namely; -

“(8) The Federal Government may remove the Managing Director, before the completion
of his term except on the recommendation of the Board of Directors, which shall be based
on the outcome of the performance evaluation conducted under this section or on any
other just cause, and such recommendation shall clearly record the reasons for
recommending the removal.”

The Committee recommended that the Bill, as reported by the standing committee placed
at ANNEX-B, may be passed by the National Assembly.
-Sd/-

(SYED AMIN UL HAQ)
-Sd/- Chairman

(SAEED AHMAD MAITLA)
Acting Secretary
Islamabad, the 3" March 2026



ANNEXURE-A

[AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A

Bill

further to amend the Pakistan Telecommunication {(Re-organization) Act, 1996

\._a‘_\
1,. ¥.

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Telecommunlcatron (Re-

organization) Act, 1996 (XVII of 1996}, in the man ir and for the J;uﬂ}pses hereinafter
L

appearing; L

It is hereby enacted as fotlows: - o

1. Short title and

Telecommunication (Re-org_a?i_ié‘ti

o

(2) It shall come into for;e a}ogqe
P JJ :‘.,#v
2. Amendment of sectqon 2, Act XVI of 1996. - In the Pakistan

Telecommunication (Re—é"ﬁ%mzatlon) Act, 1996 (XVII of 1996), hereinafter referred to as the

said Act, in sectloq-i =

[ °

(a} clause {fa) shall be omitted;

(b) after clause (h), the following new cl‘;a;usg (ha) shail be mserted namely: -
:fl.',fﬁ’ _"‘3." i

'Z--' ‘: e

“(ha) “Managing Director” erns the ,Manzggmg Director of the National

Telecommumcaﬂon Corpo;g:taon ap’pom’fed under section 41A7;

h.' ’W "‘1*
(‘ - 3

(c) for clause (ma} (mb?and(md t gfl;ﬁ owing shall be substituted, namely: —

B ',;
{ma} “Private Access for: 'I’efecommumcatlon Infrastructure” means land,

%-
premises, or prdperty that is owned, managed, maintained, or repaired
by any pergoﬁ or entity other than a public authority, and which may be

acggjsed or used by a licensee for the purposes set out in section 27A;

mbﬁ’Publlc Authority” for the purposes of clauses (ma), (mc) and (gb}, means

the local authority, corporatlon provincial or Federal Government, or



any other public body which owns, manages, maintains, or repairs such

land, premises or property as mentioned in the said clauses;

-~~~ —{mc}—"public -access—for Telecommunication -Infrastructure” means land,
premises, or property that is owned, managed, maintamed m‘apmred
by a public authority, and which may be accessed or u,a{_g EJY a licensee

for the purposes set out in sectmn&??\ LR o
q‘d;\l‘ > o s'&;y
(d) for clause (gb), the following sﬁﬂfg‘é swutgd n)%mely -
B O

“(gb) “access by lice ‘}‘ icatnon Infrastructure” means the
P

?
: m!ﬁ'

mfrastrua% op‘inca! fiber cables, telecom towers or related equipment

and SEWICG% in accordance with section 27A.”
N -

3. Amermmznt of section 3, Act XVII of 1996. - In the said Act, in section 3, -

* 1" T

(a) iR sub -section (2), for the words “Federal Government”, whereye?%tcurrmg
the words “Prime Minister” shall be substntuted "‘

(b) in sub-section (3), for the wordla% ederal Govemnjent” the words “Prime
Minister” shall be substituteg; 3 r.‘{‘

*Fﬁk' .ﬁ,jg

(c) in sub-section (5) f h‘tﬁe ”—edefa'”l Govemmeﬁt” the words “Prime

Minister” sha bsu ? i

w ST f
(d) for sub- section (7%1& ing shall be substituted namely: -

i*aﬁ
“(7) The C’hau‘[ia;i and members of the Authority shall be paid such

remuneration fr thgir-respective terms of office as may be determined by the Federal
"'a.l B

Governmen oL

4. "Rmendment of section 14, Act XVII of 1996. - In the said Act, for section 14,

following shall be substituted, namely: -



“14. Maintenance of accounts. — The accounts of the Authority shall be
maintained in accordance with the provisions of the Public Finance Management Act,

2019.".

5. Amendment of section 15, Act XVII of 1996. —In the said Act, in section 15, in
sub-section (3), for the words “Federal Government”, the words “Division to which business

of the Authority stands allocated” shall be substituted.-

6. Substitution of section 27A, Act XVII of 1996. - In the said Act, for section 27A, the

following shall be substituted, namely: -

“27A. Access by licensee for rTélecommunication infrastructure.— (1)
Notwithstanding anything contained to the contrary in any other law, rules,
regulation, policy, bye-laws, or contracts for the time being in force, for the purposes
of installation, deployment, operation or maintenance of any telecommunication
system, information and communication technology infrastructure, telecom tower
and related equipment or lying of optical fiber cables and related equipment, every
licensee shall, have the same rights of access or usage as defined and provided under

clauses {ma), {(mc) and (gb) of section 2 of this Act.

{2) No Owner, lessee, tenant or public or private entity shall hinder or

abridge the Rights granted under sub-section {1).

{3) To avail the rights of éccess or usage granted under sub-section (1), the
licensee shall seek the approval of the owner, lessee, or tenant of the relevant
property, land, or premises fbr the bfoposed mode of execution. If the owner, lessee
or tenant fails to respond to the request within twenty-one days after receiving such
request, the request shall be deemed to have been approved. The owner, lessee or
tenant may impose reasonable conditions on the timing or manner of executicn for

access by licensee for telecommunication infrastructure:

Provided that the licensee shall not unreasonably hinder the owner’s, lessee’s

or tenant’s use or access of the property.



(4) The licensee shall be responsible for the repair and maintenance of
such works and shall restore the affected area in its original condition in accordance
with the specifications and standards agreed upon by the respective owner, lessee or

tenant.

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or anyofher law, rules,
regulations, bye-laws, or contracts for the time being in force, no charges shall be
demanded or recovered in any form by the o»;vner, lessee, or te.hant of the relevant
property, land, or premises from a licensee for ‘fhé rights granted under sub-section
(1) for access by licensee for Tefe{:ommunf'caﬁonf{nfféstructures. No charges shall be
imposed in respect of the mode or manner of execution approved for the purpose of
restoration. The licensee shall be responsible for the repair and maintenance of such
works and shall restore the affected area to its original state in accordance with the

specifications and standards agreed upon.

{6) Once rights have been granted under this section and the licensee has
complied with the requirements thereof, the owner, lessee or tenant shall not

unilaterally alter the terms or revoke the permission granted.

27B. Enforcement. — (1) Any owner, l2ssee. tenant or entity that refuses,
obstructs, or delays the grant of Rights under section 27A, shall be liable to a fine up

to one million rupees by order of the appropriate government.

(2) In case of a dispute arising between the owner, lessee or tenant and
the licensee under Section .27A, the matter shall be referred to the appropriate
government for settlement. The apprbpria-:a? government shall nominate, by
notification in the official Gazette, an officer not below the rank of Secretary to the
said Government to act on its behalf for settiement of dispute within a maximum

period of forty-five days from the receipt of the complaint.

(3) The nominated officer may require any person, public authority, or
licensee to, produce and allow examination of any relevant document, record, or

material in their custody required for enforcing the provisions of this section and also



furnish any information or clarification deemed necessary for the purposes of

settlement of dispute.”.

7.

(a)

S.Ne

{1)
1.

o

w s

Amendment in section 41, Act XVIl of 1996. — (1) in section 41, -

<

a Board of Directors cons;stmgﬁf,té }% L. ‘g_e.g_-,&
':& Aoy
Hap® g 1‘\4 : 3)
One mdepencﬁ;nt M : aﬁomted by the Federal Chairman
Government : ;i&
Secretary of the fiwlswn ich the business of Information Member
Technofogy gnd Tglgcﬁmnunlcations stands allocated Ex-officio
Additional Secre‘l;{sw of the Division to which business of Member
Finance staan aliBcated Ex-officio
k., ;
Manggmg Dl rector Member
g, ition to the Independent Member appointed at Sr. No. Members
‘1 ‘Re Federal Government shall appoint three Independent (fndep,%??ﬂht)

‘Members from the private sector, each of whom shall _
possess the requisite qualifications, competence, knowledge S
and relevant professional experience, however at ieast one_. ‘f.-"; e

of such independent Members shall be a@éman o

as"‘b:'\} *3 2
Provided that subject to the S!ta‘tg Ownaﬁ‘{erﬁfse Act, 2023 (VI of 2023) offices of

the Chairman and the Managm&ﬁrectgr{s ’b ot separate, the quorum of a meeting of

,,«.\—n

the Board of directors shalffxot b'e, fose thah‘ﬂve members, inciuding not less than two

independent members and one'ex—ofﬁcfgﬁzmber present personally or through video-link.

(b)

{c)

-

‘,.~

in sub- secthn {SJ the word “it”, the words “the Board of Directors of the

Natlonal Ieiecommumcation Carporation” shall be substituted;
«;p -f
in°5 B section (7), the words “Federal Government” , the words “the Board

“iof Directors of the National Telecommunication Corporation” shall be

substituted;



{d) in sub-section {14), the words “aveilable for public inspection” the words
“nublished on the official website of National Telecommunication

Corporation” shall be substituted; and
{e) for sub-section (17), the following shall be substituted, namely: v?;?

“(17) The Board of Directors of the National Te!ecommumgg?pn Corporation

may make regulations for the manag ?ﬁ&d‘* pbéfatlo the business and
% fﬁ'{:lof{@“

activities of the National Teiecommu@:

8. Insertion of se pg}lA
41, amended as aforesaid, the ng &
%:‘ ¥

“41A. Mana’éi ggéadr r.:j‘:@e ational Telecommunication Corporation. -

{1) There shali be arﬂ;wg Director of the National Telecommunication

Corporation who sﬁ)aT! W"ﬁ&med by the Federal Government from amongst three
¥
candidates recommerfc\fléd by the Board of Directors with a three-fourth majority

which shall mclmje the vote of the ex-officio member of the Division to which business

9:*‘

of the Nal;“snai Telecommunication Corporation stands ailocated. @
i . * r\\v W
{2) No person shall be appointed as the Managing Director u%ess ‘the person

complies with and satisfies the fit and prope: yg’rena p!"éschbeq‘ln ‘the State-Owned
,’J"\ _'—\Q‘ LI 3 ,tf
Enterprises Act, 2023, ) g;‘; P w0y
RN e
4 a* "Fu'
(3} The Board of darector.;\g# the gﬁﬂona[ Telecommumcatlon Corporation

o

shall devise a transparent, ‘;ﬁgg'petgwé‘é‘nd o%jettwe procedure for scrutiny, snort
listing and mterv:ew %é gppﬂf 5 foJr post of Managing Director.

{4) The terms anaﬁnd i
shall be determmeﬁ by gg ;
®
File
t_h person holding the office of Managing Director on the date

S’ of the appointment of the Managing Director

d of Directors.

Provided t

fhent of this amendment Act shall continue as the Managing Director

of the comm
and wn@g'the office of Managing Director of the National Telecommunication

il o P
Corporé’céon till the end of his tenure, which may be extended for two years by the

Federal Government.



(5) The Managing Director of the National Telecommunication Corporation

shall including but not limited to, -

(a) be responsible for the day to day management of the National
Telecommunication Corporation; 1’5%

(b) ensure the proper implementation of strateg:es and pohqgé

(c) putin place appropriate arrangeﬁ@s to ens%ue thiagfj;tnds and resources

o T 8 ﬁ"'*
are properly safeguarded apndgare uséd' ec og'ﬂtaily, efficiently and
2T 08 SR

effectively and in acqppdance. i ﬁ,ob}ectwe of the National
Teiecommunic:igg porati 4 er statutory obligations.
:1 5 il 3 R B
(6) The Man ingaDirectay. pointed for a term of three years on a
«':ﬁ‘ﬂ.‘
performance- based c ntr éxte {e by another two years on demonstration of

substantial satisfactory perfip{q;anm
EE ,A.-* A
(7) The annual;pé’rformance review of the Managing Director shall be

undertaken by___%ard of Directors.

< ._ e

Prdwded that in case of his performance review, the Managing Dlregtor shall

not part:cnpate in that process. T

,- \‘a. '.
(8) Managing Director, once appoantedpéhali not'be rengé\;ed by the Federal

P R
Government before the completion of h|§{,grm excé‘gt on me'tecommendatlon of the

K%
Board of Directors, which recomme aﬁon ha Eset q,h ust cause for recommending
vi,, it

the removal.”. o X4 '9" ¥
‘w ",

9. Amendment qf;.emon @Act }yyfoi 1996 in the said Act, in section 43, in

H ; ‘ oy 3 2%

sub-section {2), - ﬁ~-’;_,-=- , 12;#
o ,f -
L

(a) in clause (:), for t‘?e wot'ds “tederal Government”, the words “Prime Minister”

shall be substltuthd
& \~. :
Ry

s
(b) We({x) for the words “Federal Government”, the words “Prime Minister”

e substituted; and

Y



(c) in the proviso, for the words “Federal Government”, the words “Prime

Minister” shall be substituted.

10. insertion of new section 58A, Act XVII of 1996. — In the said Act, after ::.ection

o g
il &

4
“58-A. Application of the State-Owned E_i;‘lterp?'sg‘s} Act, 2023.-
[} p 4

58, the following new section 58A, shall be inserted, namely: -

P DU Vit P 7 3 _
Notwithstanding anything contained in tf ﬁt, H __;‘S{a'tg- whied Enterprises Act,
e

Ra.
th‘:l‘s’f"Act and, in case of any

e
The Pakistan Telecommiiyifeati R Re-organization) Act, 1996 (the Act) provides the legal framework
for regulation and developm pfthe telecommunication sector in Pakistan. With the passage of time,

there is a need to update dl modemize the existing law to address emerging requirements of the sector.
Accordingly, the Pd.lg@ é}ecommunication (Re-organization) (Amendment) Bill, 2025 has been
formulated. g
~1\\§; . e
The proposed @mendment aims to strengthen the national Right of Way (RoW) regime for swift and
coordinated deployment of telecommunication infrastructure and associated netwé"k 'faéilities, and by
providing for a structured mechanism for resolution of complaints and sct_tlemg;_}" 'b_f:iispmcs along with
imposition of a fine of up to one million rupees in cases w&h;-&_f@i&‘delay in granting such
access, which is essential for development of the:t_ég?.ﬁ'i' wggc:i'g&nd fe %gﬁéﬂring seamless, affordable
and uninterrupted access to telecommunication fervices for uiis:};r_wrs- cross the country.
s e ‘“’,r .

g :
It also seeks to bring the Nationalﬁ iAo Qg&g‘gﬁ']on into conformity with the Staze-

Owned Lnterprises (Governance apd e Kc& 2033 (VII of 2023), in order to improve its
govemnance structure, operation nam ':paﬁ}i"and efficiency in line with applicable laws

governing state-owned entg: o ”%ﬁ& ) &%,

s ey h :
3 -.‘,h,‘, i f
Furthermore, the amendmcnt:p:_&ﬁ?éxbsmmion of section 3(7) relating to the Pakistan

Telecommunication Auth igg:(PT 9 Brder to provide for determination of remuneration of the
Chairman and Members of Tﬁﬁh ederal Government.
e

. replaces references to the “Federal Government™ with the appropriate
s provisions ofsthe Act, in order to ensure legal clarity, proper delegation
nent and operational efficiency, in pursuance of the decision of the Honourable
kistan in the Mustaf Impex case.

In addition, the amen

statutory authorities i
of powers, sector
Supreme Copet 4

-
y,

k{)!‘fu'-‘\i:\ F‘}.:L‘k‘/\.,\,m Pt t-‘l sAAGR “f =
(SHAZA FATIMA KHAWAJA)
Federal Minister for IT & Telecom




ANNEXURE-B
[ AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE |
A
Bill

further to amend the Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-organization) Act, 1996

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-
organization) Act, 1996 (XVII of 1996), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter

appearing;
It is hereby enacted as follows: -

M Short title and commencement. — (1) This Act shall be called the Pakistan

Telecommunication (Re-organization) (Amendment) Act, 2025.
(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 2, Act XVII of 1996. - In the Pakistan
Telecommunication (Re-organization) Act, 1996 (XVII of 1996), hereinafter referred to as the

said Act, in section 2, -
(a) For clause (fa) the following shall be substituted, namely: -

“(fa) “Federal Government” means the Federal Government as defined in the

Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan”
(b) after clause (h), the following new clause (ha) shall be inserted, namely: -

“(ha) “Managing Director” means the Managing Director of the National

Telecommunication Corporation appointed under section 41A”;
(c) For clause (ma), (mb) and (mc), the following shall be substituted, namely: —

(ma) “Private Access for Telecommunication Infrastructure” means land, premises, or
property that is owned, managed, maintained, or repaired by any person or entity
other than a public authority, and which may be accessed or used by a licensee for the

purposes set out in section 27A;

1|Page



Provided that for the purposes of this clause, private access shall include—

(i) individual private ownership, being land, premises or property owned or lawfully

possessed by a natural person; and

(i) collective or organized private ownership, being land, premises or property owned,
managed or administered by a private housing society, cooperative housing scheme,
residential or commercial estate management entity, or any similar private body

registered or unregistered, but not defined as a public authority under this Act.”

“(mb) “Public Authority” for the purposes of clauses (ma), (mc) and (gb), means the
local authority, corporation, provincial or Federal Government, or any other public
body indirectly or directly owned or controlled by the Federal Government or
Provincial Government or local Authority which owns, manages, maintains, or repairs

such land, premises or property as mentioned in the said clauses;

“(mc) ‘public access for Telecommunication Infrastructure’ means land, premises, or
property that is owned, managed, maintained, or repaired by a public authority, and
which may be accessed or used by a licensee for the purposes set out in section 27A;”

and
(d) for clause (gb), the following shall be substituted, namely: -

“(qb) ‘access by licensee for Telecommunication Infrastructure’ means the right of a
licensee to enter upon, use, or pass over land, premises, or property, whether public
or private, for the installation, deployment, operation, or maintenance of
telecommunication systems, ICT infrastructure, optical fiber cables, telecom towers or

related equipment and services, in accordance with section 27A.”.
3. Amendment of section 3, Act XVII of 1996. - In the said Act, in section 3, -

(a) in sub-section (2), for the expression “Federal Government”, wherever

occurring, the expression “Prime Minister” shall be substituted;

(b) in sub-section (3), for the expression “Federal Government”, the expression

“Prime Minister” shall be substituted;
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(c) in sub-section (5), for the expression “Federal Government”, the expression

“Prime Minister” shall be substituted; and
(d) for sub-section (7), the following shall be substituted namely: -

“(7) The Chairman and members of the Authority shall be paid such
remuneration for their respective terms of office as may be determined by the Federal

Government”

4, Amendment of section 14, Act XVII of 1996. — In the said Act, for section 14,

following shall be substituted namely: -

“14. Maintenance of accounts. — The accounts of the Authority shall be maintained in

accordance with the provisions of the Public Finance Management Act, 2019.”.

5. Amendment of section 15, Act XVIlI of 1996. — In the said Act, in section 15, in
sub-section (3), for the expression “Federal Government”, the expression “Division to which

business of the Authority stands allocated” shall be substituted.

6. Substitution of section 27A, Act XVII of 1996. - In the said Act, for section 27A, the

following shall be substituted, namely: -

_ “27A. Access by licensee for Telecommunication infrastructure. - (1)
Notwithstanding anything contained to the contrary in any other law, rules, regulation, policy,
bye-laws, or contracts for the time being in force, for the purposes of installation, deployment,
operation or maintenance of any telecommunication system, information and communication
technology infrastructure, telecom tower and related equipment or lying of optical fiber
cables and related equipment, every licensee shall, have the same rights of access or usage as

defined and provided under clauses (ma), (mc) and (qgb) of section 2 of this Act.

(2) No Owner, lessee, tenant or public or private entity shall hinder or abridge the

Rights granted under sub-section (1).

(3) To avail the rights of access or usage granted under sub-section (1), the licensee
shall seek the approval of the owner, lessee, or tenant of the relevant property, land, or
premises for the proposed mode of execution through registered mail and courier service,
where no response is received from the owner, lessee or tenant within fifteen days of receipt

of such request, the licensee shall issue a mandatory reminder.
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(a) In the case of public access for telecommunication infrastructure, if no response is
received within thirty days of receipt of the initial request by the Public Authority,
despite issuance of the mandatory reminder, the request shall be deemed to have
been approved.

(b) In the case of private access for telecommunication infrastructure, if no response
is received within thirty days of receipt of the initial request, despite issuance of
the mandatory reminder, the licensee may refer the matter to the appropriate
government for resolution.

(c) In the case of collective or organized private ownership, being land, premises, or
property owned, managed, or administered by a private housing society,
cooperative housing scheme, residential or commercial estate management entity,
or any similar private body, whether registered or unregistered, the request shall,

notwithstanding non-response, be deemed to have been approved.

Provided that the owner, lessee or tenant may impose conditions on the timing or
manner of execution for access by licensee for telecommunication infrastructure and the

licensee shall not hinder the owner’s, lessee’s or tenant’s use or access of the property.

(4) The licensee shall be responsible for the repair and maintenance of such works and
shall restore the affected area in its original condition in accordance with the specifications

and standards agreed upon by the respective owner, lessee or tenant;

Provided that while executing any works under this section, the licensee shall

endeavor to avoid crossing a permanent building.

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any other law, rules, regulations,

bye-laws, or contracts for the time being in force,—

(a) no charges, fee, rent, of any nature whatsoever shall be demanded, levied or
recovered by any public authority, owner, lessee or tenant in respect of public access for

telecommunication infrastructure for the rights of access or usage granted under sub-section

(1); .
(b) in respect of private access for telecommunication infrastructure,—

(i) where the access relates to individual private ownership by a natural person, the

licensee and the owner, lessee or tenant may mutually agree upon charges, fee or rent for
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such access. and where such charges, compensation or consideration are not mutually

agreed, the matter shall be referred to the appropriate Government for resolution.

(ii) where the access relates to collective or organized private ownership, including
private housing societies, cooperative housing schemes, residential or commercial or non-
commercial estate management entities, cantonments, defence housing authorities, or
similar organized private developments registered or unregistered, owned or controlled
directly or indirectly by the Federal Government, Provincial Governments or local
governments, no charges, fee, rent, consideration or compensation shall be demanded, levied

or recovered in respect of such access;

(c) no charges shall be imposed in respect of the approved mode or manner of
execution of works undertaken for restoration purposes, and the licensee shall remain
responsible for the repair, maintenance and restoration of the affected area to its original

condition in accordance with the agreed specifications and standards.

(6) Once rights have been granted under this section and the licensee has
complied with the requirements thereof, the owner, lessee or tenant shall not unilaterally

alter the terms or revoke the permission granted.

27B. Enforcement. — (1). The appropriate government may impose a fine as may be
determined by the Federal Government through a Gazette notification on any owner, lessee,

tenant or entity that obstructs or delays the grant of rights under section 27A.

(2) In case of a dispute arising between the owner, lessee or tenant and the
licensee under Section 27A, the matter shall be referred to the appropriate government for
settlement. The appropriate government shall nominate, by notification in the official Gazette,
an officer not below the rank of Secretary to the said Government to act on its behalf for
settlement of dispute within a maximum period of forty-five days from the receipt of the

complaint.

(3) The nominated officer may require any person, public authority, or licensee to,
produce and allow examination of any relevant document, record, or material in their custody
required for enforcing the provisions of this section and also furnish any information or

clarification deemed necessary for the purposes of settlement of dispute.”.
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7. Amendment in section 41, Act XVII of 1996. — in section 41, -
(a) for sub-section (2), the following shall be substituted, namely: -

“(2) The National Telecommunication Corporation shall be managed by a Board

of Directors consisting of, -

S. No Membership Status

(1) (2) (3)

1 One independent Member appointed by the Federal Chairman
Government

2. Secretary of the Division to which the business of Information Member
Technology and Telecommunications stands allocated Ex-officio

3. Additional Secretary of the Division to which business of Member
Finance stands allocated ' Ex-officio

4. Managing Director Member

5. In addition to the independent Member appointed at serial Members
number 1, the Federal Government shall appoint three (Independent)

Independent Members from the private sector, each
possessing not less than ten years of relevant professional
experience, along with the requisite qualifications,
competence and knowledge in the fields of
telecommunication, law, finance or any other relevant field,
and at least one of such Independent Members shall be a
woman.

Provided that subject to the State Owned Enterprises Act, 2023 (VI of 2023) offices of
the Chairman and the Managing Director shall be kept separate, the quorum of a meeting of
the Board of directors shall not be less than five members, including not less than two

independent members and one ex-officio member, present personally or through video-link.

(b) in sub-section (5), the word “it”, the expression “the Board of Directors of

the National Telecommunication Corporation” shall be substituted;

(c) in sub-section (7), the expression “Federal Government” , the expression
“the Board of Directors of the National Telecommunication Corporation” shall be

substituted;

(d) in sub-section (14), the expression “available for public inspection” the

expression “published on the official website of National Telecommunication

Corporation” shall be substituted; and
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(e) for sub-section (17), the following shall be substituted, namely: -

“(17) The Board of Directors of the National Telecommunication Corporation
may make regulations for the management and operation of the business and

activities of the National Telecommunication Corporation.”

8. Insertion of section 41A, Act XVII of 1996, - In the said Act, after section 41,

amended as aforesaid, the following new section 41A shall inserted, namely: -

"41A. Managing Director of the National Telecommunication Corporation. -
(1) There shall be a Managing Director of the National Telecommunication Corporation
who shall be appointed by the Federal Government from amongst three candidates
recommended by the Board of Directors with a three-fourth majority, which shall
include the vote of the ex-officio member of the Division to which the business of the
National Telecommunication Corporation stands allocated with the following

qualifications and experience. -

(a) A Ph.D. in Telecommunication, Electrical, Electronic, ICT, or Computer
System Engineering from an HEC recognized institution or university, or a foreign well-
reputed and recognized university, with at least seven (7) years of professional

experience in the relevant field; or

A Master’s degree in Telecommunication, Electrical, Electronic, ICT, or
Computer System Engineering from an HEC recognized university, or a foreign well-
reputed and recognized university, with at least nine (9) years of professional

experience in the relevant field.

(b) Have at least five (5) years of senior leadership experience in a large ICT or
telecommunications organization, or service provider and demonstrate a proven track
record of successfully leading large-scale ICT or telecom projects and programs,

implementing organizational change, and managing large technical teams.

(2) No person shall be appointed as the Managing Director unless the person
complies with and satisfies the fit and proper criteria prescribed in the State-Owned

Enterprises Act, 2023,
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(3) The Board of directors of the National Telecommunication Corporation shall
devise a transparent, competitive and objective procedure for scrutiny, short listing

and interview of the applicants for the post of Managing Director.

(4) The terms and conditions of the appointment of the Managing Director

shall be determined by the Board of Directors.

Provided that the person holding the office of Managing Director on the date
of the commencement of this amendment Act shall continue as the Managing Director
and will hold the office of Managing Director of the National Telecommunication
Corporation till the end of his tenure, which may be extended for two years by the

Federal Government.

(5) The Managing Director of the National Telecommunication Corporation

shall exercise and perform the following powers and functions, as enumerated below;-

(a) be responsible for the day to day management of the National
Telecommunication Corporation;

(b) ensure the proper implementation of strategies and policies; and

(c) putin place appropriate arrangements to ensure that funds and resources
are properly safeguarded and are used economically, efficiently and
effectively and in accordance with the objective of the National

Telecommunication Corporation and all other statutory obligations.

(6) The Managing Director shall be appointed for a term of three years on a
performance-based contract, extendable by another two years on demonstration of

substantial satisfactory performance.

(7) The annual performance review of the Managing Director shall be

undertaken by the Board of Directors;

Provided that in case of his performance review, the Managing Director shall

not participate in that process.

(8) The Federal Government may remove the Managing Director, before the
completion of his term except on the recommendation of the Board of Directors, which

shall be based on the outcome of the performance evaluation conducted under this
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section or on any other just cause, and such recommendation shall clearly record the

reasons for recommending the removal.

9. Amendment of section 43, Act XVII of 1996. — In the said Act, in section 43, in

sub-section (2), -

(a) in clause (i), for the expression “Federal Government”, the expression “Prime

Minister” shall be substituted;

(b) in clause (ii), for the expression “Federal Government”, the expression “Prime

Minister” shall be substituted; and

(c) in the proviso, for the expression “Federal Government”, the expression “Prime

Minister” shall be substituted.

10.  Insertion of new section 58A, Act XVII of 1996. — In the said Act, after section 58, the

following new section 58A, shall be inserted, namely: -

“58-A. Application of the State-Owned Enterprises Act, 2023. — Notwithstanding anything
contained in this Act, the State-Owned Enterprises Act, 2023 (VII bf 2023), shall apply to the
provisions of this Act and, in case of any inconsistency between the provisions of this Act and
the State-Owned Enterprises Act, 2023, the provisions of the State-Owned Enterprises Act,

2023 shall prevail.”
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