NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL HERITAGE AND
CULTURE DIVISION ON_ THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOLK AND

TRADITIONAL HERITAGE (LOK VIRSA) (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2025

L, Chairperson of the Standing Committee on National Heritage and Culture Division, have
the honor to present this report on the Bill further to amend the National Institute of Folk and
Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) Ordinance, 2002 (LIV of 2002) [The National Institute of Folk
and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) (Amendment) Bill, 2025] (Government Bill), referred to the
Committee on 8% December, 2025.

2 The Committee comprises the following: -

1. Syeda Nosheen Iftikhar Chairperson
2. Mr. Muhammad Tufail Member
3. Ms. Shaista Khan Member
4. Ms. Shahnaz Saleem Malik Member
5. Ms. Rabia Naseem Faroogi Member
6.  Ms. Samar Haroon Bilour Member
7.  Ms. Saeeda Jamshid Member
8.  Ms. Ghazala Anjum Member
9. Ms. Saira Tarar Member
10.  Ms. Mahtab Akbar Rashdi Member
11. Ms. Natasha Daultana Member
12.  Ms. Naima Kanwal Member
13.  Ms. Saba Talpur Member
14.  Mr. Zahoor Hussain Qureshi Member
15.  Mr. Sanjay Perwani Member
16. Mr. Sajid Khan Member
17.  Mr. Zulfigar Ali Member
18.  Mr. Umair Khan Niazi Member
19.  Mr. Khurram Shahzad Virk Member
20. Ms. Naeema Kishwer Khan Member
21.  Mr. Aurangzeb Khan Khichi Ex-Officio Member

Minister for National Heritage and
Culture Division

3, The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly, placed at
“Annex-A”, in its meeting held on 28-01-2026 and recommended that the Bill, as introduced may
be passed by the National Assembly.

i

(SYEDA NOSHEEN IFTIKHAR)
Chairperson
SJ / Standing Committee on National Heritage
& and Culture Division
(SAEED AHMAD MAITLA)
Acting Secretary

Islamabad, /¥ February, 2026



Annex -—-A

[ AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]
A
Biil
to amend the National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) Ordinance, 2002

WHEREAS, it is expedient to amend the National Institute of Folk and Traditional
Heritage (Lok Virsa) Ordinance, 2002, in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:—

Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act shall be called the National Institute
of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) Act, 2025.
(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 3, Ordinance LIV of 2002.— In the National Institute of
Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) Ordinance, 2002 (LIV of 2002), hereinafter referred to

as the said Ordinance, in section 3, in sub-section (3), for the expression “Federal Government”,
the expression “Prime Minister”, shall be substituted.

3 Amendment of section 6, Ordinance LIV of 2002.— In the said Ordinance, in
section 6, in sub-section (2), for the expression “Federal Government”, wherever occurring, the
expression “Prime Minister”, shall be substituted.

4. Amendment of section 7, Ordinance LIV of 2002.— In the said Ordinance, in
section 7,

(a) in sub-section (2), for the expression “Federal Government”, the expression
“Prime Minister”, shall be substituted; and

(b) in sub-section (3), for the expression “Federal Government”, the expression
“Prime Minister”, shall be substituted.

- Amendment of section 10, Ordinance LIV of 2002.— In the said Ordinance, in
section 10, in sub-section (1), for the expression “Federal Government”, the expression “Prime
Minister”, shall be substituted.

6. Amendment of section 13, Ordinance LIV of 2002.— In the said Ordinance, in
section 13, for the expression “rules”, the expression “regulations”, shall be substituted.

7 Amendment of section 15, Ordinance LIV of 2002.— In the said Ordinance, in
section 15, in clause (c), for the expression “Federal Government”, the expression “Board of
Governors”, shall be substituted.

8. Amendment of section 16, Ordinance LIV of 2002.— In the said Ordinance, in
section 16, for the expression “Federal Government™, the expression “Minister-in-charge of the
Division Concerned to which the subject of this Ordinance stands allocated”, shall be substituted.
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9. Amendment of section 18, Ordinance LIV of 2002.- In the said Ordinance, in
section 18, for the expression “Federal Government”, the expression “Board of Governors”, shall
be substituted.

“21. Power to make rules and regulations.— The Federal Government may, by
notification in the official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act in respect
of external matters of the Institute.

(2) The Institute may, with approval of the Board and by notification in the official

Gazette, make regulations for its internal matters not inconsistent with the provisions of this
Ordinance and the rules made thereunder.”.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage, popularly known as "Lok Virsa"
was established through a resolution in 1974. The resolution was amended in 1981 and 1983. The
Institute obtained an autonomous statutory legal status through an Ordinance promulgated by
Federal Government in 2002. The Institute is working under the administrative control of the
National Heritage and Culture Division.

2. In pursuance of the instructions of the Cabinet Division dated 13th May, 2025 regarding
the substitution of the term "Federal Government" with the appropriate authority in relevant laws
and rules, Lok Virsa Ordinance proposed necessary amendments to specific provisions of the Lok
Virsa Ordinance, 2002. Accordingly, the draft amendments were submitted to the Ministry Law
and Justice for vetting. Ministry of Law & Justice vetted the draft amendments. Subsequently,
Cabinet Committee for Disposal of Legislative Cases (CCLC) has recommended to amendments
vide Case No. CCLC-132/22/2025 dated 08.10.2025 which has been ratified by Cabinet under
case No0.192/22/2025/'dated 16.10.2025.

3 The Bill seeks to achieve the aforesaid object and is therefore submitted for enactment by
the Parliament.

Aurangzeb Khan Khichi
Minister for
National Heritage and Culture Division
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