Y}S INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL

further to amend the Trade Organizations Act, 2013 (11 of 2013)

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Trade Organizations Act, 2013 (Il of 2013) to provide for
chambers of commerce and industry to be organized on a city basis, to improve business environment
and economic growth in line with urban settlement and prevailing larger administrative and commercial

realities;
It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Trade Organizations
(Third Amendment) Bill, 2025.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Section 2, Act Il of 2013.- In the Trade Organizations Act, 2013 (Il of 2013)
hereinafter referred to as the said Act, in section 2, (a) after clause (c), the following new clause shall be

inserted, namely:-

(ca) 'City' means an urban administrative unit, the territorial limits of which are notified and
identified by the Provincial Government from time to time.

3. Amendment of Section 3, Act I of 2013.- In the said Act, in section 3,-

(a) in sub-section (2), in clause (b), for the word "district", wherever occurring, the word "city" shall be

substituted;

(b) in sub-section (2), in clause (c), in the proviso relating to Women's Chambers, for the words "district
women Chambers of Commerce", the words "city women Chambers of Commerce" shall be substituted;

(c) in sub-section (2), in clause (e), in the proviso, for the words "upgraded as a district”, the words

"upgraded as a city" shall be substituted,
(d) in sub-section (2), in clause (), for the word "district”, the word "city" shall be substituted,
(e) in sub-section (3), for the word "district”, the word "city" shall be substituted;

(f) in sub-section (4), for the word “district", the word "city" shall be substituted.



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Trade Organizations Act, 2013 provides for the establishment and regulation of chambers
and associations. While associations are organized on an all-Pakistan basis, chambers of commerce and
Industry, women's chambers, chambers of small traders, and town associations were structured on a

district basis.

With the evolution and expansion of urban economies, cities have emerged as the true centers
of trade and commerce. In order to better reflect contemporary economic and administrative realities,
the proposed amendment seeks to replace the term "district" with "city" for the purposes of chamber
organization. This change will ensure that chambers of commerce and Industry are constituted on a city-
wide basis, thereby providing stronger, unified, and more effective representation for businesses,
entrepreneurs, and traders in urban economic hubs.

Karachi, being the largest metropolis of Pakistan in terms of size, population, and economic
activity, has, for administrative convenience, been divided into seven districts to facilitate governance
and service delivery. This administrative division, however, has created an anomaly under Section
3(2)(b) of the Act, whereby Karachi would, in effect, be requirad to establish seven separate chambers
of commerce and industry. Such multiplicity not only creates duplication and unnecessary fragmentation
but also disturbs and weakens the unified stand of Karachi's business community. The result is a
diminished collective strength with which the trade, industrial, and services sectors of Karachi can be

represented at the national level.

This change will ensure that chambers of commerce and industry are organized on a city basis,
thereby providing improved representation for businesses, entrepreneurs, and traders in urban

economic hubs.

SD/-
MUHAMMAD FAROOQ SATTAR,

Members, National Assembly
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