[AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL

further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act XLV of 1860), and the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898)

Whereas it is expedient to establish a comprehensive legal framework for
preventing deaths caused by intoxicated driving, ensuring mandatory chemical testing,
expeditious investigation, appropriate charging standards, and enhanced accountability,
in line with international best practices;

It is hereby enacted as follows:—

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) This Bill shall be called the Criminal
Law(Amendment) Bill, 2028.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendments in the Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860).~ In the
Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860}, the following further amendments shall be

made, namely:—

(1)  in section 85, at the end for the full stop a colon shall be substituted
and thereafter the foilowing proviso shall be added, namely.—

“Provided further that nothing contained in this section shall
exempt from criminal liability any person who, having voluntarily or
wilifully consumed an intoxicating substance, commits any act
resuiting in the death of another person, including by driving or
operating a vehicle under the influence of such substance.”;

(2) After Section 320, the following new section shall be inserted
namely:-

“320A. Qatl-e-Khata by Intoxicated Driving._Whoever, by driving
or operating a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol,
narcotics, or any intoxicating drug, causes the death of any person,
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shall be guilty of Qatl-e-Khata by Intoxicated Dniving and shall be
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which
may extend to ten years, and with fine which shall not be less than
five hundred thousand rupees;

Provided that for the purposes of this section, a person shall be
deemed to be under the influence if the concentration of alcohol
exceeds 30 mg per 100 ml of blood; or any detectable quantity of
narcotic or psychotropic substance is found in the system;

Provided further that nothing in this section shall preclude the
application of Section 322 or Section 302 where evidence
demonstrates knowledge or intention.”

3. Amendments in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of
1898).— In the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), the following further
amendments shall be made, namely:—

(1)  After Section 174A of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, the following
new sections shall be inserted, namely:-

“174B. Mandatory chemical testing in road accidents involving death or
serious injury.-In every case of a road accident resulting in death or serious
badily injury, the officer in charge of the police station or the investigating officer
not below the rank of Sub-inspector shall, without delay, require the driver or
drivers involved to undergo mandatory breath, blood, saliva, or urine testing for
detection of alcohol, narcotics, or psychotropic substances;

Provided that such testing shall be conducted within two hours of the accident or
arrest, whichever is earlier and the test results shall be immediately forwarded to
the concerned Magistrate and the Prosecutor.

174C. Registration of FIR in cases of intoxicated driving resulting in death
or injury.- (1) Where chemical testing confirms that a driver was under the
influence of intoxicants at the time of an accident resulting in death or serious
bodily injury, the officer in charge shall lodge an FIR under Section 320A of the
Pakistan Penal Code.

(2) Where evidence collected during investigation establishes that the accused
was willfully and voluntarily intoxicated and such intoxication has resulted in the
death of a person, the investigating officer shall lodge and FIR under Section 302
of the Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860) in addition to any other applicable
provisions of law.



(3) Failure to comply with subsection (1) or deliberate delay in chemical testing
shall constitute misconduct and an offence punishable under the Pakistan Penal
Code (Act XLV of 1860) and other relevant laws.”

4, Amendments in Schedule Il of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (ActV
of 1898).— After the entries relating to Section 174, the following shall be inserted,

namely:-

Section Offence Cognizable Bailable Triable by Compoundable

174-B  Refusal, Yes ~ No Magistrate First No
evasion, Class
or non-
complianc
e with
mandator
y testing

174-C  Failureto Yes No Magistrate First No
register Class
FIR or
deliberate
SUppressi
on of
intoxicatio
n
evidence

174-D  Violations Yes No Magistrate First No
refating to Class
immediate
suspensio
n of
licence




Statement of Objects and Reagsons

The primary purpose of this Bill is to strengthen the criminal justice framework
governing offences arising from intoxicated driving, in order to safeguard human life,
ensure public safety, and uphold the rule of law. Incidents of fatal and grievous road
accidents caused by drivers under the influence of alcohol, narcotics, or other
intoxicants have increased at an alarming rate across the country, resulting in avoidable
loss of life and injury. Existing legal provisions do not provide a sufficiently
comprehensive mechanism for timely and mandatory chemical testing, uniform charging
standards, or effective accountability of offenders and investigating officials.

Intoxicated driving, particularly when resulting in death, reflects a reckless disregard for
human life and constitutes conduct of the gravest nature. This Bill accordingly proposes
amendments to the Pakistan Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure to
establish a clear and enforceable statutory framework, including the creation of a
dedicated offence for causing death by intoxicated driving, mandatory chemical testing
within a prescribed time, immediate suspension of driving licences, and criminal
consequences for refusal to undergo testing or tampering with evidence.

These amendments seek to align domestic law with internationally recognised best
practices while remaining fully consistent with constitutional guarantees and the Islamic
principles of protection of life and public welfare. The proposed reforms reinforce the
State's obligation to safeguard its citizens, enhance deterrence against reckless and
intoxicated driving, and ensure that those responsible for such offences are held to
account in accordance with law.

SD/-
MIRZA IKHTIAR BAIG
Member, National Assembly
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