[\ INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A

BILIL.
Jurther to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

WHEREAS it is impcrative to sirengthen the foundations of democracy, ensure
genuine representation, and enhance the inclusivity and legitimacy of elected
bodius;

AND WHEREAS the existing system ol {illing rescrved seats for women
through party lists, while numenecally inclusive, has diminished the dircet
democratic relationship between the electorate and the representatives of the
people;

AND WHEREAS it is cxpedient to amend the Constitution to provide for the
dircet and {rec election of members to scats reserved for women in the National
and Provincial Assemblies, thereby granting them an independent mandate and
ensuring  greater accounlability o their constituents, and for the purposcs
hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as [ollows: —
I. Short title and commencement.-- (1) This Bill may bc called the
Constitution (Amendment) 13ili, 2(25.

(2) It shall take cifect immediately before the next gencral elections held
thercalficer.
2. Amendment of Article 51 of the Constitution. — In the Constitution of the
[slamic rcpublic of Pakistan, hereinafier rcferred (o as the Constitution, in
Article 51, in clause (6),
I.  for the paragraph (b), the following shall be substiluted, namely; —

“(b) each Province along with Federal Capital shall be divided

inlo sixty constituencics for the purpose of seats reserved for

women, which arc allocated to the respective Provinees under

clausc (3); and such reserved scats shall be filled through direct

and irce vote ol the electorate, in accordance with law;™;
I, the paragraph (d) shall be omitted.

3. Amendment of Article 106 of the Constitution. — In the Constitution, in
Article 106, in clause (3), for the paragraphs (b) and (c), the following shall be
substituted, namely: --
*“(b) cach Province shall be divided into such number of
constitucncies as may be delermined in clause (1) for the
purpose of scats reserved lor women which arc allocated to the
respective Provinee under clause (1); and such seats shall be
filled through direct and free vole of the clectorate, in
accordance with law;



() for the purposes of seats reserved for non-Muslims, cach
Province shall constitute a single constituency for all such scats
as are allocated to the respective Province under clause (1); and
those seats shall continue to be filled in accordance with the
system of proportional representation by mcans of party lists
submitied Lo the Election Commission by political partics:”

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

In order to strengthen the foundations of democracy and ensure
genuine representation. 1t has been obscrved that the current system of
filling reserved seats for women through party hsts, while providing
numerical representation, has scvered the direct link between the
representatives and the clectoraie, therclore, it s proposcd that the
election of members 1o seats reserved for women in the National and
Provincial Assemblies shall be by direct and frce vote, thercby
granting them an independent mandale and enhancing their
accountability to the people.

The Bili seeks to achieve the aforcsaid objectives.

SD/-
MUHAMMAD ASLAM GHUMMAN
Member, National Assembly
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