. !AS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A
Bill

to amend the National Tan’ff Commission Act, .2015

WHEREAS, it is expedient to amend the Nettonal Tariff
Commission Act, 2015 (XII of 20153 ]n '-the manner ‘and for the
purposes hereinafter appearing; . st

.‘;r

Itis hereby enacted as to‘llows

; Short title: and comméncement. (1) This Act shall be
called the Natsonal Tanff Comm;ssmn (Amendmegt) Act ' 2026.

2. Amendment of sectlon 4~
‘National Tariff Commlsslon Act, . ZQ of 2015), herelnafter
referred as the satd Act, in sect\on ‘4 ﬁmsum-sectlon (1), for ’the word

__;;eut:stituted ko

i A ok .
3. Amendmen( ofsection 5, . Act XII of 2015 - In the said

, 2\
Act, in section 5, for sub gee&%g(a, tbe Foﬂowing shaI{ be substituted,

-namely:- { :

*(2)- A S T=us er_of the Commission'! shall have at least-
}&e{i‘“ - :~'"’ 2 el ;w'. g

(a) . a- masters or profess;onai degree or qualification
. from,_an-accredited university or institute in the
" field .of law, business, econemics,- accountancy,
t’ariffs ‘and - trade, commerce and trade or a
trade ‘tetated subject and having knowledge of
.trade remedy laws shall be an advantage; and

_ ,(.E)-"_‘-.ffteen years of professionat work experience In
" the field of law, business, economics,
accountancy, harmonized tariffs, commerce and
trade, tariffs and trade or other trade related
technical field and direct work experience in
trade remedy laws shall be an advantage.”.
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4. Amendment of section 7, Act XII of 2015.- In the said

Act, in section 7, for sub»section (2), the foiiowing shaII b;a substituted,

 namely:-

4

“(2) If the position of the Chairman becomes vacant, the

Federal Government shall notify 2 member as Chairman,”.
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enhance the operational efficiency and quasijudicial capacity of the National Tariff

Commission (NTC). The National Tariff Commission has been established under the °

National Tariff Commission Act, 2015 with the mandate to administer and enforce

trade remedy laws of Pakistan, including anti-dumping, 'co ailing and

safeguard measures, - in ~accordance with hational legislation international
obligations. -

2. . Under the existing National Tariff -Commission Act, 2015, the
Commission is comprised of five members, and with the increasing complexity of
intemational trade disputes and the growing volurme of trade remedy investigations,
the current structure faces significant adnumsfratlve bottlenecks, This Bill proposes
the following key reforms : %

1. Expansmn of the Comxmssxon. Over time, the workload of the
Commission has increased significantly owing to the growing volume
and complexity of trade remedy cases. In order to enhance the
institutional’ capacity of the Commission, ensure avaxlabihty of
adequate technical expertise, and facilitate timely disposal of cases, it
has become "necessary to strengthen the composition of the
Commission by increasing the number of its Members. By increasing
the number of members from five upto seven, the Commzssxon can
handle a higher volume of cases concurrently.

- 3 Refining Eligibility criteria for Members of the Commission: NTC's

mandate involves complex legal, economic, and trade-related

determinations, including enti-dumping and safeguard measures,

which requires higher standard of technical expertise. Amendment in

Sectioni 5 regarding eligibility . parameters of Members of the

Commission will ensure multidisciplinary technical expertise of the

.members which will enable NTC to attract most relevant and suitable
" human resource to perform functions assigned to it under the Act.

3. Succession and Vacancy Management: The Bill amends Section 7 to
harmonize the ‘vacancy-filling process providing room for
‘appointment of Chairman. While it allows any of the members to
perform the functions of the Chairman temporarily to emsure
continuity, italso mandates that a permanent appointment through the
prescribed separate process must be completed within the prescribed
time frame. :

- The proposed amendments are- designed to modemize the NTC,
strengthen its institutional framework, ensuring uninterrupted functioning of the
Comumission for swift disposal of trade remedy cases and to provide a more robust
legal framework that can thhshmd the scrutiny of htxgahon. Y
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