
Il)S TNTRoDUcED rN THE NATToNAL AssEMBLyl

BiII

Iurther to dmend the Pokistan Telecommunication (Re-orgdnizotion) Act, 7996

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the pakistan Teleco tion (Re-

A

organizatio

appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

1. Short title and

Telecommunication (Re-o

(2) hs

2.

Telecommuni

said Act, in sectio

(a) clause (fa) shall be omitted;

(b) after clause (h), the following new cl

n) Act, 1996 (XVll of 1996), in the ma and e s hereinafter

is Act shall be called the Pakistan

e Act,2025.

ion 2, Act XVlt of 1996. - ln the Pakistan

Act, 1996 (XVll of 1996), hereinafter referred to as the

"(ha) "Managing Di irector of the National

Telecommunica d under section 41A";

ing shall be substituted, namely: -

ecommun ication lnfrastructure" means land,

hat is owned, managed, maintained, or repaired

other than a public authority, and which may be

a or used by a licensee for the purposes set out in section 27A;

ublic Authority''for the purposes of clauses (ma), (mc) and {qb}, means

T

(c)

the local authority, corporation, provincial or Federal Government, or

,:

Amendment

b:1i;5,t"O namely: -



any other public body which owns, manages, maintains, or repairs such

land, premises or property as mentloned in the said clauses;

(mc) "public access for Telecommunication lnfrastructure

premiset or propertY that is owned, managed, maintaine

means land,

byapublic authority, and which may be accessed or a lkensee

for the purposes set out in secti

(d) for clause (qb), the following s

"{qb} "access by li lnfrastructure" means the

right of a use, or pass over land, Premises, or

prope private, for the installation, deployment,

of telecommunication sYstems, ICToperati

infr cal fiber cables, telecom towers or relat ed equipment

and ln accordance with section 27A.".

nt of section 3, Act xvll of 1996. - ln the said Act, in section 3, -

ired

rnng,

Prime

nance

(a) sub-section (2), for the words "Federal Govern

the words "Prime Minister" shall be subs

3.

r*.l*. 1,
ment", whereyerttcu

i'l
.tg,

*. ;.i

rnmdri{'. the words "(b) in sub-section (3), for the wo

Ministe/' shall be substitut

(cI in sub-section (5),

Minister" sh

(d) for sub-sectio

Government", the words "Prime

e

,l

remuneration respective terms

ng shall be substituted namelY: -

bers of the Authority shall be paid such

of office as may be determined by the Federal

e

"(7) rhe and mema

Governme

4. endment of section 14, Act XVll of 1996. - ln the said Act, for section 14,

following shall be substituted, namely: -

and



"14. Maintenance of accounts. - The accounts of the Authority shall be

maintained in accordance with the provisions of the Public Finance Management Act,

2019.".

5. Amendment of section 15, Act XVtl of 1996. - ln the said Act, in section 15, in

sub-section (3), for the words "Federal Government", the.words "Division to which business

of the Authority stands allocated" shall be substituted.

6. Substitution of section 27A, Act XVll of 1996, - ln the said Act, {or section 27A, the

following shall be substituted, namely: -

"27A. Access by license€ lor Telecommunication infrastructure.- (1)

Notwithstanding anylhing containecl to the contrary in any other law, rules,

regulation, policy, bye-laws, or contracts for the time being in force, for the purposes

of installation, deploym€nt, operation or maintenance of any telecommunication

system, information and communication technology infrastructure, telecom tower

and related equiprnent or lying of optical fiber cables and related equipment, every

licensee shal!, have the same rights of access or usage as defined and provided under

clauses {ma), (mc) and (qb) of section 2 of this Act.

(21 No Owner, lessee, tenant or public or private entity shall hinder or

abridge the Rights granted under sub-section (1).

t3) To avail the rights ofaccess or usage granted under sub-section (1), the

licensee shall seek the approval of the owner, lessee, or tenant of the relevant

property, land, or premises for the proposed mode of execution. lf the owner, lessee

or tenant fails to respond to the request within twenty-one days after receiving such

request, the request shall be deemed to have been approved. The owner, lessee or

tenant may impose reasonable conditions on the timing or manner of execution for

access by licensee for telecommunication infrastructure:

Provided that the licensee shall not unreasonably hinder the owner's, lessee's

or tenant's use or access of the property.



(4) The licensee shall be responsible for the repair and maintenatlce of

such works and shall restore the affected area in its original condition in accordance

with the specifications and standards agreed upon by the respective own€r, lessee or

tenant.

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or anyother law, rules,

regulations, bye-laws, or contracts for the time being in force, no charges shall be

demanded or recovered in any form by the owner, lessee, or tenant of the relevant

property, land, or premises from a licensee fo, the rights granted under sub-section

(1) for access by licensee for Telecommuirjtation lnGstructures. No charges shall be

imposed in respect of the mdde or mahner qf execution approved for the purpose of

restoration. The licenEee shall be res;rqnsible for the repair and maintenance of such

works and shall restore the affected area to its original state in accordance with the

specifications and standards agreed upon.

(6) Once rights have been granted under this section and the licensee has

complied with the requirements thereof, the owner, lessee or tenant shall not

unilaterally alter the terms or revoke the permission granted.

278. En{orcement. - (1} Any owner, lessee, tenant or entity that refuses,

obstructs, or delays the grant of Rights under section 27A, shall be liable to a fine up

to one million rupees by order of the apprbpriate government.

(2) ln case of a dispute arising between the owner, lessee or tenant and

the licensee under Section 27A, the matter shall be referred to the appropriate

government for settiement. The appropriate government shall nomirrate, by

notification in the official Gazette, in officer not below the rank of Secretary to the

said Government to act on its behalf for settlement of dispute within a maximum

period of forty-five days from the receipt of the complaint.

(3) The nominated officer may require any person, public authority, or

licensee to, produce and allow examination of any relevant document, record, or

material in their custody required for enforcing the provisions of this section and also



furnish any information or clarification deemed necessary for the purposes of

settlement of dispute.".

7. Amendment in section 41, Act XVll of 1996. - (1) in section 41, -

(a) for sub-section (2), the following shall be su

"(2) The'National Telecommu by

a Board of Directors consisti

S. No
(1)

t. One inde
Government
Secretary of
Techno

t nted by the Federal

ch the business of lnformation
unications stands allocated

2

4.
5.

Additional
Finance sta

Member
Ex-officio
Membet
Ex-ofricio

of the Division to which business of

n to the Independent Member appointed at Sr. No
Federal Government shall appoint three lndependent

a

Ma Membet
Members

0ndeDendentl, '.r]e

and relevant professional experience, h atl
of such lndependent Members shall be ..-::.

Provided that subject to the

the Chairman and the Managi

the Board of directors s

independent members and on

e Act, 2023 (Vll of 2023) offices o{

t t

parate, the quorum of a meeting of

e members, including not less than two

mber, present personally or through video-link.

(b) in sub-secti he word "it", the words'the Board of Directors of the

Nation mmunication Corporation"shall be substituted;

-section (7), the words "Federal Government", the words "the Board

Directors of the National Telecomm unication Corporation" shall be

(c)

substituted;

Status
(3)

Choirmon

Members from the private sector, each of whom shall
possess the requisite qualifications, competence, knowledge,



in sub-section (14), the words "available for public inspection" the words

"published on the official website of National T€lecommunication

Corporation" shall be substituted; and

(e) for sub-section (17), the following shall be substitut€d, namely: -

(d)

"(t7')

activities of the National Telecommu

The Board of Directors of the National Tel mu

may make regulations for the manag

Corporation

e business and

, - ln the said Act, after section

shall inserted, namely: -

8. lnsertion of se

41, amended as aforesaid, the

(2) No person shall

complies with and satisfies

Enterprises Act, 2023.

(3) The Board of d

shall devise a transparent,

be appointed as the

the fit and prope

irecto

n

"41A. M ational Telecommunication Corporation. -

(1) There shall be Director of the National Telecommunication

Corporation who a inted by the Federal Government from amongst three

candidates recom d by the Board of Directors with a three-fourth majority

which shall i vote of the ex-officio member of the Division to which business

of the Telecommunication Corporation

communication Corporation

nd ive procedure for scrutiny, short

listing and interview

(4) The terms

shall be determin

n

of Managing Director.

of the appointment of the Managing Director

of Directors.t

Provided t person holding the office of Managing Director on the date

ofthe comm t of this amendment Act sha:l continue as the Managing Director

and the office of Managing Director of the NationaI Telecommunication

Corpo ron till the end of his tenure, whicl" may be extended for two years by the

Federal Government



(5) The Managing Director of the National Telecommunication Corporation

shall including but not limited to, -

(a) be responsible for the day to day management of the National

Telecommunication Corporation;

{b) ensure the proper implementation of strategies and pol

(c) put in place approp.iate arrange 5 and resources

are properly safeguarded lly, efficiently and

effectively and i

Telecommunicatio

ective of the National

r statutory obligations

(6) The Man pointed for a term of three years on a

n

r a

performance-ba

substantial

undeftaken

not pa pate in that process.

(8) Managing Director, once appoi

Government before the completion of

(7) The annu rformance review of the Managing Director shall be

by another two years on demonstration of

of Directors.

that in case of his performance review, e Managing Di shallth

tl by the Federal

mendation of the

cause for recommending

on

Board of Directo

the removal.".

rs, which recom n

9. Amendment 1996. - ln the said Act, in section 43, in

sub-section (2), -

ta, in clause (i

shall be su

s "FederalGovernment", the words "Prime Minister"

(b) in , for the words "Federal Government", the words "Pr:me Ministe/'

"5

substituted; and



(c) in the proviso, for the words "Federal Government", the words "Prime

Minister" shall be substituted.

10. lnsertion of new section 58A, Act XVll of 1996. - ln the said Act, aftersection

58, the following new section 58A, shall be inserted, namely: -

"58-A, Applieation of the Sta Act, 2023.-

Notwithstanding anything contained in Enterprises Act,

2023 (Vll of 2O23), shall apply t and, in case of any

inconsistency between the p A he State-Owned EnterPrises

t

ts

Act, 2023, the provision rprises Act, 2023 shall Prevail-"

The Pakistan Telecomm Act, 1996 (he Ac| provides the legal framework
for regulation ard telecoflmunicalion sector in Pakislan. With the passage oftime,
there is a need to update the existing law to address emerging requirements ofthe sector.
Accordingly, the

formulated.
unicalion Ee-oryanization) (Amendment) Bill, 2025 has been

The endment aims to strengthen the national Right of Way (RoW)
coordinated deplo)ment of telecommunication infrastructue ard associated lities, and by
providing for a structued mechanism for resolution of aints along with
imposition ofa hne ofup to one million rupees in
access, which is essential for development of the

in ganting such

seamless, affordable
and uninterupted access to telecomnunication s the country.

It also seeks to bring the National into conformiry with the State-

governance structure, operati
goveming state-owned

Furthermore. the
Telecommunication A
Chairman and Ivlembers

In addition, the
statutory authorities
ofpowers, s

Supreme

E

i:-

(VII of 2023), in order to improve its
and efficiency in line with applicable laws

on of section 3(7) relating to the Pakistar
to provide for determination of remunemtion of the

Govemmsnt..

*places references to the'Tederal Government" with the appropriate
provisions ofthe Act, in order to ensurc legal clarity, proper delegation

ent and operational effciency, in pursuance ofthe decision ofthe Honourable

sl\1ft and

FATIMAKHAWAJA)(

The Secretary,
National Assembly,

Islamabad.

inthe l[ustafa Impex case-

Federal Minister for IT & Telecom

-)_

Owned Enterprises (Govemance

t

w"^^
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