[ AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A

Bill

further to amend the Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-organization) Act, 1996

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-
organization) Act, 1996 (XVII of 1996), in the man:n%,and for the pufppges hereinafter

appearing;

(a) clause (fa) shall be omitted;

(b) after clause (h), the following new clai

(c)

prer o g’r_&pérty that is owned, managed, maintained, or repaired

- by any per%oﬁ or entity other than a public authority, and which may be

S a2
ac "“é'gd or used by a licensee for the purposes set out in section 27A;

.

ublic Authority” for the purposes of clauses (ma), (mc) and (gb), means

the local authority, corporation, provincial or Federal Government, or



any other public body which owns, manages, maintains, or repairs such

land, premises or property as mentioned in the said clauses;

(mc) “public access for Telecommunication Infrastructure” means land,

premises, or property that is owned, managed, maintained, %égepa:red

by a public authority, and which may be accessed or u,sg‘ﬁ;ﬁy%a licensee

(d)

3.

(a)

(b)

4. ‘Amendment of section 14, Act XVil of 1996. — Iri the said Act, for section 14,

following shall be substituted, namely: -



“14, Maintenance of accounts. — The accounts of the Authority shall be
maintained in accordance with the provisions of the Public Finance Management Act,

2019.”,

5. Amendment of section 15, Act XVII of 1996. — In the said Act, in section 15, in
sub-section (3), for the words “Federal Government”, the words “Division to which business

of the Authority stands allocated” shall be substituted.

6. Substitution of section 27A, Act XVII of 1996. - In the said Act, for section 27A, the

following shall be substituted, namely: - - -

“27A. Access by licensee “for _‘Féiecommunication infrastructure— (1)
Notwithstanding anything g:pntaiped' to the contrary in any other law, rules,
regulation, policy, bye-laws, or confracts for the time being in force, for the purposes
of installation, deployment, operation or maintenance of any telecommunication
system, information and éommunication technology infrastructure, telecom tower
and related equipm.ent or lying of optical fiber cables and related equipment, every
licensee shall, have the same rights of access or usage as defined and provided under

clauses {ma), {(mc) and {gb) of section 2 of this Act.

{2) No Owner, lessee, tenant or public or private entity shall hinder or

abridge the Rights granted under sub-section {1).

(3) To avail the rights of.éccesg or usage _g{anted under sub-section (1), the
licensee shall seek the appro;ai of the owner, lessee, or tenant of the relevant
property, land, or premises fbr the propos_e'd mode of execution. If the owner, lessee
or tenant fails to respond to the request within twenty-one days after receiving such
request, the request shall be deemed to have been approved. The owner, lessee or
tenant may impose reasonable conditions on the timing or manner of execution for

access by licensee for telecommunication infrastructure:

Provided that the licensee shall not unreasonably hinder the owner’s, lessee’s

or tenant’s use or access of the property.



(4) The licensee shall be responsible for the repair and maintenance of
such works and shall restore the affected area in its original condition in accordance
with the specifications and standards agreed upon by the respective owner, lessee or

tenant.

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any Qt:her law, rules,
regulations, bye-laws, or contracts for the time being in force, 'no charges shall be
demanded or recovered in any form by the owner {essee or tenant of the relevant
property, land, or premises from a hcenSee for ihe rights granted under sub-section

(1) for access by licensee for Ts!etomm:" jcatlan infrastructures No charges shall be

imposed in respect of the mode or manner_ of execution approved for the purpose of
restoration. The licengee shall be fesp{jnsible for the repair and maintenance of such
works and shall restore the affected area to its original state in accordance with the

specifications and standards agreed upon.

(6) Once rights have been granted under this section and the licensee has
complied with the requirements thereof, the owner, lessee or tenant shall not

unilaterally alter the terms or revoke the permission granted.

27B. Enforcement. — (1) Any owner, lessee, tenant or entity that refuses,
obstructs, or delays the grant of Rights under section 27A, shall be liable to a fine up

to one million rupees by order of the :;pprbpriat_e governmeni.

(2) In case of a dis_p-ut_e' Iérisingfb-étween the owner, lessee or tenant and
the licensee under Section 27A, the -'Inﬁatter shall be referred to the appropriate
government for setflehient.-_ The g;ﬁ'ﬁir;jpriate government shall nominate, by
notification in the official Gaiette, an officer not below the rank of Secretary to the
said Government to act on its behalf for settlement of dispute within a maximum

period of forty-five day"‘r;frém the receipt of the complaint.

(3) The nominated officer may reguire any person, public authority, or
licensee ta, produce and allow examination of any relevant document, record, or

material in their custody required for enforcing the provisions of this section and also



furnish any information or clarification deemed necessary for the purposes of

settlement of dispute.”.

7. Amendment in section 41, Act XVIi of 1996. — (1) in section 41, -

(a) for sub-section (2), the following shall be substituted, namely

S. No Status

(1) (3)

1. Chairman

2. Member
Ex-officio

3. Member
Ex-officio

4, Member

5. Members

oL e Federal Government shall appoint three Independent (Indepe erit)
"Members from the private sector, each of whom shall

possess the requisite quahf‘ catlons competence, knowiedge,

Wil f hterprises Act, 2023 (VII of 2023) offices of

FEL
%e qpt"separate the quorum of a meeting of

the Chairman and the Managlng@ i:tpr
55 @'&5

E
@
'Efﬁ

(c) %’-sectnon (7), the words “Federal Government” , the words “the Board

of Directors of the National Telecommunication Corporation” shall be

substituted;



(d) in sub-section (14), the words “available for public inspection” the words
“published on the official website of National Telecommunication

Corporation” shall be substituted; and

"41A. Man;;%g g gﬁg or oj:;ﬁe National Telecommunication Corporation. -

mgg%fxg Director of the National Telecommunication

listing and interview
'\
£

Federal Government.



(5) The Managing Director of the National Telecommunication Corporation

shall including but not limited to, -

(a) be responsible for the day to day management of the National

Telecommunication Corporation;

(b) ensure the proper implementation of strategies and polic

(c) putin place appropriate arrangemer
are properly safeguarded _g@?ggx’e t,g,é%:e
3 2 %‘13 ﬂfé&&% F P A Z
effectively and in ac% ance. %ﬁif objective of the National
Bl A Sga
Telecommunication ’f%?%‘or Eé:g nd-all.other statutory obligations.

!ﬂi & .

appointed for a term of three years on a

i P I wy
ts.to ensure that-flsnds and resources
A 4 -

conomically, efficiently and

o

(7) The an(nual_ erformance review of the Managing Director shall be

undertaken by W@oard of Directors.

the removal.”.

9. Amendment o

sub-section (2), -

(a) in clause (i}%

shall be substituted;




{c) in the proviso, for the words “Federal Government”, the words “Prime

Minister” shall be substituted.

Insertion of new section 58A, Act XVII of 1996. — In the said Act, after section

10.
58, the following new section 58A, shall be inserted, namely: -

The Pakistan Telecommt
for regulation and developm
there is a need to update ag @odermze the existing law to address emerging reqmrements of the sector
isfan Telecommunication (Re-organization) (Amendment) Bill, 2025 has been

coordinated deployment of telecommunication infrastructure and associated netwerk, facﬂltles and by
prov1dmg for a structured mechamsm for resolunon of compla.lnts and settlem t nf dlsputes a]ong with

access, which is essential for development of the/tci ' segt%and f%néfh Iring seamless, affordable
and uninterrupted access to telecommunication eryic cansu;uers 4cross the country.

It also seeks to bring the National Te@o@ ation Co
and @*Act 2023 (VII of 2023), in order to improve its
_ﬁaﬁ 'pagmzy and efficiency in line with applicable laws

Telecommumcatlon AM%@%PTW -&‘Jrer to provide for determination of remuneration of the
Chairman and Members OF?TAQ%}I T

statutory authorities i
of powers, sectora ent and operational efficiency, in pursuance of the decision of the Honourable

o -~

£/
¢ L\fl a -~ . t.r‘-./\_‘.xy"«’\,—f‘ X ,i_

e

(SHAZA FATIMA KHAWAJA) J
Federal Minister for IT & Telecom

The Secretary,
National Assembly,
Islamabad.
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