
I AS PASSED BY I{ATIOITAI ASSEMBLY I

A

BILL

to establlth the Nalional Agi-trdde ahd Food Salety Authority

WHEREAS, lt is erpedi€Dt to regulate the qurlity aspects of
agrochemicrls, agricultural produce, plants, etrih.ls, atrd products b.sed
thereoE used as food, feed or othcrwisc beitrg erport d (o or imported from
othcr countrics in accordatrce with the recogDizad sanit{ry rnd
phytosanitary mcrsures or quali+ standards and to facilitate ioternational
trade ,nd inter-provitrcial trade thercof on competitive blsis in the tight of
domestic needs and internationrl commitments;

CI{APTER _ I
PRELIMNARY

I Short titlc, €rt€nt and commencement.- (l) This Act shall be
caUed the National Agri-trade aIld Food Safety Auhority Act, 2025-

(2) It cxtcrds to the whote ofPakista.L

(l) It sball come into force at ooce.

2. DelinitioEs- -ID this Act, ur css there is aoything rcpugnant iE
thc subject or context-

(i) 
-adulterated 

pesticidel means a pesticide with which
spurious, deleterious or harmful substancc has bccn mixcd or which
is wholly or mainty incffectivc for the purposc for which it is
intendcd;

(ii) 
-Advisory Committcel meatrs thc corrunittee constituted
ullder section [0;

(iii) 
-Agricultual productl includes all produce of agriculture
or honiculture, forcsq and plaDts, a[ prcducts ofgeactic sequencint
information, single-cell proteins, and Ploducts of biotechnology
intended for use food or fccd and all good rrlsicd to food or drink
wholly or pardy manufured from ally such producr;

(iv) -agrcchemicalsl include,s pesticidcs, gowth
rcgulators, pheroroones, kairamones, growlh iDhibitoE, atI_aots,
repelleots, rodenticides, miticides, excluding fertilizers or micro-
trutricnts, DNA based chemicals t,sed for Faceability;

(v) 
-animall means a living thm8 thal is not a human or plaDt;



(vi) 
-atrimal 

productsl means an)'thing originating or madc, whcther in
wholc or in pan, ftom an animal or tom a carcass and includes
blood. bones. bone marrow, casings, dairy products, eg8s, honcy.
fat, foodstuffs of animal origin, hair, hides, honrs, hooves,
honEoEes, atrd lhei biological pr?arations, offel, sccd EEterials
for research putposes. semen, ova and embryos, skin, tcEdons,
viscera, wool zLnd any other substance of animal origin cxcluding
germinal products. biological products and pathological malerial as

may be speci6ed;

(vii) 
-Appc[ate CommiEecl means tbc Committee constituted under
this Act;

(viii) -Authoriryl means the National Agri-trade and Food Safety
ADthority (NAFSA) estabtishei under this Ac(;

(ix) 
-aurhoriz-ed ofhccrl meatrs aE omcer nomioated by the Authorily
under lhis Act for excrcising powcrs and performing fiuctions in
accordance wih the prowisions of this Ac1 aDd the rulcs and
rEgulatioos made thTeuoder;

(x) 
-Boardl meaDs the Board of Covcmo.s constituted under tbis Act;

(xi) 
-business 

operalorl Eeans a natural or legal pcrson rcgistcred with
the Authoriry undcr this Act;

(xii) 
-certificalel means thc certificate of quality and sanihry and
phlrrosaDirary (SPS) compliance, adEal health certificate, or any
other certificate issued by the authorizcd officer lo the bBincss
operator confirmiog compliance with the provisiorls of this Act;

(xiii)

(xiv)

-{hairpetsonl means Chairperson of tbe Board;

-comparttrentl means a.o animal sub-population contained in
olle or morc prcmis€s under a common biosecurity manegement
system with a distinct health stah.Lg with respect to a specific aoimal
disease or diseases for which surveillance, conkol afld biosecDrily
measurcs have beeo applied for thc purpose of irtemational trad4

(xv) 
-Complaint Resolution Committeel means the complaint resolution
committec constibted under this Act;
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(xvr) -cropl includes all agncultural or horticultural crops and all
trecs, bushes, hcrbs, shrubs, grass, pla s, rooh, frngi and algae
grouh for coEmercial or recreatioDal purposes;

(xvii) 
-Departrnentl 

mea:rs Animal Quarantide DepartrneEt alld
Dcpartment of Plant Protection;

(rviii) 
-Director Cenerall means the direclor general o[ the Authority
appointe/ under this Act;

(xix)
-diseasel 

Eeans sullering from or carryiag any iDfcctious or
contagious disease or such diseasc as may be declarcd by thc
Fcderal Govemrneot toE time !o timc by mtificarion in the ofEcial
GazEfte;

(xx) -f€.dl means animal fced, including hay, roughage, conceoEate
or any other substaocc used for fecdiog ahioals;

G*i) -aormulationl means the combination of various
ingredients designcd to rEndcr the product Lsefrl and eflective for
the purposc claimcd and for the cnvisagd modc of application.

(xxrr)
-foodl means any substance, whether proccssed- semi-processed
or iew, which is inteDdcd for humaD coosuEption and includes
liquid and any subst nce *'hich bas becn uscd in thc ma[uEcn]ring,
preparation or Eestn€nt of food excludin8

(a) rncdicinal products within the meaning ofthe Drug Rcgulatory
Authority of Pakista! AcL2012 (XXl ol2Ol2);

(b)

(c)

(xxiri)

tobacco and tobacco products; and

narcotic or psychotropic subslances;

-food safetyl me€ns safety me43rres takcn by thc Fcderal
Covefirment to eosure that food intended for export or import
complies v,,ith applicable SPS standards;

(xxiv) 
-goodsl Eea.ns agricultural product, ago-chemicals, aoimal,
animal products, plant, fisb, fish products, fe€d, food and
pesticides;

(xxv) 
-grade 

desiglationl oe3ns the grade desigDation prEscribcd as

indicarive ofthe quality ofany producq
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(xxvi) 
-grade designation mark- means a mark prescribed as rcpresentinB
a particular giadc desi8nation;

(xxvii)
-harmful olgaaisml mcans any living stage of any or all iDsc.ts,
mit6s, dematodes, protozoa, sluts, snails, or other inve(ebrate
animats, fungi, bacteria, parrsitic plants, virus or reproductive puls
thereoi or any pathogen- weed, rodent. or other plant and animal
orgaDism which oay, dircctty or indirectly, injure or cause dis&se
to any plaot or a[imal species;

(xxviii) 
-hazardl mea.os a biological, chemical or physical agcot including
bio-idenriial or synthetic hormones with the poteolial to causc an
adverse efFcct on food safety, anirnal heatth or plant health and

includes bio-identical or synthetic hormones;

(xxix) 
-intemational 

slandards, guidelines and re€ommendationsl shall
|li.c,Jude, inter-alia,-

(a) for food safety, the sratrdards, guideli.oes aod recommeodations
established by thc Codex Alimentarius Commisrion;

(b) for animal health aIld zoonoses, the standards. guidelines and

lecorDmerdations developed undff the auspices of the Wortd
Organization for Animal Hea]th (WOAH);

(c) for plant health, the iDtemarional standards. guidclines and
rccom-metrdatious devcloped under the auspices of the Seqetariat of
de Intemational Pla.ot Protection ConveDtion (IPPC) in cooperation
with regional organizalions opcrating withm the Aamework of thE
(IPPC);

(d) for testing laboratones, the general requirements for the
competenc€ ofcalibration a.trd tcsting laborarories laid dowu in ISO
Standard 17025 ollhe Intemational Slandards Organization; and

G)

(xxx)

for matlcrs not covered above, &ppropriale staEdards, guidelhes,
and recommendations adopted by other rclevant intemational
organizations;

-invasive alien speciesl means plants, animals oa other orgadsBs
that cause significant harm to the environmenl, economy human
health, where those are not nativc;

(xxxi) 
-maximum rcsidue limitl or -MRLI means the maximum
concenEation ofa residuc that is legally permittcd or recogDizcd as



acccptablc in or otr a food or agncultural commodity or admal
feedstuff;

(xxxii) 
-nominated 

departrnentl means departnent or any legal cntity in
the provinccs nominated by the provincial Covemment;

(xxxiiD
-notifrable 

animal diseasel means thc animal diseses of national
and intemaiional concem, that must be reported to the veterinary
authority within a dcfrned time &amc when suspectcd by owDers,
vets or laboralories;

(xxxiv)
-official coltroll means progranunes, processcs, procedures or
meahanisEls developed by thc Authority for the purposc of
iroplemeoting thc SPS measures and coEtrol of pathogenic agents,
harmful organisms, pests, pcsticidea or diseases as p.Escribod undcr
the regulatioEs;

(xxxv) 
-personl means a natural or adificial p€rson and may include a

comparcy, firm, association of persoDs, aulhority, or any other Hy
corporate;

(xxxvi)
-pestl meals ary species, sEain or biotype of ph , a Itral
or pathogenic agent injurious to plaDts and plant products, mate.ials
or eovirooraeats ad includ€s vcctors of parasitcs or pathogeDs of
human and animal diseasc and animals cauii[g public health
Euisa[ce;

(xxr(vii)
-pcsticidcsl merns alry substa[ce or mixtlrrc ofsubsta.Dces used or
rcpresetrtcd as a mczrns for preveuting, deshoyhg, rcpctting
miligating or controlling, direcdy or indirectly or any harmful
organism;

(xxxviii)
-placed on (hc marked means the holding or displalng for sale,
offering for sa.le, selting delivering or aay othcr form ofplacing on
the market, and rctail and wholesale Eade;

(xxxix) -pland means all species of planls, crops, or parts tiereot
whether living or dead, includiog stcrs, branchcs, tubers, bulbs,
coms, stocLs, bud-wood, cuttings, layers, slips, suckeB, roots,
aqualic algae, leaves, flowers, fruitr atrd serds;

(xl) 
-points 

of coryl atrd -poi s of exitl nre:ur aay sea port airpon,
dry-port or land routes respechvely declarcd by the Federal
Goyemmenr designated for tle ioport or export of aDy Soods;
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(xli) 
-prescnbedl 

mearls prescribed by rule or regulations made under
th$ Act;

(xlii) {uatityl means conformity to prescribed requiremeot or
spe'cificatron ofa product or servrce;

(xliii) 
-quarantine facilityl means a site or premises provided or approved

by the Authority lor the isolation and examination of goods

intended for import or export;

(xti9 
-sanitary 

atrd phytosanitary (SPS) me-asurel means measures to be
prescribed by rules and implementcd to--

(a) protect human life or health or cnvimnment from risks arising from
harmful organisms caricd by animals, plants or prodtrcts based
thereon, or from the entry, establishment or spread of harmful
organisms includin8 invasive alien species;

(b) protect anirnal or plant life or health liom risks arismg from the

-aEy; establishment{r sprcad of'harmfu I organisms;

(c) protect humarl animal or pla-ol liie or health from risks arisiog from
additives, ccatamilanls, residues of pesticidel and veterinary drugs.
toxiN or disease-causing orgaaisms in food and feed; or

(d) prevent or timit other damage from the entry, establishmeDt or
spread of harmfut o.ganisrns including alien invasive species via
Eade and commerce in products to wbich this Act applies.

(xlv) 
-Sclentific Crrnmitteel meais the committee constihrted urder this

Act;

(xlvi) 
-scientific advicel means the advice rendered by the scieDtific
commifiee based on scientific evidence and loov.ledge under this
Act;

(xtvii)
-sub-slandardl 

when used with reference to a pesticide, mea$ any
pesticide the strength or purity of which falls below the professed
standard or quality which is exFessed on its Iabel or ulder which it
is sold or a pesticide any valuable ingredient of which has been
wholly or partiatty extsacteq

(xlviii) -WOAl{l means -World Organization of Animal
Healthl previously known as 

-Office 
Intemational des Epizootiesl

(OIE) an
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intergovemmeutal orSanization and global authoriry oo animal
health.

(xlB) 
-zoncl means a defined pan of a tcnitory coEtahing an a mal

subpopulation with a distinct health status with respcct to s speaific
aniDal diseasc or drseases for whicb surveillance, cootrol and
biosecurity measurcs have been applied for the purpose of animal
diseasc prevcntioo, control or eradication and htemational Eade-

CHAPTER II
ESTABLISHMENT AND MANAGEMENT

3. Establishment o( th. Authority--{l) Upon the corDmencement
of this Act, thcre shall be esrablished an authority to be known as thc NatioEl
Agri-x-adc aad Food Safcty Aurtrority (NAFSA) lo carry our the purposcs of this
AcL

(2) The Authoriry shall be a body corporate, having perp€Nal
succession a[rd a cofirmoo seal with powcr, lo enler into contsacls, acquirc, hold
ad disposc of properry, botb movabte and irooova.ble, a.rrd to suc and be sucd iD
its name-

(3) The headquarters of tie Authority shall bc at Islamabad and i! may
establish such other placas i! Pakistan as it may dcem ncc€ssary.

4. Borrd of Governors.-{t) Thc gcneral supcdntcndence, policy
direction. o"e6ight, alrd all matters pertaidog to thc policy aDd adEids!-ation of
the Authority shall vest in the Board- The Board shall consist of a Chairperson
and tbe foltowilg mcrobels who shall be appointcd by the PriEe Mitristcr for a

lerm of l.hrce yesrs, namely :-

(a) sir membcrs who are Secrchrics of the dcparhnetrt coDccrned with
thc aEaiE of Agricuttue or livcstock DcparEneDts in thc Punjab,
Siod5, Khyber Pakttuathwa, BalochttaD. Azad Jaumu and
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltislan;

O) one representative each, not below thc mnk of Addilional Searahry
ftom division crncemcd with rhe affaiG of Datiooal food sccurity
and research, climate changq commerce, science End technolory
and 6nancc;

(c) two fcmale meobcrs with expenisc in food safety, food
tcchnology, public health, agronomy, ora relatcd field;

(d) two mcmbers from academia or research organizrions; and
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(e) lhree members, one each from-

(i) pla rclatcd trading associations;

(ii) aoimal t-adhg associations; and

(iii) the Federation ofPakistan Chambers ofcommerce and
Industry (FPCCD.

(2) The ChairpeGon shall be a person known for his irtegrity and
cminence havinS experience of not l€ss than rwelve years in any relevanl field
includinS food safety, food tecbnology, public he,rlth, agronomy, adrnal health,
trade and economics or a related field.

(3) The Dire.tor General of the Aurhoriry shall serve as an er-oficio
member ofthe Board, having tro right to vote, and shall act as the secrerary of tle
Board

(4) The Eembers, other than er-olfiero member, shall be appointed on
such lErrns and conditions as may bc dctcrmined by the Prime Mirister. No
peEon shall be appointed ss a member of tie Board for morc than two
consecutive term.

(5) The Chairperson or a member, other tha! the e.x-oln.io membe$,
may rn lltiting addressed to lhe Prime Minisler, resign from his o[I'ice.

(6) The Prime Minister fiay removc rhe Chairperson or any member
ftom oflice if they arc found iacapable of discharging their dutie.s due to lack of
inlcresl- non-perforEance, or upon conviction by a court oflaw.

(7) The Chairperson or any member, othcr than an er-oltrcio member,
shall be deemed to have vrcated their officc if they are absent witbout pnor
intimation to thc Board ftom morc than three coGecutivc oe€tings oathe Board.

5. Functions eEd pow€rs of tbc Authority.<t) The Authorily shall
carry oul its fi.mctiotrs, namely:-

(i) develop, apply and achieve compliance with SPS measures in
relation to import, export and inter-regional trade of goods taking
into account intcmational standards, guidelines and
recommenda tions;
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(it) adopt and administcr all acs alrcady taken by thc Fedcral
Govemment with rcgard to SPS measures in relation to imports,
exporls, and iotet-rcgional trade ofgoods:

(iii) register ary busin.ss opcrator if not alrcady registcrcd with any
othtr authority or govemment entity in such manncr as may be
prescribcd;

(iv) ensuc compliance with SPS slr.odads by businass operaton
through a system of ofl'icial controls, which it may carry out at any
stagc ofprEparation ofgoods me3rt for cxporq

(v) eosure compliance by business ope.atos with track aud h'ace or
marking and gade dcsignatiotr re4uirehents ofgoods;

(vi) rc8is(c{ and regulate formularion plan6 in such manner as may be
prescribed;

(vii) implement inspeclion and qurrantine controls at poinls of en!ry and
points of cxit with regard to import and rxport ofgoods;

(viii) constitutr sub-cammittees as required for carryiflg out the purposes
ofthis Act;

(ix) regulate, prohibit and restrict the impon or export of goods likely to
iatoducc harmful ortanisrE, invasivc spccies, or dis€&ses to any
other goo,3 or humans, as per the prcscrib€d mechanisnu

(x) issuing and cancel registration or other c€rtificates and lic€nsei for
activitiB rc4uiritrt c.nificates or licens€s under this Act;

(xi) supervising a.trd monitoring business operators (cFrdfug SPS

compliancc, food safety and quality standards;

(xiD coordinate with Provincial Govemments to implement SPS

measurcs for the production, transportatiorl storagc, and marketing
of goods intcDded for cxport ftom Pakist n, as well as for rElatcd
pulposei uoder rhis Act;

(rdi,) prepare and implemcnt national crisis management plans for tle
coEhol of risks regarding thc application of SPS measurcs with thc
coordinatioD of thc rclevant Provincial authoritics on such teftlrs
and couditioDs as may be prescribed;

(xiv) nomiflate, notify orestablisb lhe accrcdited testing laboratories;
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(iv) submit all mandarory or voluntary documentation or reportiog to
the intemational bodies, convention, associations ororBanizalions.

(xvi) managemeDt and administation ofbiosecurity measures applied to
zones and compaftments for the purposes of export certification;

(xvii) condud omcial veterinary diagnostic tests and analysis, issuance of
test result! and intemarional veterinary certificates for the purposes
of intemationat notifications of notifiable animal diseases or the
export ofGoods;

(xviii) represent Pakistan in bilaleral regioual and intemational forums
relatei to international fade in animals and animal producLs;

(xix) intemational coorditration and markct access negotiations for export
and impon ofgoods iocludiog animals and animal producls;

Oo() prorection ofendangered arcas and designation, maintenance and
surveillance ofpest ftee areas and areas oflow pest prevelance-

(2) In performing its tunctions arrd Exercising its powers as s€t out in
sub-scction (l), the Aurhority Eay-

(i) engage in any study or project relating to any matter under this Act
and ir conjmctiotr with other authodties, iDtemational agencies or
organizations;

(ii) levy such charges and fees for thc performance of its functions in
such manller as may be prescribed:

(iii) detendne a service strucn re appropriate to the functiom and
apPoitrt such oftceE atrd €mployes, advisors. consultznts, experts
or scientists a! Equired necessary on such terms afld conditions as
may be prcscribo(

(iv) approvc anoual budget cstimates for rhe submission to the Federal
Governmenq

(v) receive and matrage property, income, grants, contributions made to
it, raise loar$ add to invest any fund representing such prcperty,

Srants, bequests, trusts, gifu, donations, endowments or
contributioEs in accordance with applicable laws;

(vi) hold training prognu nes, national and inlemational conf€rences,
policy seminars, s)nuposia, or awareness workshops or any oiher
activity deemed neces$ry for promoting the SPS measures;
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(vLi) conduct studies, surveys, experimetrts and analysis of data for
applic.ation ofthe SPS measues in inlemational tsade:

(viii) work to secure and sustain Darket access for goods govemed under
this Act, and en$ring their unrestdcted and continuous movement
within domestic and iotcmational markets and approve digitat
transaction and guarantec for system generaied cenificate, as lhe
case may be;

(ix) impose pcnatty or fitrcs; and

(x) perform atry other function and dcal with mattcrs and things that
may be necessary or ihcidenlal thereto for lhc fulfilrncnt of its
functions undcr this Act or may be assigned to it by thc Federal
Covemmcnl, from timc to time

(3) The Autiority may entrust or outsource any of its functions to a

peNon, authority, agency or company through a codract aFangement, on such
tcrms and conditions as may be mutually agreed.

6. Delegation.-Thc Autho.ity may dclcgate any of its powers and

functioDs uDder this Act to the Director General or any authorized officer, exc€pt
section 42, under tfiis Act, subject to such conditions as may bc prescribed.

7. Me€tings of the Board.{l) The Board shall rocct quarrcrly or as

oftcn as is exf,cdient 1o perfom its functions or on the specific advicc of the
Fcderal Govemmc[L

(2) Thc Chairperson, and itr his abscncc, ary other member elcctcd by
lhe members present at a meeting, shall preside thc m@ting of the Authority.

(3) Tbe quorud of a Eclting of lhe Board shall bc siEpte dEjority of
the totat mcmbcrship, includhg lhe Chairpe6on ard a representative from the
Ministry of Natiooal Food Security and Rcseirch.

(4) A aeeting of the Authority shall bc held in such ma$er as may be
prescribd and uotil so provide4 ss may be determin.d by the Authority.

(5) No act or proceeding of the Board or its committees shall be

deemed invalid solely duc to any vacancy or defect in their co[stilution.

8. Director Cenerrl,-{l) The Fcdcral Govcmment shall, by
notilicatioo ia lhc official Gazette, appoint a petson as Dircctor General on such

lerms and conditions as may be prescribed by rules, for a term of three yea$. The
Director Getreral rDay bc reappointcd for a[other lerm lor three years.
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(2) The Dircctor Gencrat shall be the Chief Executive Offic€r of the
Authority and shall be responsible for thc day to day administiation ofthe affairs
of the Authority and shall exercise such powers and functioos as may be
prescribed or assigncd to hrm by the Authority-

9. Sciendfic Committee.<l) There shall be a scientific committee
of the Aulhoriry which shall be responsible for rendering scientiEc or t€ahnical
advice on Elatters referred by thc Board or the Dirccto! General.

(2) The Board shall establish operational guidetines for the Scientific
Colnmittca.

(3) The sciedific corrunittee shall comprise of a minimum of fifteen
( 15) eminent scientists ftom the public and privale scctor who shell be appointed
by lhe Authority for a term of tfuee years on such Ierms and conditioEs as may be
prcscribcd.

(4) The Au$ority shalt appoint the convener of the scientific
comminee from amongst ils members.

(5) tfa subject rcquiring advice ftom the Scientific Commitlee falls
outside the expe(ise of its mcmbers, Gc ScienLific Committee rnay recommend
to th€ Board or lhe Director Geneml that the rnattcr be.efarred to any other
corffnittec established utrder this Act.

(O The Board or rhe Director General, as the case mey be, shall take
mto account the scientifrc advice, which shall be binding only with rcspect to thc
issues specifically referred by lhe Board.

(7) The Scientific Cornmittee may, on its own iniliativc, providc
tcchlical or scientific advice to thc Board or the Drrector General:

Providcd tha! such adiice shall not be binding otr thc Board or the
Director Ceneral.

10. Advisory Committees.-(l) The Board shall establish as many
Advisory committeas as it deems appropriate for various trades alld subjects and
shall be responsible for improving thc existing SPS standards, monitoring
maximum residual limib (MRLS) ofpesticides and other chemicals, assessing the
slomge and post-harvest losses, improvement in larm practeices, ts'ansportation,
inler-regional tsade of goods, providing training and awarcness, provincial
coordination or and carrying out any other functions as directed by the Authority.

(2) The Board shau establish the opcrational tuidelitres for the
advisory committccs
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(3) Thc advisory coEaince shall comprise of representatives of lhe
Federal add proviocial govemmcnB, experu in the subject area and relevent
sukeholdcrs from public 6trd private sector.

(4) The Board shall appoint thc convener of the advisory cornmitte€
from amongst its memb€rs,

I l- ReDunerrtion rnd qpehses.- (l) The Authority shall pay such
remuneration to the Dircctor General and its employecs as may be prescribed

(2) The Audority shall pay such meeting fees, expeDses or
rcmunemtioq as thc case rruy bq as may be prescribe4 to the Chairpe6on,
mcmbers ofthe Board alld the Committees, constituted uDder this Act.

CHAPTER IU
FOOD SAFETY AND SPS MEASTIRES

12. Requirement lo comply with the SPS mersures.-Thc goods
intended for import or dxpoft shall comply with the SPS measures under this Act
as may be prescribe4

13. Inter-regionsl tredc.-<l) Thc inter-regional u"ade iD goods
betrveen provioces shall comply with the SPS and food safety srandards.

(2) The Authority shall aduse provinces to adopt uniform SPS

measures and food safcty sbndards.

(3) The Authority shall noti& pmvinces of risks sssociatcd with tle
rcgional movement of food, fced, or animalq as may bc prcscribed.

(4) Atry disputc arisiug betweeo proviaces rcgardiog compliance with
SPS meisurcs or food safoty statrdards, or associeted risks m humar4 plant, or
a mal hcalt\ shell bc Eferrcd to thc advisory committc. for resolulioD and, if
rcquirEd so, io the Scicotific Coo.Bittce for technical advice-

14. Import trd export of rgriculturel products, food, fccq animrl
end rnimrl products. <l) NotwidEtanding atry provisions containcd in this
Act, the Authority shall have dre powe( to rocognize, asscss, and notiry SPS

certificates. The Authoriry may, based on scientific advicc, impose specral
condil.iols oD any country whose SPS measures arc de€mcd unsatisfactory to
safeguard pla.nt, animal and hula.o hcalth wi6id Pakishn.
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(2) No goods shall be impo(ed in(o Pakistan uoless accompani€d by a

cenrficare issued by the relevant aurhonry of thc exponing countr_y, certi$ing
complEnce with the SPS conditions norfied under sub-section (l)-

(3) All goods in Eansit llrough the tcrritory of Pakistan for
transportation lo anolher destination shall be subrect to the applicable SPS
conditions.

(4) Transit of banned pesticides, getrctically modificd organisftLs
(GMOS) which are not regulated by the National Biosafety Corffnittee (NBC) of
Pakistan and unliceosed food or seeds, shall trot be allowed.

15. Appointment of authorizcd officers.-{l) The Aulhority may
appoint such number of oflicers as authorized ofhcers as may be necessary for
thc performancc ofits functions under this Act.

(2) Subjcct to ihe provisions oi this Act and the regulations made
thercunder, thc Authority may confer the powe6 of thc Authorized Officcrs, as

may be prescribed, upon any oflicers of the Aulhoiity, Feal'eaa Goveruh'ent,
Provincial Govcmment or any other statutory e ity established by tbe Federal or
Provincial govemment

16. Powers of authorized ofticers:-{l) Subjecr to provisions of this
Act, dle au&orizcd of6cer may,-

(a) at any rcasonable hour or whcnevcr work is in progrcss in any
establishment in which goods are belicved to be produce4 store4
processed or packaged for export, enter that eslablishment for the

Purposes of carrying or:r offrcial coDtols so as !o determine
compliance with the SPS measures, animal health or food $fety;

(b) inspect or examine goods in any estrbtishment to which this Act
applies, or which is uscd or capable of bciug uscd for the
prcparation of goods for cxport porposes and shall take samptes
thereof for laboratory a.oalysis;

(c) stop and search any pcrson, luggagc, vehicle, vessel, raihr€y
wagon, or aircraft at any point of clltry or exit carrying goods
subject to this Act, examinc such goods and take samples thereofj
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(d) require disinfection of any premises, aircraft, railway wagon,
carriage,vessel or vehicle of atly description Llsed for carrying
animals or animal products,

(e) inspect the goods for compli?rnce with the prescribed grade
designatioo and marking;

(f) calt for such book, documeots or other records in aay medium
whatsoever which he believes to contain any information or data

relevaflt to the eDforcement of the provisioEs of this Act with
respect to the goods, make copies thereof and take extracts there
faom;

(g) seize or detain for such time, as may be necessary, the gooG by
means of, or in relation to whicl! he k of the opinion that the
provisions ofthis Act have been conhavened and shall, at the time
of seizure or detentiorl inform, in 'r,riting, the business operator or
the person from *'hose possessiotr the seizue or detenlion is made,
ofthe grounds for the said actioD:

(h) prohibit the export of animats which does not complianl to SPS

measure or other specified cotrditions to carry;

(i) deport any animal or a[imal products, at the expense of the person
importing such animal or animal product, the import of which is

prohibited by the Fedeml GoveEEent;

O transfer goods to a quarantine facility for such time period as may
be prescribed;

(k) ensure that the prescribed conditions are followed in the quarantine
aacility;

(l) direct business operators or importer or exporter, as the case may be

to conduct the prescribed tests, processes, or procedurcs on Gods
and order their destsudion if such tests confirm the presence of any
harmful orgaaism or disease;

(m) order disposal of clothing, fittings, fodder, hamess, container or
litter that may have been iD contact witb, or pertair ng to, diseased
animals or animal products;

(n) conduct survey ofgoods processing platrLs with a view to determile
their fitness for registration and their observance with the

provisions ofthis Act;
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(o) se€k assishnc€ from a police ollicer or ofhcer of any law
enfo.cement agency for use of force that is reasonably necessary

while carRring out his iroctons utrder this Act; and

(p) cxercisc any other function assigned to him by thc Authoriry

I7. Transpar€ncy.- (t) The Authority may cotrduc! consultative and
st keholder consukation compliance to international commiEnents and rnarket
accass, during the preparatioq evfialion and revision of SPS measures uoder
this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to any oLher law for the time beiog in force,
where there are reasonable Brounds to slBp€ct that Goods may pr€sclt a risk for
human health, arimal health aid plant health, t[en depending otr thc nature,
seriousness and extent of that risk, $e Authority shall !6ke appropriatc steps to
inform the business operato( atrd, if necessary, thc gelerat public, of lhe Bature of
the rhk to human health, animal health, plant hcalth or identiryiog to thc tullest
extent possible the risk that the Goods may present, aud the measurcs which ate
taken or about to be taken to prevenl, reducc ot eliminate tbat risk.

(3) Without prejudic. to any other law, the Authoriry shall p.escribe
internal accountability mcchanism lo prevcDt lhc misuse of frrnds, power or
authoriry under this Act

CHAPTER - TV

JURISDICTION, OFFENCES AND PENAITIES

18, Aiding or rbelting and offence under section 20.-Any person
who by atry mcans whatsoever anempts or aid or abets lhe coEuDissioo of ao
offence under section 20 shall be puDishable with the same punishment as
provided for the offenc! itself.

19. Offences by comp.nies, etc.-Whcre an ofrenc€ pudshablc under
section 20 has been comrnitted by a company, alry pcrson who, at the lime the
offence \r,zs committed, was in cbarge of aod was res?onsible to the company for
the conduct of the business of the company, as wcll as any dirEctor or partrer of
the company, shall be decEei to be guilty of tbe ofTence slrd shall be liable to be
proceeded against and punished accordingly:

Provjded that nothing contained in this section shall render atry such
person liable to any punishm€nt provided in this Act ifhe proves that the offence
was commitled without his knowledge or that he exercised due diligcnce ro
prevenl the cornmission oFsuch offence.
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20. Offcnces -A penotr shall be guilty ofan offcoc€ undcr this Act, if

(i) imports or .nuses the importatioD of atry animal or aoimal product
fiom a country or tcrritory ftom where sr.rch impon is banned or
prohibi@d due to th€ prcsence or sNpected preseDca, or risk of
transmission of specified disease;

(ii) impors or cxporls aly aairnal wilhout a valid hca.lth c€rtificate
issued by the competent authority ofthe exporting counfy, or with
a fake, forgei, or Faudulent ce(i6cate;

(iii) imports, manufacteures, aormulates, sells, offer for sell, hold in
stock for salc, or advertise for sale aa adultera.ted pesticide;

(iv) refuses to permit insp€cIion ofa fomulatioD planq

(v) supplies animal or animal product fron\ or process ?rnimal product
in. any eslablishment or premises which is not approved or
rcgistered for that particular expoG

(vi) denics to quarantine thc animals as requircd und6r this Act or
rcgulatiorls thcreurder;

(vii) removes animal, animal products from a quannrine facilily or shift
thc sarne to some other unapprovcd ptemises;

(viiD

(n)

stores or proccss sutstandard pesticides or agochetnicals;

expo(ts the animals and animal poducts \vitbout observint the
satritary rcquircments of thc importing country;

(x) submits take or forged tab reports, pre-shipment iDsp€ction rcport,
manufacturing certificate, cou.atry of origin certifcatc rEgardilg
quantity, qualiry or typc ofgoods;

(xi) fails to report any diseise, patho8en associated with importcd planl
plant material or animal i! quaEntine facility;

(xii) farls to submit report, data or atry olhcr documeats required by the
Auihorize O[Iicer about imported Boods in quarantiac facility;

(xiii)

(n,)

plants plant and pla[t material at urregistered quafatrtinc facility;

imports or storc bamed agrochemicals pesticidcs;
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(xg

(xvi)

(xvii)

(xviii)

(xix)

impons and storEs hazardous pcsticides without due precautions;

&nies to p€rform SPS mcasures or fulfill sp€cial conditions;

willfuUy obstructs, hinders or resists the Authorized Oflicer from
carrying out a firnction undcr this Act;

stores or process adulterated pesticides or agochemicals;

wilfutly obstructs, hinders or resists the police officer or officer of
law enforcing aganies aisisting the Authorized Offrcer, in carrying
out a function ulder this Act:

(xx) imports, manufachtes, formulates, sells, offcrs for sale, holds in
stock for sale or adveniscs for sale an adulterated or baDned
pesticide;

(xri) sells, offers to sale, stores or holds unregistered, fake, adultcrated
expired agrochemicals or pesticides in markeq

(xxii) attempLs !o import or export withour thc requircd documcnts or
atteopting to import or cxport undeclarcd goods;

(xxiii) refuses to comply wirh specat condilions ofimpo(ing country;

(xxiv) imports any animal without declarhg and registcring a $rarantine
facility;

(xxv) selts or olIcrs to sale agrochemicals and pesticidcs with incomplcte
label and seal ofpesticide containers, bags or similar items;

(xxvi) wilfully conceals a fac! makes a falsc slatement to, or misleads, the
Aulhorized Oftrc€! who is carrying out a function under this Act or
rcSulations; and

(xxvii) denies to show prescribed rcgister, arqls, stores, labs etc.

2 t. Penattiet.-Whosoever contraveDe any provisio! of section 20,
shallbe in clse ofcontraveotion ofclauses -

(i) (D, (ii), (iii) or (iv) shall be punisbable with imprisonment for a
term which may extcnd to three yeaE, or with fine which may
cxtend to three million rupees or with both and where an accused
was directed by th€ Authorized Officer for immediate
discontinuance ofthe ofTence, rhe Coun may impose a funher fine



which may cxtend to finy Uousaod rupees for every day for the
period the oflence continues;

(ii) (v), (vi), (vii) and (viii) shall be punishable with imprisonment for a

tcrm which may exrend to two yerrs, or with fine whicb may
extend to two million rupccs or with both and wherc atr accuscd
was directed by the authorized officer for immediate discontinuance
of the offeDc€, the Court may impose a fiuther fioc wbich may
exrend to twcnty fivc thousand rupe€s for cvcry day for the period
thc offence continues;

(iii) (ix), (x), (xi), (xiD, (riiD, (xiv), (xv), (xvi), (xvii), (xviii), (rk), (n)
or (xxi) shall be punishable with imprisoEraeat for a tcrm which
Euy extend to one ycar, o! witlr fine whicb Bay cxtctrd to onc
million rupets or with bolh afld where an accus€d u,.5 directad by
thc Authorized Ofliccr for imocdiate discontinuancc of thc
offence, thc Court may impcse a further fine which may extend lo
ten thousard rupees for every day for Ihc period the offencc
continueq aod

(iv) (xxir), (xxiii), (xxiv), (xxv), (>cKvi) or (xxvii) shatt bc liabte !o pay
finc which may extcnd to &ve huDdred thoBand rupcls aDd whcrc
an accused was dirEcted by thc authoriz€d ofiicer for immediatc
discontinuance of the offence, thc Court may imyrcse a firther finc
which may extetrd to one thouaud rupccs for every day for thc
period the offcnce continues.

22. CoC izs.nce ol olleoces.-{l) Notwid$tandint anything cortaincd
in lhe Code of Criminal Procedure, I t98 (Act V of 1898), thc Coud of Sessions
shall take cogDizance ofany offenct punishablc u[der section 20, on a complaint
in 

"Titing 
dradc by the Dirccror General or ao Authorized Of6cer.

(2) For the purposes of fial appcal cic. the provisions of Codc of
Crimiqal Procedure,1898 (Act V of 1898) shBll nutatis ,rulandis apply.

23. Dispossl of forfeited goods.-Any goods forfeited on conviction
ofa ;rcrsoa by the Coun under this Aca shall bc dispos€d ofby lhc Authority at
ore cost of the convicted pcrson or business opcrator as tlle case mry be, in thc
prescdbc manner.

24. Complaiot resolutiotr conmittee.{l) Thc Authority shall
constitute a complaint rcsolution committee and cstablish a m(rhanism for thc
redressal of complaints arising fiom the refusal of rcgisfations or liceNes or
certificates by the Authonty, or any otier matte6 as may bc prescribcd.
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(2) The Authority shall prcscribe the procedure and rclated marcrs
conccming the complaint resoluriotr comfiittee-

(3) Any person or business operator feeling aggrieved of any order of
lie Authority or the Authorizcd Officer under this Act, may file application
withio thirty days for rc.dressal ofhis grrevances bcfore the complaint resolution
comminee in the prescribed manner.

25. Appetlate Comhittee.-{l) The Authority shall coDstitutc an
appellate corhminee and prescaibe a mcchanism for redressal of all appeals
against the decisioos ofthe complainl resolutiotr comminee-

(2) Aly person or business operator aggrievcd by any decision of the
complainr resolution committee may Iilc an appeal within thirty days of passing
ofsuch order before the appellate commirtee.

26. Bar of jurisdiction.-Norwithstanding aoything contained in any
other law for thc time being in force and except as providei under this Act, no
decision or action taken undcr this Act or rules or regulaaions made thereunder
shall be questioned'by any ageocy or challetrg€d in any court or tribunal, nor
shall any injunction be grantcd against such decisions or actions.

CHAPTER1/
COOR,DINATION WITH PROVINCIAT, GOVERNMENIS

shall,-
27. Coordinatioo with Provincial Governmenls.-The Authority

(a) Equire tbe noEinated department of provincial govemements to
prepare an annual programme of oflicial control activities in
rElatioD to mattcrs falling within the .iurisdiction of the deparEnent
as sct out in sub-section (l) of se€tion 5 and submit the samc to the
Authority, specifoing--

(i) the typc ofcoolrol activiti€s to bc carried out: ard

(ii) thc critdia apptied in drawing up lhe progiamme;

(b) communicate policy guidclines and policy decisions made or taken
by the Board for their compliance in the respective provinces
rclating to thc SPS measures, animal health, pcsticide regulatioD
and food safcty.
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(c) publish model rcgularions, guidelines and manuals with regard to

rhe application of the SPS measures to be adopted by Provincial
GovemmenB; and

(d) facilitate harrnonization of provincial laws, rules and regulatiors
aelalrng !o thc SPS rncasures required for obtainiDg and sustaiDing
market access.

EMERGENCTES AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT

28. Emergency measur€s for ensuring SPS conditions--{l) Wherc
the nominated department of provincial govemment knowiEg that any goods are

Iikely to constitutc a serious risk to human healtL animal health or plad health
a.ud that such risk caonol be contained satisfactsrily by meaos of oeasutes taken
undcr thc provisioDs of this Ac! or olher laws for the rimc beitrg in forcc, the

Dominatcd departmctrt shall immediatety adopt onc or more of the following
meisures, dependin8 on rhe graviry ofthc situation

(a) in the case of goods ofnational origin

(i) ensurc the susf,cnsion of the placing on the markct or use of
tbc agricultural product, food or feed in question;

(ii) Iay down special condilions for the agriculflral product, food
or f€ed in question;

(iii) use ils best endcavors to identi& lhe soEce ofthe hazar4 and
takc measures to prcveDt its futurc occurrence;

(iv) any other appropriate interim mersure; ard

(v) inform the Authority about the measures t tcn in lhis regard;
aod

(b) in the casc of imported goods, the Authority may takc additional
meaSUeS tro-

(i) iDfonu the .elevant authorilies in thc courfy oforigi! or
tratLsit responsible for otficial conhol of the hazad idctrtiEed;

(ii) ensurc the suspcasioo ofthe placing oo the markct or usc of
that goods;

(iii) suspend import of that goods from the country concemed and,
whcre applicablc, from tbe country oftransiti
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(2)

G)

(b)

(iv) lay dowq special conditioG for the future impon of that goods

from the country concemed; a.nd

(v) any other measure dcemed appropriale.

The actions taken under sub-section (l) shall be subject to-

approEl of the Board;

hformation to thc nominated dcpartment of Provincial
Govemments;

information to the busiuess operators; a.od(")

(d) information to such other department including thc Customs
Department.

CI{APTER - VI
LABORATORY TESTING FACILITIES

29. L^boratory enelysii oI sample{.-{l) The samples collected for
analysrs under section 16 [or the purpose of ofhcial conuol, t€sting of
agrochemicals, animal diseases, food safety and SPS measures shall be analyzerl
by a tcsting laboralory notifi.d under this section.

(2) The Authority may notify any accredited lesting laboratory
establishcd in the pdvate or public sector, a uni,/ersity laboratory, a research
organization laboratory, or a laboratory eslablished by the Fedel:al or Provincial
Govemment for conducting all tests including for olficial contol of SPS
coDditioos.

(3) The Authority may establish testing laboratorics or tccognize any
existing laboratory where it is expedient to perform the functions under this Act.

(4) The Arrthority shall maiutain and publish itr the official Gazette the
list oftesting laborstories notified under this secrion

(5) The samples collected under secdon 16 for the purpose of oflicial
conhol of food safety, animal, pesticides or SPS cotrditions etc-, shall be
trallsmi$ei to the ootified labomtory by the authorized officer that shall c{ry ou(
its functions oD $rch terms and conditions a-s may be prescribed.

30. Accrcditation of t€sting laboratories -{l) AII resting laboratories
designated for official conhols, food safety, SPS conditions, and agrochemical
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tcs[int shall adhere !o lhc gcneral requiremens for compelcnce ofcalibration and

tcsting laboralories as prescribed in the latest ISO Standard of tbe Intcmational
Standards Organizalioq or aoy supcrscding staodrrd- Such competcoce shall be
accredired by lhe Pakistan National Ac.redilation Councrl (PNAC) or any
acfieditation My that is a signatory to thc Intemational Laboratory
AccreditatioD Cooperation (ILAC) Mutual Rc€ognition Arrangement (MRA) for
the purpose ofconducting sample analysis-

(2) The laboratories shall only be notificd for thc resring methods ard
parameters, which are vithin the scope oftheir accreditation.

C}IAPTER - VII
FIJND AND AUDIT AND ACCOTJNTS

31. The Fund.-{l) Thcrc shall bc a nooJapsable tund ofAuthority to
be called as National Agri-Fade and Food Safely Authority Fun4 which shaU b€
ulilized for thc performance of its furctions under this Act, iacluding the
payment ofrcmuneration, salaries, and all other expcnses oftheAuthority.

(2)

(a)

(b) sruus as thc Fcderal Govemme may, from tidc to tilnq allocate to
lhc Authority in the annurl budgea or othe 'isc;

(c) any inaucial atlocation rnade by lhc Fcderal Government ftom zry
fund or revenue reaeivcd io rclation to the promotion of cxpofls,
such as the Export DcvcloptrlcDt Fund or from imports;

(d) endowmcnls, donations, conhibutions, bequests, trusts and gra[ts
provided by dorDestic and intcmational instihrtions and

orgarizntions;

(e) loans, aid and assistalce in any form and ftom any source as

approved by the Board;

(f) income from sales, subscriptions or royalties of publications and

remuneration for professional services renddtd by the ollicers,
rcsearchers, advisoF aDd expcrts of the Authority;

G) char8es and fees levied for, and the fine received under, tie
perforEadce of contol fiDctions;

The Fuod shrll consist of,

seed money provided by the Federal Covemment;
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(h) iocome from investrneots. if any, made in lhe schcmes of the

Federal Government as approved by the Board;

(i) all other sufis or propertics which may in any manoer become
payable to, or vest in the Authority, in rcspcct of any matter; and

0) aqy surplus ofreceipts over the actual expenditure in a year shall be
remittcd to lhe Fedeml Consolidated Futrd and any dehcit iom the
actual expeoditure shall be made-up by the Federal Govemment.

(3) Subject to the Public Finance Maoagement Act,20t9 att funds of
the Authority shall be kepr and deposited in ooc or more accounts maintained by
it, in local or foreign currency, in aoy schedulcd bank arld shall b€ operated as
approved and directed by the Board.

32. Audit.-{l) The Auditor Gereral of Pakislan shall annually audit
the accouDts of the Autho.ity.

(2) The Govemment may, in addition to lie audit under sub-scction
(i), catrse die accoul16 of tha Authority to be arnualiy audikn by a Chaner€d
Accountant or a hrm of Chartercd Accou ants and, at any timc, appoint a

Chartered Accountadt or a firm of Chartercd Accoutrtar s, !o conduct an
addidonal external audit of the accounts of the Autbority and submit irs report to
the Govemment

(3) The Aurhority shall produce all books of accounls and documen6
and fumish such cxplanatioo and information as an auditor may rcquirc for
purposes ofaudiL

CHAPTER - VUI
Genersl and Miscellrleous Provisions

31. Act to override other laws.-The provisions of this Act shall have
effcct notwithstanding arDdhlng to the contrary coDtained iD atry other law for the
time bcing in force. [n case ofany inconsisteDcy, thc provisions of this Act shall
prevail.

34. Repeal and ravings.-{t) After tic commencement of this Act, the
following laws shall staDd repealed on such date tbe Federal Govemment may by
notificadon in the ofEcial Cazette appoint, namely:-

(i) lhe Pakistatr Plant Quarantine Act, 1976 (LXXV of 1976);

(ii) the Pakistan Animal Quaraoline (lEport and Expo( ofAnimals and
Animal Products) OrdinaDce, 1979 (XLIX of l9?9);
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(3) Anything doae, actroo raken, permined, grantcd licence or
applicatioos made, obligations or liabilrties incuned, righrs and assers acquirEd,
persons appoioted or authorise4 jurisdiction or powers conferre4 order issued
uoder aDy of the provisioEs of the repaled laws and the rules or regulatioos
made lherelhdcr shall continue and be deemed to be as if that were takeD or
provided under this Act unless repealed or anended.

35. Membcrs, omcers .nd officials, etc-, to be public servants.-
The Chairpcrson, Director Oeneral, membcrs, omcers, of the Authority shall,
wben acting or purporthg to act itr pusuanc. of aoy of th€ provisions of this Act
or rcgulatioos m?de thereunder, be deemed to bc public scrvanB wirhin the
meaning ofsectioD 2 [ of dle Pakistan Penat Code (Act XLV of l860).

36. Access to statistical dlta aDd itrformation, ctc-NorwithsrandiEg
atrything coataiDcd in aay othcr law for the time berng in force, rhe Authoriry
shall have thc right to obtein and acccss da!a" starisdc aEd infortuatioo relatiag to
imports aDd axports ofgooG L,ased rhereotr from e btrliEess operator thar may be
Decessary, as for official llje aEd aoalysis.

(iii) the Agric.rltnral Pesticidcs Ordinance, l97i (ttofl97t);aod

(iv) the AgrioJlr@l Prcduce (Crddmg and Markiot) Acq t9l? (I of l9l7)

(2) Tbe Federal Covemment may, by notitication in thc omcial
Gazctte, specify thc law which is required to be repcaled uider suusccrion (l)
lrom the date specified in the notification.

37. Vrlidity of proceedirgs.-No act or proccedings shall b€ invalid
by reason only cf existencc of a vacancy, or defecr, in thc coEsritutroo of lfie
Authorily, Board, scientlfic committee or advisory commitreci

Provided that thc iovalidity shall b€ validared withm slx months by rhe
Board or the Cornmitte€ els the case rnay bc.

38. Abolishment of Deprrtments.-{l) On rhe appoioted date under
sectioE 34, the AlliElal Quarantiae Deparhent and the Departrneot of platrt
Protection shall sbnd abolished.

(2) On the appoiDted date ajl assers, Iiabiliries, rights, obligstions,
patcnts, licenses, and intcrEsts of the departrncnts shall srand Fansfefltd io the
Audority upon its establishmen! subject to such terrrE and conditions as may be
specified by the Federal Govemrnent.
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(3) Every employ€c of tie departrDents sPecifi€d in sub''sectioD (1)

shall stani transfened to the surplus pool ofthe Establishment Division'

J9. Transition period.-The trade-related tunctrons p€rromcu Dy urc
Dcpartment of Plant Protection ard the Animat Quarantine D€partment shall
continue for a p€riod not excccding six montk Aom the appointed datc under

section 14, during which the AutlDrity shall make its re8ulatioos and appoint
employees.

40. Power to make ruler,-Subject to this Aal, the Federal

Govemment may, by notifrc-ation iD the official Gazeftc, make rules for carrying
out the purposes ofthis A:ct.

41. Power to make regulations--The Authorify with rhe previous
approval of the Federal Govemment toay by trotification iD the official Cazettc
make regulatioDs for carryfug out the purposes of this Act

42 Confrdentiality of drta--{l) Subject to lhe Rrght of Accers to
Information Act, 2017 (XXXIV of20l4, no information relatiDg to any busrness
operator, obtained by tbe Authority in de couse of olEcial controls under this
Act, shall be disclosed without the prior writtcn conseot ofthe business operator,
exc9Dt--

(a, rn acccrdance wirh the dircctions ofthe Board, tc the extenr
eecessary for 

'hc 
purposes ofthis AcI;

(b) for the purposes ofany proceedings for an offmc€ under this Act,
or for any report ofsuch proceedhgs; or

(c) in compliaoce with aq order ofa court of competentjunsdlction.

(2) Any person who discloses information iD contravention of sub
section (l) shall be liablc for proc€edings of miscoDduct in accordaoce with the

Provisions ofthis Act or regulations made thereuEder.

4l RemDval of dimculticr.-lf a difficulty erises in giving eftect to
any provrslon of this Act, the Federal GovemrDent may make such ordcr,
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nol iocoosisteot with lhe provisions of this Act, as may appear ro it !o b€
necessary or expcdient for the purpose oathe removal ofsuch difticulty:

Provided rhat the pow€r under this sc€tion strall not bc cxcrcised after
two years ofthe commencement oflhis Act.
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8'r-A'r,iMEN'l, OF oBJEC-[S .,\ND RIjASONS

'l'he Deparhrrent of Plant l'iciection (DPP) and the Animal

Quarantine Department (AQD) are primarily responsible for regulating

agricultural trade at the entry and exit points of Pakistan. At the same time,

agro-based exports are governed by a number of international conventions

and treaties. Although Pakistan is a signatory to these global agreements-

and forums, our outdated laws and limited institutional capacity have made

it diffrcult to enforce the compliance standards required by international

buyers. Moreover, our policy framework is not aligned with international

best practices.

As a result, Pakistan's exports ofteD faee restrietions in vatious

markets or suffer interceptions due to quality issues or the presence of

chemical residues.

Against this baekdrop, the Ministry of National Food security anil

Research (NSRJ' envisages a majol reform initiative through the

introdu,ction of a new law that comprehensively covers agro-trade and

incorporates provisions to meet evolving international standards. This

includes protecting local fauna and flora, while developing a regulatory

framework aligned with global Sanitary and phy.tosanitary (SPS) measures.

The aim is that tfie establishment of the NaHonaI Agri-traile end food

safety Authority (NAFSA) will serve as a sEategic and take necessary steps

in modernizing Pakistan's regulatory infrastructure; This reform is

expected to enhance a$o-based trade, improre access to high-end

international markets, and ensure the protection of local biodiversity;

including both flora and fauna-

I
Minister-in-eharge


