AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL
further to amend the General Statistics (Reorganization) Act, 2011

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the General Statistics (Reorganization)
Act, 2011 (XIV of 2011), in the manner and purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement. - (1) This Act shall be called the General Statistics
(Reorganization) (Amendment) Act, 2025.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of seetion 2, Act XIV of 2011. — In the General Statistics
(Reorganization) Act, 2011 (XIV of 2011), hereinafter referred to as the Act, in section 2, -

i) After clause (h), the following new clause shall be inserted, namely:-

“(ha) “division concerned” means the division to which the business of the

Act stands allocated”;

1) In clause (p), for the words “Federal Government”, the words “Prime Minister”

shall be substituted.
3, Amendment of section 6, Act XIV of 2011. — In the Act, in section 6, -

1) In sub-section (3), for clause (a), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

(a) the following shall be the ex-officio members, namely: -

(i) Minister-In-charge of the Division concerned or in his absence the

Advisor to the Prime Minister on the subject who shall be the ex-

officio Chairman:

Provided that if the subject is not allocated to the member of the
cabinet, the Prime Minister may nominate a Minister or Advisor

to the Prime Minister to be the Chairman;

(i) Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, Member cum Vice

Chairman of the Governing Council;
(iii) Secretary of the Division concerned; and
(iv) Chief Statistician of the Bureau; and”.

ii) In sub-section (3), for clause (b), for the words “Federal Government”, the

words “Prime Minister” shall be substituted.




4. Amendment of section 7, Act XIV of 2011. - I, the Act, in section (7), for the words
“Federal Government®, the words “Prime Minister™ shall be substituted,
5. Amendment of section 18, Act XIV of 2011 - I the Act, in section 18, -
i) In sub section (1), for the words “Federal Government”, the words “Primne
Minister” shall be mhsﬁtutg!; and
if) In sub section (3), for the words “Federal Governent”, the words “Prime
Minister” shall be substitutad
6. Amendment of section 32, Act XTV of 2011, — Ip the Act, in section 32, in sub-section
(1) for the words “Federal Government", the words “Prime Minister” shall be substituted.

R T

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The proposed amendments to the General Statistics (Reorganization) Act, 2011 are aimed
at addressing existing administrative and legal inconsistencies, and at aligning the Act with the
current governance tramework ot the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) and decisions of the

Federal Cabinet,

2, The eftective functioning of PBS requires an active Governing Council as provided under
the Act. At the time of enactment, the Minister for Finance was desi gnated as Chairman of the
Council. However, following the Cabinet’s decision dated 04.04.2019, administrative control of
PBS was transferred to the Ministry of Planning, Development & Special Initiatives (PD&SI).
This shift created a legal inconsistency in the composition of the Governing Council, thereby
impeding its ability to convene and perform its statutory functions. To temporarily address this
anomaly, the General Statistics (Reorganization) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2022 authorized the
Minister for PD&SI to chair the Council; however, the Ordinance lapsed on 20.10.2022,

necessitating a permanent legislative amendment to Section 6(3)(a) of the Act.

3 In addition, the amendments seek to align the Act with the Federal Cabinet’s decisions
dated 08.09.2017 and 18.10.2022, which directed that the term “Federal Government” in federal
statutes be replaced with the appropriate authority. Accérdingly, it is proposed to substitute the
term “Federal Government™ with “*Prime Minister” in provisions where the Prime Minister is the
competent authority under the existing rules and policies. This includes matters relating to the
appointment of Provincial Census Commissioners, Functional Members, and Private Members of

the Governing Council.

4, These amendments are intended to ensure administrative clarity, enhance efticiency in
decision-making, and reflect the current institutional structure. It will also minimize the placement
of routine administrative matters before the Federal Cabinet. allowing it to focus on strategic and
policy-level issues. Collectively, the proposed changes will strengthen institutional governance,

ensure legal coherence, and enable PBS to discharge its statutory mandate more eftectjvely.

(Prof. AM

Federal Minister
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