
', A5 INTRODUCED rN THE r{ATIONAL ASSEMBLYI

A

BILL

further to amend the General Statistics (Reorganization) Act' 201 I

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Gencral Statistics (Rcorganization)

Act,20l1 (XIV of20i 1), in the manner and purposes hereinaftcr appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement. - (1) This Act shall be called the General Statistics

@eorganization) (Amendment) Act, 2025.

(2) It shall come into forcc at oncc.

2. Amendment of scction 2, Act XIV of 2011. - In the Gcneral Statistics

(Reorganization) Act,201l (XIV of 2011), hereinafter refcrrcd to as theAct, in section 2, -

i) After clause (h), the following new clause shall be inscrted, namely:-

"(ha) "division concerned" means the division to which the business of the

Act stands allocated";

ir) ln clause (p), for the words "Federal Govemment", the words "Prime Minister"

shall be substituted.

3. Amendment of section 6, Act XIV of 2011. - In thc Act, in section 6, -

i) In sub-section (3), for clause (a), the following shall be substituted, namelyl-

(a) the following shall be the ex-officio members, namely: -

(D Minister-In-charge of the Division concemed or in his absence the

Advisor to the Prime Minister on the subject who shall be the ex-

fficioChairmm:

Provided that if the subject is not allocated to the member oll the

cabinet, the Prime Minister may nominate a Minister or Advisor

to thc Prime Minister to bc the Chairrnan;

(ii) Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, Member cum Vice

Chairman of the Goveming Council;

(iii) Secretary of the Division concemed; and

(iv) Chief Statistician of the Bureau; and"'

iDlnsub-section(3),forclause(b),forthewords"FederalGovemment",the

words "Prime Minister" shall be substiruted.
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The prtrptrsed anlendtnents to the Gcttcral Statistics ( Rcorgtni:ution) Act, 20I I are aitted
at addressing existing administrative and legal inconsistenoies, and at aligning ttle Act witlr the

current goverllauce ti'ameu'ork of the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) and decisiops of tfte
Federal Cabinct.

2. The efi'ective ti.rnctiorring of pBS requires an active Coverning Council as provided under

the Act. At thc tinre of enactrnent, the Minister for Finance was designated as Chairman of the

Council. Horvevet. fbllowing the Cabinet's decision datcd 04.04.2019, adurilistrative contr()l of
PBS rvas tmnsf'erred to the Ministry of Planning, Devclopmerrt & Special lnitiatives (pD&SI).
This shiti cleated a legal incorrsister.rcy ir.r the composition of the Goveming Coulcil, thereby

impeding its ability to col.lvene and perfonn its statutory functions. To temporarily address this

antrtnaly' the Gcncral Stztistics ( Reorgani:ation) (Antoulntt,trt) Ortlinqncc, l0?l authorizeil the

Minister tbr PD&SI to chair the council; however, tlre ordirrance lapsed on zo.lo.2o22,
necessitating a pelrnauellt legislative arnendment to Section 6(3)(a) ofthe Act.

3. In additiolr, the:rmendntents seek to align tlre Act with the Federal Cabinet's decisious

dated 08.09.20 I 7 and I 8. 10.2022, which directed that the term "Federal Government" in f'ederal

statutes be replaced u'ith the appropriate autlrority. Accordingly, it is proposed to substitute the

terrn "Fedeml Governtnent" rvith "Prime Miuister" in provisions where the Prime Minister is the

competent authority uuder the existing rules and policies. T'his includes matters relating to the

apptlirrtnretrt of Provincial Ceusus Cornmissioners, F'unctional Metnbers, and Private Members of
the Coveming Council.

ensure legal coherence. and enable pBS to discharge its statuk)ry lnandate rnore efl'ect ely.

(Pro{. q al)
Federa,rl Minister

ST,ITEMENT OF OBJECTS A]\ D REASONS

4. These amendments are intended to eusu[e aclnrinistrative clality, enhance et]iciency in
decision-nraking, and reflect the cun'ent institutional structure. It will also nrininize tlre placerrlent

olroutine adrnirristtative matters befbre the Federal Cabinet, lllowing it to tbcus on strategic and
p.licy-level issues. colle',ctively, tlre proposed changes wiil strengtlie, irlstitutioual _qovenlance,
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