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further to omend the Legol Proctitioners ond Bor Councils Ac., 7973

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils Act,

1973 (XXXV of 1973)for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement. - (1) This Bill may be called the Legal Practitioners

and Bar Councils (nmendment) Bill, 2025.

(2) lt shall come in to force at once.

2. lnsertlon of new Chapter VllhA, Act, No, x)(xv of 1973.- ln the Legal Practitioners

and Bar Councils Act, 7973 (XXXV of 1973), after Chapter Vlll, the following new

"Chapter Vlll-A," shall be Inserted namely: -

"CHAPIER VIII.A

55-A. Elections of Tehsil Bar Associations and District Bar Associations. - (1) The

term of office for the elected representatives of the Tehsil Bar Associations and

the District Bar Associations shall be two years.

(2) The election campaign for the Tehsil Bar Associations and the District Bar

Associations shall not commence prior to the first day of November of the election

year.

(3) The elections of the Tehsil Bar Associations and the District Bar Associations

shall be conducted on the first Saturday of December of the election year, and the

oath-taking ceremony of the elected office-bearers shall be held on the first

working day of January immediately following the elections.
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56-8. Elections of the High court Bar Association. (1) The term of office for the

elected representatives of the High Court Bar Association shall be two years.

(2) The election campaign for the High Court Bar Association shall not commence

earlier than the first day of November of the election year.

(3) The elections of the High Court Bar Association shall be held on the second

Saturday of December of the election year, and the oath-taking ceremony of the

elected office-bearers shall be conducted on the first working day of January

immediately following the elections.

55-C. Elections of the Supreme Court Bar Association, (1) The term of office for

the elected representatives of the Supreme Court Bar Association shall be one

year.

(2) The election campaign for the Supreme Court Bar Association shall not

commence earlier than the first day of September of the election year.

(3) The elections of the Supreme Court Bar Association shall be held on the second

Saturday of October of the election year, and the oath-taking ceremony of the

elected office-bearers shall be conducted on the first working day of November

immediately following the elections."

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The legal profession serves as the backbone of the justice system, and its

representative bodies-namely the Bar Associations-play a pivotal role in upholding the

rule of law, safeguarding the independence of the judiciary, and promoting democratic

values within the legal community. ln order to ensure transparency, uniformity, and

accountability in the electoral processes of Bar Associations at various tiers, it is

imperative to codify a clear, standardized framework governing the timing, tenure, and

procedures of their elections.

This legislative initiative aims to streamline the electoral timelines for the Tehsil

Bar Associations, District Bar Associations, High Court Bar Associations, and the Supreme
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Court Bar Association, while aligning them with their respective operational dynamics

and historical practices. The proposed Sections 55-A,56-8, and 55-C are designed to

1, Establish Certainty and Predictability: By specifying the duration of terms and

fixed dates for the commencement of election campaigns, election dayg and oath-

taking ceremonies, the provisions ensure a predictable and orderly transition of

leadership within each Bar Association.

2. Promote Democratic Governance within Legal lnstitutions: Regular elections and

time-bound terms will foster a culture of democratic engagement, encourage wider

participation of the legal fraternity in leadership roles, and prevent monopolization of

offices.

3. Enhance lnstitutional Efficiency and Stability: A uniform electoral calendar

across all tiers of Bar Associations will facilitate synchronized planning, enable better

coordination among Bar Councils, and reduce conflicts or ambiguities surrounding

election management.

4. Preserve the Unique Character of Each Bar Association: While standardizing key

electoral milestones, the draft provisions also recoBnize and respect the distinct

operational scope of each Bar Association, such as the one-year term traditionally

observed by the Supreme Court Bar Associatlon.

The enactment of these provisions shall not only fortify the internal democratic

structure of legal representative bodies but also reinforce public confidence in the legal

profession by ensuring that its leadership is chosen through a tiansparent, timely, and

accountable process. Moreover, it is necessary to save the time and money of the all-

stake holders including Lawyers, Courts and Litigants as well.

The Bill seeks to achieve above objectives.

sD/-
MR. RIAZ FAWANA

Member, National Assembly
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