
INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLYI

A

Biu

fi.rther to amend the Guardians and Waxds Act, 1890

WHEREAS it is expedient fi.uther to amend the Guardians and Wards Act, 1890 (Vm of 1890),

in its application to the extent of Isiamabad Capital Territory for the purposes hereinafter

appearing:

It is herebv enacted as follows:-

l. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Bill may be called the Guardians and Wards

(Amendment) Bill, 2025.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Insertion of new section 7A, Act VIII of 1890:- In the Guardians and Wards Act, 1890, (VIII
of 1890) after Section 7, the following new section shall be inserted, namely:-

"7A Custody and Welfare of Minor Children:-(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this
Act or any other law for the time being in force, the following shall apply in matters relating to

tle custody of minor children:

(a) the custody ofa male child shall ordinarily be granted to the mother until he attains

the age of twelve years; and

(b) the custody ofa female chiid shall ordinarily be granted to the mother until she attains

the age ofeighteen yezus or until her marriage, whichever occurs earlier.

(2) All cases conceming the custody of minor children shall be decided within six months

from the date of institution of proceedings. Adjoumments shall not be granted unless

necessary, with reasons to be recorded in writing.

(3) In deciding any matter under this Act regarding the custody, guardianship, or

visitation rights of a minor, the pammount consideration shall be the welfare of the minor,

including but not limited to the child's physical, emotional, psychological, educational

and moral well-being.

(4) The visitation or meeting ofa minor with the non-custodial parent shall take place in a

safe and child-friendly environment outside the court premises, as may be directed by the

Court. Such meetings shall be.-

A4'

1

(a) free ofcost;



(b) without financial liability on either parent; and

(c) conducted in a manner that ensures the minor's comfort, security, and

emotional well-being.

(5) The Court may seek the assistance ofa neutral institution, a child welfare expert, or a

family facilitation center to arrange and supervise such meetings. The Court shall issue

further directions, where necessary to ensure effective implementation.

(6) The parents shall meet at least once a month, in person or virtually, to discuss and

coordinate matters related to the child's education, health, and overall well- being.

Explanation:
For the purposes of this section, the expression "welfare of the minor" shall include the

minor's health, safety, emotional development, educational needs, stability ofcare and the

nature of the minor's relationship with each parent.

SIATEMENT OF OBJECTSAND REASONS

The purpose of this amendment is to strenglhen and modernize the framework goveming
the custody and guardianship of minor children under the Guardians and Wards Act,
1890. The current law lacks express timelines for decision-making and does not
sufficiently address the practical and emotional needs of children during custody and

visitation arrangements.

This amendment introduces a presumptive age-based custody guideline favoring matemal

custody of sons up to 12 years and daughters up to 18 years or marriage, in line with
evolving social and child development standards. It mandates that custody disputes be

decided within six months, thus preventing prolonged litigation which can adversely

affect the well-being of minors.

Furthermore, the amendment regulates visitation rights in a safe, neutral, and cost-free

environmen! thereby promoting healtly parenrchild relationships without placing
financial or logistical burdens on either parent.

The overriding objective is to ensure that all decisions affecting minors are guided by
their best interests, in accordance with intemationally recognized principles of child
welfare.

sD/-
MS. NOSIIEEN IFTTKHAR

MEMBER, NATIONAL AS SEMBLY
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