[ ,AQS_" INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A
Bill

further to amend the Elections Act, 2017

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Elections Act, 2017 (XXXIII of 2017), for the
purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-
1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Bill may be called the Elections (Amendment) Bill,
2025.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 110, Act XXXIII of 2017. In the Elections Act, 2017 (XXXIII of
2017), in section 110, in sub-section (2), after paragraph (c), the following new paragraph (ca),
shall be inserted, namely:-
"(ca) a declaration to the effect that the candidate has been enrolled as a voter in the
electoral rolls of the province or any other territory having representation in the Senate of

Pakistan, from which he or she is contesting the election, for a period of not less than
three consecutive years immediately preceding the date of filing of nomination papers."

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The purpose of this Bill is to ensure that candidates contesting elections for the Senate of
Pakistan possess a meaningful and sustained connection with the province or territory they seek
to represent. The Senate, being the House of the Federation, reflects the equal representation of
all constituent units of Pakistan. Therefore, it is imperative that candidates have an established

electoral affiliation with the respective province or territory.

This amendment seeks to introduce a requirement that a candidate must have been
continuously enrolled as a voter in the electoral rolls of the relevant province for a minimum
period of three consecutive years immediately preceding the date of filing of nomination papers.
This condition will strengthen the federal character of the Senate, prevent opportunistic
candidacies, and promote genuine representation of regional interests in the upper house.



The proposed amendment is aimed at fostering responsible candidature, enhancing the
legitimacy of provincial representation, and reinforcing the democratic structure
envisioned by the constitution. '

SD/-

SAHIBZADA SIBGHATULLAH
Member, National Assembly
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