[- A< INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL

further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 and the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1898
WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (XLV of
1860) and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898), to the extent of Islamabad

Capital Territory, for the purposes hereinafter appearing;
It is hereby enacted as follows:--

1 Short title and commencement._ (1) This Act may be called the Criminal Laws

(Amendment) Bill, 2025.
(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Addition of new Section 498D, Act No. XLV of 1860. In the Pakistan Penal
Code, 1860 (XLV of 1860) after Section 498C, the following new Section “498D” shall

be added, namely,-

""498D. Prohibition of Domestic Violence._ Whoever intentionally or knowingly
commits an act of domestic violence shall be punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which shall not be less than six months and may extend to five

years, or with a fine which shall not be less than one hundred thousand rupees and

may extend to one million rupees, or with both.

Explanation 1,-- The word "domestic violence" includes but not limited to, all acts of
gender based and other physical or psychological abuse committed by a person

against women, children or other vulnerable persons within a domestic relationship.

Explanation 2,-- The word "domestic relationship" means a relationship between
persons who live, or have at any point of time lived together in a household when they

are related by consanguinity, marriage, kinship, adoption, or are family members

living together.".



3. Amendment of Schedule-II, Act No. V of 1898._ In the Code of Criminal Procedure
(V of 1898) in Schedule-II, after entry 498C, the following new entry “498D” shall be

inserted, namely,-

498D | Prohibition | Ditt | Ditto | Ditto | Ditto | imprisonment of either Ditto | Ditto
of Domestic | o description for a term which
Violence shall not be less than six
months and may extend to
five years, or with a fine
which shall not be less than
one  hundred thousand
rupees and may extend to
one million rupees, or with

both.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Domestic violence causes severe physical and psychological harm, perpetuates cyclés of
abuse, and undermines the fabric of families and communities. While the Pakistan Penal
Code (PPC) addresses various offences related to vulnerable individuals, it does not
explicitly recognize or address domestic violence as a distinct offence. This gap leaves
victims of domestic violence without adequate legal protection, resulting in limited
recourse for justice. Including domestic violence as an offence in the PPC will empower
law enforcement agencies to take immediate action, investigate cases effectively, and
prosecute offenders under clear legal provisions. This Bill prohibits the act of domestic
violence and provides a comprehensive legal framework for its prevention and
punishment. The proposed legislation is a significant step towards creating a safer and
more equitable society, ensuring that justice is accessible to all victims of domestic
violence while empowering victims to rebuild their lives and contribute meaningfully to

the progress and development of society.

SD/-
SHAZIA MARRI

Member, National Assembly
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