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A
Bill

further to amend the Control of Narcotic Substances Act, 1997

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Control of Narcotic
Substances Act, 1997 (XXV of 1997) for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Control of
Narcotic Substances (Amendment) Bill, 2025.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Insertion of new sections 53A, 53B and 53C, Act No. XXV of 1997.- In
the Control of Narcotic Substances Act, 1997 (Act XXV of 1997), after Section 53, the
following new sections shall be inserted, namely,-

"53A. Voluntary drug screening for admission to educational
institutions.- (1) Any applicant seeking admission not below the higher
secondary level to a public or private educational institution may,
voluntarily undergo a non-invasive drug screening conducted by an
accredited medical facility, subject to informed and written consent.

(2) An applicant who voluntarily undertakes a drug screening test and is
found to have consumed any narcotic substance shall:-

(a) not be denied admission or educational access solely on the basis

of the test result; and

(b) be offered a confidential medical evaluation and, if necessary, on
consent, referred to an appropriate rehabilitation program.

(3) The government shall ensure, on consent, that counseling,



rehabilitation, and mental health support services are accessible and
provided free of cost to all students identified as needing care.

53B. Counselling and awareness in educational institutions.-
Every public or private educational institution imparting education not
below the higher secondary level shall:-

(a) designate at least one trained faculty member or staff as a Student
Counselor to raise awareness among student’s about the harms of
narcotic drug use and addiction;

(b) established confidential support mechanisms for such students seeking
help or support; and

(c) collaborate with health authorities to provide on-campus access to
mental health.

53C. Duty of care, consent, and safeguards for students._ (1) No
student shall be subjected to drug screening, medical evaluation, or
referral for treatment without their informed and voluntary consent, or, in
the case of a minor, without the written consent of their parent or

guardian.
(2) A student who is found to have used narcotic substances shall:-

(a) not be rusticated, expelled, or subjected to disciplinary action solely
on that basis; and

(b) be treated with care and confidentiality as a person in need of
support, not as a disciplinary case.

(3) A student undergoing screening shali have the right to:-
(a) receive his results in a confidential setting;

(b) request a confirmatory test from an independent accredited
facility; and

(c) appeal against any process perceived as coercive or discriminatory.




(4) All medical records or reports relating to testing, counseling, or
rehabilitation shall remain confidential and shall not be used in any
manner prejudicial to the student's academic standing or future
opportunities, except with expressed written consent.

STATEMENT OF OBJECT AND REASONS

This Bill seeks to address the increasing concern of narcotic drug use among
students through a rights-based, compassionate framework. Rather than imposing
compulsory testing, it introduces the option voluntary, consent-based drug screening at
the time of admission to educational institutions, paired with access to free
rehabilitation and counseling services.

The Bill affirms that no student shall be denied admission, expelled, or penalized
solely on the basis of drug use, and shall instead be offered medical care, support, and
rehabilitation as needed. It mandates confidentiality, dignity, and procedural fairness,
ensuring students are treated as individuals in need of healing not punishment.

To build long-term awareness and prevention, the bill also requires every
institution to appoint a trained student Counselor and provide linkages to health and
support services. These amendments aim to create an informed, supportive, and
stigma-free academic environment that safeguards the futures of Pakistan’s youth while

upholding their constitutional rights.

SD/-
MS. SEHAR KAMRAN
Member, National Assembly
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