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B .t

to estoblish Pa iomentory Budget olfice to enhonce fiscol oversight, trunsporency, ond porliomentory

scrutiny of budgetory motters

WHEREAS it is expedient to establish the Parliamentary Budget Office to address the

information asymmetry between the executive and Parliament by equipping legislators with

independen! evidence-based financial research and to dealwith ancillary matters;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1, Short title, extent and commencement.- (1) This Bill may be called the Parliamentary Budget

Office Bill, 2025.

(2) lt shall extend to the whole of Pakistan.

(3) lt shall come into force at once.

2. Definitions.- ln this Act unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context -

(a) "Act" means the Parliamentary Budget office Act, 2025;

(b) "C.onvener" means the Convener of the Steering Committee;

(c) "E(ecutive Director" means the Executive Director ofthe officer;

(d) "Member' means a member of the senate, National Assembly and a Provincial Assembliet
A.,K, GB Assemblies;

(e) "National Assembly" means the National Assembly of Pakistan;

(0 "Office" meansthe Parliamentary Budget Office established undersection 3 ofthe AcU

G) dParllamentarian" means a member of the Senate, National Assembly or member of a
Provincial Assembly; and shall include the ArK and GB Assemblies

(h) "Parliamentary funetlonarles" mean the employees of the Senate, National Assembly and a
Provincial Assemblies; and shall include the AJK and GB Assemblies

(0 "Prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Acg

(j) "Provincial Assembly" means a provincial Assembly of a Province;

(k) "Rules" meansthe Rules framed under the Act;

(D "Senate" means the Senate of Pakistan; and
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(m) "steering committee" means the Steering committee established under section 6 of

the Act.

3. Establlshment of the Parliamentary Budget Office.- (1) There shall be established an

office to be known as the Parliamentary Budget office.

(2) The Parliamentary Budget Office shall make policy guidelines for the purpose of this Act and shall

take necessary steps for implementation of the provisions of this Act.

(3) The Office shall be a body corporate by the name of the Parliamentary Budget Office having perpetual

succession and a common seal, with power subject to the provisions of this Act, to acquire and hold

property, and shall by the said name sue and be sued.

(3) The Office shall be located at lslamabad and may establish its branch offices in the provinces, AJK and

68.

4. Functions of the Office,- The functions of the Office shall be,-

(a) to make independent budgetary analysis and evaluate government spending and revenue

projections;

(b) to assess financial impacts of any proposed legislation;

(c) to support Parliamentary Committees by providing briefings and reports to the Finance

Committees and Public Accounts Committees;

(d) to ensure government expenditures align with economic and social priorities;

(e) to reviews tax policies, fiscal projections, and national debt sustainability; and

(0 any other function as may be assigned to it by the Parliament or the Steering Committee.

5, Steering Committee.- The over all control, direction and the superintendence of the

affairs of the Office shall vest in the Steering Committee which may exercise all powers, perform

all functions and do all acts which may be exercised, performed or done by the Office.

5. Composition of the Steering Committee.-(l) The Steering Committee shall

consist of following members, namely:-

(a) The Speaker ofthe National Assembly Chairman

o) Chairman of the Senate DepuA
Chainnan

(e) Chairman Public Accounts Committee Member

(g) Minister for Finance Member
(h) The Speaker ofeach Provincial Assembly, and in his

?bs9nce, Deputy Speaker ofthe Assembly concemed.
Member



(i) Chairman Finance Committee of the National Assembly Member

0) Chairman Finance Committee of the Senate Member
(k) Four members ofthe Senate to be nominated by the

Chairman ofthe Senate on the basis ofparty representation
in consultation with the parliamentary party leaders.

Member

0) Eight members of the National Assembly to be nominated
by the Speaker on the basis of party representation in
consultation with the parliamentary party leaders.

Member

(m) Secretary Senate of Pakistan Ex-fficio
Member

n)( Secretary General National Assembly of Pakistan Ex-oficio
Member

o( ) Executive Director of the Office

(2) Executive Director of the Office shall also act as Secretary of the Steering Committee.

7. Functions and powers of the Steerint Committee.- In particular and without prejudice

to the generality ofthe powers conferred by section 5, the Steering Committee shall,-

(a) exercise the general control over the affairs of the Office;

(b) approve over all plans, policies and programs of the Office;

(c) approve annual and long term development plans ofthe Office;

(d) review and approve training and research projects proposed by the Executive Director;

(e) approve the annua I development and non-development budget of the Office;

(fl approve the organizational structure of the Office and lay down the terms and conditions of
service of the employees of the Office;

(g) engage such consultants or experts as may be considered necessary for the efficient
performance of the functions of the Office, on such terms and conditions as it deems fit;

(h) appoint the Executive Director a'nd other officers ofthe Office and approve their terms and

conditions of service;

(i) constitute sub-committees or advisory committees for the efficient discharge of the functions

of the Office;

(j) ensure the finances for the Office and exercise oversight thereof;

(k) approve and submit and annual report of the office; and
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(l) make rules to carry out the purposes ofthis Act.

8, Term of office of memberc.-(1) A member shall hold office for a period of three years from the
date of his assuminB the office and shall be eligible for being nominated for another term of three years

only:

Provided that if he ceases to be a Parliamentarian, he shall cease to be a member of the Board.

(2) A person who is an ex-officio member shall cease to be, a member when he ceases to hold that office or
appointment.

(3) A member other than an ex-officio member may at any time resign his membership by writing under his

hand addressed to the President of the Board, but shall continue to perform his functions until his

resignation is accepted.

(4) A vacancy caused by the resignation or by any other reason shall be filled by nomination by the
Chairman or the Speaker, as the case may be, in the manner provided in section 6.

(5) No act or proceeding of the Board shall be invalid on the ground only of the existence of any vacancy in

the Board.

9. Meetings of the Steering Committee,- (1) Save as hereinafter provided, the Steering Committee

shall regulate the procedure for its meetings.

(2) Meetings of the Steering Committee shall be called by the convener who shall fix the date, time and

place of the meeting:

Provided that the Steering Committee shall hold at least one meeting in a year.

(3) One-third of the total membership shall constitute the quorum of the meeting of the Steering

Committee.

(4) Each meeting of the Steering Committee shall be presided over by the Convener and in his absence

by the Deputy Convene. of the Steering Committee.

(5) The decision in each meeting shall be taken by the majority of the members present in the meeting

ln case of equality of votes, the Convener shall have a casting vote.

(6) The minutes of each meeting of the Steering Commattee shall be recorded and kept by the Secretary

of the Steering Committee and shall be signed and authenticated by the Convener.

10. Executive Director of the Office.- (1) The Steering Committee shall appoint the Executive

Director of the Office.

(2) The qualifications of the Executive Director shall be such as may be prescribed by the Steering

Committee.
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(4) The salary and remunerations of the Executive Director and the terms and conditions of his service

shall be determined by the Steering Committee.

11. Powers and functlons of the Executive Director.- The Executive Director shall be the chief

Executive of the Office and shall work under the control of the Steering Committee and perform the

following functions, namely:-

(a) to ensure efficient functionang of the Office and to run the day to day administrative matters

of the Office;

(b) to carry out the directives and decisions of the Steering Committee and to formulate the
programs for their implementation;

(c) to formulate and implement training and research plans for Parliamentarians and

parliamentary functionaries;

(d) to arrange for the conferences, seminars, workshops, orientation and refresher courses for
the Parliamentarians and parliamentary functionaries;

(e) to prepare the annual report ofthe Office forsubmission to the Steering Committee;

(f) to appoint such officers and employees as determined by the Steering Committee on such

terms and conditions as may be prescribed;

(B) to prepare and propose budget estimates for approval of the Steering Committee;

(h) to ensure the protection of all assets ofthe Offce;

(i) to maintain the records and seal of the Office; and

fi) such other functions as may be entrusted to him by the Steering Committee.

12. The Funds of the Offrce.- The Funds of the Office shall comprise,-

(a) the funds allocated by the National Assembly which shall be two third of the total annual expenses
of the office;

(b) the funds allocated by the Senate which shall be one third of the total annual expenses of the
office;

(c) the funds in grants allocated by the Federal and Provincial Governments;

(d) the grants in aid given by any national or international agencies and organization; and

(e) the funds raised by the Office, through donations, endowments and through its own sources.

13. Annual Budget.- (1) The Executlve Director shall, in respect of each financial year, submit for
approval of the Steering Committee a statement showing the estimated receipt and expenditure of the
Office for the next financial year in time.
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(2) The budget prepared by the Executive Director shall be approved by the Steering Committee with

such amendments as it may deem necessary.

(3) The budget approved by the Steering Committee shall be submitted to the Senate and the National

Assembly Secretariats in time for the necessary allocation of funds.

1,4, Accounts of the Office,- (U The accounts of the Office shall be maintained in such form and

manner as the Steering Committee may prescribe.

(2) The accounts of the Office shall be audited by the Auditor General every yeal and made part of the

annual Report of the Office.

15. Appolntment of employees and conditions of service,- (1) The Steering Committee shall make

rules for recruitment of the employees of the Office and the Executive Director shall act in accordance

with the rules.

(2) The employees may be recruited on permanent or contract basis.

(3) The terms and conditions of service, promotion, reduction, removal, suspension and other service

matters of the employees shall be regulated by the service rules of the Office made by the Steering

Committee.

(4) The terms and conditions of service of any person to whom this Act applies shall not be varied to his

disadvantage.

15. Delegation of Powers.- The Steering Committee may by general or special order in writing

delegate any of its powers to any of its members, the Executive Director or any Officer of the Office

subject on such condition as it may deem fit to impose.

L7. Submlssion of Annual report.- The Steering Committee shall submit to the Parliament an

annual report containing the activities of the Office during a year. The report shall also highlight the

objects of the Act achieved by the Office end shall also give a picture of the finances and future plans of

the Office.

18. Removal of dlfflcultles,- lf any difficulty arises in giving effect to any provisions of this Act, the

Convener of the Steering Committee may make such order not inconsistent with the provisions of this

Act as may appear to him to be necessary or expedient for the purpose of removing the difficulty.

19. Power to make Rules.- The Steering Committee may by notification in the official Gazette,

make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

Statement of Ob iect and Reasons

Effective fiscal oversight and parliamentary scrutiny are fundamental to democratic governance. To

enhance budgetary transparency, accountability, and evidence-based policymaking, this Bill seeks to
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establish an ;ndependent Parliamentary Budget Office in Pakistan.

A well-structured Parliamentary Budget Office will stren8then Parliament's role in financial governance

by providing non-partisan, expert analysis of budgetary and economic policies. Drawing from

international best practices, this institution will serve as a vital resource for legislators, enabling them to
assess government expenditures, revenue forecasts, and fiscal sustainability more effectively.

The establishment of the Parliamentary Budget Office will require legal reforms, engagement with
international partners, and capacity-building measures to ensure its independence and effectiveness. By

institutionalizing such a framework, Pakistan's Parliament will take a significant step toward reinforcing
democratic accountability and improving budgetary decision-making.

Therefore this bill intends to establish Parliamentary Budget Office to achieve the said objectives.

SD/.
RANA IRADAT SHARIF KHAN

Member National Assembly
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