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EPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS ON

(HE ELECTIONS (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL, 2024”

[, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Parliamentary Affairs have the honor to present
is report on the Bill further to amend the Elections Act, 2017 (Act No. XXXIII of 2017) [The
ections (Second Amendment) Bill, 2024] Private Member’s Bill, referred to the Committee on

" July, 2024.

The Committee comprises the following: -

(1).
(2).
3).
).
(3.
(6).
(.
(8).
(9).

(10).
(11).
(12).
(13).
(14).
(15).
(16).
(17).
(18).

Rana Iradat Sharif Khan
Raja Osama Sarwar
Sheikh Aftab Ahmed

Raja Qamar Ul Islam

Ch. Mahmood Bashir Virk
Mr. Saad Waseem

Syed Ali Musa Gilani

Mr. Malik Shah

Ms. Izbal Zehri

Mr. Naveed Aamir

Ms. Nikhat Shakeel Khan
Sahibzada Sibghatullah
Mr. Mujahid Ali

Mr. Ali Muhammad

Mr. Hameed Hussain

Mr. Khurram Shahzad Virk
Ms. Shahida Begum

Minister for Parliamentary Affairs

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
"Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Ex-officio Member

-+

f

The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed at

anexure-A, in its meeting held on 31-07-2024 and recommended that the Bill as introduced in

e National Assembly may be passed by the Assembly.

Sd/-

( TAHIR HUSSAIN )

Secretary General

Islamabad, the 31% July, 2024

Sd/-

(RANA IRADAT SHARIF KHAN)

Chairman



ANNEX - A
[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]

A
BILL

further to amend the Elections Act, 2017

Whereas it is expedient further to amend the Elections Act, 2017 (XXXIII of 2017) in
manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:— _
1.  Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act shall be called the Elections

(S econd Amendment) Act, 2024.

(2)  This Act shall come into force at once and shall be deemed to have taken effect on

| from the commencement of the Elections Act, 2017 (XXXIII of 2017).

2. Amendment of section 66, XXXIII of 2017.- In the Elections Act, 2017, (XXXIII

(of 2017), hereinafter referred to as the said Act, in section 66,-

(a) for the words “A contesting”, occurring for the first time, the expression
“Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any other law for the time
being in force or any judge'rnent; decree or order of any court including the

Supreme Court and a High Court, a contesting”, shall be substituted; and

(b) for the full stop at the end, a colon shall be substituted and thereafter the

following provisos shall be added, namely:—

“Provided that if a candidate, before seeking allotment of a prescribed
symbol, has not filed a declaration before the Returning Officer about his
affiliation with a particular political party by submitting party certificate from
the political pariy confirming that he is that party’s candidate, he shall be



deemed to be considered as an independent candidate and not a candidate of

any political party:

Provided further that an independent candidate shall not be cénsidered
as the candidate of any political party if at later stage he files a statement duly
signed and notarized stating that he contested the general elections as a

candidate of the political party specified therein.”.

3. Amendment of section 104, XXXIII of 2017.1 In the said Act, in section 104, in
sub-section (1),-

(a) for the words “For the”, occurring for the first time, the expression
“Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any other law for the
time being in force or any judgement, decree or order of any court including
the Supreme Court and a High Court, for the”, shall be substituted; and

(b) in the proviso, for the full stop at the end, a colon shall be substituted and

thereafter the following second proviso shall be added, namely:-

“Provided further that if any political party fails to submit its list for
reserved seats within the aforesaid prescribed time period, it shall not be
eligible for the quota in the reserved seats at later stage.”.

4. Insertion of section 104A, Act XXXIII of 2017.— In the said Act, after section

104, amended as aforesaid, the following new section 104A shall be inserted, namely:—

“104A.Consent for joining of political party by independent returned
candidate to be irrevocable.— Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any
other law for the time being in force or a judgment, decree or order of any court including
the Supreme Court of Pakistan and a High Court, the consent of an independent returned
candidate once given for joining a political party for purposes of clause (6) of Article 51
or clause (3) of Article 106 shall be irrevocable.”.



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Articles 51 and 106 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan providg
for allocation of seats to the National Assembly and Provincial Assemblies respectively
alongwith mechanism for the elections thereto and include that the inciependent returned
candidate or candidates may duly join a political party within three days of the publication
in the official Gazette of the names of the returned candidates. The Elections Act, 2017
and rules made thereunder also provide for the right to independent returned candidate or
candidates to duly join a political party at his consent. Neither the Constitution nor the
Elections Act, 2017 provide for joining a political party by an independent returned
candidate or candidates at subsequent stage when they have already exercised the option
to join the political party at a point of time as specified in the Constitution. To provide
clarity in the law in true spirit of the Constitution this Bill has been designed to expressly
provide for that no independent candidate or candidates shall exercise his/their right to
join a political party at a subsequent stage after the period specified for the purpose in the

Constitution and the law.

Sd/-
MR. BILAL AZHAR KAYANI
MS. ZEB JAFFAR
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