[A% INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
B
Surther to amend the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, 1984

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, 1984
(P.O. No. 10 of 1984) for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

j Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act may be called the Qanun-e-
Shahadat (Amendment) Bill., 2028.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2 Amendment of Article 2, (P.O. No. 10 of 1984).— In the Qanun-e-Shahadat
Order, 1984 (P.O. No. 10 of 1984) hereinafter referred to as the said Order, in Article 2, in
clause (1), after sub-clause (d), the following new sub-clause (da) shall be inserted,
namely.—

"(da) “forensic agency” refers to an agency, institution, body,
laboratory or any other facility authorized by the Federal
Government or a Provincial Government, by notification in the
official Gazette, for examination and rendering of expert
opinion about forensic material.

Explanation:- The words”“forénsic material” means for the
purposes of authentication and verificatiofi, sample of
handwritten or printed document, signature, or finger
impressions, as the case may be, or any other material,
equipment or object connected with the commission of an
offence, a civil cause or any other proceedings;".

3 Amendment of Article 59, (P.O. No. 10 of 1984).— In the said Order, in Arucle
59.-

(a) the existing clause shall be renumbered as (1), and thereafter in the renumbered
clause (1)-

(i) after the expression "or art," occurring for the first time, the
expression "or as to identity of hand-writing or finger
impressions," shall be omitted; and
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(ii) after the words "or bomb disposal”, the words "or in questions
as to identity of hand-writing or finger impressions" shall be
omitted.

(b) after clause (1) as amended, the following new clauses (2) and (3) shall be
inserted, namely,-

"(2) When the Court has to form an opinion upon a point as to
identity of hand-writing, or signature or finger impressions, the
opinion of a forensic agency shall be mandatory.

(3) No court shall form an opinion on the authenticity of
hand-writing, signature, or finger impressions without expert
opinion of a forensic agency.".

4. Amendment of Article 61, (P.O. No. 10 of 1984).— In the said Order. in Article
61, for the expression "any person acquainted with the hand-writing of the person by whom
it is supposed to be written or signed that it was or it was not written or signed by that
person,"”, the words "a forensic agency" shall be substituted.

S. Amendment of Article 78, (P.O. No. 10 of 1984).— In the said Order, in Article
78, for the words "to be in his handwriting", the words "only after obtaining opinion from
a forensic agency" shall be substituted.

&

6. Amendment of Article 84, (P.O. No. 10 of 1984).— In the said Order, in Article
84,-

(a) in the marginal note, after the word "writing", the expression
", finger impression" shall be inserted.

(b) in clause (1),

(i) after the word "person" occurring for the second time, for the
word "may", the word "shall" shall be substituted;

(ii) after the word "compared", the words "by the forensic agency"
shall be inserted; and

(iii) after the word "proved", the words "to form an opinion" shall
be inserted.

(c) in clause (2), for the word "Court" occurring for the second time, the words
"forensic agency" shall be substituted.
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(d) in clause (3), for the full stop "." occurring at the end, the colon ":" shall be
substituted, and thereafter the following proviso shall be inserted, namely .-

"Provided that their authenticity and origin are verified by the
forensic agency.".

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, 1984, serves as a critical framework for evidence evaluation
in judicial proceedings. However, the rapid advancement of technology, increasing reliance
on forensic sciences, and need for authenticated and expert-verified evidence necessitate
amendments to strengthen the evidentiary process. This amendment bill not only aims to
address these imperatives by introducing a formal recognition of forensic agencies as
critical components in the authentication of evidence but also modernize
the legal framework, reduce the chances of judicial errors, and build public trust in the
judicial process.

sD/-
SHAZIA MARRI

Members, National Assembly
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