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Acts, Ordinanccs, President's Orders and lLegulations

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

lslomtltocl the. 28th Dec:emher 2021

No. F.22(47)12024-Legis. The lbllorvrng Act t:f iv[ajlis-e-Slnoru
(Palliament) receir'ed the assent of the President on the 24th Decembcr, 2024 is
herebr prrhlished l,'r og6.,.1 inlormatiott:-

Ac r No. XXXVII oF 2024

AN

AC]T

to protule.fbr eslablishment ofa Nolioncl Forensics Agency

WIIF-ttHAs. iL is expedient to establish a National !olcnsics Agcnc). to
conduct examination of forensics materials and lender- opilion to the courLs.

tribunals. authorities or arv other enlity and ro assist in civil, clirninal, corpolate
and lbr the public mattcrs and the matters ancillary theleto. turdel inrestigatirrn
by any authoritl or agenc)' cstablished b1'thc Fcderal Govenrmcnt or Provirrcial
Govermnents. il'so r-equested b-v that Provincial Govemmentl
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It is hereby enacted as follorvs:-

1. Short title, extent and commencement. (J) This Act shall be

called the National f'orensics Agency Acl,2024.

(2) It shall extend to the \uhole ofPakistan

(3) k shall come into force at once.

2. Definitions.{1) In this Aot. unless there is anything repugnant in
thc subject or context.-

(a) "Agency" means the National Forensics Agenc)- established under
section 3 of this Act;

(b) "alunni" means tlrc alututi oJ. inter alia, science, lechnolog,v,
enginecring, mathemutics (STEM) Careers Progranr, Fligher
Education Commission of l)akistan or any other STEM program of
any university ofPakistan rvho is a citizen ofPakistan;

(c) "artificial intelligence" or "AI" means the usc of rntelligent and
smarl technologies to create a system that depicts humans or human
systems using machines:

(d) "Boanl" means a Board of (iovernors of the Agency oonstifuted
under section 6 ofthis Act:

(e) '(conventional forensics" couventional for-cnsics lel-ers to
traditional methods and practiccs used in the investigation of crimes
or incidents. It ilcludes pathology. anthropolog,r". DNA anal1sis.
toxicology, narcotics, fing.erplints. serology. ballistics. explosives.
odontology, entomology, document eramination and crime scene
iuvestigation. etc.;

(0 "consultant" an alumni. e\pen or company in a relevant field rvho
or vyhich mal be hired lor a spccific period of lime on a specified
1ee detcrrnined b;, the Board:

(g) "deep fake" means an audio. video, picture or ar)) other form of
f'abricated digital medJa using Al deep learning algorithms to
impersorrate or malign anr real or imaginan/ person;

(h) "Director General" or "DG" lreans the Dir-ector- Cerreral of the
Agencl :
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(r) '(digital forensics" also knou,n as computq tbrensics, a branch that
fbcuses on the investigation and analysis of digital devices and

electlonic dala Lo gather evidence lbr legal prrposes. lts branchcs
include computer lbrensics. mobile device lbrersics, netwolk
lbrensics, memory forensics, digital forensics irnaging. database
forcnsics and cloud forensics ctc.:

O "employee" means an ollcer. oflicial. expelt or such other person
appointed on regular basis:

(k) "forensics sen,ices" means [o render expeft opinion with regalds
to lbrensics cases ret-ered to the Agency by a court, tribunal or ar
aLrthority;

0) "forensics material" lreans a document, material, equipment.
irnplession, sample ol any other object connected u.ith thc
comrnission of an ofI'ence, a civil cause. an inquir.v or any other
proceedings;

(m)

(n)

(o)

"Government" rneaus the Federal Govemment:

"project" means any idcntificd ald approved project ofthe agency';

"prcscribed" means prescribed by rules and regulations made
rrndel this Act:

(p) "rules" means mles made under this Act: and

(q) "regulations" means regulations made uncler this Act.

(2) Wolds or expressions used but not defined rmdcr this Act shall havc
the salne mcaning as assigned thereto in the Pakistan Penal Code
(Act XI-V of I 860). the Code ol Criminal Procedure.1898 (Act V of 1898). the

Qanun-E-Shahaclar Order', 1984 (P.O. No. 10 ol 1984) and Lhe Pt'evention of
Electronic Crimcs Act,2016 (XL of 2016).

3. trstablishment of thc Agency. (1) On commencemcnt of this
Act. there stands established an agency to be called lhe National Folensics
Agcncy. rvhicli shall be independent in the performance of its functions. The

Agencl shall be a body corporatc rvith financial and administrative autolom]
and having perpelual succession and a common seal rvith porver, subject to the
provisio}s of this Act- to enter inlo contracts. acquifc-a d hold propertl. both
movablc and immovable. and to sue ald be sued in its namc:
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Provided that the Agency established under this sub-section shall be at
the existing laciliry of the National Forensics Agency (NFA) rvith additional
inliastructu e.

(2) The headquarters of the Agency shall be at Islamabad, and the
Agency may, from time to time, establish otlrel olfices at such places as it deems
appropriate.

(3) The Agency shall consist of a Director General, Directors,
Additional Directors, Deputy Direclors, Assistant Directors and such other
officers and employees as may be prescribed:

Provided that till such time thc lcgular Director General js appointed in
accordance rvith the provisions of this Act. the Project Dircctor of NFA project
shall exercise the powem and functions ofthc Director General.

4. Functions and responsibilities of the Agency.-{l)'Ihe following
shall be the f'unctions and responsibilities of the Agency, namely;

(a) expand its infrastructure aud hLrnran resource to establish a research
depaftment, other lorcnsics dcpartme ts and a statc-of{he-art
digital forensics depaltmer)t to assist in matter of national security
and work as a Cenlre of Ercellence for the courtn/ alrd one rvindorv
rcsources center;

(b) act as a central cooldinating agency being a supreme agency
providing intimate conventional, digital lbrensics services in
presclibed manners to Gorernment departments as rvell as prirale
sector at Federal and provincial level including Azad Jammu and
Kashrnir (AJK) and Gilgit- Baltistan (GB) and all forerrsics
agencies and laboratories in connh-y- including the Iarv enforcing
agencies;

(c) be center of excellerce lbr conventional, digital tbreusics.
employing cutting-edge A[ tools and a new research center to
develop indigenous solutions:

(d) prepare. update and approve standard operating procedures under
this Act. Intemational Organization lbr Standardization (ISO) and
rvorld bcst practices lbr sharing to all governmcnt dcpaftrnents and
forensic laboratories to lollorv the same to maintain the integrity of
conventional, digital folcnsics marerial;

(e) collect. preserve and haudle conrentional. digital lbr.crrsics
rnatcrials as and rvhen required from crime scene:
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(t) through notihed expefis conduct exarlination, render cxpeft
opinion. appear in a colul as such expcrt rvith regard to
conventional, digital forensics materials referred to the Agency by a

couft, tribunal. authority or an any other entity in a prescribcd
malner;

(g) lel.f" and collect such t'ees. in respect of any of its lunctions at such
lates as may be pl escribed;

(h) maintain record and database of couventional, digital lbrensics
rnalerial or data rrceived and analyzed by the Agency;

(D image. video. voice enhancement to maximize the output while
maintaining the integriq, of actual digital media as per international
best practices:

O plocurc. opelate. and maintain scientific instruments lor
eraminatiol of conventional. digiral lbrensics material:

(k) accleditation and cefiification of public and private conventional.
digital lbrensics laboratolies, facilities and expeds in Pakistan as

deemed appropriate b), the government:

(l) re-examination of conr,entional. digital fbrensics reports shared by
anv 1'edelal, pror'incial. local or iltemational agencr:

(m) perform research to identitl, specialized projects related to
conventional and digital lbrensics- Arlilicial Intelligence rew
technologies that are of national impofiance and Alumni ol expert
consultants from STEM llelds shall be hired lor Lhese pr-ojects:

(n) conduct gap analysis of the country rvith contemporary systems
used in modern world in terms of conventional. digital fbrenbic5,
AI. nerv technologies and give recornmendation to bridge this gap:

(o) trainilg of Judicial ard Iarv ofllcers q,ith latest ttends in
conventional- digital lbrensics and rcconrmend appropriatc la$'s to
the govemment,

(p) to rlork as a rlembcr of a cornmittcc that drafts and filalizc
intel,lrational agreemeuts lelated to couvenlional- digital lbrensics:

(q) cooldinatc and collaborate rvith pr.ovincial govcrnmcnt
depaflnrents. pnblic and pliralc seetol instilulions- intclrrational
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orgarizations, universitics. lesearch institutes ar')d conventional.
digital fbrensics laboratorics for research and training programs;

(r) codrdinate and oversee collaboration between public and private
institutes. organizations. universities and conventional, digital
forensics labs from u'ithin the country and abroad;

(s) perfbrm referal and corrsultative role rvhenever requested by
provincial govemments or by courts of law or any odrer entityl

O perlbrm such other functions as the Goverrunent may assign to thc
Agency in furtherance of the airns and objectives olthe Agency.

(2) The report and opinion of the Agency shall be an admissible
evidence in courts and tribunals for the purposes of section 510 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898) and Articles
59 and 164 of the Qaruton-tt-Shahadqt Order, 1984 (P.O. No. 10 of
1984).

5. Superintendence of the Agency.-The general directions and
superintendence oftlre Agency shall vest in the Board under this Act.

6. Board of Governors. l here shall be a Board of Governors of the
Agency rvhich shall comprise-

Membcrshi S ta tus

7. Meetings of the Board.-(l) The Chairperson mav convene
mcctings of thc Board at such timc and placc as hc considcrs necessary for the
efficient performance of the functions oi tlrc Board.

S. No.
(1)

Secretar), of the division to rvhich busjness of Churrperson
the encv stands allocated

I

2 Inspector General of Police. I5lamabad Capital
Territorl ur in his absencc his nominec not

lllcn ber

belou'an officer of BPS-20 or uivalent
National Coordrnator of National Counter'
Terrorism Authority Q..IACTA) ol in his
absence his nolninee not bclorv an otTicer of

Marnher

BPS-20 or uivalent
Director General of National Police Burean
(NPB) or in his absence his rominee not belorv

Llcmber

an oflicer of BPS-20 or tuivalent

Director General of the Agencl l4cntbcr-cum-
Sec re

)

4

5

(2) (3)
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(2) At any meeting of the Board the quorum shall be three members

(3) All issues arising at any meeting ofthe Board shall be decided by
the nlajority of votes ol the membcrs present and voting.

(4) Subject to the pr-ovisions of this Act, the Chairperson may give
directions regarding the procedure to bc tbllowed at or in connection with any
mceting ofthe Board.

8. Powers and functions of
functions ofthe Board shall iuclLrde-

the Board. {1) The powers and

(a) lay dorvn procedures for the conduct of the business of the Board.
comrnittees. bodies or rvorking gloups constituted by the Board to
assist in discharse ol'its functions:

(b) oversee functioning activities olthe Agency;

(c) approve guidelines to be lbllowed by thc Agency for vetting of
local and intemational agreernents that relate to conventional.
digital forensics:

(d) approve guidelines lor the Director Geneml and Directors b take
coqnizance ofcases related to conventional and digital forensics:

(e) approrc specialized pK)jects. resourccs required for consultants,
consultancy fec. ctc.:

(0 creation. abolishment. re-desigration and up-gradation or
dorvn-gradation of any post provided the expenditure is met from
withiu the albcated budgct of the Agency;

(g) to rc-appropriate t'unds t'r'om one head ofaccount to another head of
accomt and to sanction expenditure on any item from within the
allocated budgctt

(h) hiring appointmeDt ol hurnan resourcc on initial appointment.
rcgular- contract. deputation o[ on attachment basis in prescribed
t]lanner:

(i) to recommend absorption of officers posted
attachment, deputation or on contract basis
approved posts in plcscribcd manner:

in Agencl' on
against regular

O [o conduct its business in a plescribed manner; and
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(k) to approve the annual budget prepared by the Agency

(2) The annual report and accounts of the Agency ibl every financial
year shall be submitted at a meeting ol'the Board within three months afler the
end ofthe financial year to rvhich the accounts relate.

(3) There shall be an executive committee of the Board u,hich shall
consist of'-

(a) Secretary of the division to rvhich business of the. Agency stands
allocated.

(b) any memlier of the Board appointed by the Chairperson: and

(c) Director General ofthe Agency or in his absence his nominee uot
belolv an officer ofBPS-20 or equivalent.

(a) The executive committee shall exercise all the porvers ofthe Board
in urgent matters. All decisions of the exccutive committee shall be pJaced befote
the Board in the next meeting for its approval.

(5) The Board may constitute committees for perfoming lirnctions of
the Agency under this Act.

(6) The Board shall conducr and hold its meetines in a prescribed
tnanner

9. Appointment of the Director General. {1) There shall bc a

Director General of dre Agencl' sto shall rvithin six months of the
commencement of this Act be appointed by the Federal Government in such
lnanncr and on su{lh terms and conditions as may be prescribed by rules:

Provided that no person shall bc appointed if he holds nationality of arry
othel country.

(2) Till such time the reqrrlar Director General is appointed jn

accordance u'ith sub-section (i), the Primc Minister may designate al ofticer not
belorv the rank of BI'S-20 or equivalent to act as Director General in accordancc
rvith the provisions of this Act.

(l) The Prime Minister mar. afier notice and inquiry in the prescribcd
manner. lemove the Director Gcneral on the ground of inefficiency. misconduct.
corruption or inability to perfbrm functions.
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(4) The Director General ma1,. by sriting undel his hand addressed to
the Prirne Minister thlough the division concerned. tender his resignation and
shall cease to hold olfice upon acceptance of his resignation:

Provided that where the Plirne Minister does not accept the resignation
within thirty days, it shall bc decmed that thc resignation stands accepted.

10. Appointment of officers, staff, etc, by the Agency. The Agenoy
may appoint employees, consultants and sucl'r othel persons in the manner Aud on
the terms and conditions as rnay be prescribed by regulations.

I1. Employees to bc public servants. fhe Director Genelal.
enrployees and such othcr persons appointed under this Act- rvhen acting or
puryorting to act in pursuance of an1, ol the provisions of this Act, shall be
deemed to bc public sen ants rvithin the meaning of section 2l of the Pakistan
Penal Code. 1860 (Act XLV of 1860).

I 2. Powers of the Director General. {1) The Director General, as

the chief cxecutive of the Agency, shall exercise administrative as rvell as

financial porvers rvith regards to the f'unctioning ofthe Agency, under this Act.

(2) The Director Geleral shall ensure that the Agcncy pcrfbrms its
activities and functions in accordance rvith the provisiols of this Act- as well as

the rules and regulations made thereunder.

(3) tn particular and u,ithout plejLrdice to genemlitv of the loregoing
porvcrs. thc porvers ofthe Director General shall include-

(a) acting as a principal accounting ofliccr of tlie Agency:

(b) proposing. recomrnending and presenting budget estimates of the

Agency to thc Boaldl

(c) sanctioning all expenditure provided fbr in the approved budgct as

may be prescribed;

(d) constitLrting sub-committccs and assigning specific tasks to the said
comrnittees or sub-committces. for peribmance of the Agencl's
functions under this Act: and

(e) exercising and perlonning such other pouers and functions as ma1

be deerned connected rvith or ancillarv to \yorks and activities of
the Agerrcy under this Act.
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(,1) Until the exccutive comnrittee is duly constituted. thc Director
General shall, subject to such directions as the Government may give fiom time
to time, exercise the porvers and pcrlbrm the functions of thc executive
committee.

(5) 'lhe employees ofthe Agency shall have such porvers and perfonn
such lunctions as may be assigned to thcrn b1 the Director General.

13. Establishment of Agency fund.{l ) There shall be a fund of the
Agency rvhich shall be nonJapsable fund vcsting in the Agency to be known as

the NFA fund. The Fund shall consist o1'-

(a) grants nrade by the Govenrrnent:

(b) iiurds provided by the Federal and Provincial Government. if the
Provinc ial (iovemments so desired;

(c) loans and grants liom thc national or international agencies
leceived by the Govemment to finance the f,mctions ofthe Agenc),;

(d) chargcs and fees collected lbr serlices provided or from such
sources as may be approveri b1'the Board;

(e) income from investments and deposJts as approved bv the Board
und in ac,:ordance \ ith rUI!'s:

(0

(s)

(h)

(i)

incorne from the sale of rnovable or imrnovable proper[ :

donations and endowmenfs:

all other sums received b1'thc Agcncl in lieu ofservice: and

proceeds from any other service rendered by the Agency, including
hrspectiou Services (fbreign ol local). pro-iects or incoure from sale
of any publication:

(2) All sums received in lieu of sen'ices provided by the Agency shall
be credited to NIA f'Lurd.

(3) 'the Dilcctor General ma1, Lrtilize the NFA fund tbr expenditure ur
accordance with the legulations ofthe Agency.

(4) The NIA Fuld shall bc kcpt in onc or more accounts maintained b1.

the Asercv in local or foreign cun-eucl in anv scheduled bank in I,aliistan and
shaJl be operated in accordance rvith resulations ofthe Agencl .
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14. Rc-cxamination of forensic material. Aggrieved person or a

depaltment may seek the provision of re-examination of conventional, digital
lbrensics maLerial against a repoft submitted in an investigation through a couft
ol tribunal in a prescribed manner.

15. Bar to action and indemnity. (l) No action taken u[der this Act
shall be called in question in any couft or othenvise except in the manner
provided in this Act.

(2) No civil or crimiual proceedings shall be instituted against any
person for anylhing done in good thith or purported to have been done lnder this
Act.

(3) No suit- prosecution or other legal procceding shall lie against the
Govcflrnent or any Provincial Covernment or'local authority or an) other person
exercising any power or perloming any function under this Act or lbr anythiug
whicli is done in good faith or purpofting or intended to be done under this Act or
any rules made thereunder.

16. Accounts and audit.-{l) Subjcct to Articles 169 and 170 of the
Constitution. the Agencl shall prepare its budget. rvith respect to each financial

_n',ear. and shali maintain completc and accurate books of accounts of their actual
cxpenses- ilcome. payments- receipts. assets and liabilitics. etc.

(2) The annual accounts of the Agency shall be audited by the Auditor
Gcneral ofPakistan, in terms of Afticles 169 and 170 of the Constitution and if
rcquired by a reputable firm of chartered accountants, within the meanin-E of
Chartered Accountants Ordinance. 1961 (X o1' 1961). appointed b1, the Board.

17. Annual report. {1) The Agency shall submit its annual reporl to
the Primc Minister ttx'ough the division concemed befbre the 3l st day of
September ofeach tinancial 1ear.

(2) The Minister concerned shall, rvithin the period ofone month ofthe
leceipt of the annual report, lay dre sarne in the National Assembly and the
Senate.

(3) The Director Gcneral shall submit the fbllou,ing reports to the
Board. namely:-

(a) periodical repofts, retums, statcments and statistics as may be
requiled by the Government or thc Board:

(b) annual repon on different researclr and operational activities:
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(o) infomation and repofts lequired b-".' the Govemmcnt on an)'

specifiu point:

(d) copies ofdocuments rcquircd by the Govemrnent, or

(e) any other inlbrmation or data rcquired by the Goremment

18. Power to make rules. The Goverument may, by notification in
the olTicial Gazette, makc rules lbr canl,ing ont the pluposes of this Act in
rcspect of extemal matters of the Agency.

19. Porver to make regulrtions.-The Agency ma1', rvith approval of
the Board and by notificaLion in the olficial Gazette. make regulations lbr its
internal mattels not furconsistent with the provisions ofthis Act and the rules.

20. Delegation of powers. lhe Agencv may. by gcncral or special
order artl subject to such conditions as it may deem appropliate in uritinq
delegate, all or arly of its po$,ers and tiurctions to the Director General or iur1,

other officer ofthe agency under this Act.

21. Assistance to Agency. 'Lhe Agency uray seek assista;rce liom all
executive authorities of the Federation and ir the provinces as may be lequired
lbr the exeroise or perfbrmance of AgeLrc.v's activities and lunctions under thjs
Act.

22. Issuance of policy directives.-(1) -[he Gover ment rna-v, as and
rvhen deemed necessar-v, issue policv dir ectives to the Agency.

(l) The Board shall take all necessary steps to ensure that the actir ities
zrnd rvorks of the Agenoy, to the extert practicable. are carried out in accordeurce
rvith the policl, d cctive s issr.led by thc Govcmmeni.

23. Rclationship $,ith other larvs. Sare as providcd in this scction
the plovisions of this Act shall be in aclditjon to and not in derogation olany
other law fbr the time being in force.

24. Transfer and savings.-( I ) Ou comnrencemert of this Act.-

(a) all acts donc. actions takcn- obligalions and Iiabilities incured.
r-ights and assets acqnilcd, persons appointed or authorized.
jLrrisdictions or powers conlened. endowments. bcquests. lunds crl

trusts created. donations or gralts made. orders issued and lules or
lcgulations made by ol in rclation to the Agenc),- befole the
commencement of this Acl, shall be deerned to have been done.
takcn. incurred. acquired. appointed, conferred- cleated. made or
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issued pith respect to the Board or the Agency. respectively, under
this Act.

(b) all funds. propcr-tics, rights and intclcsts, ctc. issued, used, enjoyed.
possessed. owned or vested in the National Forensics Science
Agency (NFSA) Projcct and its Transfomation to National
[oleosic Agency (M'A) Project shall immediately stand transfbrred
to the Agency cstablished under this Act;

(c) all persons in service of the NFA Project shall immediately stand
transfered to the Agency established under tliis Act $,ithout
erllitlement to any additional compensation or bcnefit in lieu
thcreof:

Pr-ovided that-

(D thc persons so translened shall have the option to exercise a

non-revocable one-time option within sixty days of the
commencement of this Act either to retain the tems and
conditions of thcir sen ice existing immediately before
commencement of this Act ot opt for the new tenns and
conditions as shall be admissible to the employees of the
Agelcy on commencenent of this Aot r.vhich shall lot be less

lavourablc than their formcr tcrms a d conditions of scrvice:

(ii) the persons ol deputatiou. attachmert or secondment, etc. to
rhe NFA Project shall on exercising the option under
sub-clause (i) may continue rvjth their existing status of
appointmerll on rheir existing terms and conditions of seryicc
rn the Agency or malr opt for absorption rvith consent of their'
lending organization as employee ofthe Agency on ne\\, terms
and conditions of sen,ice ol opt f'or. repatriation to their parent
organization;

(iii) rvhere no option is exercised under sub-clause (i) or
sub-clause (ii). it shall be deemed that the persols have opted
for absorption in thc Agcnc-v on the ncw teflrs and conditio s

of their scr.rice in case of the persons under sub-clause (i) at
thejr orvn consenl and in case of the persons undel sub-clause
(ii) rvith consent oftheir'lending organization: and

(iv) ivhcre an)' depafimental proceedirgs or crimjnal proceedirgs
iu rhc coult of competent jurisdiction are pencling finalization
against any person so transf'erred to flre Agency, the same

shall renain pending and shall be decided in accordancc rvith
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his terms and conditions of serrr'ice immediately existing
before commencemerlt of this Act.

(2) The provisions of the Industrial Relations Act. 2012 (X of 2012)
shall not apply to matters relating to or arising out oftransf'er of employees to the
Agency.

25. Offencc. {l) If an expen or oflicial of the Agency knorvingly or
negligently renders false, incorrect or misleading opinion befole a court. tribunal
or authority, he shall be liable to the punishment of itnprisonment rvhich may
extend to one year or with fine rvhich may extend to one hundred thousand
Rupecs or with both.

(2) No court shall take cognizance of an offence under this Act unless
an officer authorize by the Director General makes a complaiut in x,r'iting in thts
behalI

26. Removal of di{ficulties. In case a difficulty arises in giving e1I'ect

to any of the provisions of this Act. the Government may make such olders, not
inconsistent with the plovisions ofthis Act, as mav appear to be necessary lbr the
purpose of removing such d ifficulty.

TAHIR HUSSAIN.
Secrelory Gerrcral.
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