
LA. ,*t*orucED IN rHE NATIoNAL ASSEMBLYI

A

BILL

topreventandprrnishcorrosivesubstancesassaultcrimes,providesupportarrdprotection
to victims and ensure justice and accountability in the Islamabad Capital Territory;

WHEREAS,itisexpedienttodeviseaspecializedlegislationthatisvitaltodetel
perpetators of corrosive substances related crimes through stringent penalties and ensure

viciims' access to justice and rehabilitation in the Islamabad Capital Territory'

It is herebY enacted as follows:-

CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION

1. Short title, extent and commencement' (1) This Act may be called the Corrosive

Substances Assault (Prevention and Protection) Blll,2024 '

(2) It shall apply to the Islamabad Capital Territory'

(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. Definition.- (1) In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant to the subject or context'-

(a) "corrosive substance" means a substance which may destroy' cause hurt' deface or

dismember any ofgan of the human body and includes every kind of acid, poison, explosive or

explosive substanoe, heating substance, noxious thing, arsenic or any other chemical which has a

conoding effect and which is deleterious to human body;

(b)',corrosivesubstalrceassault',means?IIlyactoromission,causedbycorrosive
substance/acid to be t}rown or administeled in any form on the victim with the intention that

such person is likely to cause to the other person permanent or partial damage/injury or

deformity or disfigurement to any part of the body or organ or cause death of srph victim;

(c) ',medical treatment" shall include surgeries or associated procedures, nursing care,

physiotherapy, psychological support, psychotherapy etc;

(d) ,,rehabilitation,, shall mean bringing or restoring a victim to a normal or optimal state of

health constructive activity, etc. by medical treatment and physical or psychological therapy, and

also to prepare such victim for usefi:l employment or successful integration into society by

counseling, training, etc;

(e).tictim,,meansapersonwhohasbeensubjectedtoacorrosivechemicalassaultandwho
has either survived as a result thereof or is dead;
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(g "committee" means special committee constituted under Section 18 of this Act;

(g) "Code" means Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V of 1898).

(h) "Pund" means Corrosive Substances Crime Victim Fund established under section 17 of

this Act; and

(i) "Magistrate" means the Magistrate Section 30/I\4agistrate of first class as provided in the

code.

(2) All other terms and expressions used but not defined in this Act shall have the same

meanings as defined in the Pzrkistan Penal code, 1860 (Act XIV of 1860) or in the code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), or the Qanoon-e-Shahadat Order, 1984 @O. No. 1{)

of 1984).

CHAPTERII
OFFENI]ES AFFECTING THE HUMAN BODY

3. Punishment for causing death or hurt by corrosive substance.- (1) Whoever with the

intention or knowingly cause cleath or hurt of any person by means of a corrosive substance ot

any substance which is deietelious to human body when it is swallowed, inhaled, comes into

contact with or received into human body or otherwise shall be said to cause hurt or dealh b-r,

corrosive substance.

(2) Whoever causes death ofa person by means of corrosive substance shall be punr shed

with imprisonment for life or imprisonment of either description for a term, which shall n,rt be

less than fourleen years and minimum fine not less than two million rupees.

(3) Whoever with the ir,tention or with knowledge, causes hurt to a person by means of a

corrosive substance in such a vvay that causes permanenl disfigurement of face way part ofbody,

or disfigurement or dismemberment of any organ or any part of the organ of the human body,

which impairs or iqiures or conodes or deforms the sylnmetry or appealance of a person, shall be

pwrished with imprisonment ol'either description for a term not less than ten years and fine no1

less than one million rupees.

4. Punishment for throwing oi attempt to throw corrosive substance.- Whoever

attempts to tkow or use ztny c,rrrosive substance on any person with intention of hurting that

person shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term not less than ']ree
years and fine not less than one hundred thousand rupees.

5. Punishment for abetment.- Whoever abets any offence under this Act, and if the act

abetted is committed in consequence of the abetment or an attempt is made to commit that

offence, shall be punished with the punishment provided for that offence.



6. Offence to be punishable and triable.- Notwithstantling anything contained in the

Code,anoffencepunishablerrnderthisAct,shallbecognizable,non-bailablearrdnon-
compoundable.

CHAPTER TII

II{VESTIGATION, TRIAL AND APPEAL

7. Registration of FIR- Notwithstandhg anlthing contained in any other law for the time

beinfin force, upon receivilg information of the offence, the officer in charge of a police

station shatl reduce the same into writing in the same book and in the same manner as prescribed

for a cognizable offence under section 154, of the code and shall be under a duty to cause

investigation of the sarne.

g. Investigation of offences. (1) The investigation undff this Act shall be completed by the

concemed police officer, not below the rank of inspector, within thirty days from the date of

receiving the information of commission ofthe offence or from the date of order of investigation

by the Magistrate.

(2) Where the investigation is not possible to be conclude within the time limit mentioned

in sub-section (1), the court may extend the time limit for not more than fifteen days, if the

investigation officer can satisfl the court, showing special reason, that for the interest ofjustice

it is necessary to extend the time limit for investigation'

(3) If the court finds during the course of investigation or at the conclusion of the trial

that the investigating officer, or other concemed officers have failed to carry out the

investigation with due diligence or have failed to pursue the case properly and are in breach of

their duties, the court shall punish such officer with imprisonment which may extend to two

years, or within fine, or with both by resorting to summary proceedings'

9, Trial._ (l) No court other than the court ofsession shall take cognzance of any offence under

this Act, except on a written report of a police officer not below the rank of inspector or any

person authorized in this behalf by the govemment'

(2)Thecourtupontakingcognizanceofacase,wrderthisAct'shalldecidethecase
expeditiously, preferably within three months.

10. cognizance of offences. Notwithstanding anything contained in the code, a Magistrate of

the First Class shall try an offence punishable under this Act and may impose any punishment

provided u:rder the Act.

11. Compensation to the victim. on conclusion of the trial, the court may order the convict to

pay compensation to the victim, in addition to the fine, if any'

12, Appeal. Any person aggrieved by the final judgment of a Court of Sessions may file an

appeal to the High Court.
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CIIAPTERTV
MEDICAL AI\D I,EGAL ASSISTANC AND ESTABLISHMENT OF'

REHABILITATION CENTRES

13. Medical personnel examination, treatment and reporting.- Save as otherwise provided in

section 1744, of the code, if a victim of corrosive substance crime is brought to a medical

offrcer of Private or Governr:aent or Semi-govemment controlled medical facility for initial

treatrnent, after providing imnrediate medical care to such victim, the attending medical ofFrcer

shall without any further delay inform the incident to the concemed law enforcement agency or

nearest police station and shall also maintain a record in the hospital relating to the antecedents

of the said victim.

14. Medical personnel of Government run facilities to provide free examination, medical

treatment and rehabilitation. - The examination ofthe victim shall be conducted, free of cost,

at nearest Govemment medical center by the qualified Medical offrcer'

Provided that, in case that treatment is treatrnenl in provided by a public sector hospital,

are initial expenditures shall be. te-imbursement by the committee establishment under this Act'

15. Legal Assistance. -(1) Ther Legal Aid and Justice Authority established under the Legal Aid

and Justice Authority Act,2020 (Act XVI of 2020) shall provide legal assistance to the victims

of corrosive substance crime. In addition to the fund established under this Act, shall also be

utilized for legal assistance under this Act.

(2) In addition to the legal assistance rurder sub-section (1), the committee shall in

consultation with the concerned ministry to which the subject of human rights stands allor:ated,

approve panels of advocates and volunteers for the provision of legal, financial or other

assistance either on pro bono or on fee basis, for which the frrnd under this Act and under the

Legal Aid and Justice Authority Act, 2020 (Act xVI of 2020) shall be utilized.

16. Rehabilitation Center for corrosive substances victims.- (1) The Federal Govemment

shall establish rehabilitation centres for victims, as and where it deems necessary.

(2) Govemment may declare aly Govemment establishment as "Rehabilitation centre for

Crime Victims" through gazette notification'

17. Victim Fund. -(1) The Federal Govemment shall establish a firnd to carry out the purposes

of this Act.

(2) The purposes of the fund shall include the meeting of any expenses'-

(a) towards the establishment of rehabilitation centre;

(b) with regard to the :xercise of any power or duty or function mentioned in this Acu

a:rd

(c) to grant medical or legal aid to the victim.
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(3) The fund shall consist of the following sources, namely:-

(a) Annual grant ftom the Federal Government;

(b) B ait-ul-maal;
(c) Aid and assistance from local, national and intemational donors; and

(d)Contributionsfromstatutorybodies,corporations,privateorgarrizations
individuals.

and

(4) The amount credited to the fund shall not lapse by the end of a financial year and shall be

available for utilization at any time.

18. Special Committee,- (1) The Govemment shall establish a special committee comprising of

eight members, tasked with oversight and management of the fund'

(2) The Committee shall consist of:

(a)

(b)

(")
(d)
(e)

(0

(")
(d)

(e)

(0

Secretary Ministry of Finance:

Two Bum Surgeon or Plastic Surgeon:

Two Psychiatrist /PsYchol ogist:

One human rights advocate:

One human rights activist:

One private financial advisor:

Chairperson

Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

19. Power and Responsibility of the committee.- (1) The committee shall have power to:-

(")
(b)

Develop and implement regulations to govem the operation ofthe flrnd;

Establish criteria for the evaluation of aid included but are not limited to

demonstrating financial need;

Allocated Funds to eligible recipients;

Ensure transparency and faimess in the decision making process;

conduct regular audits of Fund expenditures and operations to ensrue compliance

statutory guidelines financial integrity.

Generate publish an annual report containing Fund activities, expenditure' audits'

and recommendations, if anY, and.

Approve paael of advocates and volunteers.(e)

.CHAPTERV

MISCELLAI\EOUS
20. Application of certain Laws.- Victim shall be deemed to be person with disability and are

entitled to benefits and all measures prescribed under the ICT Rights of Persons with Disability

Act, 2020 (XXXV of 2020).

21. Power to make Rules.- The Federal Govemment may; by notification in the offrcial Gazelte,

make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act'
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STAT OBJENT S r\N AS

Thealarmingsurgeinacidthrowingandbumcrimeshasreachedepidemicproportions,
leaving hundreds of women arLd children scarred and suffering each year' This troubling rend

p".p",*t", vicious cycies of d,:spair, hopelessness, and untreated trauma. Victims face dau:rting

"irull"rg", 
including socioeconomic vulnerability, petvasive fear and stigma, and conrplex

injuries, rvhich underscore the rrgent need for comprehensive legislation'

Addressingthesecrimt:sisnotjustalegalneoessity;itisalsoamoralobligationto
combat one of the most egregicus violations of human rights. we must commit to safeguarding

the protection and dignity of all Pakistani citizens, in line with the intemational conventions

ratified by the Pakistani state, including the Universal Declaration of I:luman Rights (UDHR),

the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CED'\W),

the convcntion on the Rights ,:f the child (cRC), and the lntemational covenant on civi[ and

Political llights (ICCPR).

,fhiscomprehensivea:proachtotacklingacidthrowingandbumcdmesaligrrsfully

with the principles enshrined in the constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, i973,

reaffirming our dedication to justice, equality, and the fundamental rights of every individual. It

is crucial that ',re take decisive action to ensure a safer and more just society for all.

SD/-

MS. SHARMII,A SAHIBA X'ARUQUI ITASHAAM
Member, National AssemblY
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