Lﬁ\ <, INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL

to prevent and punish corrosive substances assault crimes, provide support and protection
to victims and ensure justice and accountability in the Islamabad Capital Territory;

WHEREAS, it is expedient to devise a specialized legislation that is vital to deter
perpetrators of corrosive substances related crimes through stringent penalties and ensure
victims' access to justice and rehabilitation in the Islamabad Capital Territory.

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

il Short title, extent and commencement. (1) This Act may be called the Cotrosive
Substances Assault (Prevention and Protection) Bill, 2024.

(2) It shall apply to the Islamabad Capital Territory.
(3) It shall come into force at once.
2 Definition.- (1) In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant to the subject or context,-

(a) "corrosive substance" means a substance which may destroy, cause hurt, deface or
dismember any organ of the human body and includes every kind of acid, poison, explosive or
explosive substance, heating substance, noxious thing, arsenic or any other chemical which has a
corroding effect and which is deleterious to human body;

(b) "corrosive substance assault" means any act oOr omission, caused by corrosive
substance/acid to be thrown or administered in any form on the victim with the intention that
such person is likely to cause to the other person permanent or partial damage/injury or
deformity or disfigurement to any part of the body or organ or causc death of such victim;

(c) nmedical treatment” shall include surgeries or associated procedures, nursing care,
physiotherapy, psychological support, psychotherapy etc;

(d)  "rehabilitation” shall mean bringing or restoring a victim to a normal or optimal state of
health constructive activity, etc. by medical treatment and physical or psychological therapy, and
also to prepare such victim for useful employment or successful integration into society by

counseling, training, etc,

(e) “yictim” means a person who has been subjected to a corrosive chemical assault and who
has either survived as a result thereof or is dead;



) “committee” means special committee constituted under Section 18 of this Act;

(g) "Code" means Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V of 1898).

(h) "Fund" means Corrosive Substances Crime Victim Fund established under section 17 of
this Act; and

(1) “Magistrate” means the Magistrate Section 30/Magistrate of first class as provided in the
code.

(2) All other terms and expressions used but not defined in this Act shall have the same
meanings as defined in the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act XIV of 1860) or in the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), or the Qanoon-e-Shahadat Order, 1984 (PO. No. 10
of 1984).

CHAPTER 11
OFFENCES AFFECTING THE HUMAN BODY

3. Punishment for causing death or hurt by corrosive substance.- (1) Whoever with the
intention or knowingly cause cleath or hurt of any person by means of a corrosive substance or
any substance which is deleterious to human body when it is swallowed, inhaled, comes into
contact with or received into human body or otherwise shall be said to cause hurt or death by

corrosive substance.

(2) Whoever causes death of a person by means of corrosive substance shall be punished
with imprisonment for life or imprisonment of either description for a term, which shall not be
less than fourteen years and minimum fine not less than two million rupees.

(3) Whoever with the irtention or with knowledge, causes hurt to a person by means ofa
corrosive substance in such a way that causes permanent disfigurement of face way part of body,
or disfigurement or dismemberment of any organ or any part of the organ of the human body,
which impairs or injures or corrodes or deforms the symmetry or appearance of a person, shall be
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term not less than ten years and fine not

less than one million rupees.

4. Punishment for throwing or attempt to throw corrosive substance.-  Whoever
attempts to throw or use any corrosive substance on any person with intention of burting that
person shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term not less than three
years and fine not less than one hundred thousand rupees.

5. Punishment for abetment.- Whoever abets any offence under this Act, and if the act
abetted is committed in consequence of the abetment or an attempt is made to commit that
offence, shall be punished with the punishment provided for that offence.

L]



6. Offence to be punishable and triable.- Notwithstanding anything contained in the
Code, an offence punishable under this Act, shall be cognizable, non-bailable and non-

compoundable.

CHAPTER III
INVESTIGATION, TRIAL AND APPEAL
7. Registration of FIR.- Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time
being in force, upon receiving information of the offence, the officer in charge of a police
station shall reduce the same into writing in the same book and in the same manner as prescribed
for a cognizable offence under section 154, of the Code and shall be under a duty to cause

investigation of the same.

8. Investigation of offences. (1) The investigation under this Act shall be completed by the
concerned police officer, not below the rank of inspector, within thirty days from the date of
receiving the information of commission of the offence or from the date of order of investigation

by the Magistrate.

(2) Where the investigation is not possible to be conclude within the time limit mentioned
in sub-section (1), the Court may extend the time limit for not more than fifteen days, if the
investigation officer can satisfy the Court, showing special reason, that for the interest of justice
it is necessary to extend the time limit for investigation.

(3) If the court finds during the course of investigation or at the conclusion of the trial
that the investigating officer, or other concerned officers have failed to carry out the
investigation with due diligence or have failed to pursue the case properly and are in breach of
their duties, the court shall punish such officer with imprisonment which may extend to two
years, or within fine, or with both by resorting to summary proceedings.

9, Trial._ (1) No court other than the court of session shall take cognizance of any offence under
this Act, except on a written report of a police officer not below the rank of inspector or any

person authorized in this behalf by the government.

(2) The court upon taking cognizance of a case, under this Act, shall decide the case
expeditiously, preferably within three months.

10. Cognizance of offences. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code, a Magistrate of
the First Class shall iry an offence punishable under this Act and may impose any punishment

provided under the Act. )

11. Compensation to the Victim. On conclusion of the trial, the Court may order the convict to
pay compensation to the victim, in addition to the fine, if any.

12. Appeal. Any person aggrieved by the final judgment of a Court of Sessions may file an
appeal to the High Court.



CHAPTER IV
MEDICAL AND LEGAL ASSISTANC AND ESTABLISHMENT OF
REHABILITATION CENTRES
13. Medical personnel examination, treatment and reporting.- Save as otherwise provided in
section 174A, of the Code, if a victim of corrosive substance crime is brought to a medical
officer of Private or Governraent or Semi-government controlled medical facility for imitial
treatment, after providing immediate medical care to such victim, the attending medical officer
shall without any further delay inform the incident to the concerned law enforcement agency or
nearest police station and shall also maintain a record in the hospital relating to the antecedents

of the said victim.

14. Medical personnel of Government run facilities to provide free examination, medical
treatment and rehabilitation. — The examination of the victim shall be conducted, free of cost,
at nearest Government medical center by the qualified Medical officer.

Provided that, in case that treatment is treatment in provided by a public sector hospital,
are initial expenditures shall be re-imbursement by the committee establishment under this Act.

15. Legal Assistance. -(1) The Legal Aid and Justice Authority established under the Legal Aid
and Justice Authority Act, 2020 (Act XVI of 2020) shall provide legal assistance to the victims
of corrosive substance crime. In addition to the fund established under this Act, shall also be

utilized for legal assistance under this Act.

(2) In addition to the legal assistance under sub-section (1), the committee shall in
consultation with the concerned ministry to which the subject of human rights stands allocated,
approve panels of advocates and volunteers for the provision of legal, financial or other
assistance either on pro bono or on fee basis, for which the fund under this Act and under the
Legal Aid and Justice Authority Act, 2020 (Act XVI of 2020) shall be utilized.

16. Rehabilitation Center for corrosive substances victims.- (1) The Federal Government
shall establish rehabiliiation centres for victims, as and where it deems necessary.

(2) Government may declare any Government establishment as "Rehabilitation Centre for
Crime Victims" through gazette notification.

17. Victim Fund. -(1) The Federal Government shall establish a fund to carry out the purposes
of this Act. -

(2) The purposes of the fund shall include the meeting of any expenses.-

(a) towards the establishment of rehabilitation centre;

(b) with regard to the 2xercise of any power or duty or function mentioned in this Act;
and

(c) to grant medical or legal aid to the victim.



(3) The fund shall consist of the following sources, namely:-

(a) Annual grant from the Federal Government;

(b) Bait-ul-maal;

(¢) Aid and assistance from local, national and international donors; and

(d) Contributions from statutory bodies, corporations, private organizations and

individuals.

(4) The amount credited to the fund shall not lapse by the end of a financial year and shall be
available for utilization at any time.

18. Special Committee.- (1) The Government shall establish a special committee comprising of
eight members, tasked with oversight and management of the fund.

(2) The Committee shall consist of:

(@)
(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)
(D

Secretary Ministry of Finance: Chairperson
Two Burn Surgeon or Plastic Surgeon: Member
Two Psychiatrist/Psychologist: Member
One human rights advocate: Member
One human rights activist: Member
One private financial advisor: Member

19. Power and Responsibility of the Committee.- (1) The Committee shall have power to:-

(2)
©)

(c)
(d)
(e)
)

(g)

Develop and implement regulations to govern the operation of the fund;

Establish criteria for the evaluation of aid included but are not limited to
demonstrating financial need;

Allocated Funds to eligible recipients;

Ensure transparency and fairess in the decision making process;

Conduct regular audits of Fund expenditures and operations to ensure compliance
statutory guidelines financial integrity.

Generate publish an annual report containing Fund activities, expenditure, audits,
and recommendations, if any, and.

Approve panel of advocates and volunteers.

-CHAPTER V
MISCELLANEOUS

20. Application of certain Laws.- Victim shall be deemed to be person with disability and are
entitled to benefits and all measures prescribed under the ICT Rights of Persons with Disability

Act, 2020 (XXXV of 2020).

21. Power to make Rules.- The Federal Government may; by notification in the official Gazette,
make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The alarming surge in acid throwing and burn crimes has reached epidemic proportions,
leaving hundreds of women and children scarred and suffering each year. This troubling trend
perpetuates vicious cycles of despair, hopelessness, and untreated trauma. Victims face daunting
challenges including socioeconomic vulnerability, pervasive fear and stigma, and complex
injuries, which underscore the urgent need for comprehensive legislation.

Addressing these crimes is not just a legal necessity; it is also a moral obligation to
combat one of the most egregious violations of human rights. We must commit to safeguarding
the protection and dignity of all Pakistani citizens, in line with the international conventions
ratified by the Pakistani state, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW),
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), and the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights (ICCPR).

This comprehensive asproach to tackling acid throwing and burn crimes aligns fully
with the principles enshrined in the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973,
reaffirming our dedication to justice, equality, and the fundamental rights of every individual. It
is crucial that we take decisive action to ensure a safer and more just society for all.

SD/-
MS. SHARMILA SAHIBA FARUQUI HASHAAM
Member, National Assembly
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