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I Short title, ertent rtrd commenc.Dcnt.-{l) This Act shall be
callcd lhc Establishhcnl of Special Coun (OvcNeas Pakistanis Prop€ny) Act.
2024.

(2)

(3)

z.
r€quires.-

(a)

It shall cxrcnd 1o the wholc ofth€ Islamabad Capital Tenitory-

It shall comc into force at oncc.

Defirition!.- In rhis Acr, unlcss rhe conrext or subjecr othdwise

'Code'mcans the Cod€ of Civil Proc€durc, 1908 (Act No.V of
1908)i

(b) Over..r! Pikirtfii mcrrt cry pertor hoHing e Prkithni
prlrpont, computerizcd nrtlollrl id.ntity..rd (CNIC), nrlion.l
ldcrlity card for ov.h.sr Prkistrnir (NICOP), Prkiltrn origin
c.rd (POC) or Ovcrr.rr Prkistrnir Found{tion (OPF)
m€mbc hip crd proving hl! trrtion.lity md ir living, worHrg
or ltudyiry rbrord p.rn.Ilcndy o] t DpoErily for mor. lh.n
onc hondred r eighq two (lt2) d.rril! . trt y.rri

(c) 'petitioncr' for the p'.'.pose of filing petition bcforE a s?ccial court,
means the ovqs.as Pakistani or anyone lulhorized by him in his
h€halfi

(d) 'prcscriu' m€ans prEscribed by rul€s;

(c) 'Foperty' rncans immovcable property ss dcfined in th€

Registnrion Acr. lmE (Act XVI of l90t)i

(0 'rulcs'ncaDs rules rudc undcr this Actt and

(B) 'sp€cial corm' mc{Ds thc spccirl courl $lablishcd or designat€d ,s

3. EdrHilhnrnl of rFcid cou4.tc.- 0) Thc Fed6al Govcmnqlt
mry, iD coosihatiotr wifi lhc Chicf ,uslice of the Islarnab.d Hi8h Cot'i Dd by
notificltion in the ofEcial Gazett€, cstablish ,s many special couds in lhc
Islamab.d Capital Territory as it may decm nec€ssary io ry p€titions fil€d by
overscls Pakistonis in rclEtion to their irtunovablc propcdica and whcrc nore
tfiu onc sp€cial coun ar€ cstsblishe4 lhE norificadon sholl spcciry.iurisdiction of
€ach such s?ccial coun.
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(2) The Fcd€rEl Governmcnt nay, in consulta(ion with lhc Chief
Jnsticc ofthc IslanEbod High Co'rrq oppoint ary person ss ajudgc ofthc spccial
coun \rho is or has b.En a distictjud8c or an additional dirtrictjudge or who is
or has bc-er a adveatc oflh. High Coun for a period ofnor l6s ths tcn ycals
and is not more than sixry-five years of a8e al the timc of appointmml as such
judsc.

(l) In addition to or in lieu of csrsblishment of lhc sp€ci.l coun udcr
suEscction (l), thc Fcd.rsl Covernmcnt ruy, in consultation wrth thc Chief
Jusficc of tte Islamnbad High Court .nd by notificalion of d|e official Cazcttc,
dcsi8Dlte in the Islamabsd Capital Tcnitory as many couts of disEictjudgc or
additional dismct judgcs as special coud as it may de€m fit and where morc than
one spccial court arE designated, the nohficrtion shall specrryjudsdction of esch

(a) A judSe of th€ sp€cial coufl shall havc the lame powcrs and
jurisdicton Ls vested rn thc court ofdistictJudge undcr the Code.

(5) A judge of thc Aecral coun shall be appointcd for a period of tl*c
ycars on such terms and conditions as may be determincd by the ChiefJusticc of
the Islsmabad Hieh Coun.

(6) A judgc ofthc speciol court shall only bc rcnovablc bcforc the
expiry ofhis tcnurE ofh. 

'ffound suilry ofmisconducrs

(t) During his tenure, a judsc of a special court rnay be transfdcd to
another specid coun whhin Islamabad Capital Tenitory by thc Chief Jusrice of
thc Islamabad High Coud.

4. Fi[rg of p.titior.- (l) A Ftition undcr this Act shall bc fil.d in
sFcial court having thc jurisdiction, in thc nrsnner q rnay be prEscribcd.

(7) The disciplinary proce€dings .gainst aludsc ofa sp€cisl ooud shsll
k conduct€d in (he srme manner and undcr the saln€ legal provisions and n es

as prEscrihed for a disEict atrd sessions judgc in rhe IslarnBbad Capit l Tenitory

(2) A p€tition ufldcr sub-scctioo (l) shall cotrtain a concise ststcmcnt of
facts which shall includc status ofowncrship and unlawful posscssion or cont ol
of propcrty, estimated ma*el t€lue of propcrty, details of rcnl or profits rEccived
by pcrson rn unJawtul poscxsion or control of property, it any, and the rclicf
cldn'ed ,nd such othcr infmmation or docum€nts as rnay bc prescrib€d.

(3) Notwithstanding anrthing contained in thc Code or any oth€r law
for thc trmc bemg in force. all actioB, disputcs, Pctlhons, surls, procecdin8s and
mancrs connect€d lhcr.with in which on€ 6 rnorc of thc pa(ies EE ovcrs€&s
Pikisrsnis, shall be hcard md adj'd'carcd cxcltEively by i spocial court.
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5. E.f ing of p.dtlonr, ctc.- (l) The Islsrmbad High C-oufl shall
rlBk tulcs to cnablc filing ofpctihons. respons.s, applicahons, hearing ofpanies
including ncording of evidcnce under this Act snd all mattcrs connected
lhcEwith or irrci&ntal thcreto through electonrc mcan!.

(2) Subject to the Public Finance Msnagem€nl Act, 2019 and to carry
oul purposc! ofthis Act thcrc shall b€ maintained by desigrtcd officcr or th.
spcci.lcourt in dl€ Fescritrd manncr. bak account lor deposit ofcoud fe€ and
odlcr chargcs rnanullly or through modcm dcvices including e-filing, ctc.

(3) Itrrc shall b€ maintsincd plrysrc.l ad clEctronic rEcord of all th€
csrca 6led and pending beforc the special courls along-{'ith ihe deteils of lhc
procccdings ft.r hrvc taka plrcc rltcrein.

6. Notic. to appcer rnd conrcquencs. of non-rpperrrft€.-<l)
The rpccid coEt shall issu€ notice ro lhe respondents in thc form os giv.n in rhc
schdule to this Act for appcamc. or a datE fixEd nol l.tcr than ten days through
proccss servcr, regiutcrEd post acknowledgemenl duc nnd coudcr scrvicc.

(2) In addition to the s€rvicc undcr suFscction (l), rhe sp.cial coun
shall order for cllccting senicc b.v-

(a) !ffixio8 a copy of th. nolice al som€ conspicuous pan of the dis-
possffsed !,ropcrty or nsidarcc of dre rcspondent in which he is
hrown to havc last r..idcd or c&ries on busincss or p€rlonally
workt for gdn;

(b) any modcrn dcvice including elccuDtic dcvice of communrcation
which may includc nobile phone, tclephonc, t€legram, phonogr.n!
iclc)q far, trdio, tclcvisron ctc. in a prEscriH mrnncr;

(c)

(d)

G)

(0

tEgent mril service or public couricr servicm;

!trDouncmnt lhmugh mosque, lcnple, corhmun;ty centcr, ctc.;

public.tion in dl. FEss in lhe prescriH msnnc.: or

.ny oth6 manner or modc 0s il nsy rhink fil:

Pmvid th.t $c Spccral Coun mry or&r De ul. ofall or any of
tfic aforEsaid modes of servic€ simultancouslv-

(3) If d'c rEspondcnt 6ils to appcar, fie sp..ial cout lray dir€ct
scrvic. again by sny oflhc modes ncntioncd in sub-scction (2) ro apF|I on a
dare not ldcr th61.cv., day!.
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(4) If the respondcnt fails to appear again, the sprdal court nuy
procced et-pare againsl lfic rcspondent and rnay pass any ordcr under the lew
applicablc tllerero.

(5\ lf an e*Nrte otd.t is passed against a respondenr, the respondent
may. within ten dayr frorn thc drte of knowledge lhc.eof, apply to lhe spccial
coun lor sctting aside the ex-pone otdet zlong-with an application for lcavc to

(6) If thc rcspondcnt shows a sufficicnl causc for his mn-app€arEnce,
the sp€cial coun nrry sct asidc the dr,pdrre order on such tenrrs as it msy decm
fir.

?. Le.ve to delend.- (l) A spccial col[l shall not allow rcspondent
to defend the application unlcss he obrains from this special coun le3ve to
dcfcnd.

(2) Subject ro olhcr provrsions of this Act, a rcspondcnt shall filc an
applicalion for leavc to dcfcnd, in dcfauh of which. dE lll€gdions of fact in the
p.tition shall b€ dc€rncd to have becn admitted and thc spccial cou.r mBy pass thc

JudgrDnt aDd dccree in favour of lhc petitioner.

(3) The applicalion for lqvc to dcfcnd shall b. in thc form ofa wnttm
sblcncnl containing a 3ummary ofsubstantial qucstions oflaw a! w€ll as facls in
rcsFcl ofEhich, in th. opinion of the rcspondent, evidcnce nee& lo be Ecorded.

(4) The application for lesve to defeid shall b. accompanied by an
affidavit of the rEspondcnt, copy of all rclcvant documqrts in posscssion or
power and smdavits of not lllorc fian two vitn.sscs which, itr the opinion of the
rcspondcnt, srpport thc qucstion of l.w and facls miscd by him.

(5) An applicrtion for lerv€ to dcfcnd which docs not corply wilh thc
EquirEmmts of sub-scction (4) shsll b€ rcjected, unless thE rEspond.nt discloEcs
sufficient caus€ for his ineb;liry to-comply with any such r.quircrncnt-

(6) Thc petitioner msy-6le a reply to the spphcation for leave to
d.fcnd

(7) The s?ecial coun shall grant thc r€spondcnt lcavc lo dcfend if on
considerarion of coolcnls of thc Ftitio4 applicatiofl for leave to defend and it!
rcply thaEto rt is of lhc vrc$, that substanti.l questons of law or frcts have bccn

r.iscd itr ltsFct orwhich evidenc€ ne€ds recording.

(8) The spc.ial cou shaU deride thc applicatio! for leave to defend
wrthin a pcriod of fiftccn days fofm the date ofits filing.
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(9) ln granting l€avc under sub-scctron (7), d|c tp€cial coun rnay
impose such condirioffi &s it mry dcen appropriate in circumstances ofthe casc,
including fimishing of sccunty which Shall nor bc less than tcn perEcnl of
.stimalcd mark€l valuc of proprty of overseas Pakistaii prEvailing at that lime.

(10) if lcavc lo dcfcnd is grarted the spcial coun shall rrEat the
lpplication for leavc to d€fcnd as a defeoce of rcspondcnt and in its ord€r
g.anliig leave it shall fizmc issues relating to sub$antisl questioDs of law or
fscts and, subjecl to tulfillmcnt ofany conditions afiachcd to Sranl of leave, fix i
d.tc for rEcording ofcvidcncc rhcrEon and disposrl of thc procecdings.

(l l) Wherc thc applEation for l€ave to dcfend is rcjcctcd or whcrE a
rcspond fails to fulfill conditions att ched to thc g.anr of lcave to defend, tlc
sFcirl cou( shall prDceed to pars j udgnEnt and decnc againlt the r€spondent.

8. Rccording of !vid.Dce.- (l) Thc spccial coun shall direct the

Fl8rty concemed to produc€ its.videncc on ! datE fixcd

(2) The sp€cial coun shall trEat sn affi&vir filcd by r party a!
.xrminrtion-ir-chicf and-

(a) may, of rts orfn morioa. order attendarcc of dlc dcponcnt for cross
examinalion; and

(b) shall, if so requestd by a p6rty, direcr production o fthe dEpendent
fo. cross-cxsmination.

(3) Thc spccial coun shall not granr morc dlan two opportunities to a
p8rty for Foduction oflhc cv'dcncc.

(a) The sFcial coun shall not gmflt an adjoumrncrr for cross
ex.min.tior of a witnca! cxccpl for a sufEcidrt causc ind on payl lent oI rhe
cosn to fie q.itsl€is as ir may dc.m fil.

(5) A sp€cial c{urr, on rcqucsr of an overses! Pakisrani litiganr, shall
lnake arrangemmts lo msblc the litigant 10 participatc in thc court proceedings
lhrough vidco link.

(6) A sp€cial cour shall alloq, evidenc€ of an overseaslitigant or a
witncss lhmugh drc conccmcd high commission, cmbossy m mnsutate of
Pakislah, !s lhe cas€ may be. by us€ of video linl or ay othc. legally acc€Fsble



(8) Aflgr mrding evidencc of thc parries, if any, and hearinB the
argurEnts, thc sFcial court shall pass lhc JudSrtnt and decrc€

9. P. od for disposrl of petition.-{I) Th€ special court shall passa
judgment as expeditiously es pocsiblc but not lst€r than ninety d6ys ftom the date
of grant of Epplication for leave to dcfcnd.

(2) In ca!. thc proce€dinEs lrc nor complel€d wrthin ninc(y day!, the
respond€nt n'ay bc r€quired to tunish sccunty in zuch anount as the sp€cial
coufi d€erns fil and or f. urc of thE rcspondcnt ro fi.Enish slcunty the special
courr shall pass judgmcnt.

(3) The requirErnent of tumishing secunry und€r sub-scction (2) shall
be disp€nsed with, if in opinion of fic spccial cowt on apprccrlton of hrterial
.vailable on rEcord, thc d€lay is trot atributablc to conduct of lhc rcspondent.

Provrdcd that such evidence shall be rccorded under supcrvision of an
ofEcial of thc concemed high comnission, etc. especially notificd for this

(7) A spccial court shall enablc that causc list ond shon ordcrs ofsuch
cases ro be uploadcd on thc web ponal especially establ ished fm this purposc.

(4) At ,ny tim€ during the mutsc ofproce€dines, tl'e +ccial coun shall
not allow ldjoummcnl for morE than svcn days.

(2) The admission of appeal shall not b€ d€emed to suspand opdation
ofjudgment, dccrc€ or final ordcr u css a notic€ hrs b€.n scrvcd on th€ d€cre€
hold€r.

(l) Ttc High Court shall d.cid. an appeal withrn a Friod of ninety
days from thc datc ofia 6ling.
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(5) Thc spccial court if it dctms ncccssary for cxpcdirious disposal of
thc surt or pctkion, for reasons to bc rccordcd in writing, shall on itl o\{n motion
have the powcr to summon ofrcial rEcord rmintained by $e public auldlies in
rcspect of sny motter conn€cled wlth or arising from thc subject mlttcr of thc sult

10. Appcrl.- (l) Any pcrson aggricvd by ajudgncnl, dccree or final
order ofthc spcci.l court may, within fiftccn drF, Fefer m appcrl lo lhe High
Court,

(4) An app.al may be prefened under this section fiDn ! decrEe pased
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(5) No appeal, review or revision shall li€ rg.inst an order accepting or
r€jecting an spplication for leavc to defend or siy rntcrlocutory ordcr of th€
sp.cial coun which do€s not dispGc ofthc cnlire proccedings beforc th€ special

(6) Any order for sray of erecurion of d€Eree rn appeal shdl
auromaticslly lapse on expiry of lwo months from (latc ofsuch ordcr.

ll. Exrcution of decrtc.- (l) Notwithstnndin8 snylhing conlained in
any othcr law for lhe tim€ bcing in force, upon issuEncc of dccree by a spccid
court, thc suir shrll autoEatically sland convcncd into execution procecdings
without the nccd to file s€ps.atc rpplic3tioo and fic cisc shall tc hcrrd by the
special court fc,r execulion of rts decr.€ on th. crpiry of fifl€cn daF hom $e
datc of issuancc ofdecree or ordcr.

(2) Thc dlc1cc ofthc apccial coufi shall h€ cxccuted in accordrnce with
the provisions of the Codc or sny other la\v for rhc hlnc beirg in forcc or in luch
mannff as lh€ special coun may at request of rie dccrc.+oldcr rmy cdlsidcr
appropriarc-

(3) Thc sp..ial court shell bc €ntitl€d to s..k scrvices and arsist&ce of
the police or any law enforccmcnt 68cnry m cx.ncrsc of pow€rs confcE€d by this

(1) Norwithstandiog aDythin8 conrained in the CodE or ony othcr l6w,
for thc tirlc b€ing ill fcrcc, if thc claim or objccrioB !I€ found by thc sFcid
co|l'l ro b nola-i.le ot 6lcd mcEly to delay ihc .xccution proc.ss thc sp€cill
coun shcll iqrose such pcnalry .s it deems fit m facts and circumstsnces ofthe

12. Att.chn.nt blfo.e judgment, irjunction or rpFintn.rt of
r6riv.E.- (l) Thc spocial coun may, on its oEn or on an application, by the
petitioncr, with a vrev !o prev€nting prop€rty tom bciog trarufaEd, aticoarcd
clrcumblEd, wsstcd m othe.wiss dEsh with in a rhanncr which is lik ly to impan
or prcjudicc thc rights of ovcrsc!.r Po}istanis, or oth€ruise in rhe intcrcst of
justi(..-

(a) rcsEain the r6pordeEl or othcn fiom trafff.rring, dianltillg,
paninB with possdsiofl or oth6wi3c encumbcnn8, chrr[in&
disposine ofor dealirg wth the property in any manncr;

@) atuch such propcrty;

(c) trrnsfer posse&sion of such property to thc aggneved p€rsoni or



(2) An orde fidcr sob-scctim (l) nay rlrc be p6scd by thc special
@un againsl any rhird party lo whom the propcrty is sold in conlravenlioo of
provisions of lhis Act or held 6€rarr, by rcspondcnl in dlc name ofah osicnsible
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(d) appoint one or mor€ receivers of such property on such terns and
condilioDs as it hay deeh fit.

13. Trrnsfer ot pending crs8. - 
(l ) On commcncemenl of(his Act,-

(6) .ll Ftitions. surts, .xeculion p€r(ions and all orhcr procc.dings
pending in any othcr court, in which ovcneas Pakistanr is a prty,
shall srand transfercd lo thc sp.cial co rr and on hasfcr of the

ca6.,s, thc spccial coua nay proceed with the cases ftom thc slage
at which it was pcnding;and

(b) all rypeals, revisions, in *'frich any or 6ll lh€ panics arc ovene&s
Pskisra.is, pendin8 before rny coun aftcI the commcnccmenl of
this Act, shall slard tnnsferr€d lo spccial b€nch or bcnchcs of the

concemcd High Court for adjudication.

14. Applicrtior of [ine! rrd co3ts.- (l) A spccial court may direct
that the whol€ or part ofany fine or costs imposcd under this Acr shall bc appli€d

(e) p!)menl of costs ofall or any procccdinSs und€r this Acl to the

aggneved p€6on; and

(b) paymcnt ofcornpcnsstion to oversras Paki(anis.

(2) An order under suEslclion (l) shall be deemed to bc a dccrce
pasr.d und6 lhis Act for purfroscs of cxecution.

15 R.nfidiotr on tr.nJcr of prop.rty.- After publication of
notices undcr suLse.iion (l) of section 6, no respondent shall Eansfcr, alicnate,
encumber, r.mov! or part with posscssion of propcrty pendi.g finrl dcoisior of
the suit or pctition 6led by lhc pclitione rnds lhis Act Bnd any such ransfer,
alieflrtion, cncumbBnce or othcr disposilion by rhc rEspondcnt in violation of
this sub-scclron shall h. void and ofno legal effect.

15. Applic.tirn oI lh. Limitrlior Act, l90t (Act Ir( oI l90t).
Sav€ as othcrwis€ provided in this Act, lhc Fovisiom of th€ Limitation Act,
l90t (Act IX of 1908) shall apply to all cases inrtitulcd or filed in spccial court
afrcr cominS into force ofthis Acr.



l7 Pow.r! or.p€cirl cou(- (l) Subjccr ro ftc provisions of this
Act, th€ spccial coun shall in cxcrcise of ih civi I j unsd iction havc all rhe powels
vcstcd in a civil court undcr lhc Codc.

(2) Tlte sp€cial coun 
'n 

all manqs wilh resT.rt lo 'rirch lhe proc€dur has

nd b€m Frovided for in lhis Acr. follos' rhc FoccdurE laid dowi in dle Code.

Provided that thc spocial coun may on its o*n a.cord or on application
of any party and with noticc ro rhc othcr party or. as the casc may b., to both the
panres. conecl any cleric{l or tpogmphrcal mistakc rn anyjudgmcnt. d€.r.e or
order passed by 

't.

(.1) All preed'nss hcforc a spccial @un shall bc demc{ to be
judicral procecdings within thc mcaning ofscctions l9l and 228 offie Pekistan
Penal Code, (Act XLV of 1860) and s.ctions 476 and 4t0 of the Code of
Crirunrl ProcEdure, l89t (Acr No. v of lt9E)

18. Finrlity of order.- Subjccr to rhe pr'rvisions of scction I0, no
court or other aulhority shall rcvis€ or r€vicw or call or pcrmit lo b€ callcd inlo
questron any procc.ding, judgmcnr, dccrE or ordcr of a s?ccial coun or the
legality or propncty of anyhrng done or incndcd to b. don€ by th. srecial court
in cxcrcise ofit$jurisdiction und6this Acr:
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19. Rcgi!rr.r.-<l) A s€nior civil judge or any orher omc€t so
dcsignared shallbe poncd as rcSistrar ofthc splcial cout

(2) fh€ rcs'stEr shall bc rcsponsiblc for pcrformmc€ of tunclrons that
may be assiBncd to bim by lhc Fedcral Govcmm$t in mnsultation wilh lh€
Chief Justicc of thc Islambad Hid Coun.

20. Rcpor.- (l) Th. rcgistrar shall prcFr! and prcsc.rlt .n annurl
repor of the implcmcntation of this Act to ihe committc. which rhall consist of-

(a) a Judge of lhc Hid Cout to bc nominatd by thc Chief Justicc of
the lslamabad High Coutl

(b) Fedcnl sccretary of the division to *hrch b'rsincss of thc special
couns stands allocatc{ or h's noninc not bclow thc rank of ajoint
sccrEtary or equivslcnti

(c) Fcd@l sc.rEtary of thc division to which busincss of ovcNeas
Pakistanis stands alloc.rcd or his nominc not tElow the rant of !
joinl sccrrtary or cqqivalent;lnd
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(d) ntanaging dircclor, Ovcrscas Pakislanls Foundation or his nominc

(2) The commin€e constitul€d under sub-scction (l) may from time to
lrmc propos€ arhcndments rn this Act.

21. Pow.r to mrLe rul.!.- The Isl.riabad High Cout may, by
notification in thc officral Cazettc, make rules for carrying out thc purpos€s of

22. Rcmovrl of difficulticr.- lf a difiicuky aris€s in giving €trect ro
any of lhe pmvisions ofthis Acl, lhe Fedcral Govemmol Dy, by nolification in
ofli.ial Cazcttc, make such provisions nol inconsistcnt in $,ith thc provisions of
rhis Acl as itthinks fit for rcmoving such ditrculty.

23 Act lo ov.rfide oth.r h*!.- The Frovisions of lhrs Act or any
ordcr or rule made thcrcunder shall have €ffect norwithdand'ng an),thing
inconsistent thercwith containcd in anyolher law for thc litne beinS in force or in
any instrumcnt having effcct by virtuc ofany such lsw.

TAHTR HUSSAIN.
Secrctorl Aenerul.
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