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Bill

furlher lo amend the Anli-leftorisrrl lcl, 1997

WHEREAS it is expedietrt frfiher to amend the Arti-terlorism Act, 1997 OOWII of
199'l). for the puryoses hereinafter appearirg:

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and comEencemenl- (l) This Act shall be called the A.rti-Tenorism
(Amedment) Act, 2024,

(2) lt shall come into force at once

. 2. Amendmeut of sectiotr llEEEE, Act XXVII of 1997.- In the Anti-Tcnorism
AcL I997,(XXVID, in section I IEEEE,-

(a) for sub-section (l),lhe following shall be substituted, rlamely:-

'(1) The Covemment or, where the provisions of section 4 have been
invoked, the armed forces or civil armed forces, as the case may
be, subject to the specific or general order of the Govemment in
this rcgard, for a period rlot excr€ding three months and aner
recording reasons therrof, issue order for the prcveltive detention
of any p€rson who has beetr conc€med in any offence under this
Act relatirg to the security or defence of Pakistan o! any part
thereof, or public order relating to target kiUing, kidnapping for
ransom, and exrortion, bhatta, or the maintenance of supplics or
services, or against whom a reasonable complaint has been made
or crcdible information has been rec-eived, or a reasolable
suspicion exiss of his having been so concemed for purpose of
inquiry:

Provided that th€ detertion of such person, including
detention for firther period after tkee months, shall be subjgct to
the provision ofArticle l0 oflhe Coistitution.";

(b) in sub-sectio[ (2), for the full stop, at the end, a colotr shal] be substituted
and thereafter the following proviso shall be addcd, namely i

"Prcvidcd that *fiere the detention order has been issued by the
armed forces or civil armed forces under sub-seclion (1), the inquiry shall
be conducled by the JIT comprising of a police ojfrcer not below the lank
of Supedntendent of Police, Intelligence agencies, civil armed forces,
armed forces and other law enforcing agencies."; and

(c) after sub-section (2), ameoded as aforesaid, the followiog new sub-scction
shall be inserted, namely:-

"(2A) The provisions of subsectiotr (l) and (2) shall remain in
force for a pedod of lwo years ftom the commenc€meot of the Anri-
Tenorism (Amendment) Act, 2024 ( of2024).".



STATEMENT OF OI}.IECI'S AND RIASONS

Section IIEEEE of the Anti-Tenorisnr Act, 1997 was amendcd in 2014, Foviding the

Govemment and adhorizEd Armed Forces / Civil Armed Forces with the authority to coDduct preventive

detention of indiliduals suspected of involvement in terrorism-related activilies. This provision was

designed to empo\er law enforcement agencics to pre-€mptively address secu.ity thrcals by d€tailtitrg

suspects for a p€riod not exceedinS three months, theNby allo\ving for thoroug! inquiries and preveDting

polential terrorist acts. However, this arnendment was subject to a sullset clause, timiting its validity to a

poriod oftwo ycars, \ hich was expircd in2016.

2. Furlher, the current securiE shuatioo rcquires a robusl rcs|x)ns( lhnl Aocr heyorrd thc

existing legal fiamework.TheershvhileaoeodmentsofSectionllEEELolthcActibitl:ue(4uirc,ltrr

be rE-iflsert€d to empower the Govemmeni Armed Forces, and Cilil Armed liorccs wilh lhe necessary

authoriq ro detain individuals who po6e a significant thrcal to national security. This provision would

allow for the pr€ventivc detention of suspecls based oa credible information or reasonable suspicior\

thereby disrupting tcrrorist plots before they can be execuled. This will also provide I,a\l Enforcement

Agencies with the legal backing to cotrduct more effective opetations agairrst terrorism. It would facilitste

the use of Joint Interrolption TearDs (JITS), composed of members from various law entbrcement and

intelligence agencies. to conduct comprehensive inquiries and gather actionable intcuigenc€

3. The Bill seeks to achieve the above-said ob.jectives.
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