L_JHE._ INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
Bill
to amend the Islamabad Healthcare Regulation Act, 2018

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Islamabad Healthcare Regulation Act, 2018 (XXII
of 2018), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act shall be called the Islamabad
Healthcare Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 2024.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 2, Act XXIll of 2018.- In the Islamabad Healthcare
Regulation Act, 2018 (XXIII of 2018), in section 2, in clause (xvi) after the word “psychologist”,
the words "registered as mental health practitioner” shall be inserted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Pursuant to section 2(xv) of the Islamabad Healthcare Regulation Act, 2018(XXIll of
2018), patient rehabilitation centres are included in the definition of healthcare establishments,
which are subject to regulation of the Act. As per sections 21 and 23, these healthcare
establishments and the professionals working there have to be registered with and obtain a
license from the Healthcare Regulatory Authority. Section 17 of the Islamabad Healthcare
Regulation Act, 2018(XXIIl of 2018) empowers the Islamabad Healthcare Regulatory Authority
to establish technical committees for laying down that standards for measuring the quality of
services provided at healthcare establishments including rehabilitation centres. Furthermore,
pursuant to section 18, an inspection committee may be established to undertake inspection of

healthcare facilities.

2. An effort to more effectively and deeply regulate rehabilitation centres may be made
through framing of standards of operation etc. detailing staffing requirements, drug use
requirements, and infrastructure requirements for such centres pursuant to section 17 of the
Islamabad Healthcare Regulation Act, 2018(XXIll of 2018). However, it may be helpful to amend
section 2(xvi) of the main Act by clarifying the meaning of a “healthcare professional” to include
“mental health practitioners” generally while the existing definition only refers to

“psychologist”.
3 The Bill is designed to achieve the said objects.

Sd/-
MS. SHAISTA PERVAIZ,
Member, National Assembly
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