
IAS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLYI

in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is herebY enacted as follows:-

BILL

further to amend the Seed Act' 1976

WHEREAS it is expedient turther to amend the Seed Act' 1976 (Act No' XXIX of 1976)'

I Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act shall be called the seed

(Amendment) Act,2024 '

2. It shall come into force at once'

2. Amendment of preamble' Act XXIX of 
.1976' - In the Seed Act' 1976 (XXIX

ol 197 6). hereinafler called as the said Act' in the preamote'-

(a) for the expression' "North West Frontier Province"' the words "Khyber

Pakhrunkhwa" shall be subst tuted: and

(b) for the word "Baluchistan"' the word "Balochistan" shall be substituted'

3. Amendment of section 2' Act XXIX of 1976'- In the Act' in section 2'-

(a) after clause (ii), the following new clause shall be inserted' namely:-

(iia) "Authority" means the National Seed Development and Regulatory

Authority constituted under this Act;";

(b) after clause (iii)' the following new clause shall be jnserted' namely:-

"(iiia) "Board" means the Board of Governors constituted under this Act;"

(c) after clause (iv)' the following new clause shall be inserted' namely:

"(iva) "Chairperson" means the chairperson ofthe Authority;

(d) in clause (vi)' for the word "Agency"' the word "Department" shall be

substituted;";

(e) for clause (vii), the following shall be substituted' namely:-
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"(vii) "Fund" means the National Seed Development and Regulatory
Authority Fund, created under this Act;,';

after clause (x), the following new clause shall be inserted, namely:_

"(xa) "Member" means a member of the Authority;,,;

clause (xii) shall be omitted;

in clause (xvii), after the word..rules,,, the words..or regulations,, shall be
inserted; and

after clause (xvii), as amended aforesaid, the following new clause shall be
inserted, namely:-

"(xviia) "President" means the president of the Board;,,;

after clause (xx), the following new clause shall be inserted, namely:_

"(xxa) "regulations" means the regulations made under this Act;,, and

in clause (xxxii), for the word ..registered,', the word .,enlisted,, shall be
substituted.".

4. substitution of section 3, Act XXrX of 19i6._-lnthe said Act, for seclion 3, the
following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(3) Establishment of the Nationar Seed Development and Reguratory Authority.-(l) There shall be constituted an aurhority, to be known i"s the \ationar Seed
Development and Regulatory Authority, for carrying out such purposes and functions, as
may be entrusted to it under this Act or by rules and iegulations made thereunder.

(2) The Authority shall be a body corporate, having perpetual succession and a sommon
seal, with power to purchase, procue, sell, exchange, hold, acquire, and dispose of
property and interests therein, both movable and immovable, and miy by its name sue or
be sued.

(3) The head office of the Authority shall be at Islamabad, or at such other place or
places, as the Federal Govemment may by notification in the official Gazette,
determine.".

5. Insertion of section 34, 38, 3c, 3D and 3Il, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said
Act, after section 3, substituted as aforesaid, the following new sections shall be inserted,
namely:

*3A. Appointment and term of office of the Chairperson and members._(l) The Authority shall comprise a chairperson and such other members as may be
appointed by the prime Minister, from amongst the persons possessing such
qualifications and on such terms and conditions as may be irescribed:
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Provided that until rules are made in this regard' the.Chairperson and members

of the Authority shall be ;;";;iJ t; su"h tLms and conditions as the Prime

Minister maY determine.

(2) The Chairperson of the Authority shall be an eminent professional of known

;idt _J h;ring minimum expe.ience of ren years in the field of agriculture.

(3) The term of the oftice of the Chairperson and Members shall be three years'

exiendable for a further period of lwo years'

(4) Any person ceasing to be the Chairperson or-r-n9.1bear by reason of the expiry of the
t 'i*.'"i 

t lr 
"ff,ce, 

or-by resignation, shal ue eligibte for re-appointment'

(5) The Chairperson or any member may' at any time' resion from his office of the

Authority, provided ,h" *"h ;;;;# ti",'""t take efdct untit dulv accepted by

the Prime Minister'

38. Meeting of the Authority'- (l) The Authority shall meet at least once each

L-oott, on ,u""h dut., tir,," and place as may be fixed by the Chairperson'

(2) The Chairperson and, in his absence' the most senior member of the Authority
' 

shall preside over meetings of the Authority'

(3) The quorum for a meeting of the Authority shall be the Chairperson and simple

majority of the members'

3C. Constitution of committees, bodies' e to

time, constitute such committees, facilities ,i1
;;i,ffi;,;t mav be deemed aPProPd rons

envisioned under this Act:

Provided that all committees' facilities the

Authority, or as the 
"u." 

tuii",-"tiuUtitn"a *a"t hall

work under the supervision'and control of the Au this

Act.

- (1) There shall be a Board' to be known as the Board of
3D. Board of Governors

Govemors, r:nder this Act.

(2) The Board shall consist of the following members' namely: -

(a) Federa.l Minister of National

Research

Food SecuritY & - President

@) ChairPerson of the AuthoritY - Member



+

(c) Secretary Ministry of National Food Security &
Research, Govemment of Pakistan. or his
representative not below the rank of Additional
Secretary or equivalent.

(d) Secretary Finance Division, Government of
Pakistan, or his representative not below the rank of
Additional Secretary or equivalent.

(e) RepresentativesofProvincialAgriculturedepartnents,
to be nominated by each Provincial Govemment

(0 Chairman Pakistan Agricultural Research Council

(g) one representative each to be nominated by the Seed
Association of Pakistarl Croplife Pakistan Association,
and Pakistan Hi-Tech Hybrid Seed Associarion

(h) Four experts one from each province, at least one of
whom to be Vice Chancellor of an Agriculture
University, having relevant experience in the field of
seed, to be nominated by the president, on
recommendation of the Chairperson of the Authority
from time to time.

- Member

Member

- Members

Member

- Member

- Members

(i) Four progressive farmen, one from each province, to - Member,s
be nominated by the President, on recommendation of
ttre Chairperson of the Authority from time to time.

0) such other members as may be appointed by the president, on the
recommendatiors of the Chairperson of the Authority, from time to time.

(3) In the absence of the Federal Minister of National Food Security and Research, any other
member of Board, nominated by the President, shall preside over the meetings of the Board.

(4) The term of office of the members of the Board, other than ex-ofEcio members, shall be
three years, which may be extended for a further period oftwo years.

3E. Powers and functions of the Board.- (l) The Board shalr be responsible for
providing policy directions and general guidelines to the Authority, for effectivery
carrying out the purposes envisioned under this Act. In particular and without prejudice
to the foregoing, the Board shall-

(a) monitor and review the functioning of the Authority;
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issueguidelinestotheAuthority,aspertheapplicablepolicyregimeofthe
Federal Govemment;

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(0

conduct audit as well as annual performance review of the Authority' or any

of its officer but subject to A'l;;i;;;t una tzo of the Constitution in

Iirr""i"iri"ril-"J una audit of accounts of the Authoritv;

institute appropriate accountabiliry and oversight mechanisms to ensure

"ii#;" iiJ.tti'e" of Authoritv's firnctions under this Act;

approve budget of the Authority and ensure effective utilization thereof;

advise and recommend to the Federal Govemment on policy issues as well

IJ other matters pertaining to the seed sector;

establish liaison between the respective.go'"PT*lllt^l,"ll as departments'

;ffi;;l;;*enralities thereof and the Authoritv; ano(e)

(h) carry out other functions ancillary thereto' or connected therewith' for the

PurPoses of this Act'

O\TheBoardmay,fromtimetotime'constitutesuchcommitteesandentrustsuch'powers

-d fin.tion. thereto as the 
'iH;;;:; ^ppi"pii""' 

io-o" **"t as may be prescribed'

upon direction of the President' through a-written oTdo:-::[Y t *'

therein' delegate any of it' po*"" "ot functions to any member or

uthoritY ' " '

6. Substitution of section 4' Act XXIX of 1976'-In the said Act' for section 4' the

foilowing shall be substituted' namely:-

(a) recommend, tI ti
management' and
Federal as we

. administrative' financial'
(b) develop an performance of firnctions

regulatory control and accountability
envisioned
mechanisms for such PurPose;

(c) J"f"#i:'i.:::;,:i::1ll!.ii{i*{[1'l!1"11ili1];
iL, i-p"tt, export and intemal trading thereol' etc';

(d)coordinateresearchanddevelopmentactivitiesorinitiatives,inconsultationwith
Federal as well as Provincial cou"rn-"nit 

"uJ 
o'nt' tesearch bodies and
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institutes;

(")

(0

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)

0)

(m)

(n)

(o)

(p)

(q)

G)

(e)

synergize and optimize the seed sector of pakistan, at public as well as private
level;

alia, Federal Seed Certification and Registration
Rights Registry and variety evaluation cJmmittee,

applicable latvs;

exercise supervision over departments, committees and other such bodiesconstituted under this Act, in actordance with relevant law;

execute contracts or other legal instruments, transact with govemmentar and non-govemmental entities and enter into other legal and corporate arrangements,
directly. or indirectly, with foreign as well as toJal Uoaies to promote, attract andprotect investrnent in the seed sector;

proceed, in the manner as may be prescribed, against employees of the Authorityinvolved in, inter alia, comtpt practices,- professional misconduct andinefficiency;

approve, implement and regulate the standards ofqualities and varieties ofseed;

issue guidelines for administration of quality control, marketing, post-harvest
management and storage modalities of seed;

regulate and monitor inter-provincial trade and transportation of seed;

advise the Federal Govemment on import and export of seed;

recommend to the Federal and the provinciar Govemments, as we, as entities andoffices thereof, on any supplementary and incidental issue pertaining to seed;

take 
.initiativ-es and policies with regards to agriculture sector, as relates to the usage andefficiency ofseed;

to be recorded riate
sition. of penalty, any
of this Act, or s or

create, sanction, merge, de-merge, or abolish posts and oversee the performance of itsemployees;

hear and decide appeals, under th.is Act; and

(s) carry out all other works and functions connected therewith or anc rary thereto.
(2) The Authority may appoint, employ, remove and regulate such officers and othermembers of staf{ or appoint such experts and consurtants, from pubric as well as private



sector, on initial recruitment, deputation' secondment' or otherwise as it may consider

necessary for the performance of its functions under this Act' from time to time:

ProvidedthatallemployeesoftheFederalSeedCertificationandRegistration
Dgpaltmentshallcontinuetou"gou".n"aundertheCivilServantsAct,lgTf(ActL)oilof
19i3) or other service laws applicable to them'"'

7. Insertion of section 4A, Act XXIX of 1976'-In the said Act' after section 4'

substituted as aforesaid, the following niw section shall be inserted' namely:-

"4A Fund of the Authority'{l) There shall be a fund' to be known as'lhe Authority

Fund, vested in tfr" ,{rtfro;ty for the purposes oi carrying out all powers and

functions under this Act'

(2) The Authority Fund shall consist of inter alia'-

(a) gants made by the Federal Govemment;

(b) loans obtained by the Authority;

(") monies, aid, grants' proceeds or sums received' or eamed' by the

AuthoritY; and

(d) all other sums, including' inter alia' fees' charges and levies recovered or

recetved bY the AuthoritY'

(3) The Authority Fund shall be kept in one, or more accounts maintained by the

Authority, in local or i"ttfg' t'i*"y' and shall be operated' utilized and regulated in

such manner as maY be Prescribed:

provided that the account having foreign crrrrency, if any, shall be operated with

the prior approval of the Finance Division' Government of Pakistan'"'

8. Amendment of section 6' Act XXIX of 1976'- In the said Act' in section 6' for

the words .,National Seed council", the word "Authority" shall be substituted'

9. Amendment of section 10' Act XXIX of .1g76'-]rr-the 
said Act' in section 10'

for the words ,.Federal Cou"r|,^"ntli, Ae word ''Authority" shall be substituted'

l0.AmeDdmentofsection12,ActXXIXoflg76'-lnthesaidAct'insection12'
after the expression "'""r,",;;;;;dt ";" ; application made in the prescribed manner or"

shall be inserted.

11. Amendment of Section 16' Act XXIX of 1976'-In the said Act' in section

1

in sub-section (1), for the words "to the Federal Government or any other
(a)

authority as it may determine from time to time

Authoriiy" shall be substituted; and

", the words "before the

16,-



72.
228,-

14.
be omitted

(a) for sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:

"(l) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any other lali,
for the time being in force, any person may make an application to the
competent authority, on the form as may be prescribed, for regislration of
seed business in Pakistan." and

(b) in sub-section (3), for the expression ,,Ministry, dealing with the subject-
matter of seed,", the word "Authority,, shall be substituted.

13. Amendment of sections 22D and 22F, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, in
sections 22D and 22F, for the words "Federal Government", wherever occurring, the word
"Authority" shall be substituted.

B

(b) in sub-sections (2) and (3), for the words ,,appellate authority,,, the word
"Authority" shall be substituted;

Amendment of section 22B, Act XXIX of 1976.-,In the said Act, in section

Omission of section 221, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act. section 221 shai,l

15. Amendment of section 22J, Act XXrX of 19i6._'rn the said Act, in section 22J,
for the words "Federal Govemment", the word "Authority" shall be substituted and lor the full
stop at the end, a colon shall be substituted and thereafter, the following proviso shall be
inserted, namely:-

"Provided that the existing Variety Evaluation Committee shall continue to
function, till it is reconstituted under this Act.,'.

16. Amendment of section 23, Act XXrX of 1976.-In the said Act, in section 23,
the clause (e), and thereafter, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(") prevents any person from exercising any powff or perform any functions
conferred on him by or under this Act or rules or regulations made thereunder;

shall be punishable,-

(i) with a minimum fine of five hundred thousand rupees, uhich may
extend to two million rupees; and

(ii) imprisonment for a minimum term of three months for the first offence
and up to a maximum oftwenty fow months for subsequent offences.

17. Amendment of section 24, Act XXIX of r976.-,rn the said Act, in section 24,
for the words "Federal Govemment,,, the word ..Authority,, 

shall be substituted.

18. Insertion of sections 24A,248 and 24c, Act XXIX of r976.-In the said Act,
after section 24, amended as aforesaid, the following new sections shall be inserted, namely:-



Authority:

ProvidedthattheAuthorityshalldecidesuchappeal,afterhearingallparties

"o.r"".*dl 
through a speaking order in the manner as may be prescribed'

2 ":.rllr-"'ll,ll:lf'"::#;T::l
etermine, from time to time'

(2) A Tribunal shall comprise the following:-

(a) a Chairperson, ftom amongst such persons who is or has been a Judge of a

High Court, to be appointed by the Federal Government;

(b) an advocate who is qualified to become a Judge of a High Court' to be

appointed by the Federal Govemment; and

(c) a member having at least.a master's degree in agriculrure sciences and

possessing .*i.G* opdence in the st"d tttto" to be appointed by the

Federal Govemment'

(3) The Chairperson and the members shall be subject to such terms and conditions and

lnai i" 
"ntitt"a 

to such remuneration and privileges, as the Federal Govemment may

determine.

(4) The Chairperson and the members shall be appointed for a term of five years' who

ihull not be eligible for re-appointrnent'

(5) The Chairperson and the members may' at any time' resign from his offrce of the

Tribunal, provided th"t .r;;;i;;ii;" th;h not Lke effect until dulv accepted bv the

Federal Govemment.

24C. Powers and functions of the Tribunals'- (1) The primary responsibility 
'of 

the

Tribunals shall be to fr.. *a i..la" the appeals against orders passed by the Authority'

in accordance with law'

(z) The Tribunal shall have discovery' inspection'

i-r--oring, examination' and re- well as power to lssue

warrants of arrest and imPose such

(3) Any person aggrieved of an order passed by the. Authority' under section 24A or

otherwise, within thirty d;"f til "o**itutio' 
of the said order' may file an appeal

before the Tribunal, io .u"t, -"uro", *J ot puy."nt of such fee' as may be prescribed'

(4) The Tribunal may' on appeal after giving a r.eas-onable opportunity of hearing to

)iio*i".^"#.;;, diil, ,o-^ia", vary or modify the order appealed against:
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Provided that the Tribunal shall decide such appeals, as expeditiously as possible, but not
later than ninety days from the frrst date of hearing.

(5) An appeal to the Supreme Court of Pakistan shall only lie against an order or
judgement of the Tribunal, if the Supreme Court grants leave to appeal, after being
satisfied that the case involves a substantial question of law ofpublic importance.,,.

19. Amendment of section 25, Act XXIX of 1976.-In the said Act, in section 25.-

(a) in sub-section (l), after the word "class", the expression,,, specifically designated by,
the respective Provincial Govemments in that behalf," shall be inserted;

(b) for sub-section (2), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(2) No court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable under this Act except
upon a complaint in writing made by the Federal Seed Certification Department or a
person authorized by the Authority in this behalf by an order in writing.; and

(c) after sub-section (2), amended as aforesaid, the following new sub-section shall be
inserted, namely:-

"(3) The provisions ofthe Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898) shall
apply, mutatis mutandis, in respect of cases under this Act.,,.

20. Substitution of section 28, XXIX of 1976,- In the said Act, for section 28, the
following shall be substituted, namely:-

"28. Delegation of powers.- The Authority may, by a written order, delegate any of its
powers and functions to any member, officer, or employee of the Authority, or to any
departrnent or agency working under its control or supervision, subject to such
restrictions, if any, as may be specified in that order, in the manner as may be
prescribed.".

21. Insertion of section 28A, Act XXIX of 1976.- ln the said Act, after section 2g,
amended as aforesaid, the following new section shall be inserted, namely: -

"28A. Audit.- (1) The chairperson may appoint a reputable firm to carry out the annual
performance audit of the Authority.

(2) The auditors appointed under sub-section (l) shall submit the audit report to the
Chairperson and the Chairperson shall cause the same to be placed before the Board for
approval.".

22. Amendment of section 29, Act XXIX of 1976.-In the said Act, in section 29, in
sub-section (2),-

(a) after the word "for", the expression ", inter alia,,, shall be inserted;

(b) in clause (b), after the word "processing,,, the expression .,, development, marketing,,,
shall be inserted; and
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(c) in clause (c), for the words "under section 16"' the expression "to the Authority

under ttris Act," shall be substituted'

23, Insertion of section 30' Act XXIX 
-of 

1976'-In the said Act' after section 29'

ur"ndi1. ,for".uia, tf'" forf owft n"* section shall be inserted' namely:-

,,30. power (r)Jh: A,'TllII'l;1111'f"l'Xii'ilJffiTTi;
make regul with the Provlslol

thereunder, ut the purposes envisioned under this Act "'

24. Insertion of section 3l' Act XXIX.of 1976'- In the said Act' after section 30'

amended as aforesaid, th" f"ll;;;;;;w section shall be inserted' namelv:-



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The purposed amendments in the Seed Act, 1976 seeks to establish inter alia a National Seed
Development and Regulatory Authority (the "Authority,'), and the Seed rribunals. For this

all requisite powers and functions, including,
power to employ modern methods, ability to
ntal entities, and integration of an effective

As such, a modem and efficacious regal as we as regulatory framework is envisioned, under theproposed amendments, for effective development, regulation, administration ana marilgement orseed, a subject, from end to end.

The ordinance seeks to achieve, inter alia, the aforementioned objectives.

sd/-
(RANA TANVEER HUSSAN])

Federal Minister
for National Food Security and Research


