. {;Pe—’i INTORDUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
Bill

further to amend the Pakistan Nursing Council Act, 1973

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Pakistan Nursing Council Act, 1973, (No. XXVI
of 1973) for the purposes hereinafter appearing:-

It is hereby enacted as follows:-
1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Bill may be called the Pakistan Nursing Council
(Amendment) Bill, 2024.

(2) 1t shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 3, Act XXVI of 1973.- In the Pakistan Nursing Council Act, 1973
(No. XXVI of 1973), hereinafter referred to as the said Act, in section 3, in sub-section (1), after
paragraph (d), the following new paragraph (¢) shall be added, namely :-

“(¢) Three members, two elected by the National Assembly and one by the Senate”. |

3. Amendment of section 8, Act XXVI of 1973.- In the said Act, in section 8, for sub-section
(1), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(1)  The Prime Minister may appoint the President of the Council, who shall
have a minimum of twenty years of experience in the field of medical and
administration. The Vice-President shall be appointed from amongst the members

of the Council.”.

4, Insertion of new section 9H, Act XXVI of 1973.- In the said Act, after section 9G, the
following new section 9H shall be added, namely:-

« 9H, Method of appointment.- (1) The appointment of the Secretary, Finance Director,
Human Resource Director, and other staff of the Council shall be appointed thierin merit-

based process, including: -
(a) advertisement of the position;
(b) a transparent selection process involving a panel of experts and representatives
from relevant departments, besides the Council; and
(c) evaluation of candidates through interviews and assessment of professional
competencies.
(2) The Council shall ensure that all appointments are conducted in a fair, unbiased manner,
compliant with the principles of equal opportunity.



(3) The term of appointment of staff shall be clearly defined, with provisions for renewal
based on petformance evaluations and adherence to the Council's standards.

(4) All.members involved in the appointment process shall disclose any potential conflicts
of interest and recuse themselves from decision-making if such conflicts arise.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The objectives of this amendment are to enhance the governance structure of the Pakistan
Nursing and Midwifery Council by ensuring that both members and the President possess expertise
in medical and administrative fields, establish a transparent and merit-based process for staff
appointments to ensure faimess and equal opportunity, promote accountability through clearly
defined appointment terms and performance evaluations, facilitate democratic representation by
allowing parliamentary elections for some members, and ultimately improve the standards of
nursing and midwifery practice in Pakistan, thereby benefiting public health.

Sd/-
SYED RAFIULLAH
Member, National Assembly
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