ASSEMBLY]
_ THE NATIONAL
Y [NTRODUCED BY
A5 A
BILL

Islamic Republic of Pakistan

to amend the Constitution of the ls\am'm Repub\\c 0{

further to amend the Constitution of the

WHEREAS it is expedient further
Pakistan for the purpose hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.-(1) This Bill may be called the Constitution

(Amendment) Bill, 2024.
(2) It shall come into force at once.
2. Amendment of Article 198 of the Constitution.- In the Constitution of the

Islamic republic of Pakistan, in Article 198, in clause (3), for the expression Bahawalpur,
Multan and Rawalpindi;”, the expression “Bahawalpur, Multan, Rawalpindi and Faisalabad;”

shall be substituted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The objective of this amendment 1s 10 improve the accessibility and efficiency of the
judicial system for the residents of Faisalabad and its surrounding areas by establishing a bench
of the Lahore High Court in Faisalabad. Currently, litigants from Faisalabad and neighboring
districts are required to travel to Lahore to attend court proceedings. This necessitates significant
travel and accommodation expenses, which can be a severe financial strain, particularly for those
with limited resources. The long-distance travel also results in delays, litigants often face
difficulties in reaching court on time or may even miss their hearings altogether. By setting up a
Lahore High Court bench in Faisalabad, the amendment secks to localize judicial functions,
thereby making the legal process more accessible and efficient for a large and growing
population. This will not only reduce travel and accommodation costs but also ensure that justice

is administered more promptly and effectively.

2. The proposed amendment also alleviates the case load on the main Lahore High
Court, which is currently centralized in Lahore. By decentralizing some of its functions, the new
bench will help manage case volumes more effectively and reduce backlogs. This change aligns
with the constitutional mandate to provide speedy and inexpensive justice, ensuring that the
judicial system is more responsive and accessible to the public. Overall, the amendment seeks to

enhance the fairness and efficiency of the judicial process in line with constitutional principles.

Sd/-
MR. CHANGAZE AHMAD KHAN
Member, National Assembly
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