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Bilt

to give eftct to the Convention on abolishing the requirement of legalizalion for the.lorei2n

A

public documents

WHEREAS it is expedient to give effect to the convention on abolishing the

requirement of legalization for the foreign public documents and for matters connected

therewith;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-'

l. Short title, extent' application and commencement,- (l) This Act shall be

called the Apostille Ac1,2024.

(2) It shall extend to the whole of Pakistan.

(3) It shall apply to foreign public documents and other public documents as specified

from time to time in the official Gazette by the Federal Govemment.

(4) It shall come into force at once.

2. Definitions. (1) In this Act, un-[ess the context or subject otherwise requires,-

(a) "certifrcation,' means certification that authenticates the origin of the

documents and not the contents;

(b) "competent authority" means the division to which business of this Act stands

allocated or any other authoriry declared by the Federal Govemment to be a

competent authority required under the Convention;

(c) "Convention" or "Apostille Convention" means the Hague Conventiorl

Abolishing the requirement of legalization for foreign public documents, done
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at the Hague on the 5th day of October 1961, the english text of which is set

out in the First Schedule and includes any ratified protocols;

(d) "convention State" means a state party to the convention other than pakistan,

(i) any state party that objected to Pakistan,s accession to the Convention;

and

(ii)

(e) "model certificate" or .apostille certificate" means the model certificate set

out in the Amexure to the Convention.

3. conferment of certification.-( I ) Notwithstanding anlthing to the contrary

contained in any bther law, the provjsiohs of the.conrl.ention'shall have the force ol law in

Pakistan.

(2) The Federal Government may. by notification ir the ofllcial Gazene, amend tlre:. .,;
Schedule in coirformity with any amendments mdde ahd adopted in the Convention, provided

that such amendments shatl be adbpted'and iatified by the Govemment of pakistan.

,:i4- Fees.- The competent authority may, -by notification in the offiiial Gazette,

determine fees in relation to the issuancg ol,apostille certificates from time to time_

5- 'Pdwbr nbt to recognize cerfain.d-ocumsnts in pakistan.- The application of
those foreign documents shall be ineffective, which fall withiri',ihe arnbitr6f Apostiue Convenrion
but are agaipsl-the glgry oflslam and national interests; sovereignty and integrity of pakistan.

6.' ' Overridiiig,effect.- The provisions cif this Act shalI have effect notwithstanding

anything to the contrary contaihed in any other;law, f<ir the time being in force.

' 7. Indemnity.- No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall'lie against any

person for zrnythihg *hich is doire or intended to be done in good faith in pursuance of this Act.

8. Power to make rules.- The Federal Govemment may, by notihcation in the

official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

J

but does not include.-

any state party whose accession to the Convention pakistan objected
I

to;'ald.



.IIIT] SCIIEDULE NO. I

(Scc scctiorrs 2 rrnd 3)

Articlc I

Articlc 3

I The present Conventiort shall apply to public documents which have becn excctlted in the

territor)' ol one Contracting s1;,; .'r,l u'hich have to be prodtlced in the territory ot

il:t'ilt:1[::i*"rtt1.,ti'r,"..,,, convention, the fotloMng are deemed to be public

docunlcnls:

a) documerls euranatirg front atl authority or an official connected rvith the courts

or tribunals "r,,* 
t",", lr.irJing tlror. cnranating from a public prosecurcr' a

clerk ofa court or a process-server ("huissicr dejtrstice");
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b) adrninistrative documenls;

c) notarial acts;

d) official certificates rvhich are placed on documents signed by persons in their

p.i'ate cupo"itf *"0 * olficial certificates recording the registration of a

docunrent or the fact rhat it was in existence on a certain date and official and

notarial authentications of signatures'

i. Hos'ever' the present Convention shall not apply:

a) to documents executed by diplomatic or consular agents;

b-) to administrJ" do"*tni' dealing directly with commercial or custorrs

oPerations'

Articlc 2

Each Contracting State shall exeupt ftonr legalisalion documents to rvhich the present

Convention applies and '"t]i"n 
tlo'" io be produced in its territory' For tlte purposes of the

oresent Conveution, Iegalisation means only the fornrality by whioh the diplomatic or consular

ilil1';il;i.n,',;i"" '"""u ;;; ;;"^'"; has to be produced certir)' the authenticit-v ol the

signature, the capacity in wtrictr th€ person signing the document has acted and' where

,o?r"o.iri", thc identiry of the seal or stamp which it bears'

oo,j*{ L aln5cannel

l. The only formality (hat lllay be required ir.r older.to cellify the authenticit)' of. the

' r,t^r,rtJ, ,n" lop,tity in tul'i"t' the ierson signing the document has acted and' whcre

appropriare, the iclentity ot it" stot^ or stamp wltith it bears' is the addition oi the
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cc.rtillcate describccl in Articlc 4, issucd b), lhc corrrpcrcnr authority of rlrc State liont

rvhich the docurncnt crnanates.
2. llorvcvcr, ,;" f;.,J;; rnenrioned in rhe preccaing paragrapl: cannol bc ":l']:1.1::","

either the fnn,.. ,.e,,ii,iorr, or. pro.ti"" i,, fo."" in tl,,c"siat" rvherc the 'i:t::"1"'i -:'
producetl or u ngianr"n, llett{,ec1 two or more Clon(racling Starcs hrrvc abolisllcd trr

sirnpliticd it, or excnrpl thc rlocuurcnt itsclf tiont legalisatiorr'

Articlc 4

l. Tbe ceLrificate relcrred ro in tl.re lirst paragraph of Article 3 shall be pt""d,".i ili
docunreni itseif br on an ',allonge"; it shalt be in the form,of thc nrodel armexed lo the

, fi,:J i|ll1l",l'J. 
1*'"n 

,1 ,: ll-T:::,*"?i":",::"'"T illlffi: ;[i f;J"l,[
'[he standud terms ippediing therein nray be tn a s

"Apostille 1co,ru"n,ion JJii;ti'il;: otlu"' rie il'shall be in the French language'

Arlicle 5
n who has signed the doctLment

l. The certificare shal[ be issued.at'the.leq rest of.thq p91so

authenticitv of thc signature' tl" :1l1ill lX
acted and' where appropriate; the identrty oI

tts'

3. Tlie signatiirb;'seal alid.stampprl thecerti4cate are' exempt.from all certification'

Articlc6, , .:

shall d by. reference to their olEcial function''the

authoritics tut,o tt" to,npti'# tJ t t"nii'"utt referrcd to in the first paragraph of

Anicle j. 
''L ' t :

It shall give no1ige.'pf, sLrch {esign1ti9n, to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

Netherla4d,s at dre dme it a"piti*: tis 
-intutniiht 

:of ratification or of' accession or its

;J;#;;.ii.nii"n' lt 'rJi:j$ ei* irotice of anv change in the designated

authorities

2

Article 7

l. Each of the autliorities designated in qccordancq wiihnrticle 6 shall keep a register or card

maa* ,,,rl,.t it shall record the'cedficates-issued' specifying:

a) the numbor anrl d4te of the certificate'

b)thenanreofthepersonsigrtingthepublicdoctunentandthecapacityinwhich
lrelrasacted,orinthecaseofunsigneddocuments,thenanreoftheauthority
rvhich has allixed the seal or stamp'

off, Camscanner

5



li"

I

I

I

I

I

2. Al thc rcqucst of any intcrcstcd pcrson' the atrthorirv Y'i::,:'ili::",i;'J :Il[::::::]
vcrili rvll(:thcr tltc palrictrlars in tlrc ccrtilicut corrcsputlrl rvtttt

irdcx.

Articlc 8

Whcrt a llcaty, convcn(iott or agrccntcnt tlctr

^""","',*. trn1.f,r subject the ccrtihcation of

l.,*il;;;i"'r willonl1, orcnidc such P

ii. a",,^i'i, tt*"ed to in Articlcs J arrd 4'

Articlc 9

EachContractingS-..,,,,11*'.lli;i,"T:::.1'$,IJ',,il';::l:"i'[:lT:[:tffllilj'T:
by its diplonlatic or consular al

excnrPtiou'

Ar(iclc l0

T:IJI":":"JJ:[TXJ:I 
]:ii:: ffi:lilH'J$::r[:ffi :T:[ffi ff "i[l::'T:::

TurkeY'

,;;:[:T#'l'fili'i"iJ[:"':'#*'t(s 
or ratincation shail be deposited with the Ministrv or

Articlc I I after lh€ dePosit of the

r. Thcprcserrt. ,3;5;lillo***,rv
third instl ume

2- 'l he Conventi n'

on the sixtiell

Articlc 12 Convention after it has

l. Any Statc no e I l' The instrument oI

cntcrcd in(o of the Netherlands

accession sh

2 Such accessi

and tlrosc Co n refened to in sub-P

monlhs afler to the MinistrY of
AnY such

Ncthcllarrds

\
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3. 'iltc Convcntion shall enter into forcc as bcttvcen thc accecling Statc ancl l"" 
t:t:l:::;::i

havc raiscd no objcction t. ii, ,...rr,* ou rlrc sixticth ttuy ttlnt' thc cxpiry of thc pcrtuu

oi six ntortths tncntioned in rhc prcccding paragraph'

Articlc l3

I. Any State rnt;', at thc tirue of sigrt
' 

Cortvention shall extend to all the

responsiblc, or to one or more of thenr' S 

^. -^..^..^"A
.ntry i*o force of the Convention for thc State-concerwu' 

,. to thc Mihistry of Forelgn

Z. lt lrny tirlre thercaltcr' such extension; shall bc notlller

Ailairs of tlre Netherlands'

12.

Articlc into

L h""

five

1
ands

l.

5.

I
I

j

i
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I
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Artitlc l5

.rhe Minisrry or Foreign Affhirs of the Nilrreilanrrs shalr give,notigg io the States refened to in

Article I0, and to th" stutt' *t'i"f' nuu"" 'it"i"a 
in "tt";;'ce 

with Article l2' of the following:

d ParagraPh of Article 6;

to in Article l0;
ion enters iirro 'force in accordance with

to in e.ticl. 12 and the datc on which

and the dati on rvhich they take effect;

paragraph of Article 14.
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't'ltE SCIItit)uLti N0.rr ,r.
MOt)tiL At,osl t LLli ct,ll(l.l rrrc^l.D

du 5 octobre l96lConvcution dc La IIu

Pa

Coun(ry:

rll'OS1'lLL0

a

'ttri s public docunrcut
ll(aclc btic

hls bccn signcd by

Lc

acting in thc clp:rcity ot'
agissant en qualite de

bcars thc scal / stamp of
cstrevetu du sccau / tinrbre de

Ccrtificd
Artesri

the
le

At
a

By
par

No

sous no

Signatu rc:
Signature:

Seal / s tamp:
SceaLr/ timbrc ;

lhis ApostilJe only cenifies thc authenlicity ofthe signature and the capacity of the person rvho

lus signed the public document, and, where appropriate, the ideutity of the seal or stnmp which
the public docurnent bears.

This Apostille docs not ccr(ify the content of(he document for which it was issued.

['l'his Apostillc is not valid for Lrse anywhere within [i'sert the nanre ofthc s(ate ofissuance,
incl. rvhcre possible and relevaut, (he territories to which the Apostille Convention has been
cxtendedl.l

['lb vcrify rhc issuance of this Apostille, see [inser( the URL of (hc e-RcgistcrJ]
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SCIIIiDUI,Ii NO. III

CoN{I'Ii'I.IiN'I' AU11 IoITI IIIJS I;OII CI;R]'IIIYIN(;

l'A KlS.l)\N I'|UIILIC l)OCUMI:Nl'S

Autholi(v Docunrcttts tllal :tu(htrr m2l C crlif
\4inistrl,ol' Forcign A{1airs and any othcr I)ublic documents shall be su cc t to the

authority approvcd by thc l.'cdclal
Govcntnrcnt

sa(isfaction of the Compelent Authority

throu gh administiativc
from time

docum ents to be used

in-structions issued

rb (irne

This Ordinance seels to rimplrfy the aufhentication protesi 6f public

abrijad- by atsolishilg' the traditional and curiibersorrre

tege#zation . process it with
-2r single formality, thus significddly

reduoing the requremexts, & visit Errbassies/Constrlate. s foq ovgiseas Pakistanis.

This Biil also seeks ro empourer FederaI Govemmeiit to rnake roles ,for e.ar.rying out
the?drpbses of ,the,ApsstrEeOrdisancs 2024.

, - ,: .:.1i,

The orciinanci: has been desiped to acrrieve the aforesaid objectives.

(SENATOR I.IO HAr\,Iil.,IAD ISHAe DAR)
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