[AS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A
Bill

to give effect 10 the Convention on abolishing the requirement of legalization for the Joreign

public documents

WHEREAS it is expedient to give effect to the Convention on abolishing the
requirement of legalization for the foreign public documents and for matters connected

therewith;
It is hereby enacted as follows:-"

1. Short title, extent, application and commencement,- (1) This Act shall be

called the Apostille Act,2024.
(2) It shall extend to the whole of Pakistan.
(3) It shall apply to foreign public documents and other public documents as spectfied

from time to time in the official Gazette by the Federal Government.

-

(4) It shail come nto force at once.
2. Definitions. (1) In this Act, unless the context or subject otherwise requires,-

(a) "certification" means certification that authenticates the origin of the

documents and not the contents;

(b} "competent authority" means the division to which business of this Act stands
allocated or any other authority declared by the Federal Government to be a

competent authority required under the Convention;

(c) "Convention" or "Apostille Convention” means the Hague Convention

Abolishing the requirement of legalization for foreign public documents, done
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at the Hague on the 5th day of October 1961, the english text of which is set

out in the First Schedule and includes any ratified protocols;

d) "Convention State" means a state to the Convention other than Pakistan,
P

but does not include.-

(1)  any state party that objected to Pakistan's accession to the Convention;

and

(ii) any state party whose accession to the Convention Paklstan objected

to ‘and’

(e) "model certlﬁcate“ or apostllle certlf' cate" means the model cemﬁcate set
out in the Annexure to the Convention.
3. Conferment of certification. -(l) Nomithstandin“g -any'tl'ling to the contrary

......

Pakistan.

(2) The Federal Government may, by notlﬁcatlon in the offimal Gazette amend the
Schedule n conforrmty wnh any amendments made and adopted in the Conventlon prov1ded

that such amendments shall be adopted and Tatified by the Govemment of Paklstan

4. Fees.- The competent authority may, by not1ﬁcahon in the ofﬁc'ial Gazette,
determine {ees in'reldtion to the issuarce of apostille certificates from tiime to titie.

5. ' Power not to recognize certain .documents in Pakistan.- The application of
those foreign documents shall be ineffective, which fall withiri‘the ambit '6f Apostille Convention

but are against-the glory of Islam and natiopal interests, sovereignty and integrity of Pakistan.

6."-*  Overridingeffect.- The provisions of this Act shall have effact notwithstanding

anything to the contrary contained in any other, law, for the time being in force.

7 -Indemnity.- No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against any

person for anything which is done or intended to be done in good faith in 'p'ljrsoance of this Act.

8. Power to make rules.- The Federal Government may, by notification in the

official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.
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THE SCHEDULE NO. I

(Sce sections 2 and 3)

Article 1

ments which have been executed in the

1. The present Convention shall apply to public docu
produced in the territory of

territory of one Contracting State and which have to be

another Contracting State.
2. For the purposes of the present Convention, the following are deemed o be public

documents:
an official connected with the courts

a) documents emanating from an authorily or
ting from a public prosecutor, &

or tribunals of the State, including those cmana
clerk of a court or a process-server ("huissier de justice");

b) administrative documents;

¢) notarial acts;

d on documents signed by persons in their
he registration of a

and official and

d) official certificates which are place
official certificates recording t

private capacity, such as
it was in existence on & certain date

document or the fact that
notarial authentications of signatures.
3. However, the present Convention shall not apply:
matic or consular agents;

a) to docuiments executed by diplo
caling directly with commercial or customs

b) to administrative documents d
operations.

Article 2

Each Contracting State shall exempt from legalisation documents 10 which the present
Convention applies and which have to be produced in its territory. For the purposes of the
wvention, legalisation means only the formality by which the diplomatic or consular
the document has to be produced certify the authenticity of the
person signing the document has acted and, where

present Cor
agents of the country in which
signature, the capacity in which the
appropriate, the i dentity of the seal or stamp which it bears.

Article 3

iay be required in order to certify the authenticity of the
he person signing the document has acted and, where
it bears, is the addition of the

|. The only formality that n

signature, the capacity in which t

appropriate, the identity of the seal or stamp which

“
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cerlificate described ; , i
scribed in Article 4, issued by the competent authority of the Srate {from

whic
1; hict the document emanates,
2. However, the i i ] i | |
e . the formality mentioned in (he preceding paragraph cannot b
; le laws, regulations, or practice in force in the State wherc the document 18§
roduce : ' ' |
plo u_ccd or an agreement between two or more Confracung States have abolished or
s fed " i i isati
mplified i1, or exempt the document itself from legalisation.

Article d
jall be placed on the

rst paragraplt of Article 3 sl
model annexed to the

I. The ceni.ﬁ_cate referred to in the i
it shall be in the form of the

document itself or on an "allonge";
present Conventien. :

2. It may, however, be drawn up in th
The standard terms appearing therei
"Apostille (Convention de La Haye du 5 October

« official language of the authority which issues it
nmay be.in 3 second language also. The title
1961)" shall be in the French tanguage.

Arfticle 5 .

1. The certificate shall be issued at-the request Of)thé‘bt_ﬁ‘rSUH who has signed the document
or of any bearer. R AT s

When properly filled in, it
which the person signing the document has
the seal or stamp which the document bears. 2
3. The signature;'seal arid stamp.oi;the certificate are exempt fro

T =
ACEER R o iy i

ure, the capacity in

will certify the authenticity of the signatu
fate, the identity of

acted and, where appropr

15

m all certification.

s )

Article 6 .
| Each Contracting State shall designate by. fpi:éfénéé o their c_)fﬁcial function, the
authorities who are competent to issue the certificate referréd to'in the first paragraph of

Article 3. W e sl guns
It shall give notice of such designation to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Netherlands at the time it deposits its insirument ‘of ratification or of, accession or its
declaration of extension. Tt sliall- ‘also give notice. of any change in the designated

[§S)

autlhorities.

Article 7
6 shall keep a register or card

| ‘Each of the authiorities designated in qccgfdéqc_c 'w'i:th Article
indéx in which it shall recard the certificates.issued, specifying:
a) the number zmd date of the célftiﬁcate,

b) the name of the persom'signing the public docnmém and the capacity in which
te has acted, or inthe case of unsigned documents, the name of the authority

which has affixed the seal or stamp.
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4 the certifical® shall

2. Al the reques ok
request of any interested person, the authority which has 1ssu¢ y
or car

verify whether the parti . - ] v
=g y whether the particulars in the certiftcate correspond with (hose 1 t
mdcex.

he register

Article §
ween lwo of more Contracting States contains

ceal or stamp 1© certain formalities, the
nore rigorous than

When a treaty, convention or agrecment bel
provisions which subject the certification of @ signature,
present Convention will only override such provisions if those formalities are !

the formality referred 10 in Adicles 3 and 4.

Article 9
nce of lcgalisations

sary steps 10 prevent the performa :
(jon provides for

Fach Contracting Guate shall take ihe neces
ses where {he present’ Conven

by its diplomatic or consular agents i ca

exemption.

Article 10
{1 be open for signature by the States rcprescnted at the Ninth Session
d, Ireland, Liechtenstein and

The present Convention sha
n Private Intcrnalional Law and Icelan

of the Hague Conference 0
Turkey.
It shall be ratified, and the instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands

Article 11

1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the sixtieth day after the deposit of the
hird instrument of catification referred to in the second paragraph of Article 10.
7 The Convention shall enter into force for cach signatory giate which ratifies subsequently
on the sixtieth day afier the deposit of its instrument of ratification.

Article 12

1. Any State not referred to in Article 10 may accede 1o the present Convention after it has
entered into foree in accordance with the first puragmph of Article 11. The instrument of
accession shall be deposited with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands.

Such accession shall have effect only as regards the relations between the acceding State
and those Contracting States which have not raised an objection 10 its accession in the six
months after the receipt of the notification referred to in sub-pamgraph d) of Article 15.
Any such ohjection chall be notified to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

[

Netherlands.
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3. 'r £ I? . . . .
e Convention shall enter into force as between the acceding Statc and the States whicl

ha“"‘? raised no objection 1o its accession on the sixtieth day afier the expity of the period
of six manths mentioned in the preceding paragraph.

vy &
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Article 13

cation or accession, declare that [hc_prtj_m_-l
the international relations of which 1115

71. Any State may, at the time of signature, ifi
ation shall take effect on the date of

Convention shall extend to all the territories for

¥ responsible, or to one or more of them. Such a'declar
entry into force of the Convention for the State concerngd.. . s b

2. At any time therea(ter, such extensions shiall- be-notified to the Ministry of Foreign
Aflairs of the Netherlands. b
3. When the declaration of extension is
Convention shall enter into force for the tetr

11. When the declaration of édterision is made
Convention shall enter into force for:the territories con

12. '

made by a State which has si gned and mtiﬁed,_the
itories concerned in gecordance with Article
by a State which has acceded, the
cemed in qccqrdancc with Article

.

Article 14
of its entry into

for five years from the date
tes which have

: I “The present Convention shall remain in force
of Article 11, even for Sta

force in accordance with-the ficst paragraph
catified it or acceded to it subsequently. - -
9 1f there has-been no denunciation, the Convention shall be renewed tacitly every five
years. Ty T
Any denunciation shall be notified to the Ministry ofiForeign
. at lenst six months before the end of the five year period. e
! 4. 1t may be limited to certain of the territories to which the Convention'applies.
5. The denunciation will only have effect as regards the State which has notified it. The

Convention shall remain in force for the other Contracting States.

vy —— ==t

Affairs of the Netherlands

L

e

Article 15 ;
the Netherlarids shall, give:'h'Qtigé'fo. the States referred to in

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
ave acceded in accordance with Article 12, of the following:

Article 10, and to the States which h

- T - RSl S

: 2) the notifications referred t0 in the second paragraph of Article 6;

- i b) the signatures and ratifications, rcfer_r_o_d" to in Article 10;

¢) the date on which the present Convention entefs into force in accordance with
the first paragraph of Article 11, |

d) the accessions and"objections referred to in Article 12 and the date on which
such accessions take effect;

2 the extensions referred to in Article 13 and the date on which they take effect;

f) the denunciations referred to in the third paragraph of Article 14 '
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: THE SCHEDULE NO.1I // oL e
MODEL APOSTILLE CER'I‘IIFICA'I'E J o
R __—_‘_‘——________ _ = —|
APOSTILLE

= (Convention de La [faye du 5 oclobre 1961)
Couull'y:

Pays:
This pulTic_ducumcut
Le présentacte public

has been signed by

A éésipné par =
' acting in the capacity of
agissant en qualité de

bears the seal / stamp of
estrevély du sceau / timbre de

Certified
| Atlesié
: Al ' the
a le
By
par
No
SOuUs no
Seal /stamp: S_ignaturc:
Sceau / timbre : Signature :
——————p et

This Apostille only certiftes the authenticity of the signature and the capacity of the person who
has signed the public document, and, where appropriate, the identity of the seal or stamp which
the public documnent bears,

This Apostille does not certify the content of the document for which it was issued.

[This Apostille is not valid for use anywhere wilhin [insert the name of the State of issuance,
i incl. where possible and relevant, the territories to which the Apostille Convention has been
’ extended].]

L [To verify the issuance of this Apostille, see {insert the URL of the ¢-Register]]



THE SCHEDULE NO. 1!
COMPETENT AUTHORITIES FOR CERTIFYING

PAKISTAN PUBLIC DOCUMENTS
_ - N Autlwut\ __D.;JCUHIL_IES“”I afl ¢ mt-lmnl],r mAy' ccrm"\' __J:
\'111115113 of I oreign Affairs and any other Public documents shall be subject to (o the i
L authority approved by the Federal satisfaction of the Competent Authority .

Government : lhromhndmlmslratlvc mstrucl:pns issued J
i from lime to time T

STATEMENT-OF.GBICTS. ADD REASONS

This Ordinance seeks to simplify the authentication pr@\..ess of public

documents to be used abroad” by abolishing- the traditional apd zumbersome

------

reducmo the requlretrentﬁ-a’tg visit EmbaSSlGS/CODSL[[afeS for GVerseas ‘Pakistanis.
Thls Bill also seeks to cmpowcr FeEfera]’ Govemnmerit to make rules for carrying out
““the parpmes of the: Ap@stﬁie()ﬁdmance 2024,

] The Ordinance has been designed to achieve the aforesaid obj ectives.
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(SENATOR MOHAMMAD ISHAQ PAR)



