[ A% INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL

to repeal the West Pakistan Maintenance of Public Order Ordinance, 1960 in its
application to Islamabad Capital Territory

WHEREAS it is expedient to repeal the West Pakistan Maintenance of Public Order
Ordinance, 1960 (W.P. Ordinance No XXXI of 1960) in its application to the Islamabad Capital

Territory, for the purposes hereinafter appearing;
It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement-~ (1) This Act may be called the West Pakistan
Maintenance of Public Order (Repeal) Bill, 2024.

2 It shall come into force at once.
2 Repeal of W.P. Ordinance No XXXI of 1960.- The West Pakistan Maintenance of

Public Order Ordinance, 1960 (W.P. Ordinance No. XXXI of 1960), is hereby repealed.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AN} REASONS

The West Pakistan Maintenance of Public Order Ordinance, 1960 (W.P. Ordinance No.
XXI of 1960) was promulgated during a period of martial law in Pakistan. This law was
primarily enacted to provide the government with sweeping powers 10 detain individuals without
trial, restrict movement, and impose other limitations on civil liberties. The primary objective
was to curb political dissent and control political activities deemed unfavorable by the then-
authoritarian regime.

In the contemporary context, Pakistan has evolved into a democratic state where the rule
of Jaw, fundamental rights, and civil liberties are constitutionally guaranteed and protected. The
continued existence of the West Pakistan Maintenance of Public Order Ordinance, 1960, is
incongruous with the democratic principles and values that form the foundation of our nation
today.

This ordinance has, at times, been misused to victimize political opponents and stifle
political discourse, contrary to the spirit of democracy. In a democratic society, it is imperative
that laws reflect the principles of justice, fairness, and respect for human rights. The ordinance,
given its origins and nature, is incompatible with these values and is therefore redundant in legal
and political framework.

The proposed Bill aims to repeal the West Pakistan Maintenance of Public Order
Ordinance, 1960. The repeal of this ordinance is a step towards strengthening democratic norms,
safeguarding civil liberties, and ensuring that the legal framework of Pakistan is aligned with the
principles of democracy and human rights.

In light of the above, it is proposed that the West Pakistan Maintenance of Public Order

Ordinance, 1960, be repealed.

2 The Bill secks to achieve the above-said objectives.

Sd/-

SAHIBZADA SIBGHATULLAH
Member, National Assembly
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