
pape I of3

[AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASST]MBLY]

BILL

further to amend the Child Maniase Restraint Act, 1929 (XIX ol 1929)

Wlereas Article 25(l) of the Constihrtion ensues that the State may make special
prcvisions for the proteclion of women and chil&en;

wlereas it is expedicnt lo amend the Child Ma.riage ReslraintAct I929 (XIX of1929)
for the purpose of curbing the evil ofchild marriage and save girls from explotution, sexual

abrse and matten ancillary lherctoi

It is hereby enacted as follows -

1. Short title rnd commencemenL- (l) This Act may be called as the Child Marriage
Restraint (Amendment) A,ll, 2024

(2) h shall exlend ro the lslamabao Capltal lemtory.

(l) lt shall come into force at once

2. Amendment of section 2 of the Act XIX of 1929.- In the Child Maniage Reslrarol Acl,
1929 (XD( of 1929) hereinafter referred lo as the said Act,-

(i) in sectior 2, nor paragraph (a) the following shall be substituted;

"(a) "child ' mcans a person \(,ho has not attaitred the age of eighteen yean;"

(ri) in section 2, after paragaph (c) the follonrjng new paragraph (cc) shall be insertedi

"Gc) "coun" ucrns the FamilyCourt esrablished under sectron 3 of the Famrly Court Acl,
1964 (xXXv of l96a)"

(iii) in section 2, paragraph (c) shall be omitted

_ 3. Inserdon of new section iE theActXIX of1929. - Afier section 3, anew section 3A shall
be inse cd, namely; -

"3A. Nikah R€istrsr to reghtcr marrlege on productiotr of CNIC etc. - The Nika}
Regisfiar shall examift the Computerized NatioDal ldentity Card, Pass?orl or any oiher
document to prove the age of both the parties to lle marriaSe to ensrEe that none l5
belov/ eighteen years of ag€. Attested copies of such documenls shall be attached with
the Nikah Narna."

4. Amendment ofsectiotr 4 ofthe Act XIX of 1929,- In the said Act, in s€ction 4,
(i) In the heading the figure 'twenty ore" shall be substitlrt€d with fie figure

"eighteen"; aDd
(ii) the phrase "simple iEpriso llent which may extend to oDe motrth, or wilh 6ne

whrch may extend to one thousud rupees, or \ ith bolh" shall be substituted wit}l
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the phrase 'tigorous imPrisonrnont which may extend to tbree yearstut shall not be

less tn* t'ao 1e*s and a fine which may extend to two hutrdred thousand ruPees

but shall not be less than one hunthed thousand rupees".

5. AmendmcDt of recfioi 5 of the Act XfX of 1929.- In the said Act, ir secron 5, the

ohrase "siroolc imorisounmt which 6ay extetrd to oDe tdoDth. or wilh fine which may

liL.na o *e tt ooi-a .peeE, or with both" 6hall be subslitulcd wilh lbe phl[se'tigorous

,mod"*-"nr *to"t rnuv exEnd to due€ lcars but shstt nol be less than two years and a

f,ni rnu, .*,"nd to t*o i*dred rhoussnd rupees but shall not be lecs than one hmdred

thousand rupees"-

6. AEendment of sectoo 6 ofthe Act XIX of 1929 -(i) h the said Act, in section 6, in subs€ctron (l)' the ptuase'tirlple imprisoDmenl

which exteBd to one modh, or with fire whrch may ext€nd to otre thousand rup€es'

or with both" shall be substioted wiih "rigorous imprisonment which may exte[d

to three ycals but shall be loss than two yeals end a fine may extend to two

hundred ihousand nrpees but shell not be less ihan one hundred thousand rup€es";

ard

(ir) The proviso shall be omifted

7. Substitutlon ot scction t of the Act XIX of 1929.- h the said Act, for section 8, the

lollo\L'hg shall be substituted, namely,-

"8. Junsdiction under this Act.-_ (1) A Family Court shatl be deemed to be as the

Judicial Magistrate ofthe 6rsl class urder the Code of Cnminal Procedure, IE98 (V ot

1898) for takilrg cognizance and trial ofanv olTence und€r this Act'

casc \,rithin three months failing which

notrce ofthe Dislricl antl SessLons ludge concemed for apPropriate direclions "

8, Substitutlon of sectior 9 of tb€ Act XD( of 1929.- In the said A€! for section 9, the

following shall be subsritutEd, namely;
"9. frode o{ teklng cogniz!trce.- The Cou( or the police, as the case may be' may

take oognizance of any offence urder this Act:

(a) upon rcceivhg a comPlaint of e;

O) upotr a repon iD writing ofsuc I

ic) upon infonoation rc fficer; or

(d) upon his owa know- 
ihat such offence has been confn or about to be committed which he IEay ty

Pr ovitled that the police, uPon laking cogni2ance olthe offencerlnder lhis Acr'

shall rctord information in a msrner provlded under Section 154 of the Code and

submit a repo4 immethately but mt later than twenty four hours, to the fsmily court'

Provided furth€r that such coglizarce shall in no caie be takeE after tho expiry

ofone year ftom the drte on which the offence is slleged to have been cornEitted"'
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section 12, aller full stop, the followitrg proviso shallbe inserted ramely;'
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(i) "Providei that the cowt may dispense with notice for reasom to be rccorded in c0se

of urgency or if deemed necessary "

(ir) ln subsection 5, for the phrase "imprlsonmenl of either descnption for a term which
may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend !o one thousand rup€es,

or with both' shall be substituted by the phase "rigorous imprisoffnetrt which may
extend to three years but shall not be less than two years and a fine which may

extend to two hundred thousatrd rupees but shall no! be less than one hlm&ed
thousand rupees";snd

(iii) Theproviso shall be omrned.

STATEMENTS OF OBJf,CTS AND REASONS

l The Constitution ordains that "The State shall protect the maniage, the family, the

mother and the child" aEd that "There shall be no discnmination oD lhe basis of sex".
Fuaher, that the State may ma](e "special protlsions for the Protectlon of women and

chi ldren". FMhe.rnor€, having rati fied rhe UN human righls conventl ons, including the

Convention on the Rights ofChild, Pakistan is committed to edorce its provisions.

2. The Islamic injunctrons aho provide for safeguarding th€ rights and interests ofwomen
ar chjtdrctr, 'protecting the institution of mafiiage aDd makrng free consent, a

condition-prt(edmr for dle validir) olmarriage

3. In iine wilh the Constitution, lhe superior courts have cols is tentiy held ihe view that it
is the prime duly of the State to prot€cl the childrcn ftom abuse ard exploitation, and

funller directed the Govemment to clllb the evil Practice of child marriages in voere ll1

sooety The Fedeml Shariat Court held thal enactmeot like setting minimum age for
maniage is nol against Quran and Sunnah; ra6€r it is itr consoDance with injunctions

oflslarn

4. Notwithshding &e legal and Judicial protection, child mariage is one of th€ most
pressing developmert challenges io Pakistan today, wittr approxin alely l0 p€rcent of
girls in the country marrie-d offas child brides The ralio is higher i.e.,37% in rural

aIeas as compared lo 2 I 0 0 lD rhe urban beli

5. The Bill aims to enforce the constitutional nghts and to provide protection lo chil&en
ftom sex\ral abuse and exploitation oE the pret€xt ofnurflage.

sdl-
MS. SEHAR (AMRAN

Member, National Assem bly
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