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to give power to make the vaccination for universal immunization of children
compulsory and to protect the health workers designated for immunizatron

programs
WHEREAS it is expedient to give poweT to make the . vaccination For

r-rniversal immunization of children compulsory and to provide for the security oF

persons employed as health worl<ers for pErforming vrccinaticns;

It is hereby enacted as follows:
1" Short title, extent and commencement. - (1)
Islamabad Compulsory Vaccination and Protection of Healt
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(2) It extends to Islamabad Capltal Territory.

( 3) It shall come into torce at onae.

2. Definitions.- In this Act, urrless there is anything repLrgnanI in the subject or
conlext;

(a) "chlld" means an individual of an age prescribed by Expanded Program
on Immunization (EPI) department, Governmenl of PakiStan;

(b) "designated Medical Officer" means the Medical Officer. designafed by. 
the Federal Governrnent;

(c) "designatecj vaccine BrevenEable disease" meahs any one of the
inf6ctious diseases included in Expanded Programme of
Immunization's Schedule for which vaccination shall be mandatory,
including but not limited to vaccine preventable diseases and any other
vaccine prescribed by the Federal Government;
"Expanded Program on Immunization" means a program to provide
safe, effective and cosr,etfective vaccination against vaccine
prevehtable dised ses;
"Federal Government" means Miniiiry concerned for Health services;
"health facility" means a hospital, rural health center; basic health
unit, family welfare centers, mother and child healthqare centers,
reproductive health centers er a clinic or any other place designated
by Federal Government where vaccination services are available or
administered to children of prescribed age;

(d)

isA may be called the
Workers Act, 2020

(e)
(0
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(s) "Health Worker" means a. person authorized by the . Federal

Government to administer vaccine of ,a desighated vaccine preventable

diseases to child and includes a doctor, vaccinator, trained volunteer
for immunization or vaccination program, a merhber of an outreach
tearn or other person whose duty is to assist or help the heaith
worker;

(h) "outreach team" means a team of health workers which moves around
to diFFerent places and administer vaccines to children of prescribed

age I rou p;

(i) "parent" means a Father or Mother or aS otherwise an ihdividual who,
in law, has custody, guardiarisHip or access rights in regards to a child

and who may have corollary .ations to financia lly support a rninor,

typicatly by way of cl'rild su oru

(i ) "prescribed" means prescribed by the rules or regulations rflade under
the Act;

"Union Corincil" means the local government which is required by law to
maintain child birth record of the local area;

('i)'

(l) "unprotected child" means a child who has not been vaccinated or who
has not, within a period of five years, been successfully re.vaccinated
and who has not been certified under this Act to be insusceptible to
vaccination;

(m) "vaccination" means administration of quality antigenie material to
stimulate an individual's immune system to develop adaptive immtAnity
to a designated vaccine preventable disease;

(n) "vaccinalion circle" means a local area.or one of the parts into which a

local area has been divided under this Act for the performance of
.vaccihation; and

(o) "Vaccinator" means any person appointed under this Act to perfofm
the operation of vaccination or any private person authorized by tlre
Government to perform the same operation.
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3, Compulsory vaccination.- (1) Subject to sub-section (2), the parent,. as the
case may be, of every unproLectdd child shall complete its primary vac-cination

before the child attains the age of fifteen. months and thereafter shall cause [he
child to complete the prescribed program of vaccination in reta'tion to each of
Cesignated vaccine preventable diseases.

(2) The provisions of sub-section (1) shall not apply to.the paient wno, in
relation to a vaccine of a designated vaccine preventable disease, has obtained a

statement of medical exemption in the Form - I specified in the Schedule from a

designated Medical Officer and, where the designated Medical Officer has specified
an effectlve Eime period for exemption, only during the effecttve time period of
exemption and to the exlent of the designated vaccine preventable diseases.

(B) Subject to this section, a health worker or an outreach team shall
adrninister vaccine against designated vaccine prevenEable disease to a child living
within the area allocated to the lrealth worker or outreach team.

(4) The designated Medical Officer or in-charge of an outreach team shall
iesue a certlficate of vaccination of a designated vaccine preventable diseaie to the
parent of the child to whom vaccine has been administered in t.he Fornr as

prescribed by the Federal Government:

Provided thaI whenever the residence of an unprotected child is changed the

lrarent of such .child shall, within one month of such change of residence,
cornmunicate the same lA the Medical OFficer of Healrh, or any other person

authorized by him in this behalf, of the place from which the i-esidence was changed

and shall furnish full particulars of the new residence of the child.

4. Health facilities. -(1) The Federal Government shall estatllash, maintain or

declare health facilities adequately equipped to rylaintain vaccine preservalion (cold

chain) and adrninister vaccinafion tD all children of prescribecl age group and shall

form outreach teams for adrninistering.vaccination ro all chrldren of prescribed age

group so identiFied by the local area admlllisLraiiorr.

(2) The in-charge of a health facility shall display at prominenr place

information about vaccinalion, and special vaccination campaigns and programs.

(3) No fee is to be charged by public heatth workers and outreach team at

a hcialth facility designated by the Federal Govbrnment.



4

5. Issuance of Birth certificate and For*r B.- A Uhion Council and. the
National Database Registratiorr Authority may not issue ' a /t irth certificate if
information of vaccination of the cl-rild is not available with it. /

\
6. Certain persons to ensure vaccination,- After aidmissioi, an iricharge of a

primary or elementary school or lvladrassah may ensure that the parent has
provided a certified copy of the prescribed Vaccination Certificate that stateS that
tlre clrild lras been administered requisiEe vaccine of a designated vaccine
preventa ble disease.

7. Vaccination during tra\rel.- The Fedeial Government may, by general ,or

special order, direct the outreach teams to administer vaccination of a designated
vaccine oreventable disease lo clrildren of prescribed age group at the airports,
Railway stations, bus terminals or at entry and exit points of the I.Slamabad Capital

Territory,

8. Vaccination report.- (1) Every health facility shall, on monthly basis,
maintain a record ol' vaccination in the area allocated to the health falitity in the
prescribed manner by d.esignated Medical Ofl=icers and Health Workers of the health
facility. -

(2) it shall be the duty of everv Medical Officer in-charge of a lrealth facility
to keep the vaccination record open at all times to inspection by a member of llre
designated authority or local area administration.

9. .publie servant.- ( 1) Every designated Medical Officer, Health W0rker or any
oLher person authorized under the Act or Rules shall be deemed to'be a public
servant withrn the mearring of section 21 of the Pal(istan Penal Code, 1860 (Aet XLV

or I860 ).

(2) Every designated Medical Officer or Health Worker shall, in additi3n'to
other duties imposed on him under the provisions of this Act Or the Rules
prescribed therein, ascertain thal all unprotected children in the area have obtained
primdry vaccination or re-vaccination as the case may be, and if it comes to
knowledge of designated Medical Officer or Health Worker through their own
irlspeclion or secondary inFormation or complaint that such parent has willfullyior
otherwise obstructed to have a child vaccinated with the requisite vaccinations as
hereto-tore mandatory requlred under this Act, he shall serve the par'ent with a

notice requiring the child to be vaccinated at a time and place specified in sr-rch
notice.
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lO" Appeal.- Any person aggrieved from an order passed by a designated Medicat
Officer, Health Worker, Union Council may, wifhin thirty days, prefer an appeal to the
concerned reportin0 offi cer.

11. protection of Health Workers.- (1) Every person shall Facilitate a Health
\Norker while performing functions under this Act.

(2) The Fed.eral Government shall make arrangements wherever necessary
lor the protection and security of Health Worl(ers in performance of theii- functions
under the Act.

12. Offences and penalties.- (1) A person who:.

(a) violates the provisions of sub-sectron (1) of section 3;

." (b) does not comply with the provisions of slrb-section (4) of section 3;

(c) fails without just cause, to comply with an order under sub-section (2)
of section 9;

(d)

(e)

(f)

vlolates any of the Rules made under this Act;

fails to comply with the Rrovisions of sectlon 6; or

fails without just cause to comply with an order under sections 3 and 6
after having been convicted before For the same or hav;ng neglected to
obey a similar order for the.same child shall be liable to be pLrnished as

follows:-

(i)

( il)

( iii)

(iv)

in case of an offence under clauses (a) with simple firle Ehat may

extend up to one thousand Rupees or imprisonment of one month

or both;

in the case of offences uttder clauses (b), (c) and (d) with a frne

thai may extend up to ten thousand RuPees;

ir1 case of offence under clause (e) with fine of one thousand

RL,pees and in case of second or subseqLrent offence of the Sarnq

nature, shall be liable to punishment cl' fine !^,hich shall nor be

less than one thousand Rupees or more than twenty five

thousand Rupees; and

in the case of an offence under clause (D wirh a term of sinrple

imprisonment which may extend up to orle month or a fine not

less than twenty five thousand Rupees.
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(2) If a person propagates through a written or spokeR word agtrinst

vdcclnation, intimidates or otJstructs a deslgnated Medical OFficer or Health Worker iri

ilre performance of the functrons under this Act shall be liable to punishment. of
imprisonment wl'rich may extend to six months or fine which shall not be less tl-ian

twenty five thousand Rupees or more than one hundred thousand Rupees or both.

L3, Cognizance of offences'- Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of

Criminal Procedure, 1B9B (Act V ol' 1B9B):

(a) An oI-lence under section 12 shall be cognizable on the complaint of the

Executive Districl offlcer (Health) or any. other officer designated by

Executive District Officer (Health) and shall be bailable; and

(b) A court shall not take cogiizan-ei of an offence under sub-Section (2) of

section I2 except on a complaint in writing by the Executive District
gffissr ( Health ) or any officer designated by Executive DistricL Officer
( Health).

1,4- Summary triat.- A Magistrate of first class shall summarily try ah offence

under this Act in accorcjance with the provisions oF Chapter XXII of. the Code of
Criminal:?rocedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898) relating to the summary trials and may
pass any sentence-under section 12.

15. Cornpounding of offence.- (1) Subject to sub-section (2), the Federal
Government or an officer specifically authorized in this behalf by the Federal
Government may, at any stage, conrpound an offence undei.this Act subject to the
deposit oF administrative penalty which shall not be less than one thousand Rupees.

(2) The oFfence under this Act shall not be compoundable if the accused
had been previously convicted under this Act or his previous offence had been
compounded by the Federal Government or the officer authorized by the F&eral
Government.

16. In addition to other laws.- The prdvision of this Act shall be in addition to
and not in derogation of any other law dealing with similar subject.

L7, Power to make Rules.-The Federal Government may, by notification ln the
official Gazette, make Rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

18, - Repeal.- The West Pakistan Vacciriation Ordinance. 1958 (XXVI1 of 1958),
to the extent of its applicaiion to Islamabad Capital Territory, is. hereby repealed.
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SCHEDULE

FORM I
Statement of Metlicat Exemption

[See sub-Section ( 2) of section 3 ]

H EALTH DEPARTM ENT, ISL.AMABAD CAPITAL TER RITO RY ADMI N I STRATI O N

t , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ----.--Designated Medical Officer do hereby
certify that ln my opinion .(Name of the ch ild ),

, resident of----------
-----------is in a state untit for administiafion of

vacqne of the (deslgnafed vaccine preventiable
disease) and that sLrch unfitness shall continr.le during the following period:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

During the current vaccination session
From to
For life
Other reasons

(Signature)
DesignaEed Medical Officer

Name

Designation---
Address-------
Dated---------
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The Constituiion of the Islamic Republlc of Pakistan, 1973, guaranteeS bhe

right Lo the lil'e for every crtizen of tlre country. Right to life has beeri recognized:as
a fundamental right and the state is duty-bound to provide. safeguards and ,an
enabling environment that allows an individual to lead a secure and healthful lile.
Protectlon from diseases that cause death and disability is therefore an obligation of
the SlaLe.

According to Article 35 of the Constitution, it is the responsibility ot the state
lo proEect the marriage, the family, the mother and the child. Immunization has
been recognizecl the world oveT as rhe most efficient and cost-effective strategy to
control and prevenl disease.

ln Pakistan, one out of the ten children die before they reach their fifth
birthday. A large percentage of tlrese children die of diseases that can be prevented
ti')rough vaccina[ion.

Vaccination coverage in the country remains abysmally low despite a

Government run vacciriition program that was established in 1978 to provide free
oF cost vaccination serviCes against fatal and disabiliEy causing infectious diseases.
The country is not on U-acl( lo relch eitlter MDG4 or its national immunizalion
targets. Currently only 54olo of children receive a full course of the vaccines
included in Pakistan's EPI schedule while in many regions, c_overage is even lower.
Only sixteen percent of c!-rildren in Balochistan Province receive any EPI vaccination
wlth some clistricts reportinq zero percent coverage of the third vaccinatiOri as irer
schedule. Pakistan also remains one oF three countries with endemic poiio,
reporting highest number of cases worldwide. 

i'' 
a,?

Eaclr year Billions ol Rupees in investment is made into the program bes'ides
Millions of Doliars in aid trom international donors. pakistan has an annual birth
cohort oF 5.7 million children, and it has been the largest recipient of international
support to-date wiLh over US $842 million committed tiil 201-9. A large percentage
of children are not being covered by the vaccination program, with the result that
lhere is colossal Ioss of the huge financial inVestrrient into the program.



A chlfd is t*e moii vutnerable segment of Ehe iGciety wh6i req.*;reg p.otecrion
and care by the famiry and the state. It is *re right of everr- crr;id to be prcitected
agarnst fatai dis.eeses. It is ararming bhat around forLy-six percent or.cnitaien in *,e
country remain deprived oi their right to Immunization in [he country.

Access ro tmmufll?ation ts the rlght ot every child and dury of the State to
ensure the services reach. every chltd. Any hi.ndrance caused to provliion of
imlnunization services causes grievous harm to a child and exposes hirn or her to
.highly infecttous dlseases that caus€ death or disabilfty.

Pakiscayr haF he€n fEcilnB a:peeullar sih;atioh whera organizgd rnd Ergeted
iEtacks agatnst vaccinarion reaml arq.rAmpaflt. Killings aDd kidnapptngs of dQctors,
r)a.erftedlcs, vaccinato!-s and volunteers associated wlth polio Eradication prograrn
were taking place sporadicatly berween 20OZ to 20f4. Xoweve., ,i",""a",n.,rr,
Health w€{kers admlni$ti;rihg lacqinei reaehed, a er*scer*co- :*rv tolilo.,i".a.
when.tarEeted attacks beEafi i6 d.iffier+flt d$B* oF fh€ country!

In the period.between July 2012 End February 2015, eighty polio workers
and those protectlngi them have been killed whereas fi.fty-four received serious
injuries' Such Lrrazen attacks agalns't Health workers finds no precedent .anywhere
in. the world.

consurrently, negative propagafida against vacclnation led to a regime of
{ear both arnong lhe recipienEs of the seruice and the Health worker. *,tn ,nu
Iesult that polio vaccination remained suspended in parts of the cauntry for.
*xtend€d period causjng perrl3.&nefit trrBy€rs+ble di.sabiliry Lo hundreds of ehlldr.en.

According to experts, denial of vaccination or. inability to vaccinate a child nor
only exposes the child te a seriorrs rlsk of eontracting infectious diseases buE aiso
puts the other children in the cornmunity at riik. An unvaccinated chiid ls therefore

rr, to e tickinO borfib- ,

i
Th$ 'interiE oJ this bilt is ta estabiish tfirinunizatjoE aa a florrn in the Eociety

through making the caregivers, health providers and heads of learning iRstitutlons
of chiidren, responsible to eflsure. that a child ls fully proEected against all diseases
belng covereC under Lfle country'sr immunization program and othef rnterventions
laurlched by the Govemment in view of the incidence or prevalence af a particular
rjisease.

{,lir


