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BILL

fdhet to ane d the Pakistan Penol Code, 1660 and rhE Code o/Oinltal Ptu.zd@,1898

IITIEREAS il is further to arneDd thc Pakistan P€nal Code, 1860 (Act XLV of 1860) and

the Code ofCriminal Procedure, I898 (Act V of 1898);

[TO BE INTRODUCED IN TIIE NATIONAL ASSEMBLYI

It is hcreby enacred as follo!vs:-

"528. "Enforced disappear.Dce.- Thc term enforced d;sapp€annce relatcs ro

the afiesi dctention. aMuction or any other form of deprivation of liberg by an

agent ofthe State or by person or gloup ofpersons acting with tle authorization,

rupport or acquiescence ofth€ State, follow€d by a.efusal to a.knowledge rhe

deprjvalion of libedy or by concealmenl of th€ fare or whereabouts of the

disappeared person, which place such.person oubide lhe protection ofthe law.

ExplsDrtior. Th.r. are three constitutive elements rquir€d to be

present in order for an act to be clessified as 0n'lnforced or involuntary

disapplannces and include:

a) !n unla\*fiil or illegal dcp;vation of libcny or a dcprivation of
Iiberty that was legalbut no longer is;

br an 3d allegeoly crrried oLt by aSents ofthe Slale or by person or

group of pcrsons acling with the suppon, authorization or

acquiescenc! of the Stite;and

l Short title ard commenccment -(l) This Act shallbe called thc Crininal Laws

(Am.ndment) Act, 2021.

@ It shdl come into force at once.

2. Inserlior ol Dew sec.tion 52B, Act XLV of 1E60. - In lhe Pakistsn Penal Code,

1860 (Act XLv of 1860) hereinatur refered to as the Penal Code, aft€r scotion

52A, the following nc\l scction 52B shall be inserted, ramelyi



c) retusal to acknowledg.lhe d€privalion ofliberty or concealnent of

$e fate or whereabouts ofihe disappearei person."i and

3. hs€rtio! of Dew scctions 512 rnd 513 (Act XLv of lE60). - In lhe said P€nal

Code. a0er section 5l l, the following new section shall be added, namely:-

''512, Forcible o. irvolunlary dis{ppeanDces. - Whoever

c4ftmits, orders, solicits ff induces the commission of arempts to

commit, js an amompli.r to or panicipation in th€ forcible or

involuntary disappearsnces of a person or groop ofpersons is said

10 ctus€for.ible or involuntary disrppearances ofthal person.

513. Punishmert for forcible or itrvolunbry dissppearrnces. -
whoever causcs forcible or involunrrry disappcar.nce of any

person from Pakistan or within Pakistan shall be punished with

imprisonment of eilher description for a tcrms which ma) extend

to ten years and sh:ll also be liableto a fine."

4. Amendmeot of Schedule II, Act V of 169E. - ln the Codc of Criminal

Procedure. 1898 (Acl V of I 898), in Schedule II, after section 5 I f . in column I

and the con'esponding entries relating therclo iI) columns 2 to 8, ihe following

shallbe addcd nsmely:-

5)2 NotMav Not
bailabl.



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS
"The Criminal Laws (Amendment) Ac1, 2021"

It is the rule of law, specifically adherence to Rule of Law that is the hallmark
of any democratic society. The practic€ of enforced disappearances is a particularly

heinous crime not only because it removes human rights from the protection of the
law but also due to the inherent cruelty inflicted upon famrlies as a consequence of
denialof nformation concerning the disappeared person. Enforced disappearance is

specific€lly against the Constitutjon and inlemational commitments made by
Pakistan through ratification ofthe ICCPR.

Addilionally, the United Nations General Ass€mbly, in its resolutions 477l'133
of 18th December, 1992 has emphasized that enforced disappearances undermine
the 'deepest values of any society committed to aespeci for the rule of law, humar
rights and tundamental freedoms.'

The objects of this bill is to criminalize the hernous crime of enforced
disappearance with impuniry thal surrounds lhe practice of enforced disappearances
and bring the perpetralo.s of these crimes to justice so as to provide closure to the
families who are rn immense pain owing to the fact that the fate and whereabouts of
lhe r oved ones are still unknown

GOVERNI''ENT OF PAKISTAN
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR

2. ln order to carry out the mandate of the law, the draft bill has been prepared

lo achieve lhe above said objects.

(Sheitu Raihiaahmed)
I\rinisler for I nterior
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