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THT: GAZETI'E OF PAKISTAN, EXTRA., MAY 24,

Acr No. XV

2OI8

[PARTI

oF 201 8

AN
AC'T

further lo amend

the Anti-Terrorism

Acl, 1997

it is expedient to further amend the Anti-Terrorism Act,
(XXVII of 1997), in th: manner, hereinafter appearing;
WHEREAs

1997

It is hereby enrrcted as follows:-

l. Short title and commencement.-{ l) This Act rnay be called the
Anti-Terrorism (Amen,Imeut) Act, 2018.
(2)

It shall ccme into forcd at once

2. Insertion of new section in Act, XXVII of 1997.-ln the AntiTerrorism Act, 1997 (XXVII of 1997), after section 2lA. the following new
section shall be inserterl, namely:-

*2tAA. Protection

of Judges, prosecutorc, witnesses and persons
concerned with Court proceedings.{ I) For.the purposes of
protectin[, the Judges, prosecutors, witnesses and persons
concernerl with Court proceedings, the Court ma1' make such
necessary orders or take srrch measures, as it deerhs fit, which may
include the

(a)

following:-

proceedings may be held in camera, or under restricted entry,

to prevent persons front crowding or
storrning the Court to intimidate the Judge and/,.1r prosecutor
or tc create a threatening atmosphere which may impede the
whele necessary,

tria l:

(b)

witn:ss anonyrnity Order may be passed by a Couft that
requ tes such specified measures to be taken in relation to a
witn,:ss in proceedings, as the Court considers appropriate to
ensu'e that the identity of the witness is not disclosed in or in
connection with the proceedings. The kinds of nreasures that
may be required to be taken in relation to a witness may
include measures for securing one or more of the following:-
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(i)

that the witness's name and other identiflzing details
shall be withheld or removed from materials disclosed
to any pafiy to the proceedings;

ii)

the witness shall use a pseudonym;

iii)

that the u/itness shall not be asked questions of any
specified description that might lead ro the identification
of the witness;

(iv)

that the witness shall be screened so as to prevent his
identification; and

(u)

tlrat the witness's voice is subjected to modulation to
anv specified extent;

(c) live link which refers to a live television link or other

arrangements whereby a witness, whilst absent from the
courtroom but present at.a prescribed location is able to
testify and be heard and seen by a Judge. Where a direction
for a live link has been given, Cross-examination must be
conducted by live link. The Court in furtherance of the
interest of justice may order the image and voice of the
witness to be morphed so as to protecr the identiry of the
same; and

(d)

identification Parade shall be carried out by way of witness
screening which is the use of screens, curtains or two-way
mirrors to shield witnesses and their identity from the
Accused and from the public and the media as a means to

reduce any potential intimidation and face

to

face

conlrontation.

(2) The Court may make such an order only
following conditions are met, namely:(a1

that the

the proposed order is necessary,-

(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(b)

if it is satisfied

in order to protect the safety of the witness or another person
or to prevent any serious damage to property; or
in order to prevent real harm to the public interest; or
in order ensure expeditious trial; and

having regard to all the circumstances, the effect of the proposed
order should be consistent with the defendant receiving a fair
trial.,'.

