
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE S ANDING CO ON REI,IGIOIIS AF'F AND INTER.
F OF I I
CONVERSION B 2020" (MOVED BY MR NAVEED JEEVA. MNA)

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Religious Alfairs and Inter-Faith Harmony

have the honour to present report of the Committee on the Bill titled "The Prohibition of Forced

Religious Conversi;n Bill, 2020" (Member's Bill), refened to the Standi4 Commiuee on 23d

April, 2019.

2. The Committee comprises the following:

01. Mr. Asad Mahmood Chairman
02. Mr. Saleem Rehman Member

03. Sahibzacla Sibghatutlah Member

04. Mr. Muhammad Bashir Khan Member
05. Prince Muhammad Nawaz Allai Member

06. Mr. Mujahid Ali Member
O7. Mr. Muhammad Iqbal Klan Member
08. Raja Riaz Ahmad Member
09. Ch. Javed Iqbal Wanaich Member
10. Mr. Jamshed Thomas Member
I 1. Ms. Saira Bano Member

12. Ms. Shunila Ruth Member

13. Choudhary Faqir Ahmed Member

14. Begum Tahira Bokhari Member
I 5 . Syed Imran Ahmad Shah Member
16. Mr. Kesoo Mal Kheeal Das Member
17 . Mahar lrshad Ahmad Khan Member

18. Pir Syed Fazal Ali Shah Jillani Member

19. Ms. Shaguffa Jumani Member

ZO. Ms. Shahida Akhtar Ali Member

21. Mr. Noor-ul-Haq Qadri Ex-officio Member
Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-Failh Harmony

3. The Committee considered the Bill, as introduced in the National Assembly, placed at

AnnexJA', in irs meetings held on 6s September 2019,27s Seplember 2019 and 28u February

2020. The Committee recommends that the Bill placed at AffIex-'A', nay not be passed by the

National Assembly.

-sd/-
6AHIRHUSSAIN)

Secretary

Istamabad, the 28fi July,2020

-s(y-
(ASAD MAHMOOD)

Chairman
Standing Committee on Religious
Affairs and Inter-Faith HarmonY



Annex-'A'

[AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

,r A,
BILL

' to provide for prohibition of religious conversion by use of force, allureme,nt or fraudul.:nt
means and for matters connected therewith;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

l. Short title, extent and commencement.- (l) This Act may be called thi prohibition of
Forced Religious Conversion Act. 2019

(2) It extends to the whole of Pakistan.

(3) lt shall come into force at once.

i. D"finitiorr".- In this Act. unless the contexr other.wise require,-.

(a) "allurement" means offer temptation in the form ol'-

(i) any gift or gratification, either in cash or kind:

(ii) grant ofany material benefit. either monetary or othcnaise;

(b) (conversion" 
means renouncing one.religion and adopting another rjligion;

(c) "force" includes a show of force or a threat of injury ofany kind including a tlueat
of divine displeasure or social excommunicationi

(d) "freudulent means" include misrepresentation or any other liaudulent conrivance;

(e) "minor" means a person who has not completed eighteen years ofage; and

(f) "prescribed' means prescribed bv rules made under this Act.

3, Forced Religious Conversion.- ( I ) No person shall convert or attempt to c(,nvert. or abet

the conversion of. either direclly or otherwise, any person Aom one religion to another by use of

force. allurement or any fraudulent means.

(2) Whoeyer coatmvenes the provisiorr of sub-section (l) shall be punished u,ith
imprisonment for a term, which may extend to three years and shall also be liable to a fine, which
may extend to mpees fifty thousand.

(3) Nolwithslanding anything in sub-section (2), whoever contravenes the provisions of
sub-section (l ), in respect ofa minor, a woman or a person shall be punished with imprisonment for
a tern which may extend to five years and shall ario be liabre to fine which may *xtend to rup(:es
one hundred thousand.



4. Report of Cotrversion.-(l ) Whoever performs conversion by performing an! ceremony

as a religious cleric or takes part. directly or indirectly. in such ceremony, shall give information

rcgartliflg such conversion to the District Magistate concerned in such form and with such period

' . before perlbrming of the carbmony, as may be prescribed. :

., (2) Whoever fdils to comply with the provisions of sutrsection (l) shall be Punishe.d
r, 

With imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year or with fine which lTury extend to

rupees tweoty-five thousand or with both.

5. Prosecution,- No prosecution for an offence under this Act shall be inslituted except by oI

with the previous permission of the District Magistrate or such other authority as may be authorized

by him in that behalf.

6. Cognizable ofience- (l) An offence under this Act shall be cognizable.

(2\ An otfence under this Act shall be investigated by an oflicer not below the rank of
, an ASP.

, 7. Savings - fhe provisions ol this Act shall be in addition to and not in derogation of any

. other law lbr the time being in lbrce.

8.Rules.(l)'l'heFederalCovemmenlmay.bynotificationintheOffrcialGazette,make

.rules 
lor carrying out the purposes ofthis Act.

(2)TherulesmadeunderthisActbytheFederalGovemmentshallbelaid'beforeeach
i-louse of the Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament), within six months of their notification in the oflicial

Gazettc.

STATEMT]NT OF OBJ ECTS AND REASONS

Following the code of belief of a particular religion is a matter of Personal faith and belief

fbr: an individual. Basically religious convelsion itself causes hurt to faith and belief of an

inrlividual when it is done through allulement or lbrce or mischief or by taking advantage of
i poverty of a peison. Balarce of society is disturbed when religious conversion is done through the

nreans o1'force. fraud or alluremcnt. Religious conve$ion performed rhrough such means not only

rransgresses the freedom of religion available to every citizen. but also creates law and order

problem. 'fherefore. it is necessary to take steps to keep a check on religious conversion by force or

liaudulent means.

sd/-

MR. NAVEED AAMIR JEEVA
Member National AssemblY
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