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thwarmly welcomed all the distinguished delegates of  the 6  
Conference of  the Association of  SAARC Speakers and Parliamentarians. He said 
“It is an honor to address the Presiding Officers and representatives of  the peoples 
of  SAARC countries. The Association of  SAARC Speakers and Parliamentarians 
is a vital instrument for promoting contacts between the peoples of  the region. 

I also congratulate Madam Speaker Dr. Fehmida Mirza for assuming the 
Chairpersonship of  the Association. SAARC Parliaments have a great role to play 
in promoting peace, progress and prosperity in the region. You represent the people 
of  your respective countries. Increased contacts between Members of  Parliament 
mean increased contacts between the peoples of  the SAARC countries. The 
changing political and economic landscape has enhanced the role of  the SAARC 
Parliaments. The SAARC Parliaments are now well placed to plan and lead efforts 
for solving complex issues besetting the region.  By setting high standards for 
debates in your Parliaments you can help challenge the stereotypes. You can set the 
tone for taking a fresh look at the issues. Pakistan is sincerely committed to the 
Charter of  SAARC. We believe that durable peace in the region is in the interest of  
all. Over the past decade the people of  SAARC region have been haunted by 
terrorism. No country has suffered so much from it as Pakistan. We have lost more 
than 40,000 innocent lives. In economic terms we have lost over 80 billion dollars in 
addition to lost opportunities. The fight against militancy can be won by wining the 
hearts and minds of  the people.

I am pleased to learn that this conference will also discuss the role of  
parliaments in promoting participatory democracy in the region. Democracy is a 
prerequisite for economic development, political stability and overall peace and 
security. Strong Parliaments play a crucial role in ushering in reforms and ensuring 
efficiency and transparency of  the governing structures. In Pakistan we have taken 
bold decisions to empower the Parliament. For the first time in our history an 
elected President has surrendered his powers to the Parliament.

The South Asia of  today has undergone a democratic transformation.
Today the South Asian states are vibrant democracies. In Pakistan a democratically 
elected government is nearing the completion of  its term. Soon we will achieve a 
peaceful democratic transition. We are well on our way to realizing democracy's 
dividends. Ensuring food security for the people will be a challenge for our 
Parliaments. 

Permit me to conclude with a quote from a speech of  Shaheed Mohtarma 
Benazir Bhutto. Addressing a conference in India a few months before her 
assassination five years ago, she said, and I QUOTE. “Time stands still for no one. 
The moving finger of  history writes and having written, moves on.”

President Asif  Ali Zardari Inaugurates the 6th Conference of  the Association 
of  SAARC Speakers and Parliamentarians at the Aiwan-e-Sadr. In his Inaugural 
Speech The President 

President Asif Ali Zardari Inaugurates 6th CASSP

I congratulate all worthy Speakers and delegates of  
SAARC Parliaments on the first-ever holding of  the 
Association's Conference within a year of  its previous 
meeting. This could not happen in the 17 years' long 
history of  the Association —despite a clear articulation 
in its Charter to hold the meetings on annual basis.
 This reflects the commitment the Speakers of  
SAARC National Parliaments have shown towards 
reviving and giving shape to the important 
Parliamentary forum in the wake of  myriads of  
challenges faced by the Region.

South Asia houses more than one-fifth of  the 
world's population, spreading over 4.6 million 
kilometres. It represents unique diversity in its unity of  
history, culture and traditions. All of  us in the SAARC 
family cherish the ideals of  freedom, equality and justice 
with a deep commitment to global and regional peace, 
prosperity and parliamentary democracy.

It is in this spirit, that SAARC parliamentarians 
have been closely working on numerous multilateral 
parliamentary forums like the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union, the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 
and the Asian Parliamentary Assembly.

 This cooperation can further yield substantive 
results if  we are able to forge common grounds through a 
vibrant SAARC Parliamentary Association. This will 
ensure a stronger voice for our region in all such 
international forums.

In the forthcoming sessions of  our Conference, the 
parliamentary delegations of  SAARC will be sharing 
their thoughts on two pertinent themes, namely:
“Meaningful Participatory Democracy in South 
Asia —Parliament's Affirmative Actions” and
 “Targeting Food Security for the Region: Ensuring 
Parliament's role in accomplishing MDGs”.

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Welcome Address by 
Hon’able Speaker Dr. Fehmida Mirza
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We live in an era of  
mu l t i l a t e r a l i s m  a n d  
connectivity.  Parliamen-
t a r y  d i p l o m a c y  i s  
increasingly comple-
m e n t i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  
diplomacy in managing 
global issues with more 
impact and effectiveness.  
I n  t h i s  c o n t ex t ,  a s  
Parliamentarians of  a vast 
region, representing more 
than a fifth of  humanity, 
we need to pro-actively 
work to meet the rising 
expectations of  the people 
of  our countries. 

Although Parliament and 
democracy are not similar 
but Parliament is essential 
f o r  f l o u r i s h i n g  t h e  
Democracy. Democracy is 
the preconditioned for 
peace and development. I 
hope 6th Conference of  
the SAARC Speakers and 
the Parliamentarians will 
play an important role in 
creating the atmosphere 
f o r  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
Democracy in this region. 
I wish very success of  this 
conference with convey 
my thanks and gratitude to 
the Honorable Speaker 
and President of  Islamic 
Republic of  Pakistan.

Ms. Meira Kumar, Speaker Indian Lok 
Sabha chaired a meeting of  the SAARC 
Council of  Speakers in Parliament House, 
this afternoon. The Council of  Speakers 
approved the agenda for the 6th SAARC 
Speakers and Parliamentarians Conference, 
elected the Chairperson for the 6th 
Conference and decided the next venue for 
holding the 7th SAARC Speakers 
Conference.
Ms. Meira Kumar proposed the name of  Dr. 
Fehmida Mirza for the Chairpersonship of  
current Speakers Conference which was 

unanimously approved by all the Members of  the Council. The outgoing chairperson Ms. Meira Kumar congratulated Dr. Fehmida 
Mirza on her election and thanked all the Members of  the Council for their cooperation extended to her during her Chairpersonship of  
the Council. She was of  the view that under the leadership of  Dr. Fehmida Mirza, the SAARC Speaker’s Forum would flourish and 
enhance parliamentary cooperation between SAARC countries.
After assuming the Chair of  the Council of  Speakers, Dr. Fehmida Mirza thanked her SAARC counterparts for reposing confidence in 
her. She paid her special gratitude to the outgoing chairperson Ms. Meira Kumar for her efforts due to which the SAARC 
parliamentarians forum witnessed continued progress and which would be a guiding principle for her during her tenure as 
Chairperson.
Dr. Fehmida Mirza on the occasion missed Nepal and Afghanistan who could not attend the conference due to the dissolution of  N.A 
in Nepal and preoccupation Afghanistan in its domestic affairs, however, She wished them good luck and hoped that they would 
participate in the next conferences.
Later the Council unanimously approved the agenda of  the 6th Conference of  the SAARC Speakers and parliamentarians meeting 
besides approving the names of  Maldives for Vice Chair and panel of  Chairpersons for the 6th Conference of  SAARC Speakers and 
parliamentarians Conference. The Council also decided that the next CASSP will be held in Maldives in last quarter of  year 2013. All 
members of  the Council separately congratulated Dr. Fehmida Mirza for excellent arrangements for holding 6th Conference in 
Islamabad.

COUNCIL OF SAARC SPEAKERS MEETS
ELECTS DR. FEHMIDA MIRZA AS CHAIRPERSON  

Inaugural Remarks by the SAARC Speakers

Bhutan is fully committed 
to the SAARC Process as 
e n v i s i o n e d  b y  o u r  
founding fathers. Bhutan 
has benefitted immensely 
as a member of  the 
Association and we must 
strive harder to make our 
a s s o c i a t i o n  m o r e  
m e a n i n g f u l  t o  h e l p  
alleviate our people from 
pover ty,  hunger  and 
diseases. Terrorism is root 
of  all evils and our 
Association must co-
operate and work hard to 
eradicate this menace.

We all know and accept 
that we seek democracy 
for our countries not just 
simply as an end in itself  
but more importantly, as a 
legitimate and parti-
cipatory process through 
which our governments 
can better serve the need 
of  people. When we look 
around our region, we 
know that democracy is 
not perfect. It needs to be 
constantly fine-tuned and 
adjusted to socio-political 
a n d  e c o n o m i c a l  
environment within which 
we live.

Sri Lanka has been a vibrant 
democracy, we have been 
the oldest democracy in this 
region. Universal franchise 
we started exercising since 
1931 and we have been able 
to retain that uninter-
ruptedly. It is for various 
challenges that we have had 
at various times 1971, we 
had a Southern intervention, 
so was in 1989 and for three 
decades we had terrorism, 
as a result of which we were 
lagging behind the other 
nations in the region and in 
the neighborhood. 



S A A R C

3



S A A R C

4

First Meeting of the Women Parliamentarians at the 
th6  SAARC Speakers and Parliamentarians Conference

The first meeting of  Women 
Parliamentarians on the theme “Role of  
Wo m e n  P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s  i n  
Strengthening Democracy And Social 

thJustice” being held on the 4  of  November 
th2012, as a part of  the 6  Conference of  the 

SAARC Speakers and Parliamentarians, 
at Islamabad; 

Reaffirming the role of  SAARC 
S p e a k e r s  a n d  Pa r l i a m e n t a r i a n s  
Conference in promoting friendship and 
cooperation between our countries and 
our peoples;  

Recalling the special struggles of  
women of  the South Asian Region in 
helping to build a democratic, just and 
rights based society;

Commending the South Asian 
women leaders who stand out in the world 
for their exemplary leadership, and 
reaffirming women parliamentarians' 
central role in raising a voice for gender 
justice;

Recognising that the available data 
and statistics highlight that persistence of  
gender inequalities in education, health 
and economic development, with women 
trailing far behind which makes it 
imperative that women play a central role 
in decision making of  our nations.

Hereby adopt the following statement 
and agree to undertake the following:

1. Sustain and empower this important 
forum for women parliamentarians in the 
Association of  the SAARC Speakers and 
Parliamentarians.

2. Build through this forum a network of  
South Asian women parliamentarians, 
and use this platform to share and 
exchange our experiences and best 
practices so as to strengthen and make 
m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  o u r  r o l e  a s  
parliamentarians.

3. Raise a collective voice for increasing 
women's representation in all democratic 
and political forums, especially our 
national parliaments, provincial and local 
councils.

4. Build a common vision for the 

empowerment of  women of  South Asia 
for promotion of  gender equality in social, 
political and economic fields.

5. Work for the mainstreaming of  
women into the body politic of  the 
parliamentary system.

6. Organize women into women's 
groups, where relevant, within parties and 
on a multiparty level such as, the Women's 
Parliamentary Caucus in Pakistan being 
led by the Hon. Speaker Dr. Fehmida 
Mirza.

Ÿ Further recognizing the widespread 
discrimination leading to female 
disadvantage, our parliamentary 
agenda will focus on:

Ÿ Combating all forms of  discrimination 
and violence against women

Ÿ Ensuring reproductive health and 
rights

Ÿ Promoting access to education 
Ÿ Guaranteeing property & inheritance 

rights
Ÿ Eliminating gender inequalities in 

employment especially amongst the 
Home Based Women Workers

We, SAARC Women Parliamentarians, 
meeting for the first time on the occasion 

thof  the 6  Conference of  the SAARC 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S p e a k e r s  a n d  
Parliamentarians at Islamabad, thank the 
Honorable Speakers'  Council for 

thincorporating this initiative at the 5  
Conference held in July 2011 at Delhi; 

Further, request it is institutionalized 
through incorporation in the SAARC 
Constitution and Rules of  Association. 
The suggested name is "Women's 
Committee of  the Association of  SAARC 
Speakers and Parliamentarians". The 
Meeting has suggested the host country 
serve as the chair of  this Committee, that it 
meets twice a year at the time of  the 
Conference and mid-year, and makes its 
own rules; 

Transmit this Joint Statement to the 
Speakers' Council with the request that the 
Honorable Speakers facilitate in taking it 

thforward to the 6  Conference of  SAARC 
Association of  Speakers for appropriate 
attention;
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TODAY’S ENGAGEMENTS 

0945 hours

  

Delegates/observers assemble Venue: Hotel Lobbies

1000 hours

  

First Session (Venue: Kehkashan Hall, Serena Hotel)

   

-

 

Election of the President of the Conference 

   

-

 

Adoption of the Agenda

   

-

 

Announcement (IF ANY)

   

-

 

Nomination of the panel of Chairmen

 

-

 

Lead speeches on the subject “Meaningful Participatory 
Democracy in South Asia ---

 

Parliament’s Affirmative Actions” 

(i)

 

H.E. 

 

Hon’ble Speaker of Lok Sabha, India

(ii)

 

H.E. Hon’able Deputy Speaker of Parliament of Sri Lanka

    

-

 

Discussion on the subject “Meaningful Participatory Democracy 
in South Asia ---

 

Parliament’s Affirmative Actions”
1115 hours

   

Tea Break

 

1130 hours

   

Second Session

 

Discussion on the subject “Meaningful Participatory Democracy 
in South Asia ---

 

Parliament’s Affirmative Actions”

1300 hours 

 

Lunch hosted by Hon’ble Deputy Speaker, National Assembly of 
Pakistan 

 
 

1430 hours

   

Third Session

 

1545 hours

 

Discussion on the subject “Meaningful Participatory Democracy 
in South Asia ---

 

Parliament’s Affirmative Actions”

1545 hours

   

Tea Break

 

1600 hours Fourth Session

Lead Speeches on the subject “Targeting Food Security for the 
Region: Ensuring Parliament’s role in accomplishing MDGs”

(i) Dr. Atiya Inayatullah Member National Assembly of Pakistan 

Discussion on the subject: “Targeting Food Security for the 
Region: Ensuring Parliament’s role in accomplishing MDGs”

1930 hours Dinner hosted by Foreign Minister of Pakistan

Monday, 5 th  November  

PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN 
IN SAARC PARLIAMENTS

AFGHANISTAN

BANGLADESH

BHUTAN

INDIA

MALDIVES

NEPAL

PAKISTAN

SRI LANKA

WOMEN MEN Source: IPU
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Meeting of the Secretaries-General/Secretaries of the 

Parliament of SAARC Countries and Provincial Assemblies

After the Welcome Address, Mr. 
Karamat Hussain Niazi Secretary 
National Assembly of  Pakistan speaking  
on the subject said we are aware that the 
introduction of  E-parliament to keep 
abreast with the developing parliaments in 
the world is important for individuals and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  
effectiveness. I want to emphasize that our 
main attention, while discussing e-
parliament, must be focused on the issue. 
There is no greater revolution for people 
than strengthening democracy by latest 
technology at all tiers to reaching the 
electors at their doorsteps. With this in 
view, I am confident that this meeting will 
address as to how we can proceed in 
making our Parliaments equipped with 
these facilities. However, these advances in 
communication technology and their 
rapid dissemination now make it possible 
for many more citizens to engage in 
political activities especially where these 
facilities have already been installed. We 
are also in the processof  introducing 
modern means of  communication in our 
Parliament to facilitate our peoples.

 The advances in communication 
technology are important development in 
our times. Their application in the public 
Institutions are equally important. There 

had been other important technical 
developments that make it possible for 
Parliaments to conduct their work more 
efficiently and at lower costs, both 
financially and environmentally. Shared 
systems and services are what we need to 
p r o v i d e  t o  o u r  p u b l i c  a n d  
Parliamentarians. 

N e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
communication technologies have been 
adopted for different purposes: by 
individuals and communities to make their 
voices heard; by businesses and 
institutions to compete in the global 
economy; by public 
governance authorities 
to innovate and better 
serve their citizens. 
Briefly, they are being 
used as a means to make 
political, technical and 
business processes more 
effective and efficient. 
This equally applies on 
t h e  Pa r l i a m e n t a r y  
Ins t i tu t ions  which  
needs to be updated 
technologically and 
electronically because 
Parliament makes a 
vital contribution to democracy at many 
levels simultaneously. Parliament carries 
out its central functions of  legislation, 
budgetary control and oversight of  the 
executive. These processes are to be 

expedited and the means available for 
doing so are the information technology 
and technical facilities.  It can only do all 
this, finally, if  it observes democratic 

norms, by showing 
itself  open, accessible 
and accountable to the 
electorate in its own 
mode of  operation. This 
is where information 
Technology comes to 
play an essentially vital 
role in providing these 
facilities to all the 
stakeholders.

Parliament is a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Institution and as such it 
must be open and 
transparent, facilitating 

the public, the media in reporting its work 
for common consumption and promotion 
of  democracy. Legislation without open 
information cannot give anything to 
citizens who are custodian of  their 
Institutions and have the right to 
democratic decisions. An accessible 
Parliament provides direct contact 
between citizens and their representatives 
and proves beneficial to the constituencies 
and opens up a local development role for 
Parliamentarians.

The training of  Members and 
staff  is an important segment of  the entire 
Parliamentary process. For this purpose, 
we  have  Pak i s tan  Ins t i tu t e  fo r  
Parliamentary Services (PIPS) which is 
fully equipped with modern facilities and 
cater to the needs of  imparting necessary 
knowledge, know-how and technical 
assistance to the legislators and officials. 

Therefore, the need of  the hour is 
to enter into common cooperation and 
work with this spirit for developing our 
Parliaments technologically, technically 
and electronically so that they come up to 
the expectations of  their electors. 

E-Parliaments; Creating 
technology-friendly 

Environment

“The need of  the hour is 
to enter into common 

cooperation and work with 
this spirit for developing 

our Parliaments 
technologically, technically 
and electronically so that 

they come up to the 
expectations of  their 

electors.”
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Role of Parliament in 

Appointment of Judges
of Superior Judiciary

Supreme Court, one former Chief  
Justice or judge of  the Supreme Court, 
nominated by the Chairman of  the 
Judicial Commission for a period of  two 
years in consultation with the four member 
judges, the Attorney General for Pakistan, 
the Federal Law Minister and a senior 
advocate, Supreme Court, nominated by 
the Pakistan Bar Council. Once the 
Judicial Commission approves a name for 
appointment as judge of  the Supreme 
Court, it goes to an eight member 
Parliamentary Committee that has equal 
representation of  the government and the 
opposition as well as of  the two Houses i.e. 
National Assembly and Senate. This 
committee has two weeks to consider the 
nomination. If  approved, the name is 
forwarded to the President through the 
Prime Minister, for appointment. The 
Parliamentary Committee, for reasons to 
be recorded, may not confirm the 
recommendation by three-fourth majority, 
in which instance, the decision is 
forwarded to the Commission through the 
Prime Minister and the Commission sends 
another nomination. Notwithstanding the 
procedure provided in Article 175A, the 
President has to appoint the most senior 
judge of  the Supreme Court as the Chief  

Justice of  Pakistan. 
Similar procedure is 
f o l l o w e d  f o r  
appointment of  judges 
in the Federal Shariat 
Court and High Courts 
with a little variation in 
the composition of  
Judicial Commission; 
however, composition 
o f  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  
Committee remains the 
same.  In case the 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y  
Committee does not 
arrive at a decision 

within the stipulated time period of  two 
weeks, the nomination is deemed to be 
approved. 

Though the Judicial Commission 
and the Parliamentary Committee 
perform essentially the same functions as 
the Chief  Justice and the Prime Minister 
respectively in the previous dispensation, 
however, the base of  decision-making has 
been substantially broadened. Rather the 
role of  the Chief  Justice, who previously 
nominated the panel for approval of  the 
President of  Pakistan, has been diluted 
and that role has been assigned to the 
Judicial Commission headed by the Chief  
Justice, which makes the nominations, to 

other so that people could live in a 
society, which was just and wherein rule of  
law reigned supreme. Institutions may 
have different roles to play, but they have 
common goals to pursue in accord with 
their constitutional mandate.

Prior to the passage of  the said 
amendments, Article 177 of  the 
Constitution provided that a judge of  the 
Supreme Court would be appointed by the 

President after “consultation” with the 
Chief  Justice of  Pakistan. The text of  
Article 177 itself  did not provide that the 
consultation was binding on the President, 
however, in the Al Jihad Trust case (PLD 
1996 SC 34), Supreme Court of  Pakistan 
elaborated the meaning of  the word 
“consultation” as contained in Article 177 
and 193 and declared that “consultation” 
should be effective, 
meaningful, purposive, 
consensus oriented, 
leaving no room for 
c o m p l a i n t  o f  
arbitrariness or unfair 
play. Standing practice 
was that the Chief  
Justice of  Pakistan used 
to recommend a panel 
to the President and the 
President would select a 
suitable judge from the 
said panel. Similarly, for 
the appointment of  
judges of  the High Courts, the respective 
Chief  Justice would forward a panel to the 
President which was routed through the 
Governor of  the Province and Chief  
Justice of  Pakistan. Recommendation of  
the Chief  Justice was binding on the 
President, except for sound reasons to be 
recorded by the President. However, after 
18th and 19th amendments appointments 
in superior courts are processed through 
two forums: The Judicial Commission 
(JC) and the Parliamentary Committee 
(PC). For appointment of  judges in the 
Supreme Court, Judicial Commission 
consists of  Chief  Justice of  Pakistan as 
Chairman, four senior most judges of  the 

Mr.  I f t ikhar  Ul lah Babar  
Secretary Senate of  Pakistan during 
second session contributed on the subject 
said that Constitution of  Pakistan provides 
fo r  a  Par l iamentar y  Sys tem of  
Government wherein separation of  
powers between the three organs of  state 
i.e. Legislature, Executive and Judiciary is 
assured through an effective scheme of  
checks and balances; a fine example is the 
Constitutional role of  Parliament in 
appointment of  judges of  superior 
judiciary, which includes Judges of  the 
Provincial High Courts and the Supreme 
Court of  Pakistan. Appointment of  Judges 
in any Country involves some formal and 
informal practices. The entire system 
depends largely on the political culture and 
social values of  that society. Consequently 
there are no standardized systems 
therefore mechanisms for judicial 
appointments differ between Countries. 
However, the objective is to ensure a 
transparent mechanism which is open to 
public scrutiny. Transparency and public 
scrutiny in the mechanism are of  
paramount importance so as to ensure 
selection of  the best available persons to 
judicial offices and to enhance public 
confidence in the judiciary. 
The System of  Judicial appointments fall 

under four basic modes,
i) Appointment by Parliament;
ii) Appointment of  by the Judiciary 

itself;
iii) Appointment by a Judicial 

council(which may include non-
judge members);

iv) Selection through an electoral 
system. 
In an eager attempt to achieve the 

constitutional objective and being 
motivated by higher considerations of  
liberal democracy, the rule of  law and the 
independence of  judiciary, Parliament of  
Pakistan passed the landmark 18th and 
19th constitutional amendments, which 
changed the procedure of  appointment of  
judges.  These amendments envisage a 
hybrid system wherein the Parliament and 
judiciary, both, play a pivotal role in 
appointment of  judges.  It aimed inter alia, 
to establish Sovereignty of  Parliament and 
Judicial independence, which cannot be 
considered as competing values. Both the 
Institutions are vital and indispensable and 
they do not vie, rather complement each 

Judiciaries in all 
democratic setups are 

vulnerable to the power of  
legislatures to create, alter 

or impair judicial 
structures including the 

mode of  appointing, 
removing and 

remunerating the Judges
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b e  c o n f i r m e d  b y  t h e  

Pa r l i a m e n t a r y  C o m m i t t e e.  T h e  
Constitutional idea behind the institution 
of  a Judicial Commission and the 
Parliamentary Committee – comprising 
an equal number of  parliamentarians from 
the government and opposition – is to 
ensure a fair degree of  neutral oversight by 
the parliament. 

However, in one of  its earlier 
decisions the Parliamentary Committee 
declined to approve 6 out of  24 
nominations for extension of  Additional 
Judges as recommended by the Judicial 
Commission in respect of  Lahore High 
Court and Sindh High Court. This 
rejection was challenged before the 
Supreme Court of  Pakistan wherein the 
apex Court held that the decision of  
Parliamentary Committee not being in 
accordance with the provisions of  the 
Constitution; is liable to be set aside and 
gave the following observations in its 
judgment (cited as PLD 2011 Supreme 
Court Page No. 407).
Ÿ Parliamentary Committee has to 

perform its role in a meaningful way 
and with the application of  mind 
which would withstand judicial 
scrutiny in accordance with 
recognized standards.

Ÿ The Committee has ability to add value 
to the process of  making judicial 
appointments by taking into account 
information which is different from 
and may not have been available with 
the Commission.

Ÿ The Committee can, based on factual 
data and reasons, for instance, declare 
that a nominee is corrupt or is affiliated 
or partial making him a controversial 
choice, but judging the caliber of  a 
nominee as a judge rests with the 
Commission.

Ÿ There might be an overlap of  functions 
o f  the  Commiss ion  (Judic ia l  
Commission) and the (parliamentary) 
Committee, for instance, (in) assessing 
and evaluating the antecedents of  a 
nominee for judicial office; however, 
this overlap does not eliminate the role 
of  the Committee or make it 
redundant.         

Islamabad Weather Today

Humidity    35% - 40%

o 12 C
Lo

o 28 C
Hi

E-Parliament; creating a 
Technology- Friendly 

Environment

During the discussion Mrs. Kushani 
Anusha Rohanadeera Assistant Secretary 
General of  Parliament of  Sri Lanka said 
that an e-parliaments a legislature that is 
empowered to be more transparent, 
accessible and accountable through ICT in 
order to maintain and further the special 
relationship that Parliament enjoys with 
the citizens through deployment of  ICT.

The concepts of  e-parliaments have 
been ardently welcomed by most of  the 
Parliaments around the globe.  E-
parliaments would bring the parliament 
and the citizens closer creating an easier 
a n d  s m a r t e r  l i n k  b e t we e n  t h e  
Parliamentarians and the General Public 
as well.

Ÿ There are many benefits of  having e-
parliaments. They are:

Ÿ Achieving transparency and openness 
for both the Parliament as an institution 
and the members as individual 
representatives of  their constituencies.

Ÿ Providing universal access for citizens 
regardless of  their personal resources 
or abilities.

Ÿ Improving the mechanisms for 
accountability of  parliament and its 
members to their electorate.

Ÿ Enabling dialogue between the 
parliament and its members and the 
citizenry.

Ÿ Ensuring the security of authoritative 
information and the privacy of  
personal information.

Ÿ Supporting the work of the parliament 
in an efficient and cost effective 
manner.

Ÿ Participating in the global information 
society.

We, at Parliament of  Sri Lanka are 
also working to create such technology-

friendly environment through the concept 
of  E-parliament.

In connection to this we have

1. Provided more than 500 computers 
for the use of  staff.

2. All the users have internet and email 
facility.

3. Operate a cyber café for Members of  
Parliament and also computers and 
printers have been installed in the 
Members' Lobbies with internet 
facility.

4. Wireless network around the 
Parliament complex.

5. Multilingual (Sinhala, Tamil and 
English) website with daily updating.

6. proceedings of  the house (only a few 
hours delay) through webcasting

7. Hansard reports since 2006 are 
available for downloading.

8. Email service with supported portable 
device.

9. Access control system tied up to pay 
slip.

10. Intranet system; i-parliament through 
which works pertaining to each office 
is coordinated.

11. Live telecast of  the proceedings 
through a large TV screen installed in 
close proximity to the parliament to be 
implemented shortly.

May be, we can improve our ICT 
system in future to include

1. Documenting the legislative process – 
faster action at  formative stages, 
editing done speedily, citizens can 
have access to it.

2. Research documentation and Library 
on a broader spectrum.

In the Sri Lankan 
Parliament the Mace 
i s  a  s y m b o l  o f  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  
Parliament. A gift 
from the British 
House of  Commons, 
its unique design and ornamentation was 
inspired by the architecture of  the ancient 
temples of  Ceylon to symbolize the values 
and philosophy of  the Parliaments ruling: 
eternity and beauty, perfect peace, perpetuity, 
progress, prosperity and purity. The Mace 
also represents the authority of  the Speaker of  
the Parliament and as such the Mace must be 
present whilst Parliament is in Session .

Interesting Fact
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