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1. 1st Meeting of the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan took place in the 

Assembly Chamber, Karachi, Sunday, the 10th August 1947, at Ten of the 

Clock. 

2. 1st Motion was moved by Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan to propose that Mr. 

Jogendra Nath Mandal be elected as temporary Chairman. Khwaja 

Nazimuddin seconded the proposal. 

3. 1st Chairman of the Assembly: Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal. 

4. 1st  Inaugural Address was made by the Chairman, Mr. Jogendra Nath 

Mandal, who said,  

“Ladies and Gentlemen!  At the very outset I would like to bow down 

my head to God Almighty for the opportunity He has graciously given 

us to assemble here and pray to Him to guide us on the right path.” 

5. 1st Point of Order raised by Mr. Bhim Sen Sachar was highly appreciable 

manifestation of the will of the  representatives of the people that there 

should be rule of law, i.e., the proceedings of the Assembly should be 

conducted as per Order of the Day:   



“…Will it not be convenient to indicate items on the agenda which are to 

be taken up today? I suggest that in future the items should be indicated 

specifically on the Order of the Day so as to enable members to know 

what items on the list are to be taken up.” 

Mr. Chairman: I appreciate the difficulty, and assure the Honourable 

Members that the Agenda of the Day will be submitted beforehand.  

6. 1st  Member who presented his credentials and signed the Register was the 

Chairman, Mr. Jogendra, Nath Mandal, whereafter  Quaid-i-Azam 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah and fifty one other Members presented their 

credentials and signed their names in the Register. 

7.  1st  Rules of the Assembly were adopted on the resolution moved by Mr. 

Liaquat Ali Khan:  

“That this Assembly do adopt, with such modifications as the President 

or the Chairman for the time being, may in his absolute discretion 

permit, the Rules and Standing Orders of the Central Legislative 

Assembly, pending the framing by the Constituent Assembly of its own 

Rules of Procedure.” 



8.  1st Secretariat of the Assembly was the then organization of the Office of 

the Constituent Assembly which was confirmed through following motion  

moved by Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: 

“That this Assembly do confirm the existing organization of the Office 

of the Constituent Assembly, and authorize the President to make such 

changes as he deems necessary.”  

9. 1st  President of the Constituent Assembly was to be elected for which 

Sardar Abdur Rab Khan Nishtar moved and rules were adopted therefor. 

10. 1st Panel of Chairmen to preside over the Assembly in the absence of the 

President was to be nominated by the President, for which Mr. Liaquat Ali 

Khan moved and the motion was adopted. 

11. The Assembly was then adjourned till Ten of the Clock, on Monday, the 

11th August, 1947. 



Defining excerpts from the President’s Address 

11th August, 1947 

Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, having been elected as 

the President of the Constituent Assembly, accompanied by Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan 

and Sardar Abdur Rab Khan Nishtar, went up to the dais and occupied the Chair 

amidst loud applause. After congratulations, he said: 

“…The Constituent Assembly has got two main functions to perform. The first is the 

very onerous and responsible task of framing our future Constitution of Pakistan and 

the second of functioning as a full and complete sovereign body as the Federal 

Legislature of Pakistan… 

I would like to emphasize is this-remember that you are now a Sovereign legislative 

body and you have got all the powers… 

The first duty of a Government is to maintain law and order, so that the life, property 

and religious beliefs of its subjects are fully protected by the State…  

One of the biggest curses from which India is suffering, I do not say that other 

countries are free from it, but, I think, our condition is much worse-is bribery and 

corruption… 

Black-marketing is another curse… 



Along with many other things good and bad, has arrived this great evil-the evil of 

nepotism and jobbery… 

Any idea of a United India could never have worked and in my judgment it would 

have led us to terrific disaster… 

You are free; you are free to go to your temples, you are free to go to your mosques 

or to any other places of worship in this State of Pakistan. You may belong to any 

religion or caste or creed-that has nothing to do with the business of the State… 

We are starting with this fundamental principle that we are all citizens and equal 

citizens of one State… 

Now, I think we should keep that in front of us as our ideal and you will find that in 

course of time Hindus would cease to be Hindus and Muslims would cease to be 

Muslims, not in the religious sense, because that is the personal faith of each 

individual but in the political sense as citizens of the State… 

My guiding principle will be justice and complete impartiality, and I am sure that 

with your support and co-operation, I can look forward to Pakistan becoming one of 

the greatest Nations of the world. 

 


