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(6th Session)

NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  SECRETARIAT

————

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL  ANSWERS  AND THEIR REPLIES”

to be asked at a sitting of the National Assembly to be held on

Monday, the 10th December, 2018

45. *Mr. Aurangzeb Khan Khichi:
 (Deferred from 4th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a special Pakistan International Airline
(PIA) aeroplane was sent to UK for bringing equipments back
in Pakistan, which were originally sent to United Kingdom for
setting up a Camp Office in UK during the treatment of former
Prime Minister in July, 2016;

(b) if so, the details of total expenditures incurred thereon?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): (a) No equipment was sent from Pakistan for setting-up a camp
office in London nor a PIA plane was sent for bringing the equipment back to
Pakistan. The former Prime Minister did go to London on 22 May 2016 by a
special aircraft, however, due to his medical treatment, the visit was prolonged.
The special aircraft returned to Pakistan on 29 May, 2016. After his medical
treatment, a special aircraft arrived in London on 09 July, 2016 and departed
back the same day with the former Prime Minister.

As per standard practice, camp office was established at the Hyatt
Regency London (the Churchill Hotel), for administrative & protocol
requirements. Equipment (work station, shredder, printer, photocopier and
fax machine) was hired and placed/used in camp office.
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(b) Break-up of the expenditure in US$ incurred during the
Prime Minister’s visit to London from 22 May 2016 to 09 July 2016 is as
under:—
——————————————————————————————
S. No. Description Amount in US$
——————————————————————————————

(a) Daily Allowance for delegation 29,777.41

(b) Aircraft Charges 56,657.97

(c) Hiring of Transport 28,981.52

(d) Renting of IT equipment 5,840.73
Including establishment
of camp office.

(e) Renting of Mobile Telephone 3,519.57

(f)  Miscellaneous 960.75

(g) Meals arrangements 28,462.23

(h) Hotel Accommodation 173,562.15

(i) Newspaper 165.12
——————————————————————————————

Total: 327,927.45
——————————————————————————————

PIA authorities were approached to share details of expenditure and
revenue loss on the aircraft. Informally it has been conveyed that an amount of
Rs. 34,527,268/-was incurred on the VVIP flight on 09 July 2016 over and above
the expenditure mentioned in para (b) in the above table – formal reply including
revenue loss is awaited. (Copy of letter attached)

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

5. *Mr. Saad Waseem:
 (Deferred from 4th Session)

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has taken notice of poor state of affairs
of Overseas Pakistani workers, especially in Gulf States,
particularly with reference to payment of their wages by the
employers; if so, the details thereof; and
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(b) the steps being taken by the Government to address problems
and provide functional consular services, legal support and
implement labour agreements Overseas Pakistani, especially in
Gulf States?

 
Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource

Development: (a) The Government is well aware of the problems of Pakistani
workers in Gulf Countries and has taken several steps for their resolution. There
are only a few cases of non-payment / delayed payment of salaries of Pakistani
workers in GCC Countries. These cases are regularly taken-up by the Welfare
Wing of Pakistan Missions in the host countries with the concerned employers /
companies for their resolution. If, in some cases the matter is not settled, the legal
support is provided by the Missions to the affected workers for filling their cases
in concerned Court of Law.

(b) The Government of Pakistan through its Missions abroad has
provided every possible help to the destitute Pakistani workers. The CWAs posted
in GCC Countries are providing the following services:

 Regular visit to Labor camps/ detention centers/ police stations/ Iqama
offices by the CWAs.

 Out of Court negotiations are being made with employers / companies
for settlement of workers’ disputes.

 In case of inconclusive negotiations with the employers, facilitation is
being provided in filling such cases in Labor Courts and their follow
up.

 Facilitation is being provided in getting out passes / exit traveling
documents for immediate deportation of illegal Pakistani workers.

 In any case of violation of legal agreements, the issue is immediately
taken up with the concerned quarters to get it resolved.

1. *Ms. Naz Baloch:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:
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(a) the number of Pakistani Schools in United Arab Emirates at
present;

(b) the steps taken by the Government to improve the standard of
said Schools; and

(c) the steps being taken by Government to overcome the financial
problems faced by the school’s management for the last five
years?

 
Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain

Qureshi): (a) There are seven Pakistani community schools in United Arab
Emirates. The schools are located two in Abu Dhabi, and one each in Dubai,
Sharjah, Al Ain, Ras Al Khaimah and Fujairah.

(b) i. The Missions have constituted Board of Governors under the
chairmanship of the Ambassador (in case of Emirate of Abu Dhabi)
and the Consul General (in case of Dubai and Northern Emirates) to
look after the important matters pertaining to the schools.

ii. Hiring process of the teachers has been made more transparent and
streamlined by respective schools under the guidance of Embassies.

iii. Missions have appointed academic committees consisting of
professionals to ensure better standard of education in accordance
with Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC)’s requirements.

(c) i. The Missions regularly interact with the community to generate funds
to meet the needs of the Institutions.

ii. The Missions contribute to overcome schools’ financial issues by
providing limited funds as per rules.

2. *Syed Imran Ahmad Shah:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the present Government has planned to
create a “Council of Business Leaders” to improve Pakistan’s
global business standing; if so, the details thereof;
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(b) the names of persons included in the Council alongwith 
expertise of each member of the Council in the field of business;
and

(c) the time-frame by which such Council will be functional to
complete its targets?

Minister for Commerce and Textile: (a) Government of Pakistan has
established The “Council of Business Leaders” to ensure that:—

i. Pakistan’s business leaders, as representatives of the nation’s business
community have access to a structured forum to provide feedback
on the Government’s business, economic, investment, tariff and
taxation policies;

ii. Policy makers benefit from a diverse set of opinions to assist in the
formulation & implementation of the Government’s agenda with
respect to:

a. Creating jobs;

b. Boosting exports;

c. Increasing investment;

d. Enhancing the ease of doing business;

e. Encouraging the participation of overseas Pakistanis; and all
other areas of policy where the input of business community is
critical.

(b) Names of persons included in the Council along with expertise of
each member of Council is annexed.

(c) The council is functional. The Prime Minister of Pakistan chaired
the first meeting of the 29-Member Council of Business Leaders (CBL) on
Wednesday, the 17th October, 2018.
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3. *Mr. Mohsin Dawar:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for States and Frontier Regions be pleased to state
the details of Internally Displaced Persons Camps, financing
management system and present conditions of thousands of people,
whether facilities being provided to IDPs in Baka Khel North
Waziristan are sufficient; if not, reasons thereof?

Minister for States and Frontier Regions: Currently there is only one
camp TDPs of erstwhile FATA. The Baka Khel Camp is situated in FR (Frontier
Regions) Bannu around 18 kilometer south of Bannu City.

The camp is jointly managed by Pak Army and FATA Disaster Management
Authority (FDMA). The camp has 4 phases (clusters) and can accommodate
3,200 families/19,200 individuals at a given time. Currently the camp is used as a
transit hub for the TDPs who fled to Afghanistan and as soon as areas of their
return are declared safe, repatriation of these families will commence and will be
accordingly de-commissioned. Pak Army is also responsible for the security and
conflict resolution, whereas FDMA is responsible for provision and maintenance
of the tents, CRIs (Core relief Items), Education and Water & Sanitation, whereas
health services are provided by the Health Department through a BHU (Basic
Health Unit) and PRCS (Pakistani Red Crescent Society) funded by United
Nations. The food is provided by WFP through its partner Sarhad Rural Support
Program (SRSP). The camp is very well-organized by all standards, and services
provision is quite satisfactory. Since the establishment, no epidemic has been
reported in the camp due to good standards of hygiene maintained at the camp
and household level. However, improved health services are definitely an area to
be considered for additional support, including those for mental and physical
disabilities. The services provided in the camp are free electricity, gas cylinder,
nonfood items, health, education, water, drinking water, recreational facilities and
food for all the inhabitants. A commercial area has also been setup to enable
camp inhabitants to start small businesses in the camp.

Financing Mechanism: Funds are provided by the Federal Government.
i.e. SAFRON directly to FDMA, however, in order to lessen the burden on
government exchequer, FDMA also involves NGOs support to provide better
health and sanitation facilities.

Facilities Provided: Details of the facilities are annexed.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)
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4. *Mr. Muhammad Jamal-Ud-Din:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for States and Frontier Regions be pleased to state

(a) the Masjid/Madaras-wise funds issued for re-construction of
Masaajid/Madaaris destroyed during the operation conducted in
South Waziristan;

(b) the amounts spent and lapsed/not spent for reconstruction of
destroyed Masaajid/Madaaris; and

(c) the time by which such reconstruction shall be completed?
 

Minister for States and Frontier Regions: (a) A total of 197 Masjids
were reported as damaged and subsequently been rehabilitated/reconstructed by
the Armed Forces in South Waziristan, so far. (Annex-I)

(b) A Total of Rs. 98.760 Million have been spent on 197 Masjids by
Armed forces.

(c) All 197 Masjids are reported as completed by the Armed Forces
and the funds have been fully utilized.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

5. *Mr. Muhammad Aslam Khan:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the details and names of Pakistanis imprisoned in Afghanistan
at present including dates of imprisonment and the charges
levelled against them respectively; and

(b) the steps being taken by the present Government for their
release?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): (a) The Afghan Government regrettably has not provided information
about the number of Pakistani nationals imprisoned in Afghanistan despite our
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repeated requests. The Afghan Government neither shares information
about the number of Pakistani prisoners in Afghanistan and nature of their
charges nor allows regular consular access to our Embassy and the
Consulates in Afghanistan. The matter has been repeatedly raised at the
highest level with the Afghan government.

Terrorism related charges have been pressed in most cases against
the arrested individuals. Our Embassy and Consulates in Afghanistan
through other sources like ICRC and released prisoners get information
about Pakistani detainees and extend all possible assistance.

We also continue raising the issue of information and consular
access with Afghan Govt. at various levels, urging them to extend necessary
cooperation.

(b) Pakistan has regularly raised the issue of Pakistani prisoners
in Afghan jails and made this issue as one of the agenda points of all
bilateral engagements with Afghanistan. Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi during his visit to Kabul on 15 September 2018 raised the issue
with the Afghan leadership. He emphasized sharing of data of Pakistani
prisoners in Afghan jails.

During the inaugural session of Afghanistan Pakistan Action Plan
for Peace and Solidarity (APAPPS) on 22nd July 2018 at Kabul, the
Foreign Secretary raised the issue with Afghan Deputy Foreign Minister.
Two follow-up meetings were also held with Director General (Consular
Affairs) Afghan Foreign Office. A list of 25 prisoners, who have completed
their sentences has also been raised with the request that financial fines
be waived off and prisoners be released.

Our Embassy in Kabul has arranged repatriation of 17 Pakistani
prisoners released from Afghan jails from 20th February to 30th August
2018. An amount of US$ 200 each was spent enabling them to travel to
Pakistan.

On our consistent demand for consular access to Pakistani
detainees in Pul-e-Charkhi jail in Kabul and Baghram Detention Centre,
Afghan Government arranged a tour for our Embassy officials to Baghram
Detention Centre earlier this year. Our Embassy officials met around 200
inmates in batches of 25-30, reported to be Pakistani nationals. No
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individual interactions were allowed to ascertain the charges and the terms
of sentences handed down to them. In group interactions, the inmates
expressed their general satisfaction about the conditions in the detention
centre. Our officials demanded Afghan authorities for provision of better
facilities especially medical and health care.

The government is also working on an MoU for transfer of
offenders. After completing our internal processes, the MoU will be shared
with the Afghan side for signatures.

6. *Dr. Mahreen Razzaq Bhutto:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has any plan to ensure sustainable long
term growth in exports;

(b) the plan of Government for releasing of stuck refunds of
exporters; and

(c) the steps being taken by the Government to promote the non-
textile exports?

Minister for Commerce and Textile: (a) Pakistan’s low export growth
is primarily due to the structural distortions and anti-export bias in the policy
paradigm, which has eroded the competitiveness of export sector due to high cost
of doing business, energy costs, low productivity and increasing import tariffs on
inputs. The Government is undertaking the following policy measures to ensure
sustainable long term growth in export:

  I. Short Term Policy Measures:

i. Reduction of electricity tariff for the industry.

ii. Early refund of sales tax to ensure availability of liquidity for export
sector.

iii. Reduction of tariffs on raw materials and inputs.
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  II. Medium to Long Term Policy Strategy: The following medium to long
term policy measures that arc linked to the structural reform of the export
sector will be introduced in the current financial year:

i. Strategic Trade Policy Framework (STPF) 2018-23: Strategic
Trade Policy Framework (STPF) 2018-23 will cover the policy
interventions aimed at creating competitiveness, tariff reform,
investment in export-oriented production, integration into global value
chains, enhanced market access, institutional strengthening and
improvement in export eco system etc.

ii. Trade Related Investment Policy Framework: To channelize
investment into export-oriented production and competitive import
substitution. The five-year policy will identify the priority sectors with
a comprehensive package of incentives for investment in the export
oriented sectors.

iii. National Tariff Policy: Ministry of Commerce is finalizing National
Tariff Policy, which make the tariff structure to reflect trade policy
priorities, improving competitiveness through duty-free access to
imported raw materials and encouraging value addition through the
principle of cascading of tariffs and removing anomalies in the tariff
structure. The policy will aim to encourage value added exports of
the country.

(b) Stuck refunds of the exporters can he categorized into two broader
categories i.e. sales tax refunds that come under the purview of the FBR and
refunds of PM package that are being managed by SBP, Finance Division and
Commerce Division jointly. Commerce Division has always facilitated the exporters
keeping in view the liquidity crunch. The following steps have been taken by
Commerce Division for early release of refunds:

(i) Simplification of procedure for submission of claims.

Commerce Division has simplified the procedure for submission of
claims to SBP in consultation with all the relevant stakeholders.

(ii) Repeated requests to Finance Division for release of payment.

As of 17-10-2018 claims amounting to Rs. 36 billion (annex) have
been approved by SBP but are pending due to non availability of
budget. Commerce Division has already requested Finance Division
to release the amount.
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(c) The following measures were taken by the Government to promote
the non-textile export:

   A. Strategic Trade Policy Framework 2015-18:

i. Product Development: Matching grant upto a maximum of Rs. 5
(five) Million for specified plant and machinery or specified items to
improve product design and encourage innovation in SMEs and
export sectors of leather, pharmaceutical and fisheries.

ii. Branding and Certification Development Support: Matching
grant to facilitate the branding and certification for faster growth of
the SME, and export sector in Pakistan’s economy through
Intellectual Property Registration (including trade and service marks),
Certification and Accreditation.

iii. Draw-back for local taxes and levies (DLTL): DLTL is being
given to exporters on FOB values of their enhanced exports if
increased by 10% and beyond (over last year’s exports) at the rate
of 4% on increased exports.

iv. Technology Up-gradation: provided an incentive for technology
up-gradation in the shape of investment support of 20% and
mark-up support of 50% up to a maximum of Rs. 1 (one) Million
per annum per company for import of new plant and machinery for
fans, home, appliances, rice, cutler and sports goods.

   B. Prime Minister’s Package of Incentive: In the recent past the following
measures have been taken by the Government to diversify markets,
promote exports of non-textile sectors:

I. An Export Enhancement Package of PKR 180 billion applicable for
18 months from 16th January, 2017 to 30th June 2018 was approved
to facilitate exports and to arrest declining trends for Gloves, football
and other sports goods, leather garments, footwear, surgical and
cutlery. This incentive for 2016-17 was available for exporters without
any condition of increase in exports, which was subsequently extended
to 2017-18 for the above mentioned sectors.

II. To further facilitate the exporters, the existing package has been
enhanced further vide Economic Co-ordination Committee (ECC)
of the Cabinet decision dated 30th May 2018 -for next three years
2018-21 with the addition of more non textile sectors like electric
fans, transport equipment, auto parts &accessories, machinery
including electric, furniture, stationary, fruits, vegetables, meat and
meat preparation to the existing sectors.
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7. *Dr. Nafisa Shah:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state
whether Pakistan is a signatory to Arms Trade Treaty; if not, the
reasons for not signing it?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): Pakistan is not yet a signatory of the Arms Trade Treaty. Pakistan’s
decision on signature/ ratification or otherwise of the treaty is being processed
through a national inter-agency process under an Inter-Ministerial Group with
the Ministry of Defence Production in the lead. Other members of the Group
include Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Interior,
Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Industry, Joint Staff Head Quarters, General
Head Quarters (MO Directorate) and Pakistan Ordnance Factory. The Group
is examining the legal, political and technical aspects of the Treaty and the
legislative, regulatory and administrative measures that Pakistan’s possible
accession to the Treaty will entail.

One drawback of the Treaty from Pakistan’s perspective is that while
seeking to regulate the trade in arms and ensuring that they are not diverted to
illicit channels, the Treaty ignores the need to address dangerous accumulations
of arms by states which could aggravate regional asymmetries. The suppliers
are under no compulsion to prevent destabilizing arms buildup by a single
state.

While we support the objectives of the Treaty, we are concerned on
the continuation of exclusive export control regimes with specific rights for
their participants. These benefits do not accrue to the States parties of the
international treaties which on their part agree to take up all the obligations
without any return.

Background: The UN General Assembly (UNGA) through a resolution
adopted the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) on 2 April 2013. It was approved by a
recorded vote of 154 in favour. Iran, North Korea and Syria voted against.
China, Russia and India along with some Arab countries abstained. Pakistan
had some reservations on the process followed for adoption of the Treaty.
However, we voted in favour of the resolution adopting the Treaty to
demonstrate our solidarity with the people and states negatively impacted by
unregulated and illicit trade in conventional arms.
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The Treaty was opened for signature on 3 June 2013 at New York. To
date 138 States have signed the ATT while 99 States have ratified the Treaty. The
Treaty has entered into force on 24 December 2014 i.e. six months after ratification
by 50th state.

Current status of Pakistan’s ratification of ATT: Pakistan’s positive
vote on adoption of the Treaty reflects our positive approach towards international
initiatives which do not impinge on our vital interests. However, Pakistan expressed
its reservation on the selective interpretation of the rules of procedure and departure
from the established working methods, including the consensus rule, during the
negotiations and adoption of the Treaty.

Preparations for Pakistan’s decision on signature/ratification or otherwise
of the treaty are underway through a thorough national inter-agency process in the
Inter-Ministerial Group. The Policy group is examining all aspects of the Treaty
and its possible implications for Pakistan. All concerned national stakeholders are
included in this inter-agency process.

8. *Ms. Shahida Rehmani:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination be pleased to state
the steps being taken by the Government for the promotion of Sports
particularly Hockey, Football and Squash as the standards of such
games are deteriorating day-by-day?

Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination (Dr. Fehmida Mirza):
The Ministry of Sports has been devolved in consequence of 18th Constitutional
Amendment and role of Federal Government has become limited. However, the
Federal Government through Pakistan Sports Board provides funds to respective
National Sports Federation for holding the national championships, participation
in international competitions and training at home and abroad.

To improve the sports standards recently, the Prime Minister of Pakistan
has constituted a working group under Mr. Ehsan Mani, Chairman, PCB to reform
sports structures and make recommendation to promote sports (including Hockey,
Football and Squash).

PSB provides its venues to hold training camps to the federations i.e.
Hockey, Football and Squash.
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9. *Mr. Muhammad Jamal-Ud-Din:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for States and Frontier Regions be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that many Internally Displaced Persons
have not been paid compensation despite completion of
process;

(b) if the answer to part (a) above is in affirmative, the reasons
thereof and the time by which such compensation shall be paid?

Minister for States and Frontier Regions: (a) Rs. 8,045 Million were
allocated for 27,107 damaged houses as compensation in the approved
summary (Annex-I).

Till date, survey of 49,881 houses have been reported as completed
against which Rs. 7,240 Million released have been released to Deputy
Commissioner, South Waziristan for compensation of 20,741 beneficiaries.

The remaining cases of 29,140 are under process at different stages
of completion like verification/ validation, approval of Steering Committee,
entries in MIS, Desk Monitoring etc.

(b) It’s a continuous process. Only when complete cases are
submitted, the District Administration’s demands for funds will be met out by
the Merged Areas secretariat as per approved SOP of CLCP.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

10. *Ms. Shazia Marri:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has conducted research to identify
barriers/weaknesses that Pakistani exporters face in the
international markets; if so,  the details thereof;
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(b) the steps being taken by the Government to address such barriers
by using the World Trade Organization and other forums
available at international level; and

(c) the steps being taken for multilateral trading system to promote
exports and manage imports rather than focusing on only
negotiations?

Minister for Commerce and Textile: (a) Each Commercial Counsellor
posted abroad has to prepare a report on the barriers faced by Pakistani
exporters within six months of his/her arrival. The barriers faced by Pakistani
exporters are mainly related to Technical barriers to trade (TBT), Sanitary
and Phyto-sanitary measures (SPS), high fee structure for registration of
products, and issuance of visas. These trade barriers faced by Pakistani
exporters in day to day trade are raised with the countries concerned through
multilateral platform like WTO and during bilateral meetings of Joint Trade
Committees as well as Joint Trade Groups for their early resolution. Mutual
recognition Agreements and harmonization of standards are undertaken just
to address the quality standards that might otherwise be used as NTBs.

To ensure compliance with Sanitary and Phyto Sanitary (plant, animal
and human health) regulations Commerce ministry works in close collaboration
with the Department of Plant Protection. To address the TBT issues, Pakistan
Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) has been established for
Standardization and Conformity Assessment. The infrastructure for testing
laboratories is available in Pakistan, however many test results are not accepted
in European markets and exporters have to get the tests done from
internationally accredited labs in other countries.

To ensure quality, third party verification is also introduced; buyers
often have private standards according to consumer preferences that go beyond
international standards of plant, animal and human health. Similarly, different
markets have their own standards for various goods and services; efforts are
being made through multilateral trade forums such as WTO for harmonization
of standards.

(b) The World Trade Organization provides two types of mechanisms
for countries who are aggrieved by trade barriers of other countries.
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Firstly, WTO allows for mechanism in bilateral agreements for
resolution of disputes in the form of Joint Review Committee and working
groups as required.

Secondly, Members can raise Specific Trade Concerns under various
Committees / Councils of the WTO regarding the measures of other members
which are seemingly against the WTO law and are trade restrictive. This
provides an opportunity for members to seek removal of the trade barriers
through mutual consultations and negotiations. Usually, a trade concern is raised
after information is received through the exporters about any specific trade
restriction applied by the importing member. The government of the exporting
country can then raise the issue in the WTO through its Mission.

Thirdly, the WTO has a Dispute Settlement Mechanism where
members can file disputes against the illegal measures of another member.

Pakistan has used all three channels in the recent past to address specific
concerns raised by the members. Some examples from the last couple of years
are as follows:

1. Pakistan was able to resolve the issue of ban on Pakistani Kinnow
by Indonesia using the bilateral Joint Trade Committee. As a result
of negotiations, not only did Indonesia lift the ban on Pakistani kinnow
but also the time limit for import of kinnow from Pakistan was
enhanced.

2. EU imposed countervailing duties on export of PET from Pakistan.
Considering the duties illegal, the government of Pakistan challenged
the measure in the WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body. The case was
decided in favour of Pakistan. The EU filed an appeal and the matter
was again decided in favour of Pakistan. The Pakistan Mission to
the WTO played a central role in this dispute and achieved this historic
outcome. As a result of this historic decision, the United States, which
had imposed countervailing duties on Steel products decided to
remove the duties.

3. On the complaint of exporters, Pakistan has raised specific issues of
restrictions on export of  pharmaceutical products in Ghana. The
matter is being discussed bilaterally with the Mission of Ghana at the
WTO.



19

4. On the complaint of exporters of rice to Kenya, Pakistan has raised
the issue of certain restrictions with the Kenyan Mission. The matter
is ongoing and the Mission is lobbying to have it resolved at the
bilateral level.

5. The Mission to the WTO has also bilaterally engaged the countries
of the European Free Trade Area (EFTA, i.e. Switzerland,
Liechtenstein, Norway and Iceland) for removing their trade barriers
through a negotiated Free Trade Agreement. Through the efforts of
this Mission, the EFTA countries have agreed to start FTA
negotiations with Pakistan which would result in meaningful market
access for Pakistan in these countries.

(c) The Multilateral trading system comprises a set of treaties and
agreements which enable countries to trade with each other while setting rules
collectively. The WTO provides a forum for negotiating agreements aimed at
reducing obstacles to international trade and ensuring a level playing field for
all. Thus, the very objective of the multilateral trading system in fact, is to
ensure unhindered trade without barriers.

The WTO also provides a legal and institutional framework for the
implementation and monitoring of these agreements, as well as for settling
disputes arising from their interpretation and application. The current body of
trade agreements comprising the WTO consists of 16 different multilateral
agreements (to which all WTO members are parties).

WTO’s main activities are:

1. Negotiating the reduction or elimination of obstacles to trade (import
tariffs, other barriers to trade) and agreeing on rules governing the
conduct of international trade (e.g. antidumping, subsidies, product
standards, etc.).

2. Administering and monitoring the application of the WTO’s agreed
rules for trade in goods, trade in services, and trade-related intellectual
property right.

3. Monitoring and reviewing the trade policies of members, as well as
ensuring transparency of regional and bilateral trade agreements.
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4. Settling disputes among members regarding the interpretation and
application of the agreements

5. Building capacity of developing country government officials in
international trade matters

6. Assisting the process of accession of countries who are not yet
members of the organization.

All decisions in the WTO are taken on the basis of Consensus. Moreover,
any proposals on functional matters of the organization or related to multilateral
market access are taken after negotiations between members once consensus is
achieved.

11. *Syed Javed Husnain:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the steps being taken to develop better relations between India
and Pakistan; and

(b) the steps being taken to resolve the issue of Kashmir and dispute
over water with India?

 
Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain

Qureshi): (a) In line with the Quaid’s vision of a peaceful neighborhood,
Pakistan wishes to have good relation with all its neighbors, including India. In
his maiden speech, the Prime Minister Khan indicated his intentions of taking
two steps if India takes one to improve bilateral relations. In his response to
PM Modi’s felicitation message expressing the need for ‘constructive
engagement’, PM Khan emphasized Pakistan’s desire for peaceful relations
with India and proposed a way forward to resume the dialogue process.

He proposed a meeting of the Foreign Ministers of India and Pakistan
at the sidelines of United Nations General Assembly (UNGS) Session in
September this year. PM Khan also proposed the meeting of SAARC Council
of Foreign Ministers in Islamabad followed by SAARC Summit, whereby,
PM Modi could visit Pakistan and restore the Dialogue Process.
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Regrettably in an abrupt development, India cancelled the meeting of
FMs, less than 24 hours after agreeing to it on baseless pretexts i.e the issuance
of stamps (in July 2018 by Pakistan commemorating Indian human rights
violations in IOK) and killing of a Border Security Force soldier on the Working
Boundary. Firstly, the alleged killing of BSF soldier took place two days prior
to the Indian announcement of its agreement to hold the bilateral meeting.
Pakistan offered joint search and investigation into the matter, which was
declined by India. Secondly, the postage stamps mentioned in the Indian
statement were issued in July 2018. In line with Pakistan’s consistent public
policy the stamps highlight the gross and systematic human rights violations in
IoK which have also been extensively documented in a comprehensive report
issued by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights as late as June 2018.

Indian cancellation of the meeting on baseless grounds wasted yet
another opportunity for both countries to resolve their outstanding issues and
for the region to embark on a path of peace and development.

Yet, Pakistan decided not to dwell on this, as we believe in moving
forward. Pakistan initiated and persevered with the proposal to open the
Kartarpura corridor and overcame all obstacles in that regard. Opening the
corridor linking Darbar Sahib Kartarpur in Pakistan with Dera Baba Nanak in
India to allow Sikhs access to their most reverential place of worship has
been a longstanding demand of the Sikhs. The global interconnected world of
today demands peaceful coexistence. This is a step forward in the right direction
from conflict to cooperation, animosity to peace and enmity to friendship.
This Pakistani initiative can be a precursor to bring a major change in the
adversarial relationship that we find ourselves in, in South Asia since the last
7 decades.

We further seek the guidance of this august House.

(b) “Efforts undertaken by the Government to resolve Jammu
and Kashmir Dispute”

The dispute of Jammu and Kashmir is the cornerstone of Pakistan’s
foreign policy and the Government of Pakistan attaches immense significance
to it.
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Pakistan believes that Indian intransigence to resolve the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute continues to hamper the peace and prosperity of the people
of South Asian region, which was categorically highlighted by the Prime Minister
of Pakistan in his letter to Prime Minister Modi. Regrettably, Pakistan’s peace
overtures have not been reciprocated by India.

In his speech at the 73rd UN General Assembly, the Foreign Minister
especially focused on the Jammu and Kashmir dispute, highlighting Indian
atrocities in IoK and stressing the importance of a solution to the problem for
durable peace in South Asia.

The Foreign Minister of Pakistan also called upon for a SAARC Summit
at the sidelines of 73rd UNGA Session, however, India’s undiplomatic behavior
continue to obstruct any meaningful development.

The Government of Pakistan will continue to stress for the amicable
solution of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute in light with the United Nations
Security Council Resolutions.

Steps undertaken to resolve Water Disputes with India

Pakistan has objected on technical grounds and based upon a strict
interpretation of the IWT. In its various meetings with India, Pakistan’s
Permanent Commissioner for Indus Waters has urged that the two parties
should converge and arrive at resolution of all disputes according to the letter
and spirit of the IWT 1960.

The Pakistan side has always favored swiftest resolution of all the
issues so as to preserve the sanctity of the Treaty and has engaged in good
faith negotiations with India at the World Bank. Furthermore, Pakistan has
always stated that the meeting of Commission should be conducted frequently
to have enough opportunity to deliberate on all the matters required to make
the functioning of the PIC more efficient and meaningful.

Despite Pakistan’s best efforts, India’s attitude towards the Treaty’s
implementation remains non-cooperative. India remains reluctant in arranging
periodic meetings and tours of inspections and giving timely and complete
data of river flows, which is obligatory under the Indus Waters Treaty.
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12. *Ms. Uzma Riaz:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination be pleased to
state the steps taken by Pakistan Sports Board during the last
five years to improve the Sports facilities and explore talent in
Mansehra district?

 
Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination (Dr. Fehmida Mirza):

Provincial Governments and District Authorities are responsible for improvement
of the sports facilities at District level. Similarly, talent hunt is responsibility of
respective District Sport Association of Mansehra, therefore, it is not mandate of
the Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) to hunt the talent at District level.

13. *Mr. Mahesh Kumar Malani:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the details of
agreements/ MoUs signed between Pakistan and China during recent
visit of Prime Minister of Pakistan to China?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): At the invitation of H.E. Li Keqiang, Premier of the State Council of
the People’s Republic of China, Prime Minister Imran Khan made his maiden
official visit to China on November 2-5, 2018. During his visit, Prime Minister
called on Mr. Xi Jinping, President of China, held delegation level talks with Premier
Li Keqiang, and met with H.E. Li Zhanshu, Chairman of the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress, and Vice President Wang Qishan.

A total of 15 Agreements/MoUs relating to various sectors were signed
between China and Pakistan during the visit of Prime Minister. (Annexed). As a
result of the agreement between Pakistan and China, the strategic dialogue between
Foreign Secretary level has been elevated to Foreign Minister’s level which would
ensure better coordination on strategic issues. Similarly, treaty on transfer of
sentenced prisoners has been signed between Pakistan and China which would
allow Pakistani prisoners in China to complete their remaining sentences in Pakistan.

As per the vision of the government, the focus of MoUs is on enhancing
cooperation in socio-economic development, agricultural cooperation, poverty,
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reduction, strengthening trade and economic relations and expanding ties in science
and technology, climate change and security fields. Under CPEC  JCC mechanism,
a separate JWG on socio-economic development has also been set up.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

14. *Mr. Sher Akbar Khan:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state whether there is any proposal under
consideration of the Government to establish OPF school and college
in Buner; if so, when; if not, the reasons thereof?

Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development: OPF has established 24 educational institutions across Pakistan
including AJK.

At present no proposal for establishment of school and college in Buner
is under consideration, as OPF Board of Governors in its 126th meeting held
on 4th March, 2015 resolved that;

“OPF should not establish new Educational Institutions in any
rented building and low Overseas Pakistanis concentrated areas.”

“OPF may explore the possibilities to establish OPF educational
institutions in purpose built buildings in its own Housing Schemes.”

It is further submitted that the OPF Board of Governors in its 146th
meeting held on 07-09-2018 has resolved to approve a new vision for the
Foundation according to which OPF’s role has been changed from an
Operator to a Facilitator. Therefore, establishment of new educational
institution would not be undertaken. Moreover, since families of Overseas
Pakistanis are scattered throughout the country and are not concentrated in
selective areas only, OPF is shifting its focus from investing huge funds on
establishment of new institutions to utilizing funds for the direct benefit of children
of Overseas Pakistanis by providing them financial assistance in terms of
stipends / scholarships / education insurance.
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15. *Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the details of countries, which were visited by the present
Prime Minister, Federal Ministers for Foreign Affairs and
Finance for seeking/urging financial assistance to boost the
economy of the country alongwith outputs/results of such visits;
and

(b) whether such visited countries pledged any financial assistance
either in terms of loans or grants to Pakistan; if so, the details
thereof?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): (a) & (b)

Visits to Saudi Arabia

The Prime Minister accompanied by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs and
Finance visited Saudi Arabia on a State visit on 16-17 September 2018 at the
invitation of King Salman bin Abdulaziz, The purpose of his maiden visit to the
Kingdom was to forge close relations with between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
and better understanding with Saudi leadership. He called on His Majesty and
held talks with the Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. The visit was followed
by a high powered delegation led by Saudi Minister for Energy to Pakistan on
01 October 201 8. The purpose of the visit was to enhance bilateral trade relations.

The Prime Minister again visited the Kingdom on 22-23 October 2018 at
the invitation of Saudi King to participate in the Future Investment Initiative (FII)
Conference. The Prime Minister also addressed an exclusive Pakistan session.

During the Prime Minister’s visit to KSA for FII Conference, the following
major outcomes were achieved:

i. Reduction of visa fee for Pakistani workers.

ii. Deposit of US$ 3 billion in the State Bank of Pakistan by Saudi
Arabia for a period of one year as balance of payment support;



26

iii. Import of oil on one year deferred payment facility, up to US$ 3
billion, the arrangement will be in place for three years, which will be
reviewed thereafter;

iv. Willingness of Saudi Arabia to invest in a petroleum refinery in
Pakistan, and

v. Development of mineral resources in Balochistan.

Visits to UAE

The Prime Minister visited UAE on 19 September 2018 at the invitation
of the Crown Prince Muhammad Bin Zayed and held delegation level talks with
Crown Prince. It was agreed agreed to convene 12th Joint Ministerial Commission
in February 2019, to finalize pending MoUs/Agreements and reinvigorate robust
economic, trade and investment relations.

The Prime Minister’s visit to UAE was followed by a high level delegation
comprising CEOs/senior officials of major UAE companies, visited Pakistan on
26 October 2018, headed by Dr. Sultan Al-Jaber, Minister of State/ CEO of
ADNOC. The sides agreed to prepare a robust economic development plan.

The Prime Minister again visited the UAE on 18 November 2018 at the
invitation of the Crown Prince of UAE. He was accompanied by a high level
delegation comprising Ministers for Foreign Affairs, Finance, Petroleum, Power
and Advisor to the Prime Minister on Commerce. During the delegation level talks
with the Crown Prince, both sides focused on bilateral, regional and global interests.
They resolved to strengthen the existing bilateral relations and transform the special
relations into a Strategic Long Term Economic Partnership.

Visit to China

At the invitation of .H.E. Li Keqiang, Premier of the State Council of the
People’s Republic of China, Prime Minister Imran Khan made his maiden official
visit to China on November 2-5, 2018. During his visit, Prime Minister called on
Mr. Xi Jinping, President of China, held delegation level talks with Premier
Li Keqiang, and met with H.E. Li Zhanshu, Chairman of the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress, and Vice President Wang Qishan. Meetings
with China’s top leadership were marked by traditional warmth and understanding.
The leaders of the two countries discussed the entire gamut of bilateral relations
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and exchanged views on array of topics of mutual interest. Prime Minister
Imran Khan also delivered speech at the Party School of the CPC Central
Committee. A total of 15 Agreements/MoUs relating to various sectors were signed
between China and Pakistan.

2. Prime Minister Imran Khan also visited Shanghai to participate in
the First China International Import Expo (CIIE). He was a key-note speaker at
the opening ceremony of CIIE inaugurated by President Xi Jinping. He also met
Chinese corporate leaders during the visit.

3. Economic and trade issues were also discussed with the Chinese
side. Modalities in this regard will be jointly worked out by the two sides.

16. *Ms. Shahida Rehmani:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state the number of persons being given
disability pension and old-age pension under EOBI including the
province-wise details alongwith the prescribed criteria therefor?

Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development:
——————————————————————————————

Province Total Number of Old Age Total Number of
Pensioners Invalidity Pensioners

——————————————————————————————

Sindh 82,702 1,769

Punjab 112,051 2,316

KPK 25,186 737

Balochistan 3,569 75

Gilgit-Baltistan 666 30

Islamabad 9,982 96

——————————————————————————————
Total: 234,156 5,023

——————————————————————————————
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Criteria for Old Age Pension

An insured person shall be entitled to a monthly old-age pension
provided that: —

a. he is over sixty (60) years of age, or fifty five (55) years in the case
of a woman, and

b. contributions in respect of him/ her were paid for not less than
fifteen (15) years

Criteria For Invalidity Pension

An insured person who sustains invalidity, effecting insured persons earning
more than one third of normal shall be entitled to an invalidity pension at the rate to
be calculated according to the formula set out in the Schedule provided that:-

a. contributions in respect of him were paid for not less than fifteen
(15) years; or

b. contributions in respect of him were paid for not less than five years
since his entry into insurable employment and for not less than
three (03) years during the period of five (05) years preceding the
month in which he sustains invalidity; and

c. in either case, he is under sixty (60) years of age, or fifty five
(55) years in the case of a woman.

17. *Mr. Kesoo Mal Kheeal Das:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the present Government is highlighting the incidents
of Indian aggression in Occupied Kashmir in the United Nations
and other international organizations/forums; and

(b) the steps taken by the Government to stop the Indian atrocities
in Occupied Kashmir?
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Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): (a) Efforts undertaken by Government to Highlight Jammu and
Kashmir dispute at International Forums:

In line with our principled policy of extending political, diplomatic and
moral support to the Kashmiri people for their right of self determination, Pakistan
continues to highlight the Indian atrocities in IOK at all forums including the Human
Rights Council and the UNGA. Furthermore:

 The Jammu &Kashmir dispute and Indian atrocities in IOK were
also raised by the FM at the 73rd Session of UNGA during his visit,
including during his bilateral interactions.

 The Foreign Minister also attended the meeting of the OIC Contact
Group on Jammu and Kashmir chaired by the OIC Secretary General,
held on the sidelines of the 73rd Session of UNGA and forcefully
highlighted Indian atrocities in IoK particularly in context of the
OHCHR Report on Kashmir.

 On our invitation, the former Senator of Australia and human rights
activist, Ms. Lee Rhiannon visited Pakistan and Azad Jammu &
Kashmir from 30th August — 5th September, 2018. The visit aimed
to highlight the contrast between the human rights situation in AJ&K
and IoK and rebut the baseless Indian propaganda to draw
equivalence between IoK and AJ&K.

 The visit of the delegation of All Party Parliamentary Group on
Kashmir (APPKG), which comprised British MPs, to Pakistan and
AJK from 18th September to 20th September, 2018 was arranged.
The delegation met IoK Refugees in Muzaffarabad and visited the
LoC and was comprehensively briefed on the Jammu & Kashmir
dispute and the Indian intransigence hindering its resolution despite
more than seven decades.

 The UK’s All Parliamentary Group on Kashmir (APPKG), a multi-
partisan group on Kashmir, launched its report in the British Parliament
in 30th October, 2018, assessing human rights situation in the Indian
occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IoK). This is the first ever Report
produced by the Parliamentary Group in its 30 years history.
APPKG’s Report questions the morality and legality of parallel Indian
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legal apparatus in the IoK; criticizes impunity being enjoyed by Indian
occupation forces; deplores IoK government’s reluctance to ascertain
identity of bodies in unmarked graves and condemns the use of pellet
guns by Indian occupation forces. The publication of this report over
the heels of UN OHCHR Report on Jammu and Kashmir, lends
further credence to Pakistan’s argument on the Indian atrocities in
IoK.

 Kashmir Black Day (27th October) and Kashmiri Solidarity Day
(5th February) is regularly observed in Pakistan and our Missions
abroad to commemorate the relentless struggle of the people of IoK
against the illegal occupation of India.

 In a recent spate of violence in IoK (22nd October, 2018), Indian
occupation forces killed more than 23 innocent Kashmiris while
dozens were injured, in Kulgam district in IoK. Following the killing
spree, Indian authorities imposed curfew and suspended internet
services in IoK.

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been regularly condemning brutal
Indian aggression in IoK and called for an international investigation
of India’s human rights atrocities in IoK, as recommended by the
OHCHR Report on Jammu and Kashmir.

 Foreign Minister also addressed letters to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights and OIC Secretary General,
drawing their attention to the recent killings of innocent Kashmiris by
the Indian occupation forces.

(b) Efforts undertaken by Government to stop the Indian atrocities
in Occupied Kashmir

The Government of Pakistan condemns in the strongest terms the violation
of fundamental human rights including right to life as enshrined in the international
covenants and international laws.

Pakistan has repeatedly called for an independent and impartial investigation
into the gross human rights violations in IoK, which has also been recommended
by the UN OHCHR groundbreaking report on Jammu and Kashmir.
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We are continuing to follow the situation closely and are always there
for the help and support for our Kashmiri brothers and sisters.

Pakistan will continue to extend political, diplomatic and moral support
to the Kashmiri people in their just struggle until they achieve their legitimate
right of self-determination as acknowledged by the United Nations Security
Council Resolutions.

18. *Ms. Nafeesa Inayatullah Khan Khattak:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that during the last three years, Pakistan 
had demand orders for exporting goods to the international
market but did not export the goods on time due to shortage
of electricity and gas;

(b) if so, the steps taken by the present Government to address
the said problem immediately for future exports?

Minister for Commerce and Textile: (a) During 2014-17, Pakistan’s
industrial production and  resultantly exports had been affected due to shortage
of electricity and gas.

Yet, it is encouraging to note that the exports of the country are
increasing at present.

i. In FY 2018, the exports registered positive growth of 13.7%
from USD 20.4 billion to USD 23.2 billion.

ii. In the current financial year (July-October 2018-19), the exports
have registered positive growth of 3.5% from USD 7.28 billion
to USD 7.03 billion and 25% in rupee terms from Rs. 741.3
billion to Rs. 915.8 billion.

(b) The Government has taken following steps to tackle the above
issue:—
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Power / electricity Sector:—

On the supply side, electricity generation has been increased by
13,174 MW resulting in elimination of load shedding. The load management in
DISCOs is being carried out not because of generation shortfall but due to category
wise Aggregate Technical & Commercial losses (AT &C).

Gas Sector:—

Present Government has decided to provide subsidized gas to the industrial
sector (exporters of five zero rated sectors namely: textile including jute, carpets,
leather, sports and surgical goods). Further, the priority of system gas has been
revised to bring the five zero rated sectors at second priority along with the power
sector.

In view of the above, it is apparent that the supply of energy to the industrial
sector will be available in future leading to better produce having a positive impact
on export basket.

19. *Ms. Mussarat Rafiq Mahesar:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the problems being faced by the Pakistanis residing in Syria,
Iraq and Qatar at present; and

(b) the steps being taken by the Pakistan Embassies over there to
resolve the said problems?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): (a) & (b)

Qatar

(a)  Pakistanis in Qatar face almost the same problems that are faced
generally in Middle East. Overseas Pakistanis face problems in Qatar
often due to lack of awareness of local labour and immigration laws
and language barrier. Free visa workers also face problems.

 Our community members also face difficulty in renewal of visas /
Iqamas as passports and permits.



33

  Medical treatment, being expensive in Qatar generally, is also not
affordable by our workers especially those in the category of labour
class.

 Embassy of Pakistan holds regular meetings with relevant Qatari
authorities from time to time to tackle the problems faced by Pakistani
nationals in the State of Qatar.

 In a recent meeting with official of International Cooperation
Department, the Qatari side assured that the problem of Azad visas
and resultant deportation would be resolved after the opening of
Qatari visa centers in Pakistan. These centers would regulate the
flow of recruitment and would stop exploitation of Pakistani workers.
Such centers are to be opened up soon in Pakistan with mutual
collaboration of both States. Furthermore, regarding change of
sponsorship of Pakistani females, the issue will be dealt with-in the
local laws as Qatari authorities usually deport such spouses of
Pakistani nationals.

 In cases of over stay, fine is collected only from those Pakistanis
who intend to come back to Qatar. But if the intention is otherwise,
they are usually blacklisted.

 Regarding resolution of registration issue of Pakistani students, the
matter has been raised with Ministry of Education and Higher
Education for updating the list of recognized/approved universities
of Pakistan as per the available list of Higher Education Commission
of Pakistan.

(b)  Embassy of Pakistan holds regular meetings with relevant Qatari
authorities from time to time to tackle the problems faced by Pakistani
nationals in the State of Qatar.

 In a recent meeting with official of International Cooperation
Department, the Qatari side assured that the problem of Azad visas
and resultant deportation would be resolved after the opening of
Qatari visa centers in Pakistan. These centers would regulate the
flow of recruitment and would stop exploitation of Pakistani workers.
Such centers are to be opened up soon in Pakistan with mutual
collaboration of both States. Furthermore, regarding change of
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sponsorship of Pakistani females, the issue will be dealt with-in the
local laws as Qatari authorities usually deport such spouses of
Pakistani nationals.

 In cases of over stay, fine is collected only from those Pakistanis
who intend to come back to Qatar. But if the intention is otherwise,
they are usually blacklisted.

 Regarding resolution of registration issue of Pakistani students, the
matter has been raised with Ministry of Education and Higher
Education for updating the list of recognized/approved universities
of Pakistan as per the available list of Higher Education Commission
of Pakistan.

Syria

(a)  Pakistanis are facing the problem of issuance of NICOP. As per
SOPs issued by Ministry of Interior, the timeframe for issuance of
NICOP/POC is three months, however, printed NICOP/POCs reach
Mission in one year or more, which causes hurdles in making of
MRP, local residence permits and especially issuance of MRP to
new born babies.

 A few Pakistani nationals are reported to be stuck/held in northern
parts of Syria, the areas which are not under the control of Syrian
authorities at present.

(b)  Mission has been taking up the matter with NADRA authorities for
issuance of NICOP to the Pakistanis residing in Syria considering as
a special case due to the turmoil and security situation in the country.

 Mission has been vigorously following the issues of missing Pakistanis
with Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and seeks their assistance in
early evacuation/release of these Pakistanis. However, it is to be
noted that at present these areas are not under control of Syrian
authorities. Mission has been utilizing other contacts through local
NGOs such as ICRC and UNHCR, for repatriation of these
Pakistanis.
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Iraq

(a)  Overseas Pakistanis living/working in Iraq are facing problems of
non-availability of Machine Readable Passports (MRP). Pakistanis
living in Iraq have to go to Pakistan for issuance of MRP.

 A large number of Pakistani diaspora is living/working in semi
autonomous Kurdistan Region of Iraq which includes four
governorates i.e. Ebil, Dohuk, Sulemaniya and Halabja. The people
living in Kurdistan Region require visas to visit any other governorate
of Iraq. This situation restricts the Pakistanis living in Kurdistan Region
to visit the Embassy of Pakistan in Baghdad for availing consular
services. Setting up of a Consulate in Erbil, capital of Kurdistan
Region, can resolve this issue.

 No agreement regarding exchange/transfer of prisoners exists
between Pakistan and Iraq. Presently, there are seven (07) convicted
Pakistanis sentenced 6-15 years of imprisonment for their involvement
in different crimes. Signing of MoU on exchange/ transfer of Pakistani
prisoners can help in reducing the sufferings faced by the prisoners
and their families.

 Pakistani workers who join their employer companies in Iraq without
attestation of manpower demand and job agreements by the Embassy
lead to their exploitation at the hands of employers in terms of payment
of salaries, medical facilities, extension in visa/ Iqama, grant of leave
and air tickets etc. as per the job agreements.

(b)  Embassy issues manual passports to the Pakistanis living in Iraq and
their new born babies with a validity of one year. Embassy also issues
Emergency Passport to the destitute Pakistanis who lose their
passports and want to go back to Pakistan.

 In case of any disputes between the Pakistani workers who join
their employers without getting their jobs protected through
Protectorate of Emigrants and Iraqi employers, the Mission tries to
resolve the disputes in terms of salary, food, health, residence permit
and insurance etc throuh dialogue with both the parties.
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 Representative of the Mission visits Pakistani detainees in Jails,
deportation camps and police stations. All out efforts are made to
expedite their cases in the courts and to complete their procedures
for deportation to Pakistan as early as possible.

20. *Mr. Faheem Khan:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state whether
Shipping Companies are making exorbitant/ excess charges from
exporters; if so, protective measures taken by Government in this
regard?

Minister for Commerce and Textile: Transport sector is a diverse
sector and consists of various modes like by road, air and sea. Primarily it is a
private sector matter being dealt between shipping company and its clients.
Shipping companies charge to the exporters on the basis of freight competitive
rates. It is important to mention that Ministry of Commerce is sensitized to the
general and specific problems of Pakistani exporters but it has not received
any grievances from exporters related to excessive charges by shipping
companies.

21. *Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the steps being
taken to play more pro-active role to resolve intra-Muslim differences
among the Muslim countries and promote greater cooperation
bilaterally through the Organization of Islamic Countries?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): Pakistan has always extended support to all initiatives to resolve
differences and conflicts among Muslim countries and we would continue to
support all efforts whether at bilateral level or from the OIC platform to resolve
differences among Muslim countries.

In this spirit and to mitigate sufferings of brotherly people of Yemen
Pakistan has offered to mediate between the parties in the spirit of Islamic
solidarity and amity among the parties based on international law and UN
Security Council resolutions.
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22. *Syed Javed Husnain:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether steps are being taken to start direct flights between
Pakistan and Uzbekistan;

(b) the time by which our relations with Uzbekistan will become
more friendly; and

(c) the reasons for which the air link was discontinued between
both countries and the time by which the same will be restored?

 
Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain

Qureshi): (a) Uzbekistan Airways resumed its twice-weekly direct flight from
Lahore to Tashkent in April, 2017. Air connectivity is presently the best link
between Pakistan and Central Asian region. PIA was one of the first foreign
airlines to operate flights to Tashkent. However, these flights were suspended
due to low passenger traffic in December, 2004.

(b) Ever since its independence in 1991, Pakistan and Uzbekistan
continue to enjoy cordial bilateral relations, which are based on our common
culture and history. These relations are further strengthened by a common
vision for a peaceful, progressive and prosperous neighborhood.

(c) As conveyed, Uzbekistan Airways has already resumed its air
link between Lahore and Tashkent since April 2017. This air link had earlier
been discontinued due to the low frequency of passenger traffic. However,
the number of passengers destined for both Uzbekistan as well as onwards to
other destinations has continued to steadily increase. Any further clarification
regarding PIA’s operations to Uzbekistan may be obtained from their head
office in Karachi.

23. *Mr. Aftab Jehangir:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) the import policy for the year 2018-19; and
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(b) the details of total income earned from exports of the year
2017-18?

Minister for Commerce and Textile: (a) The government does not
issue a specific policy related to imports. However, an Import Policy Order is
issued periodically, which contains the regulatory provisions related to imports.
The last Import Policy currently in vogue is Import Policy Order, 2016. The
government is, however, in the process of formulation of National Tariff Policy
with the following objectives:

 To improve competitiveness of manufacturing, including the export
sector, through duty free access to imported raw materials by
rationalizing the tariff structure;

 To increase employment opportunities by attracting efficiency-seeking
investment in the manufacturing sector by making tariff regime
transparent and predictable;

 To lessen the distortions in the domestic price structure and improve
consumer welfare by reducing the burden of excessive protection;

 To remove anomalies in the tariff structure which is causing distortions
between sectors and in the value chain of the same sectors.

(b) Details of Foreign exchange earned during the Financial Year
2017-18 is given below (Annex-I):

Million US$
——————————————————————————————
S. No. Groups/Commodity July-June 2016-17 July-June, 2017-18
——————————————————————————————

1. Food Group 3711.2 4805.8

2 Textile Group 12,450.7 13521.7

3. Petroleum Group & Coal 189.3 393.6

4. Other manufactures Group 3096.5 3387.9

5. Others 974.5 1103.0

——————————————————————————————
Total: 20,422.2 23212.0

——————————————————————————————
source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)



39

24. *Ms. Tahira Aurangzeb:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for  Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
steps being taken by the Government to enhance exports to Qatar?

Minister for  Commerce and Textile: The Government of Pakistan,
Ministry of Commerce has taken the following steps to enhance exports to Qatar:

Conferences and Exhibitions

1. Successful meeting of Pak-Qatar Joint Business Council and B2B
meetings were organized on the sidelines of the visit of the Minister
for Commerce, Pakistan to Qatar on 6-8 May, 2017, with a business
delegation.

2. Pak-Qatar Business & Investment Opportunities Conference was
held on 28th February 2018 with more than 180 participants, jointly
with the Rawalpindi Chambers of Commerce (RCCI).The
Conference significantly raised Pakistan’s trade profile before Qataris
Ministry of Economy and Qatar’s Chamber.

3. Pakistan and Qatar held their 1St Business Conference in Islamabad
on 5th July 2018. The conference was followed by the B2B meetings
between Qatari and Pakistani Businessmen from food sector. The
delegation of 45 Qatari officials and Businessmen attended the event.
The Delegation was lead by H.E. Sheikh Ahmed Bin Jassim
Bin Mohammed Al Thani, Minister of Economy and Commerce of
the State of Qatar. A distribution Agreement between Al Qatariya
and Shield Corporation was also finalized as an outcome of B2B
meetings held in the said Conference.

After the successful G2G meeting in the said event, the Government
of Qatar agreed to support Pakistan in the following manner:

 Support Pakistan’s Position for holding the 3rd round of
negotiations of Pak- GCC FTA.

 Facilitating the Pakistani rice exports by offering them more
tenders in future through Central Tendering Committee’s (CTC)
which omitted Pakistan from rice tenders previously.
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 Investment projects were presented by leading Pakistani
Companies which were appreciated by the Qatari Government
and they invited the respective companies to Qatar for further
discussion on these projects.

 Moreover, both Governments agreed to enter into a Trade and
Economic Cooperation Agreement (TECA), Pakistani shared
draft of the Agreement with Qatar side.

4. International Product Exhibition and Conference (IPEC) was held
from 8th to 10th October, 2018 in Doha, Qatar, where 38 companies
participated from Pakistan and the theme of Emerging Pakistan was
depicted for Pakistani Pavilions. It is pertinent to mention that in
addition to the above participation, at least seven Pakistani companies
participated in International Products Exhibition & Conference
(IPEC) through their Qatari distributors with presence in the Qatari
Pavilion. Some of the highlights of the event are as follows:—

 Pakistan Pavilion was visited and appreciated by the
Prime Minister, Qatar’s Minister for Economy & Commerce,
Chairman Qatar Chamber, Chief Executive Qatar Airways
besides prominent businessmen and other Qatari notables.

 Vice President FPCCI also lead a business delegation having
businessmen from various sector.

 The officials of Ministry of Commerce and the Vice President
FPCCI also had meetings with the following Dignitaries:—

o Meeting with Mr. Yousuf Mohamed Al-Jaida,
Chief Executive Officer. Qatar Financial Centre (QFC)
on 8th October 2018.

o Meeting with H.E. Ahmad Bin Mohammed AlSayed,
Minister Of State And Chairman, Free Zones Authority
on 9th October 2018.

o Meeting with Mr. Abdul Rehman Issa Al-Mannai, Chief
Executive Officer, Milaha (Qatar Navigation) on 9th
October 2018.
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o Pakistani Companies were successful in securing orders from
light engineering sector, Pharmaceutical sector, food , meat and
dairy sector.

5. On 12-13th November 2018, a Qatar-Pakistan Business Forum
was arranged with the assistance of Embassy of Pakistan, Doha.
About 25 companies from Pakistan participated in the event including
9 companies belonging to the Fauji Foundation; Engro Corporation,
M/s Packages and M/s Interwood. Entire expenditure for the event
was borne by the State of Qatar.

6. Visa for Qatar was the biggest trade barrier in terms of trade. Pakistan
has managed to access Visa on Arrival facility, extended for all
Pakistan passport holders, with effect from 14 September 2017.

Business Delegations

B2B engagements facilitated by the Government of Pakistan and Pakistani
Mission at Qatar are as follows:—

 On 14th-15th August 2017, the Federation of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce & Industry (FPCCI) led by its President and a number
of leading businessmen from Pakistan made a visit to Qatar which
was fully supported by Pakistan’s Mission at Doha. Up to three
pharmaceutical companies including Getz Pharma, Martin Dow and
Pharmevo were introduced to Qatar’s Ministry of Public Health and
their products have now received registration due to the Mission’s
effective follow-up. A meeting was also arranged with Mwani Qatar
(Qatar Ports Management Authority).

 Following the visit, two successful shipping lines including a direct
shipping line by Milaha (Qatar Navigation) was introduced in
September 2017.

 A second delegation of FPCCI visited Doha in October 2017 to
participate in Qatar Food & Consumer Industries Exhibition from
26th to 29th October 2017. Four companies from Pakistan
participated in the Exhibition including Bombi’s Group (dealing in
lentils), Chase International (dealing in rice), Afeef Packages (food-
grade packaging) and Ahmed Associates Rice Mills (dealing in rice).
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Significant interest was seen in the products of Afeef Packages
because the packaging material for food was in short supply in Qatar
in wake of the blockade. Afeef Packages managed to secure orders
from KFC and Pizza Hut in Qatar.

 From 8th to 11th November 2017, a delegation of 11 Qatari
companies was invited to participate in Expo Pakistan which again
can be termed successful as M/s Shangrilla Food received a significant
monthly order from Noor Milk & Juice.

25. *Mr. Mohsin Dawar:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for States and Frontier Regions be pleased to state:

(a) the details of Budget used for development of each agency
of erstwhile FATA during the last five years;

(b) whether any irregularities/mal practices were reported while
using fund for said period; and

(c) the details of original budget separately earmarked  for each
said erstwhile agency during the said period? 

 
Minister for States and Frontier Regions: (a) Details of budget used

for development of each Agency of erstwhile FATA during the last five year is
attached at (Annex-I).

(b) The audit authorities did not report any irregularities/ mal practices in
using of funds to this Department during the said period.

(c) The details of original budget separately earmarked for each said
erstwhile agency during the said period is attached at (Annex-II).
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26. *Ms. Uzma Riaz:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination be pleased to state
whether there is any proposal under consideration of the Government
to provide international level sports facilities in Abbottabad; if so,
the details thereof?

Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination (Dr. Fehmida Mirza):
There is no proposal under consideration to develop international level sport
facility in Abbottabad.

27. *Ms. Nafeesa Inayatullah Khan Khattak:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state whether it is
a fact that Prime Minister of India, Narender Modi has depicted
dangerous situation of Pakistan Economy; if so, the counter narrative/
response of the Government in this regard?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): Indian domestic politics is highly influenced by anti-Pakistan rhetoric.
The Indian Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi often targets various situations
in Pakistan for political gains. We are not aware of any specific statement
from PM Modi on Pakistan’s economy. Yet, he frequently tries to divert the
attention of his domestic audience and the international community from
precarious economic situation of India and various other law and order issues
by blaming Pakistan and referring to any crisis which Pakistan might be going
through.

Prime Minister Modi had made tall promises during his election
campaign in 2014 and afterwards, but he failed to deliver on those promises.
There is distress in Indian economy due to policy misadventures such as
demonetization, corruption allegations in deals of purchase of military hardware
and tumultuous domestic environment. These factors have raised serious
questions in India and beyond on Mr. Modi’s leadership capabilities. Therefore,
there is likelihood that to shift the attention of the voters from failures of
Mr. Modi, anti-Pakistan sloganeering will rise especially from BJP as the
campaign for Indian general election in 2019 gears up.
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Pakistan remains vigilant about Indian propaganda and political gimmickry
and whenever there are any fallacious and politically motivated statements from
the Indian leadership against Pakistan, they are responded appropriately.

We further seek the guidance of this august House.

28. *Ms. Nuzhat Pathan:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the nature/status of Pak-Qatar relations during the last five
years; and

(b) the steps being taken by the present Government for improving
relations?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): (a) Pakistan and Qatar enjoy close, cordial and cooperative relations.
They share similar views on various regional and international issues and cooperate
at multilateral forums, especially at the UN and the OIC.

During the last five years, the relations have been marked by the following
VVIP visits from both sides:

 The Amir of Qatar visited Pakistan in March, 2015.

 The father of Amir, Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani visited
Pakistan in January, 2017.

 The former Prime Minister visited Qatar in February, 2016.

 The former President visited Doha in October, 2016.

Pakistan is Qatar’s 21st largest trade partner. Bilateral trade between
Pakistan and Qatar increased from US$ 255.4 million in 2013-14 to US$ 1844.45
million in 2017-18. As compared to Pakistan’s exports to Qatar in 2016-17,
there has been a substantive increase of 70.53%, following launching of Hamad
Port and its linking with Karachi Port through a ferry service in September 2017.
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Both the countries have established institutional mechanisms of
Bilateral Political Consultations (BPC) and Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC)
in April 1999.

Pakistan and Qatar have established a Defence Cooperation Forum
in 2010.

Moreover, the Amir of Qatar expressed interest in importing 100,000
additional manpower from Pakistan during his visit to Islamabad in March
2015. A Joint Committee on Labour has been formed between the two sides,
headed from our side by Secretary OP&HRD, to discuss details of export of
manpower to Qatar. Three meetings of the Committee have been held so far,
the last in Doha on 15th May 2018. Qatar has also decided to open Qatar
Visa Centers (QVCs) in Karachi and Islamabad to facilitate visa processing
of Pakistani manpower.

(b) With the setting in of the new government in Pakistan, our relations
with GCC are moving on a fast track. There have been high level contacts
between Pakistan and Qatar. The Foreign Minister held a meeting with his
Qatari counterpart in New York on the sidelines of 73rd UNGA in September
2018. Discussing bilateral political and economic relations between the two
countries, the Ministers decided to hold the next JMC in December this year.
It was also agreed to hold Bilateral Political Consultations at the same time.
The Qatari Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, H.E Mohammed Bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani visited Pakistan on 19 October 2018 to felicitate the
Prime Minister on assumption of office. The Prime Minister underlined the
commitment of his government to build mutually beneficial relations with Qatar,
for the benefit of the two peoples. He invited Qatari investment in all sectors
of Pakistan’s economy, especially in agriculture, livestock and energy. The
Prime Minister also expressed the hope for early implementation of Qatar’s
decision to import 100,000 workers from Pakistan. The Qatari Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister, H.E Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman Al Thani
also called on the Foreign Minister. Both expressed satisfaction at the progress
of bilateral relations between Pakistan and Qatar.

Moreover, Mr. Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, CEO of Qatar Petroleum,
visited Pakistan on 28 September 2018 and called on the Prime Minister. He
assured the Prime Minister of full support and cooperation of the government
of Qatar and offered investment in energy sector.
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1. *Syed Imran Ahmad Shah:

Will the Minister for States and Frontier Regions be pleased to state:

(a) the details of Mega projects planned by the Government for
erstwhile FATA as promised in its first 100 days plan;

(b) the financial resources and arrangement of funds required for
such projects?

Minister for States and Frontier Regions: (a) Following fast track/
quick impact development initiatives for immediate relief has been planned by
the Government for Merged Districts/ Sub-Divisions:

(i) Sehat Insaf Card (Expansion of Prime Minister’s National Health
Program to entire merged areas.

(ii) Telemedicine Programme Extension in Merged Areas.

(iii) Deficiency Removal of DHQ, THQ, Civil Hospitals, RHCs

(iv) Improvement Degree Colleges to the Standard Design as per KP
approved standards.

(v) Standardization of Higher Secondary Schools

(vi) Upgradation of Sport Stadiums/Complexes

(vii) Micro Finance Initiatives

(viii) Provision of Solid Waste Management Vehicles/ Civic Amenities
and Equipment to Existing/ New Municipal Committee in Merged
Districts.

(ix) Install solar panels in Mosques (10 in each District, 3 in each Sub-
Divisions).

(b) The financial resources/funds of these projects would be arranged
from the PSDP and Merged Areas Annual Development Programme 2018-19.
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2. *Ch. Muhammad Shahbaz Babar:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the steps
taken by the Government to provide medical treatment and education
to children of diplomatic staff deputed abroad and total expenditures
incurred every year under the said two heads?

Reply not received.

3. *Rana Sana Ullah Khan:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the details
of expenditure incurred on the visits of the Prime Minister since
01-08-2018?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood
Hussain Qureshi):

4. *Ms. Zille Huma:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) the steps being taken by the Government to promote and properly
brand organic foods in the country; and

(b) whether organic food is exportable; if so, what specific organic
food brands have been exported for the last five years alongwith
details of the names of the countries thereof?
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Minister for Commerce and Textile: (a) Product sophistication and
diversification through research and development, value addition, and branding
is one of the main pillars of the Strategic Trade policy Framework 2015-18, which
aims to achieve export competitiveness, transition from “factor-driven” economy
to “efficiency-driven and innovation-driven” economy and to increase share in
regional trade. However, no such specific measures were taken for the “Promotion
and Branding of Organic Food”.

(b) The demand for organic food across the globe is rapidly increasing
given the negative impact of inorganic food on human health. However, there are
no separate HS Codes under which organic foods are classified; hence, it may not
be possible to provide the requisite information.

5. *Mr. Salahuddin:

Will the Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination be pleased to state:

(a) the number of Pakistani players involved in Cricket Match Fixing
during the last five years; and

(b) the details of their names and the action taken against them
during the said period?

Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination (Dr. Fehmida Mirza):
(a) Six (6) Pakistani players have been reported as involved in cricket match fixing
during the last five years.

(b)
——————————————————————————————

Names Penalties imposed
——————————————————————————————
1. Nasir Jamshed 10 years of Ban.

2. Muhammad Irfan 1 Year Ban, 6 months of which were
 suspended.

3. Muhammad Nawaz 2 months Ban, 1 month of which was
 suspended.

——————————————————————————————
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——————————————————————————————
Names Penalties imposed

——————————————————————————————
4. Sharjeel Khan 5 Years of Ban, 2 years and 6 months of

which were suspended.

5. Khalid Latif 5 Years of Ban.

6. Shahzeb Hasan 4 Years of Ban in addition to PKR One
Million Fine.

——————————————————————————————
6. *Ch. Muhammad Shahbaz Babar:

Will the Minister for Foreign  Affairs be pleased to state the number
of officers and staff of Ministry who have obtained/adopted foreign
nationality during their diplomatic postings abroad and are still
working in different institutions abroad or are attached with
departments alongwith detail thereof?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): As per record available with the Ministry, there is no serving officer/
official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs who has obtained/adopted foreign
nationality while on diplomatic posting abroad. Hence the reply to the above
National Assembly Starred Question may be treated as Nil.

ISLAMABAD: QAMAR SOHAIL LODHI,
The 9th December, 2018 Acting Secretary.

PCPPI— 2248(18) NA—9-12-2018—650.



1

(6th Session)

NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  SECRETARIAT

————

“UNSTARRED QUESTIONS  AND THEIR REPLIES”

For Monday, the 10th December, 2018

1. Dr. Mahreen Razzaq Bhutto:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state whether
Pakistan has promised to mediate between Yemen and Saudi Arabia
to resolve their dispute; if so, on what terms this mediation will be
made?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi):  The Prime Minister in his address on 24th October 2018 made a
statement offering to play a mandatory role in Yemen conflict; in line with the
Parliament’s Resolution dated 10 April 2015, Pakistan enjoys close and cordial
relations with all countries of the Muslim world. We believe that solution of the
Yemen conflict lies in an intra-Yemeni dialogue among all parties to the dispute.
Pakistan always strives for peace and reconciliation among Muslim brothers and
will continue its efforts in this regard. We may mediate between the two brotherly
countries, if acceptable to both sides.

2.  Ms. Shams Un Nisa:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:
    

(a) what is the policy of the Government regarding Pakistan’s
involvement in peace dialogue with Afghan Government for
Afghan-Talibans; and

    
(b) the time by which Government will take Parliament in to

confidence in this regard?
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Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood
Hussain Qureshi):  (a) Peace in Afghanistan benefits Pakistan the most and
violence makes us suffer equally. The government is following an agenda of economic
development in Pakistan believes that peace and stability in Afghanistan is a pre-
requisite to achieve this goal. Pakistan has consistently maintained that there is no
military solution to the conflict in Afghanistan. The only workable solution hinges
on a politically negotiated settlement by the Afghans themselves. We have strived
for peace in Afghanistan while emphasizing that bringing Taliban to the negotiating
table remains a shared responsibility and no single country should be expected to
deliver alone.

In this spirit Pakistan had facilitated the Murree peace talks in July 2015.
The peace talks were however, scuttled after leaking of the news of Mullah Omar’s
death. Pakistan again played an important role through Quadrilateral Coordination
Group (QCG) to convince Taliban to restart peace talks. However, killing of
Mullah Akhtar Mansoor in US drone strike a few days before the meeting derailed
the peace process.

Pakistan also has a policy of constructively engaging at all regional and
international forums meant for Afghan peace and stability including the UN, Heart
of Asia — Istanbul Process, Quadrilateral Coordination Group (QCG), SCO
Contact Group on Afghanistan, Kabul Process, Moscow Format and Tashkent
Conference on Peace in Afghanistan. We believe that such regional forums are
important to develop a common strategy to support an Afghan-owned and Afghan
led peace process.

At the bilateral front we have engaged with Afghanistan through an
institutional framework called Afghanistan Pakistan Action Plan for Peace and
Solidarity (APAPPS) encompassing five working groups in the areas of mutual
interest. Besides the various bilateral processes there are important trilateral
processes as well such as China-Afghanistan-Pakistan and Afghanistan-
PakistanTurkey etc.

We are pleased that Pakistan’s long-held stance on Afghan led and owned
peace is now being validated internationally as well. As per our commitment towards
Afghan peace we welcome recent direct contacts between the US and the Taliban.
We expect that these contacts will lead to formal peace talks resulting in lasting
peace and stability in Afghanistan.

Pakistan shall continue to play its due role for Afghan peace and stability.
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(b) Our government believes in democratic process and democratic
institutions. We believe in the guiding role of parliament in formulating our foreign
policy. We remain open to answer any questions the honourable members may
have regarding Foreign Policy of Pakistan in general and our policy on Afghanistan
in particular.

3.  Moulana Abdul Akbar Chitrali:
(Transferred from 5th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:
    

(a) the names of the employees working in the Ministry and its
attached departments/organizations/corporation; and

    
(b) the names of the officers working on dual charge simultaneously

in the Ministry and its attached sub-ordinate wings/departments/
organizations/corporations?

Reply not received.

1. Mr. Khursheed Ahmed Junejo:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state whether the
Government took Parliament into confidence regarding the current
visit of US Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for South
and Central Asian Affairs?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): “The day long visit by the US principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for South & Central Asia Ambassador Alice Wells took place on 06
November 2018. This was primarily a senior official level visit and was part of the
regular exchange between the two countries on bilateral as well as regional issues.
Delegation level talks were held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs where Additional
Secretary Americas received the US side. The meeting took stock of the
understandings reached between the Foreign Minister and Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo to rebuild the relationship based on mutual trust and respect.

Ambassador Alice Wells also called on the Finance Minister”.
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2. Mr. Khursheed Ahmed Junejo:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the details
of agreements signed between China and Pakistan during the recent
visit of Prime Minister to China?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood
Hussain Qureshi): At the invitation of H.E. Li Keqiang, Premier of the State
Council of the People’s Republic of China, Prime Minister Imran Khan made his
maiden official visit to China on November 2-5, 2018.

A total of 15 Agreements/MoUs relating to various sectors were signed
between China and Pakistan during this visit (Annex). As a result of the agreement
between Pakistan and China, the strategic dialogue at Foreign Secretaries’ level
has been elevated to Foreign Ministers’ level which would ensure better coordination
on strategic issues. Similarly, treaty on transfer of sentenced prisoners has been
signed between Pakistan and China which would allow Pakistani prisoners in
China to complete their remaining sentences in Pakistan.

As per the vision of the government, the focus of signed agreements is on
enhancing cooperation in socio-economic development, agricultural cooperation,
poverty reduction, strengthening trade and economic relations and expanding ties
in science and technology, climate change and security fields. Under CPEC JCC
mechanism, a separate JWG on socio-economic development has also been
set up.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

3. Mr. Mahesh Kumar Malani:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state whether
Prime Minister during his visit to China discussed the revision of
China Pakistan Free Trade Agreement (CPFTA) with Chinese
leadership because exports to China increased by only $120 million
rising to $1.744 billion, still having a trade gap of $ 9.7 billion which
accounts to over 30 percent of the overall trade deficit of the country?

 
Minister for Commerce and Textile: During the visit of Prime Minister

to China, matters related to trade and investment cooperation were discussed.
The two sides noted the growing volume of bilateral trade and agreed to take
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concrete measures to address trade imbalance. These would include; exchange of
trade missions, broadening market access and simplifying customs, quarantine
and phytosanitary procedures. In this context, the two sides agreed to conclude
the second phase of the China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement as early as possible,
and continue discussions on the Pakistan-China Agreement on Trade in Services.

4. Mr. Mahesh Kumar Malani:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state whether the
Government has any plan/proposal to ban hunting of Houbara
bustard to prevent its decimation by Arab hunters?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain
Qureshi): After the 18th Amendment, subject of wildlife is shifted to the Provinces
and permission for hunting / license is granted by wildlife departments of the
Provinces and not by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, therefore, it is constrained to
comment on the proposed ban.

ISLAMABAD: QAMAR SOHAIL LODHI,
The 9th December, 2018. Acting Secretary.

PCPPI—2248 (18) NA—9-10-2018—650.
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