
| 45 INTRODI ( ED lN TIIE NA I IONAL ASSEMBLYI

BII,L

to providc I'trr prohibition ol religious conversion by use of tirrce. allurement or l'raudulenr

nrcans and for mattcrs connected thcrcwith.

It is hcrcbt cnactcd as,i)llor!s:-

I Short title, ertent and commcncenrent.- (l)'l'his Acr nray be callcd the Prohibition ol
lrorced Rcligious ( onversion Act. 20lQ

(2) Il cxlrnds to the t\holc ol'Pakistan

(l) lt shall comc inro ii)rcc at oncc

l. De6nitions.- In this Aet. unless the conle\t odlerwise requirc,.

(a) "allurement" means olli'r temptation in lhe lbrm ot'-

(i) any uili or gratrficafion. cithcr in cash or kind:

(ii) grant oi-any marcrial bcoclir. eifher monetary or othcru.ise;

(b) 'conversion" Dlcans rrinouncing one rcliBion and adopting another rcligionl

(c) "force" includes a sho* ol lirrce or a thrcat o1-injun ofan]' Lind including a threat

oldi! inc displeasurc (ir socral excon'rmunicalion:

(d) "freudulcnt me{ns'r includc misrcprcsentatron or an} othet fraudulent contri!ance;

(c) -minor- nleans a pcrson \\ho has not complcrcd eighteen lcars ol age; ard

( l) "prcscrihed" mcans prescrihed b1 rules nlade under this Act.

3 Forccd Rcligious Convcrsion-- { 1) No person shalt convcn or a[enrpt to converl. or abet

the con\ersion of. eithcr dircctl) or otheru,isc. an) p!'Ison from one religion to another by use of

lbrce. alluremcnt or allv traudulcnt mca0s

(2) Whoever conLlavcnes Lhc provisioD o[ sub-scction (l) shall be punishetl uith
inrprisonment for a teml. \hich ma)'exteud to lhrcc lears and shall also bc liabie to a fine. which

nray extend lo rupees lifly thousand.

(i) Notsithstarding anyrhing in sub-scction (2). whoe\er contravenes lhe provisions of
sub-scction ( I ). in rcspect ol-a nrinor. 

^ 
\rolnan or a person shall be punished uith imprtsonrncnt lbr

a lcnn which ma) cxtend to l'ive years and shall also be liable to finc q,hich may extend to rupecs

onc hLrndrcd thousand.
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.1. Rcport of Conycrsion.- (l ) whoevcr pertbrms conrersior) by pertbrming any ceren]ony

;r-s a rcligrous cleric or tal,os p211- directly or ir)(iirL'ctly. in such ccrcnrony. shall girc intbrmation

rcgarding such con',ersion t(r lhc I)islrict \lagislrxt. concemed in iuch lbrm and r,\'ilh suclr feriod
helbre perlorming o[thc cercn(,r]]. as ma) he prescribed.

(l) Whocver tails t( compl) silh thc prorisions of suh section (l) shall bc pun shed

with imprisonment lbr a tcrm r\hich mry e\tunLl lo one year or with fine which rira) extend 10

rupees twenty-ll!e thousafld or ,r'ith balh.

-<. Pros.cution.- No prose,:utiol lbr an ofli'ncc under lhis Acl shall be inslituted exccpt b] or
*ilh the prevrons permission ol the Disrricr Magislralc or such othcr authorir\ as nlav be authorized

bv him in that hehalf.

(bgnizahlc offence- ( I I An oflelce und(r this Aut shall bc cognizable.

(l) An olltncc un(l(r lhis Act shall bc inrcstigated b1 arr olficer not below lhe rank of
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7 S{vings - Ihe prorisiors ofthis Act shall bc in addition to und no1 in derogation ofan}
other lau lbr the time being in lbrcc.

8. Rules. (l) l'he lrcdcral Gorernmcnt rra]'. br notificalion in the Ollicial Cazcttc. make

rules Ior carrying out thc purporics ofthis Acl.

(2) Ihe rules madc rnder dris Act hy the lederal Govcmmcnl sha]l be laid. beforc each

House of lhc Matlis-c-Shoora (Parliament). uirhin six months ol thcir nolilication in the otlicial
Gazette.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASo\S

following th. codc ol llelicf of a panicular rcligion is a maltcr of perconal laith and belief
lbr an irrdr!idua) Basicall; rcligious conversion hsclI causcs hurl lo laith and belief ol an

indi\'idlal q,hen it is dohe th.ough allurement or lbrce or mischicl or b) taking advantage oi
poverty of a person. Balance o['societ]- is disrLlrbcd when religious conversion ls donc through the
rrcahs ol-force. liaud or allurcrcnt. Religious convcrsion perfbnncd through such means nor onlv
tmnsgresses the freedom ol_ r:ligron a\ailablc L() c\cr) citiTcn. hul also creates la\\' and order
problem. Tlerefirre. il is ncccs:ar] lo lake stcps to kccp a check on reliBious con\ersion bv firrce or
liLrudulcnt mcans
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