
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SEC RETARIAT

THE STAND MMITTEE N LAW AND JUSTICE ON THE
IStAMAEAD HICH COURT (AMENDM BtLL 2018

l, the Chairman of the standing Committee on Law and JuJtice. have the honour

to prerent this report on the Bill further to amend the lJlamabad Hith Court Act. 2OlO

(XVll of 2010) fThe lslamabad High Court (Amendment) Bill. 2ol8l referred to the

Committee on 2li December. 2018.

2. The Committee compri5es the following:-

l. Mr. Riaz Fatyana
2. Mr. Atta Ullah
3. Mr. Lal Chand
4. Mr. Muhammad Farooq Azam Malik
5. Mr. Kirhwer Zehra
6. Mi. Maleeka Ali Bokhari
7. Mr. Muhammad Sana Ullah Khan Martl Khel
8. Malik Muhammad Ehlan Ullah Tiwana
9. Agha Harran Baloch
10. Mr. Sher Ali Arbab
11. Mt.5hunila Ruth
12. Mian Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
13. Rana Sana Ullah Khan
14. Ch. Mehmood Barhir Virk
15. Mr- U!nran Ibrahim
16. Khawaja Saad Rafique
17, Syed Husrain Tariq
18. Syed Naveed Qamar
19, Dr. Nafira Jhah
20. Mr. Aliya Kamran
21. BarriJter Dr. Muhdmmad Farogh Nareem

MiniJter for Law and Justice

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Ex-officio Member

3 The Committee conridered the Bill ar introduced in the National As5embly placed

at (Annex-A) in its meetint, held on O3,d and l5,h January, 2019. Not€ of Dirrent

of Dr. Nafita Shah. Khawaja Saad Rafique. Syed Hurrain Tariq, Mr. U:man

lbrah,m. Rana sana Ullah Khan and Syed Naveed Qamar, MNAs iJ placed at

Annex-B and Note of Di5sent of Ms. Aliya Kamran. MNA ir placed at Annex-C.

The Committee recommended that the Bill ae introduced in the National

Assembly may be passed.

sd/-
(Riaz Fatyana)

Chairman
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sd/-
TAHIR HUSSAIN

Secretary -
Irlamabad. the 0r& Januarv.2Ol9



lA5 RtTPORTEI) BY THE JTANDING COMMITTEEI

Biu

further to dmeid. the Istdnabqd High Court Act, 20 1 O

I'IIER.EAS it is eeedient lurther to amend t_he lslamabad
HiSh Court Act, 2O1O C(VII of 2O1O), for the purpose hereinafter
appearinS;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. ghort Hue srd comrBeacement,_ (1) This Act may be
cs-lled the Islarnabad Higir Court (Amendment) Actr 2019.

(2) It shall come into torce at once.

2. Amendm€nt of lectlon A, Act XVII of 2OlO._ In the
Islamabad High Court Act, 2010 (Act XVII of2O1O), in section 3, in

Ar'tue,r-e

sub-section ( 1),

substi tuted,
for the word .six]'the word .nine, shall be

sI{f,ElllE!! oF oBJECTS ANp REASoNS

. The lslamabad Iligh Court {,as established uuder Islamabad

High Court, Act, 2010 an<l became functional i! Janua.ry, 2011. The
cxisting senctioned strength of Judges of Islenabad High Court is six
plus one Chief Justice a$ per sectron 3(1) of the a.foresaid Act. As
intimatcd by the Islaraabact High Court, the present strength of Judgcs
compaied to number ol pcnding cases is not sufficient, besides the
institution of Irestr caBes which is iDcreasing every year. It is, therefore,
necessery to inclease the strength of the Judges of the Islamabad High
Court ftom seven to tcn Judgea including Chiet Justice to.overcome the
difliculries of litjgant pubtic qua early disposat of lonB pending cascs.

The Bill is designed to achieve the afores.jd object.

Minister"i^-Charge



NOTE OF DI 5SENT ON ISLAMABAD HIGH COURT

AMENDMENT BILL. 20r8

We the following memberr a.e writing thi, note to oppore the ljlamabad High Court
(Amendment) Bill.2Ot8 on rhe following groundr:

This Bill provider for increase in the iudge, in the lJlamabad High Court in irolation
from the other tJigh CourtJ in the country. ln the rtatement of objectJ and rearon5.
the Minitter in Charge rtates that "the prerent ,trength of iudges compa.ed to number
of carer pending ir not rufficient, compared to the number of pending ca5e5, beslde,
inrtitution of fresh ca5er which ir increaling every year..

The Commillee in itl rneeting held on 3rd January exprerred dirratilfaction on the
rationale provided by the Mihirter in charge for in.reare in the Jeatj which wa,
pendency of the cases alone. lf thir wa, the (are then therc wa, pendency in other
courtr ar well. ln the abJen.e of iudgeJ to pending caje, ratio, (ompared with other
High Courtl. the rationale could not be iunified by the data tiven.

At there war no information availabl-a on the number of care, pending in other high
(ourtr. we noteC that the Minirtry had provided Inadequate information to the
Committee.

It war agreed unanimously that additional information in parti<Lrlar the detail, of
pendency of carer in oth-.r courtl would be provided in the next meeting in order for
the Committee to compare thir with other courts and hence assels the need in the
light of the information provided.

However in the meetinS held on the l5th January 2019. No additional information
wa5 provided by the Mini(ry in the abren(e of which we are unable to make an
informed deciiion. \X/c would alro ob5erve here that the failure to provide timely and
adequate information by the Mini5try of Law and Jurtice indicates not only their
incompeten(e but alJo unwillingne5, to rhare information. We are concerned about
the lack of tranrparency in thie regard.

1



2

In addition it wae only in tl-e meeting, on questioning, th6t we learnt that out of the
teven exiJting po5ilions of judgel, only four wer€ filled and three were va(ant.

The Committee exprelred rL rprke on why additional 5eat, were required when there
were already three vacant 5(,atr. The committee rought details on this matter a, well.

The following mernberr a|ro recommended that if number of,eat, were being
increared. Irlamabad High :ourt b€ing the firrt court of appeal, for the Federal
Covernment muJt include ju:iges from lhe provincial (ourt5 by law,o a, to federalise
the conJtitution of court. l towever the Minirtry did not agree on thiJ important
recommendalion_

As the Ministry waj Lrnable t() give any data to jurtify itj own rational and further wa,
not open to our ruggeJtionr to include judte, from Other provincial benches. we are
left with no oth,rr opti()n but to oppole the Bill in itj preJent form.

sd/-
Dr. Nafeeia 5hah

NA-208

sd/_
Khawaia Saad Rafique

NA"t3l

sd/
Aliya Kamran

NA-329

sd/-
Syed Naveed Qamar

NA,228

sd/-
Syed Hurrain Tariq

NA-225

sd/.
Urman lbrahim

NA.82

sd/-
R. na tana Ullah Khan

NA_106



Mr. Chairman Commlttee Law and Justice!

Ivlr. Chairman today on 15-01-2019, a Bill to increase the number of

judges in the lslamabad High Court has been introduced by the

Government. lt is weird that my Bill on the same subject was sent to

Committee Law and Justic, and rather to club it with the Government Bill

and place it for any next meeting of the Committee for further deliberation

and to decide together, after too much hipe by making majority the base

this matter has been intentionally bulldozed and my Bill has been practically

abandoned.

Sir, I had proposed that first the number of judges may be increased

but provinces should have representation therein. But sir, it has been

treated in the same way which the Federation do with the Provinces which

is a total injustice.

sd/-

Aliya Kamran

MNA

Anex-C

Note of Dissent
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