NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON PARILIAMENTARY AFFAIRS ON

THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2017

[, Chairman ot the Standing Committee on Parilamentary Arfairs have ihe honour 1o
present this Report on the Bill further to amend the Representation of the People Act. 1976 [The
Representation of the People (Amendment) Bill, 2017] passed by Senate of Pakistan and referred
to the Committee on 14-03-2017.

“y

2. I'he Committee comprises the following Members:-

1). Mian Abdul Mannan Chairman
2). Sardar Ashiq Hussain Gopang Member
3). Dr. Muhammad Afzal Khan Dhandla Member
4). Dr. Nisar Ahmad Jatt Member
5). Sheikh Muhammad Akram Member
6). Mian Tariq Mehmood Member
7). Mr. Azhar Qayyum Nahra Member
8). Mr. Rasheed Ahmad Khan Member
9). Mr. Nadeem Abbas Rabaira Member
10).  Ch. Salman Haneef Khan Member
[1).  Ms. Arifa Khalid Parvez Member
12).  Ms. Belum Hasnain Member
13).  Ms. Shahida Rehmani Member
14).  Dr. Shazia Sobia Member
15).  Ms. Nafeesa Inayatullah Khan Khattak Member
16).  Mr. Nasir Khan Khattak Member
17).  Ms. Saman Sultana Jafri Member
18).  Syed Essa Nori Member
19).  Malik Thtebar Khan Member
20).  Ms. Shazia Mubashar Member
21).  Sheikh Aftab Ahmed, Ex-officio Member
Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
3. The Committee considered the Bill on 19™ April, 2017. The Committee recommends that

the Bill placed at Annex-A, may be passed by the National Assembly.

-Sd-

(JAWAD RAFIQUE MALIK)

Secretary

Islamabad. the 15" May. 2017

-Sd-
(MIAN ABDUL MANNAN)
Chairman
Standing Committee on
Parliamentary Affairs




Annex-A
[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]

A

BILL

further to amend the Representation of the People Act, 1976

WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Representation of the People
Act, 1976 (LXXXV of 1976) for the purposes hereinafter appearing and to reinforce the
true spirit of democracy whereby women are able to effectively participate in elections
without any hindrance or restraint,

It is hereby enacted &s follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the
Representation of the People (Amendment) Act, 2017.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Section 78, Act LXXXV of 1976.- In the
Representation of the People Act, 1976 (LXXXV of 1976), in section 78, for clause (2),
the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(2) is guilty of bribery, personation or undue influence or prevents
any woman frcm contesting election or exercising her right to vote
or enters intc formal or informal agreement or understanding
debarring women from becoming candidates for an election or
exercising their right of vote in an election;".

3. Amendment of Section 103AA, Act LXXXV of 1976.- In the
Representation of the People Act, 1976 (LXXXV of 1976), in section 103AA, after sub-
section (3), the following new sub-section shall be added, namely:-

"(4) An appeal against decision of the Commission made while
exercising powers under sub-sections (1), (2) and (3) shall lie
before the Supreme Court for decision within thirty days.”.



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

There have been numerous reports at every election in recent years
whereby women voters have been restrained from voting in the election as a result of
an agreement or understanding between different persons which have included
politicians, persons representing political parties, the clergy and leaders of the

community.

This systematic process of disqualifying women is a clear violation of
their fundamental rights and amounts to an outright discrimination and negation of
rights guaranteed under Article 25 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of

Pakistan. This Bill seeks to address such barriers.

Moreover, the Bill seeks to make available gender disaggregated data, as
not only an effective, transparent and clear method of documentation, but also as a
tool to identify gender break down of voting structures and to identify and understand
the number of women voting, the issues they face, how to eliminate them. Given that
consistent and reqular data allows for effective monitoring of progress as regression, it
is necessary that Pakistan ensures that this kind of data exists in Pakistan to enhance

democratic structures and procedures.

This Bill is principally aimed at ensuring that in any election, in any
constituency, if less than 10% cf female voters have voted, the Election Commission
of Pakistan shall declare the election of such a constituency void, and order re-polling

within thirty days of the declaration of the decision of the Commission.

SENATOR SHERRY REHMAN
Member-in-Charge




