
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Assembly of Pakistan Gazette 

November 2013 

Special Issue Commemorating 137th Birthday of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah 



 

 
 

  

 

 

What’s Inside 

 

Chief  Editor’s Note 1 

Quaid-e-Azam Day Messages 2 

Quaid’s Guidance and Inspiration for Governance 
and Economy 

3 

A Chronology of Quaid’s Life (1876-1948) 4 

Legislative Business 8 

Calls On 8 

NA Speaker’s Visit to Saudi Arabia 11 

Chinese Parliamentary Delegation Visits Pakistan: 
Important Events 

13 

Activities of Committees 15 

Other News 17 

Around the Globe – International Affairs 19 

Perspective 21 

 

  



 

 
 

N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 3  
 

1 

 

 

Chief Editor’s Note 

It has been a matter of great pride for the research centre of National 
Assembly Secretariat to resume the e-publication of monthly National 
Assembly Gazette after a period of more than twenty years. The purpose of 
the Gazette is disseminating news about all the important events happening 
at the National Assembly of Pakistan and Parliaments elsewhere in the 
world. 

On the auspicious occasion of the forthcoming 137th birthday of Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the November issue of the Gazette includes 
special messages from the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of National 
Assembly. It also includes an article on Quaid-e-Azam and a chronological 
biography of the founder of Pakistan.  

It is also satisfying that we have been able to improve the Gazette with 
every new issue. Several improvements are particularly visible. We have 
included “Around the Globe”, a new section for international news of the 
month. Especially the news about parliaments, elections, legislations and 
heads of state are focused in this section. Secondly, we have included 
“Perspective”, a new section for articles, essays and point of views of various 
people interested in the affairs of the parliament. This will help bringing in 
the perspective of different people on important issues. We would like to 
receive articles from our readers as well; especially Honorable members of 
National Assembly, Senators and Secretariat staff are highly appreciated to 
write for the Gazette. The readers are also encouraged to give us feedback 
about the Gazette. The suggestions for improvement can be sent at 
mukhtar.ahmed@na.gov.pk.  

Enjoy the cold winter and have a happy reading.  

Thank You. 

 

Ch. Mukhtar Ahmed 
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Quaid-e-Azam Day Messages 

 

Speaker’s Message 

Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah was undoubtedly the greatest leader of the 20th 
century who led the Muslims of Sub-continent. Quaid-i-Azam was gifted with exceptional 
qualities of leadership, integrity, determination and an unconquerable will. He defied the 
mighty hostile forces that had joined hands to deprive the Muslims of the sub-continent of 
their political rights and liberties. Through his charismatic leadership and statesmanship, he 
led the Muslims of India to the great goal of independence from the British Rule and 
Congress dominance. He united an unorganized crowd into a nation under the flag of All 
India Muslim League. He showed the power of unity, faith and discipline throughout the 
Independence Movement.  

Quaid-e-Azam firmly believed in democracy and constitutionalism. Addressing All-India 
Muslim League session, Lucknow in 1916, he said,‖ There are no people in the world who are 
more democratic even in their religion than the Musalmans.‖ Even during the independence movement, he followed 
the constitutional and legal ways to win the freedom. He showed through elections, held in 1946, the All India Muslim 
League was the only representative party of the Muslims of India. Thus he practically showed us that the ‗will of the 
people‘ is most important for governing the country and achieving the milestones of prosperity. Quaid-e-Azam day also 
calls for creating unity for an enlightened, prosperous, moderate, welfare Islamic State in line with the Founding Father‘s 
vision.  

Today we once again need unity, faith and discipline as our guiding principles. The nation is faced with great challenges. 
In order to successfully cope with these, we need to work harder than ever, we need to be united as Pakistanis and think 
beyond our own personal interests. 

Quaid-e-Azam Zindabad, Pakistan Pa΄indabad. 

 

 

Deputy Speaker’s Message 

On Quaid-e-Azam day, I want the nation to once again imbibe the message given by Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah on first anniversary of Pakistan on 14 August, 1948. ―Nature 
has given you everything: you have got unlimited resources. The foundations of your State 
have been laid, and it is now for you to build, and build as quickly and as you can. So go 
ahead and I wish you God speed.‖ Today we need to rise again as a nation, capitalizing on 
our own resources to make Pakistan economically strong and independent. For achieving this 
goal we have to take inspiration from our history and the long and constant struggle of 
Quaid-e-Azam for Pakistan. 

The cherished dream of the Muslims for a separate homeland was realised by acting upon 
Jinnah‘s motto. This motto was Faith, Unity and Discipline. We should follow the path 
determined by the Quaid-e-Azam as this leads to our betterment as well as the development 
of the country. The father of the nation believed that supremacy of law was the peaceful way for the realization of 
justice. Quaid had always stressed the need of unity, cohesion and promotion of the spirit of brotherhood. On this 
auspicious day, we should pledge and resolve to work whole-heartedly and dedicatedly to build a strong and 
prosperous Pakistan. Patriotism, dedicated work and selfless service for the great glory of Pakistan could be the most 
befitting tribute to Quaid-e-Azam.  

 

  

MURTAZA JAVED ABBASI 

Deputy Speaker 

National Assembly of Pakistan 

SARDAR AYAZ SADIQ 
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Quaid’s Guidance & Inspiration for Governance and Economy 
 

 

Aimun Khawaja 

Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah had a clear vision of modern notions of state, constitution, civil and political rights and 
democracy for Pakistan. He assured that constitution of Pakistan would be framed by the elected assembly. He envisaged a 
free, progressive, humane and modern Pakistan ruled by justice irrespective of religion, colour or caste where everybody would 
be equal before law. Immediately after the creation of Pakistan, there was bigger task standing in front of him. It was to build 
this new country. Jinnah knew well that the areas which were to form Pakistan had no industrial base and were economically 
backward. Therefore, as early as December 1943, he had a comprehensive five-year Program drawn up for the economic and 

social uplift of the proposed Muslim State. He rightly regarded industrial and economic development as a prerequisite for preserving the 
national freedom and dignity. Quaid stressed and worked to establish a viable industrial base in Pakistan. During the days of struggle, when 
Quaid-e-Azam was so pre-occupied with the political problem on numerous occasions he advised the Muslims to take to commerce, 
industry, technical education if they had a wish to prosper. 
A British Journalist Beverley Nichols interviewed Quaid-e-Azam in December, 1943, the first question he asked after hearing an exposition of 
the concept of Pakistan was, about the economic aspect of Pakistan ―Are the Muslims likely to be richer or poorer under in Pakistan?‖ Quaid-

e-Azam said, “The Muslims are tough people, lean and hardy. If Pakistan means that they will have to be a tougher, and for which they will not 

complain. But why should it mean that? What conceivable reason is there to suppose that the gift of nationality is going to be an economic 

liability? 
Quaid  had  a  vision  of  a  strong  Pakistan  being  self-sufficient  in  its needs having a strong economy in order to become part of  modern 
developed nations of the world. To achieve this goal, Quaid consulted Muslim experts in economy as well as hired the services of foreign 
experts also.  At Quaid‘s behest, Mohammad Ali Habib, a leading banker, analyzed the rapid industrialization of Pakistan. He made a number 
of suggestions  for the printing as well as fiduciary (fiduciary takes  care  of  money  for  other  persons)  issue  of  Pakistan currency, division 
of the Reserve Bank of India‘s assets and liabilities, useful employment of refugees, etc. He further recommended that the government should 
borrow only for financing public enterprises which were productive, such as canals, railways, steal and cement plants etc. and in no case for 
meeting current account deficits. Encouraging private Enterprise, he stated: 

“I would like to call your particular attention to the keen desire of the Government of Pakistan to associate individual initiative and private 

enterprise at every stage of industrialization. The number of Industries Government have reserved for management by themselves consists of 

Arms and Munitions of War, generation of Hydel power and manufacture of Railway wagons, Telephone, Telegraph and wireless apparatus. All 

other industrial activity is left open to private Enterprise which would be given every facility Government can give for the establishment and 

development of industry.” 

Quaid-i-Azam did not wish to have a western type of economic system. He said, ‗Our planning committee chalks out an economic system; it 

will be based upon the teachings of Quran‟. His   vision   for economy was as follows: “The adoption of western economic theory and practice 

will not help us in achieving our goal of creating a happy and contented people. We must work our destiny in our own way and present to the 

world an economic system based on true Islamic concept of equality of manhood and social Justice.  We  will  thereby  by  fulfilling  our mission 

as Muslims and giving to humanity the message of peace which alone can save it and secure the welfare, happiness and prosperity of mankind”. 

He said; „Let  us  mobilize all our resources in a systematic and organized way and  tackle the grave issues that confront us with  grim  

determination  and  discipline worthy  of  a  great nation.‟ And that ‗the fitting response to the machinations of our enemies would be a strong 

determination to get down to the task of building our state on strong and firm foundations — a State which should be fit for our children to live 

in‟. 
 
Quaid was fully aware of the importance of modern education for the people of Pakistan. He knew that the key for development is 

education.  Therefore, he stressed the nation to acquire modern knowledge at every cost to make this country a modern and strong nation 

of the world. In  an  address  at  Dacca University,  he  advised  the   students   to  enter  into  these professions. He said in this regard:  

“You will be far happier and far more prosperous with far more opportunities to rise if you take to commerce and industry and will thus be 

helping not only yourselves but also your state”.   

He desired peace with other nations but not at the cost of Pakistan. So development in the field of defense was also important.  He said:  

“There is nothing that we desire more than to live in peace and let others live in peace and develop our country according to our own lights 

without outside interference and improve the lot of the common man”. 

While addressing the Students of Islamia College, Peshawar on 12th April, 1948, Quaid said: 

“The success of our achievements will depend upon our unity, discipline and faith not only in ourselves but in God who determ ines the 

destinies of people and nations.” 

 

(The author is a Young Parliamentary Associate in National Assembly of Pakistan)
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A Chronology of Quaid’s Life (25 Dec 1876 – 11 September 1948) 

December 25, 1876: Born in Karachi. 

1883: Admitted to the Sindh Madrasatul Islam. 

January 30, 1892: Sails for England. 

1895: Called to the Bar from Lincoln's Inn. London, UK. 

1897: Enrolls as Advocate (OS) at the Bombay High Court.  

May 4 November 3, 1900: Acted as Third Presidency Magistrate. 

March 10, 1904: Elected Member, Bombay Municipal Corporation. Resigns March 1905. 

December 1904: Attends a session of the Indian National Congress, in Bombay, for the first time.  

December 1906: Elected as a delegate to the Congress party. His first public speech at a Congress 

session, supporting the resolution on 'Validation of Wakf alal-aulad' on December 27. 

January 8, 1907: Elected Vice-President, Indian Mussalman Association, Calcutta. 

August 2, 1909: Moves resolution calling on British rulers to consult Muslim leaders. 

January 4, 1910: Elected to the Imperial Legislative Council. 

February 25, 1910: Clashes with the Viceroy, Lord Minto, over South African cruelty to Indian 

labourers. 

March 17, 1911: Introduces Wakf alal-aulad Validation Bill. 

March 19, 1912: Supports G.K. Gokhale's Elementary Education Bill. 

December 31, 1912: Calls on the AIML to confer with Congress to negotiate a Hindu-Muslim settlement. 

October 10, 1913: Enrolls as a member of the AIML. 

May 1914: Nominated chief spokesman of the Congress delegation to London. 

August 7-12, 1916: Defends Bal Gangadhar Tilak in the District Magistrate's Court, Poona, against charges of sedition. 

December 30-31: Presides over the AIML 

1916: Session in Lucknow which approves the Congress—League Lucknow Pact. 

July 29, 1917: Presides over a Home Rule League meeting in Bombay, with Mrs Anne Besant and Tilak participating in it. 

April 19, 1918: Marries Ruttenbai, daughter of Sir Dinshaw Petit. 

December 11, 1918: Disrupts meeting in honour of Lord Willingdon on his departure. 

March 28, 1919: Resigns from the Imperial Legislative Council in protest against the Rowlatt Act. 

August 14-15, 1919: Birth of Dina Jinnah in London. 

December 31, 1919: Elected permanent President of AIML. 

October 25, 1920: Resigns from the Home Rule League (HRL), due to change in creed by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, whom he himself 

had inducted into HRL. 

December 28, 1920: Leaves Congress in disgust during the Nagpur Session, protesting against Gandhi's Non-Cooperation Resolution. 

January 26, 1921: Protests inclusion of his name in list of politicians opposed to Non-cooperation. 

April 20, 1921: Resigns from the Chairmanship of the Board of Directors of the Bombay Chronicle. 

February 1922: Organises the Independent Party in the Indian Legislative Assembly, comprising 17 members. 

March 31, 1923: Revives AIML after its eclipse by the Khilafat Conference. 

November 14, 1923: Elected unopposed to the Indian Legislative Assembly. 

February 18, 1924: Supports a resolution on grant of full self-governing dominion status to India, moved by Bepin Chandra Pal. 

March 6,1924: Demands 'Indianisation' of the British Indian army. 

March 24-25, 1924: Re-elected President of AIML whose members endorse his policies. 

December 3, 1924: Submits a Minority Report on Reforms, opposing diarchy and calling for provincial autonomy. 

February 17, 1925: Supports a resolution for establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 

February 18, 1925: Supports a resolution for establishment of a Military College in India. 

March 18, 1926: Pleads for extension of reforms to the NWFP. 

February 18, 1927: Demands steps to make up the paucity of Sikh representation in government services. 

March 20, 1927: Presides over an informal conference of Muslim leaders and finalises the Delhi Muslim Proposals. 

May 16, 1927: All India Congress Committee (AICC) accepts Delhi Muslim Proposals at Bombay. 

December 30, 1927: AICC ratifies acceptance of Delhi Muslim Proposals. 

December 28-29, 1928: Jinnah's 'minimum six Muslim demands' are steamrolled by the All Parties National Convention, at Calcutta, Called by 

Congress to approve the Nehru Report. 

February 20, 1929: Death of Ruttie Jinnah in Bombay. 

March 28, 1929: Presents 'Fourteen Points' at Delhi. 

November 30, 1929: Visits Gandhi at Sabarmati Ashram along with Vithal bhai Patel, to arrange a Viceroy–Gandhi meeting on the proposed 

Round Table Conference. 

November 12, 1930: Participates in the First Round Table Conference in London. 

January 12, 1931: Pleads for separation of Sind from the Bombay Presidency. 

Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, The Founder of 
Pakistan 
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June–November 1931: Decides to settle in London. Resigns from the Assembly. Attends Second Round Table Conference in London. 

1932-35: Practices law in England, but keeps in touch with leading Indian Muslim leaders. 

April 1934: Re-elected President of the re-united Muslim League, at a joint session of the two factions, at Delhi. Condemns the constitutional 

scheme with the exception of the Communal Award. 

October 11, 1934: Returns unopposed to the Assembly, from the Bombay Muslim Constituency. 

February 4-7, 1935: Jinnah's three amendments in the Joint Parliamentary Committee Report are accepted by the Assembly, thereby 

ensuring retention of the Communal Award. 

February-March 1935: Jinnah-Rajendra Prasad talks held to find a substitute for the Communal Award; talks failed to yield any concrete 

results. 

February-March 1936: Visits Lahore to seek a solution to the Shahidganj Mosque dispute. 

April 1, 1936: On the inauguration of the new province of Sind, states, 'I sincerely hope that the two sister communities will wholeheartedly 

cooperate in the service of the province'. 

April 9, 1936: Inaugurates the Jamiat-ul-Ulema-i-Hind Conference, at Delhi. 

April 11-12, 1936: Attends the AIML session in Bombay. Lays down All India Muslim League's policy on the new constitution. 

May 21, 1936: Sets up a 56-member Central Parliamentary Board to contest the upcoming provincial elections on an AIML ticker. 

October 11, 1936: Launches election campaign in Lahore. 

January 3, 1937: Referring to Nehru's 'two forces' (the Government and the Congress) dictum, at a mammoth public meeting in Calcutta, 

states, 'there is a third party in this country and that is Muslim India. 

June 21 1937: In a letter, Iqbal suggests, in a letter to Jinnah that the only solution to the Hindu-Muslim problem is the division of India along 

the line of the Muslim majority provinces. 

July 7, 1937: On the Congress decision to work the 1935 reforms, hopes that it would cooperate 'with the Muslim party in the legislatures', 

emphasizing that 'the need of India is to create a unified front'. 

July 28, 1937: AIML-Congress negotiations in the UP finally break down, with the Congress insisting on the AIML's merger into the Congress. 

September 16, 1937: Moves three amendments to the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Bill which are adopted by the Central 

Assembly. 

October 13-18, 1937: Accorded a rousing reception by 20,000 persons on arrival at Lucknow. Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan, Fazlul Haq and Sir 

Mohammad Saadullah Khan, the Premiers of Punjab, Bengal and Assam respectively, along with their followers, join the League. The green 
Islamic flag with crescent and star is hoisted over the League pandal for the first time. In his presidential address, Jinnah criticises Congress for 
imposing Hindi, Bande Mataram and the Congress flag as the national language, national song and national flag, and asserts that 'the 
majority community have already shown that Hindustan is for the Hindus'. 

October 19, 1937: In a letter Gandhi characterises Jinnah's Presidential address in Lucknow as 'a declaration of war'. 

October 26-27, 1937: Accorded a rousing welcome in Patna where he succeeds in getting all the Muslim parties to merge or coalesce with 

AIML. 

December 26-28, 1937: Addresses mammoth public meetings at Howrah Maidan and Mohammad Ali Park, Calcutta. Presides over the first 

session of the All India Muslim Students Federation (AIMSF) at Calcutta. 

February 18, 1938: On his call, Muslims throughout India observe Shahidganj Day. 

April 4, 1938: AIML representatives in the Central Assembly decide to form an AIML party in the legislature. 

April 17-18, 1938: Presiding over the AIML special session in Calcutta, asserts that 'the Muslim League claims the status of complete equality 

with Congress, or any other organisation'. 

April 28, 1938: Gandhi-Jinnah talks on the communal question start in Bombay. 

May 11, 1938: Meets with Subhas Chandra Bose, President of the Indian  

National Congress, in Bombay, to resolve the Hindu-Muslim question. 

October 8-10, 1938: Presides over the Sindh Muslim League Conference at Karachi which calls for separate Hindu and Muslim federations. 

November 18, 1938: On his call, Muslims commemorate 'Kemal Day' throughout India on the demise of Mustapha Kemal Pasha of Turkey. 

December 2, 1938: Elected President for the following year unanimously by the AIML Council. 

December 26-29, 1938: Presides over the 26th annual session of the AIML at Patna. Criticises the federal scheme, Congress ministries and the 

Congress high command. Addresses the AIMSF Conference. 

February 8, 1939: At his call, Muslims observe 'Palestine Day'. 

March 16, 1939: Sends copies of the Pirpur Report and the Shareef Report to the Viceroy, Lord Linlithgow. 

May 6, 1939: Declares in Bombay that the government should not settle the Federal issue with Congress alone. 

July 30, 1939: In a statement, urges the Viceroy and HMG (His Majesty‘s Government) not to impose the Federal Scheme upon an unwilling 

India. 

September 8, 1939: After meeting the Viceroy, states that 'to win the war, Government should take Muslims into confidence'. 

October 5, 1939: Meets with the Viceroy, along with Gandhi. 

October 18, 1939: In a statement, HMG agrees to review the Act of 1935. 

November 1, 1939: Confers with the Viceroy on a modus vivendi at the Centre, along with Gandhi and Rajendra Prasad. 

November 3, 1939: Spells our Muslim demands for cooperation in the war effort in a letter to the Viceroy. 

December 13, 1939: Demands the appointment of a Royal Commission to investigate Muslim grievances in Congress provinces. 

December 22, 1939: AIML celebrates a 'Day of Deliverance' on the resignation of Congress ministries. 

January 19, 1940: Jinnah's article in Time and Tide (London) explains the AIML stand. 

March 22-24, 1940: Presides over the historic AIML session in Lahore, calling for the partition of India. 
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April 19, 1940: At his call, Muslims celebrate the 'Day of Declaration', to confirm the Lahore Resolution. 

November 1, 1940: Declares that the observance of Muslim Countries Day on November 1 was meant to strengthen bonds of brotherhood 

between Indian Muslims and other Muslim countries. 

November 14, 1940: Inaugurates the Delhi MSF Conference in Delhi. 

March 10, 1941: Presiding over the Aligarh Students Union, states, 'Aligarh is the arsenal of Muslim India and you are its soldiers'. 

March 23, 1941: Calls on Muslims to celebrate Lahore Resolution Day. 

March 25, 1941: Pleads for Pakistan in a meeting with Sir Stafford Cripps. 

April 12-15, 1941: Presides over the 28th session of the AIML in Madras. Amendment passed in the AIML Constitution, making the Lahore 

Resolution its supreme objective. 

April 18, 1941: Meets with leaders of the Justice Party, Madras. Explores possibility of cooperation for attainment of common interests. 

July 22, 1941: Disapproves expansion of the Viceroy's Executive Council and the National Defence Council. 

July 30, 1941: Threatens disciplinary action against six AIML members who joined the viceroy's expanded Executive Council and the National 

Defence Council. 

September 11, 1941: Presides over the AIML Working Committee meeting, which welcomes the resignation of the Premiers of Punjab, 

Bengal and Assam from the National Defence Council. 

October 11, 1941: Dawn, an English weekly, founded in Delhi, to espouse the Muslim cause in India. 

December 26, 1941: Presides over the fifth annual session of the AIMSF, at Nagpur. 

January 2, 1942: In an interview, warns HMG against a departure from the August 8, 1940, Declaration. 

February 15, 1942: Criticises the Hay Ministry of Bengal in his presidential address to the Bengal Provincial Muslim League Conference at 

Sirajganj. 

March 6, 1942: In a telegram to the British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, states that any constitution without the AIML's approval would 

be unacceptable. 

April 3-6, 1942: Presiding over the 29th session of the AIML at Allahabad, declares that whatever proposals Sir Stafford Cripps might make, 

AIML would not accept anything less than Pakistan. 

April 13, 1942: Explains, at a press conference, why the AIML had to reject the Cripps Proposals offered by the HMG. 

August 8, 1942: Characterises the Congress Working Committee's 'Quit India' resolution as a repetition of its old plan of establishing 'Hindu 

raj or a Hindu majority government. 

October 4, 1942: In reply to Dr Ziauddin Ahmad, refuses to receive the honorary degree, saying, 'I have lived as plain Mr Jinnah and I hope 

to die as plain Mr Jinnah. 

June 4, 1943: At a press conference in Karachi, states that the AICC resolution of August 8, 1942, was 'a declaration of war' against the 

Muslim League. 

July 3-4, 1943: Attended the Balochistan Muslim League Conference in Quetta. 

July 20, 1943: An assassination attempt by Rafiq Sabir, a Khaksar fails due to his [the Quaid's] alertness. 

August 23, 1943: Writes to Lord Linlithgow on political conditions in Kashmir. 

December 20-26: Presides over the 31st session of the AIML in Karachi. States that 'Karachi will be the gateway for Pakistan'. Declares the 

Quran to be 'the sheet anchor of Muslim India'.  

March 10, 1944: In a speech in Ali-garh, calls for raising the status of women. 

April 18, 1944: Receives the CR formula on partition from Rajagopalachari. 

April 27, 1944: Jinnah-Khizr Hayat Khan Tiwana talks in Lahore end in failure. 

April 30, 1944: Punjab Muslim League Conference in Sialkot repudiates Tiwana. 

September 9-27, 1944: Gandhi-Jinnah talks in Bombay break down. Correspondence released. 

January 22, 1945: Repudiates Liaquat-Desai talks on formation of a reconstituted Viceroy's Council. 

June 25-July 14, 1945: Attends Simla Conference. States that opposition to AIMLs right to nominate all the Muslims on the Viceroy's Council 

led to the failure of the Conference. 

July 16, 1945: Appeals for funds to contest elections. 

August 6, 1945: First contribution to the Muslim League Election Fund is presented at Bombay. States, 'Give me silver bullets and I will do the 

job'. 

August-September 1945: In response to his appeal several top ranking Congress and Unionist' stalwarts join the Muslim League. 

October 12, 1945: In a statement, supports Indonesia's struggle for independence. 

December 4, 1945: Elected to the Central Legislative Assembly. 

January 11, 1946: Muslims observe Victory Day, to celebrate the Muslim League's one hundred per cent success in central assembly 

elections. 

February 24 1946: In a telegram, congratulates Punjab Muslims and PML President, Nawab of Mamdot, on ML's success in provincial polls. 

April 4, 1946: Meets the Cabinet delegation. 

April 7-9, 1946: Presides over the Muslim Legislators' Convention, at Delhi, where the Lahore Resolution (1940) is amended to call for 'a 

sovereign independent state', comprising six provinces in north-west and north-east India. 

May 12, 1946: Sends to the Cabinet delegation, AIML constitutional proposals. 

May 19, 1946: Cabinet Mission Plan announced. 

June 4-6, 1946: AIML Council accepts May 19 Cabinet Mission Plan. 

June 29, 1946: AIML Council withdraws acceptance due to Jawaharlal Nehru's  

July 10 Bombay Press Conference statement that Congress was not bound by any clause of the Cabinet Mission Plan, specially with regard 
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to the grouping of provinces, and decides upon Direct Action to wrest Pakistan. 

August 15, 1946: Meets Jawaharlal Nehru in Bombay on formation of the Interim Government. 

August 16, 1946: AIML observes Direct Action Day. Great Calcutta killings begin. 

September 2, 1946: An all-Congress Interim Government sworn in Muslim India observes 'Black Day' and hoists black flags everywhere. 

September 29, 1946: The Nawab of Bhopal induces Gandhi to accept the AIML as representative of all Indian Muslims. 

October 25, 1946: The AIML, led by Liaquat Ali Khan, joins the Interim Government. 

November 1946: Killings in Bihar State resulting in the death of 30,000 Muslims with 15,000 made homeless. 

December 9, 1946: AIML boycotts the Constituent Assembly called in New Delhi. 

December 19, 1946: Jinnah meets Mufti Aminul Husayni and Egyptian leaders in Cairo. 

January-February 28, 1947: Muslim League Civil Disobedience Movement initiated in Punjab against the Tiwana Ministry. 

February 20, 1947: The Muslim League launches a Civil Disobedience Movement against the Khan Sahib Ministry in the NWFP. 

March 4, 1947: Master Tara Singh's speech sparks riots in Punjab. 

April 5, 1947: First meeting with the new Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten. 

April 15, 1947: Jinnah-Gandhi joint appeal issued for peace. 

April 20, 1947: Denounces, in a statement, the proposed dissection of Bengal and Punjab, and considers it a 'grave error'. 

June 2, 1947: Along with Liaquat and Nishtar, attends leaders' conference, presided over by the Viceroy. HMG's Plan for partition circulated. 

June 3, 1947: Partition Plan announced. Acceptance of the Mountbatten Plan is broadcast. 

June 9-10, 1947: AIML Council endorses June 3 Partition Plan. 

June 25, 1947: Issues statement appealing to the Shahi Jirga, Balochistan, and non-official members of the Quetta Municipality to vote for 

Pakistan. 

June 26, 1947: Issues statement appealing to the Muslims of Sylhet to vote for Pakistan. 

July 5, 1947: Liaquat Ali Khan informs Lord Mountbatten that Jinnah would be Governor-General of Pakistan. 

July 26, 1947: Formation of the Pakistan Constituent Assembly. 

August 11, 1947: First Session of the Pakistan Constituent Assembly. Elected President. Outlines policies and principles to govern Pakistan. 

August 12, 1947: Liaquat Ali Khan moves resolution that Jinnah be known as Quaid-e-Azam (Leader of the Nation). 

August 14, 1947: Transfer-of-Power ceremonies held. Mountbatten transfers power to the Constituent Assembly on behalf of HMG. 

August 15, 1947: Sworn in as Governor-General of Pakistan. Appoints the first cabinet, headed by Liaquat Ali Khan. 

August 28, 1947: Participates in the Lahore Conference of Governors General and Prime Ministers. 

August 31, 1947: In a talk broadcast from Lahore, states 'The Boundary Award may be unjust but it is binding on us'. 

October 11, 1947: Addresses joint meeting of civil and armed forces officers. 

November 1, 1947: Discusses the Kashmir issue with Lord Mountbatten. 

December 8, 1947: Protests against the UN decision to partition Palestine, in a letter to Truman. 

December14-15, 1947: Presides over the last meeting of the AIML Council at Karachi, which decides to split the AIML into two independent 

and separate bodies. With this, his tenure as AIML president comes to an end. 

January 25, 1948: Addressing the Karachi Bar Association states that Islamic principles are as applicable to our lives today as they were 1,300 

years ago.  

January 30, 1948: Sends a condolence message on Gandhi's assassination. 

February 1948: In a talk broadcast to the US, states that the Pakistan constitution would be 'a democratic type, embodying the essential 

principle of Islam', but 'is not going to be a theocratic state'. 

March 21, 1948: Addresses mammoth public meeting in Dacca. Declares that Urdu would be the State language of Pakistan. 

March 26, 1948: Addresses a civic reception at Chittagong; recommends social justice and Islamic Socialism. 

April 27, 1948: Addresses members of the Karachi Chamber of Commerce. 

June 14, 1948: Addresses Staff College, Quetta. 

July 1, 1948: Performs the opening ceremony of the State Bank of Pakistan, the last public function he attends. Calls for evolving banking 

practices compatible with Islamic ideals of social and economic life. 

July 14, 1948: Moves to Ziarat for health reasons. 

August 13, 1948: Moves back to Quetta to convalesce. 

August 14, 1948: Issues Independence Day message. 

September 1, 1948: His health deteriorates. 

September 11, 1948: Dies in Karachi. 

September 12, 1948: State funeral. 
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

National Assembly of Pakistan was summoned by the President to 
meet on Monday, the 4

th
 November 2013 at 4:00 p.m. The session 

continued till its prorogation on 12
th

 November, hence 
constituting the 6

th
 Session of the First Parliamentary Year of the 

14
th

 National Assembly. The important legislative business of the 
6

th
 session is summarized herewith: 

 

A. Ordinances Laid 
As required by clause (2) of Article 89 of the Constitution of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, SHAIKH AFTAB AHMED, Minister of 
State for Parliamentary Affairs on Thursday, 7th November 2013 
laid before the National Assembly the following three Ordinances: 

 The Protection of Pakistan Ordinance, 2013  
(No. 9 of 2013) 

 The Anti-terrorism (Amendment) Ordinance, 2013  
(No. 8 of 2013) 

 The Anti-terrorism (Amendment) Ordinance, 2013  
(No. 7 of 2013)  

B. Bills Introduced 
A total of 2 bills were introduced in the Lower House of the 
Parliament, all of which were introduced by the Government. 
SHAIKH AFTAB AHMED, Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs 
laid them in the House. No Private Members‘ Bills were laid in this 
session. These bills have been referred to their respective standing 
committees for further deliberation. A brief overview of these bills 
is given below: 

1. The Law and Justice Commission of Pakistan (Amendment) 
Act, 2013 (Friday, 8th November 2013) 

The bill is aimed to make amendments in the Law & Justice 
Commission of Pakistan Ordinance, 1979. These amendments 
were considered in the meeting of the Commission held on 4

th
 

June 2011. The amendments recommended that existing 
qualifications for appointment of a member of the Commission 
be changed; that the Chief Justice of Islamabad High Court be 
the ex-officio member of the Commission; that the Commission 
be authorized to collaborate & sign MOU with any foreign 
Law Commission for research purpose; that 4.5% of the annual 
income be spent on Federal Judicial Academy‘s activities and 
that the Provincial Judicial Academics be enabled to access 
these funds. 

2. Federal Employees Benevolent Fund and Group Insurance 
(Amendment) Bill, 2013 (Monday, 11th November 2013) 
The Board of Trustees, Federal Employees Benevolent and 
Group Insurance Fund, in its 88

th
 meeting held on 21-02-2013, 

approved to move a revised Bill to amend the composition of 
Board of Trustees by replacing the member from devolved 
Labor and Manpower division with a member from the 
Division concerned. 

C. Resolutions 
In the 6th session, the National Assembly passed 3 resolutions out 
of which 2 resolutions were moved by Private Members and 1 
resolution was moved by the Government. 

Resolutions by Private Members 
The 2 resolutions moved by the Private Members and passed by 
the National Assembly were: 

1. Resolution about the Schedule of Local Government 
Elections announced by the Election Commission of 
Pakistan (November 7, 2013) 
The House resolved that conducting the LG elections in hasty 
and non-transparent manner will cast doubt on the credibility, 
not only on the process but also the results. The Election 
Commission of Pakistan must ensure that proper procedures 
are followed and minimum required time must be allotted for 
free, fair and transparent LG elections. 

2. Resolution that Government should take steps to make PBS 
as autonomous body (November 12, 2013). 

The House was of the opinion that the Government should 
take steps to ensure that the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics 
functions as an autonomous body 

Resolutions by Government 
The one resolution moved by the Government and passed by the 
National Assembly was: 

1. NA reiterates to hold LG Elections according to the 
Constitution of Pakistan (November 12, 2013) 
The House was fully conscious of the imperative to hold Local 
Government elections throughout the country in accordance 
with the Constitution of Pakistan. The House demanded that 
the Election Commission of Pakistan carried out its functions as 
stated in Article 140 A(2) of the Constitution and hold these 
elections in a fair, free and transparent manner as soon as 
possible. The House reiterated that elections carried out in 
haste will violate the above Article. The House demanded that 
the Election Commission of Pakistan fix a practical date after 
ensuring that all legal and administrative arrangements were 
in place in the entire country. 

D. Questions 
Each day of the session (except Private Members Day), 
comprises of a Question hour which is the physical oversight 
tool the Parliamentarians use to exercise check on the 
Government performance. Out of the total 1426 questions 
received, 966 questions were admitted and 261 were 
disallowed. During the 6

th
 Session, 96 questions were replied. 

 

CALLS ON

In the month of November, the speaker of National Assembly has 
been called on by the following: 

MP of Argentina, Mrs. Julia Perie 
Mrs. Julia Perie, MP Argentina, called on Speaker National 
Assembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on November 6, 2013. Talking to her, 
the Speaker said that Pakistan attaches immense importance to 

Argentine and wants to take the existing warm relations between 
the two countries to new heights through parliamentary and 
economic cooperation. He also suggested for exploring other 
avenues of cooperation between the two countries. The Speaker 
said that Pak-Argentine Parliamentary group to be formed shortly 
in National Assembly will give an upward momentum to the 
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existing parliamentary relations. He also called for enhancing trade 
and investment between private sectors of both the countries. 
Member of National Assembly of Argentina Mrs. Julia said that her 

country also attaches great significance to Pakistan and would 
extend its all-out support to Pakistan for overcoming its prevalent 
challenges. She expressed her country‘s desire to utilize huge 
economic and human resource potential in Pakistan for mutual 
benefit. She agreed that parliamentary friendship groups could 
play a vital role in enhancing bilateral relations. Convener of the 
Pak- Argentina Friendship Group, MNA Mr. Ghaus Bukhsh Mehr 
was also present in the meeting. 

German Ambassador, Dr. Cyrill Jcan Nunn 
German Ambassador, Dr. Cyrill Jcan Nunn, called on Speaker 
National Assembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on November 6, 2013. 
While talking to the German Ambassador, the Speaker said that 
Pakistan strongly desires to further diversify its existing relations 
through people-to-people contacts and parliamentary cooperation 
between National Assembly and German Bundestag (Parliament). 
The present Pakistani political hierarchy envisions a qualitative 
transformation in its relation with Germany for building a broad 

based, substantive and long term partnership encompassing all 
areas of mutual cooperation, he added. Underlining the need for 
further enhancing parliamentary ties between parliaments of both 
the countries, he said that Pak-German parliamentarians could 
build bridges of friendship and understanding between two 
states. He asked the Ambassador to energize the engagement 
between business community of the both the countries especially 
in energy sector to overcome the prevalent energy scarcity in the 
country. He also asked Dr.  Cyrill to convey his invitation to his 
German counterpart to visit Pakistan. German Ambassador Dr. 
Cyrill said that Germany also attaches great value to its relations 

with Pakistan and needs to further cement them. He said that 
Pakistan is an important country in region and it is a strong desire 
of his country to see Pakistan as a prosperous and stable country 
which is also in the interest of the region and the world. He 
agreed for enhancing relations between parliamentarians of both 
the countries. 

Iranian Ambassador calls on NA Speaker 
Iranian Ambassador, Mr. Ali Reza Haghighian, called on Speaker 
National Assembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on November 6, 2013. 
Talking to the Iranian Ambassador, he said that Pakistan believed 
in peaceful resolution of international problems and wanted 
peace and security in the region as it is essential for prosperity and 
development. The Speaker said that all the political parties in 
Pakistan are on the same page on the issues of national 
importance and had mandated it to hold dialogue with deviant 

elements of the society to curb extremism and terrorism in the 
country. He also underlined the need for enhancing investment 
and economic cooperation between the two countries. The 
speaker stressed enhanced exchange of parliamentary delegations 
for strengthening ties between the two countries. He thanked the 
Ambassador for good wishes of his Iranian counterpart and asked 
him to reciprocate his wishes.  
Iranian Ambassador Mr. Ali Reza Haghighian thanked Speaker for 
his sentiments for the Iranian Leadership and said that his country 
also considers Pakistan as one of its brothers and wants to further 
strengthen the existing bilateral relations through enhancing 
cooperation in diverse fields. 
 

Ambassador of Japan calls on Speaker National 
Assembly 
The Ambassador of Japan, Mr. Hiroshi Inomata called on Speaker 
National Assembly at Parliament House, Islamabad, on November 
7, 2013. In this meeting, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said that Japan and 
Pakistan does not only share the same continent but also the same 
values of democracy and human freedom. He said that Pakistan 
values its relations with Japan and wants to further strengthen 
them. He said that Pakistani Parliament strongly desires to enhance 
parliamentary relations between parliaments of both the friendly 
countries. He also called for enhancing collaboration between 
business communities of both the countries for their mutual 
benefit. The Speaker thanked the Ambassador for Japanese 
support to Pakistan in various social and economic sectors. He also 
asked Mr. Hiroshi Inomata to convey his invitation to his Japanese 
counterpart to visit Pakistan. 
Reciprocating good gesture of Speaker, the Japanese Ambassador 
said that Japan also considers Pakistan its closest friend and 
economic partner. He assured Speaker that Japan had and would 

Mrs. Julia Perie, MP Argentina called on Speaker NA, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in Parliament 
House on November 6, 2013 

Mr. Ali Reza Haghighian, Ambassador of Iran called on Speaker NA in Parliament House 
on November 6, 2013 

Dr. Cyrill Jcan Nunn, Ambassador of Germany called on Speaker NA, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, 
in Parliament House on November 6, 2013 
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support Pakistan in future to deal with crisis confronting its 
progress and prosperity. He agreed for enhancing parliamentary 
ties between both the parliaments. 

Ambassador of Algeria calls on NA Speaker 
The Ambassador of Algeria, Dr. Ahmed Benflis called on Speaker 
National Assembly at Parliament House, Islamabad, on November 
7, 2013. Talking to the Ambassador, the Speaker remarked that 
both the nations are intertwined in bonds of religion, history and 
culture. Pakistan attaches immense importance to Algeria and 

wants to take the existing warm relations between the two 
countries to new heights through parliamentary and economic 
cooperation. 
Ambassador of Algeria admired that Pakistan was the first country 
who recognize Algeria at the time of his independence. He 
agreed with Speaker and said that Algerian Parliament would be 
delighted to enhance its relations with Pakistani Parliament so that 
understanding and cooperation between both the countries 
could be further pursued. 

Ambassador of Turkish Republic calls on NA Speaker 
The Ambassador of Turkish Republic, S. Babur Girgin, called on 
Speaker National Assembly at Parliament House, Islamabad, on 
November 7, 2013. While talking to the H.E. S. Babur Girgin, the 
Speaker said that friendship between the two brotherly countries 
are time tested and have roots in history. The Speaker said that 
Turkey has always been a friend in need and stood by Pakistan in 
difficult times. He stressed the need for enhanced interaction 

between the parliamentarians of both the countries. He called for 
greater interaction between business communities of both the 
countries to tap the immense economic potential especially in the 
trade and manufacturing sectors. 

Ambassador S. Babur agreed with Speaker and said that Turkish 
Parliament would be delighted to enhance its relations with 
Pakistani Parliament so that understanding and cooperation 
between both the countries could be further pursued. He assured 
Speaker that he would take up the issue with the concerned 
quarters so that areas of bilateral cooperation could be explored. 

Ambassador of Sweden, Mr. Lars Hjalmar Wide 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker National Assembly has underlined the 
importance of Pakistan for stabilization of Afghanistan and peace 
in the region. He also expressed his country‘s desire for a stable 
and peaceful atmosphere in Pakistan as well as in the region 
through negotiations. Talking to the Ambassador of Sweden Mr. 
Lars-Hjalmar Wide in the Parliament House on November 11, the 
Speaker said terrorism and extremism are the biggest threats to 
peace and stability in Pakistan and it can be curbed by addressing 
the root causes of this menace. ―Being a frontline state in war 
against terrorism, Pakistan has rendered unprecedented sacrifices 
in this regard‖ he added. 
Taking about the democracy in Pakistan, he said that democracy 
has taken roots and all the progressive political forces were united 
on the issues of national importance and for the betterment of the 
masses. ―Democracy is the only way to guarantee our stability and 
to ensure our economic and social progress‖ he added. The 
Speaker said that the recent smooth transition of power from one 
elected government to another was a great motivation for 
strengthening of the democratic institutions in Pakistan. 

―NA Speaker called for interaction between 

Parliamentary Groups and people of Sweden 

and Pakistan to build bridges of Friendship‖  

The Speaker underscored the need for regular interaction 
between political leadership, parliamentarians and people of both 
the countries that would take the existing bilateral relations 
between both the countries to new heights. He also stressed the 
need for frequent exchange of Parliamentary Delegation and to 
re-activate friendship groups between the two Parliaments for 
better understanding and enhanced cooperation through 
parliamentary diplomacy. He asked the Ambassador to energize 
the engagement between business community of the both the 
countries especially in energy, textile, telecommunication and 
other industrial sectors. He said that revival of economy through 
pro-investment policies and enhancing trade with foreign 
countries is the top most priority of the government. The Speaker 
asked Ambassador to convey his invitation to his Swedish 
counterpart to visit Pakistan. 
Reciprocating good gesture of the Speaker, Ambassador Mr. Lars-
Hjalmar said that Sweden also considers Pakistan its closest friend 

Mr. Lars Hjalmar Wide, Ambassador of Sweden called on Speaker National Assembly, 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House on November 11, 2013 

Dr. Ahmed Benflis, Ambassador of Aleria called on speaker NA Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in 
Parliament House on November, 7.2013 

Babur Girgin, Ambassador of Turkish Republic called on speaker NA Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in 
Parliament House on November, 7.2013 
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and economic partner. He said that huge economic potential 
exists in both the countries which needed to be grabbed for 
mutual benefit. He appreciated Pakistan‘s sacrifices in fight against 
terrorism. He assured Speaker that Sweden had and would 
support Pakistan in future to deal with crisis confronting its 
progress and prosperity. He agreed for enhancing parliamentary 
ties between both the parliaments. 
 
Chinese Ambassador Calls on Acting Speaker NA  
Islamabad November 22, 2013: Acting Speaker National Assembly 
Murtaza Javed Abassi has said that parliamentary contacts 
between Pakistan and China would reinvigorate the existing 

warm relations between both the brotherly countries. He said that 
Pakistan and China were not only neighbors but time-tested and 
all-weather friends whose hearts beat together. The Acting 
Speaker was talking to Mr. Sun Weidong, Ambassador of Peoples 
Republic of China who called on him in Parliament House, this 
afternoon.  
The Acting Speaker said that friendship and cooperation between 
both the brotherly countries serve the fundamental interests of the 
two countries and contribute to peace, stability and development 
in the region and beyond. He said that Pakistan strongly desire to 
further consolidate and deepen its deep-rooted and all-weather 

strategic partnership of cooperation through parliamentary 
contacts. He said that forth coming visit of Madam Shen Yueyue, 
Vice Chairperson of the Chinese National People‘s Congress along 
with a high level parliamentary delegation would prove a 
landmark in further consolidation of the Pak-China relations. The 
delegation will arrive in Islamabad on 28th November and will 
meet their Pakistani counterparts besides calling on President and 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Chairman Senate and other senior 
political figures. 
The Chinese Ambassador Mr. Sun Weidong said that Chinese 
government always regards Pakistan its closest friend and wants to 
further deepen China-Pakistan friendship and pass it on from 
generation to generation. He said that Chinese political hierarchy 
strongly supports enhancing parliamentary contacts. He said that 
Chinese parliamentarians were looking forward to meet their 
Pakistani counterparts. He was confident that their discourse 
would provide a way forward in exchanging views for enhancing 
cooperation between two nations. 
 
National Defence University Delegation calls on NA Speaker 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker National Assembly has said that future 
of the country rests in hands of the youth and our young people 
has all the potential and abilities to meet the challenges 
confronted to the nation. He was talking to a group of participants 
and faculty members of the Contemporary Studies, National 
Defence University (NDU), who called on him at the Parliament 
House on Friday, 8 November, 2013. Speaker said that nation has 
lot of expectations from its youth and they should equip 
themselves of modern time technology and work hard to coup 
with challenges confronted to the country and to come up the 
expectations of the nation. Speaker said that Pakistan is facing 
menace of terrorism and extremism which has disrupted civic life 
of citizens and economic activity in the country. He said that the 
government is trying to indigenously address the root causes of 
the menace. Speaker also shared with the participants about the 
composition, working and functioning of the National Assembly 
and its Standing Committees. He also expressed his views 
regarding the austerity measures in the National Assembly 
Secretariat

NA SPEAKER’S VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA

Ten Members Pakistan Parliamentary Delegation visits Saudi 
Arabia  

A 10 member Pakistan 
Parliamentary Delegation headed 
by Speaker, National Assembly, 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq visited Saudi 
Arabia from 16 to 24 November, 
2013 on the invitation of 
Chairman of the Majlis ash-Shura, 
Saudi Arabia, Abdullah ibn 
Muhammad Al ash-Sheikh. 
The delegation met with their 
Saudi counterparts besides, 
meeting with the Chairman, Majlis 
al-Shura, Saudi Arabia and Saudi 
Crown Prince. The delegation also 
performed Umrah. Besides, the 
Speaker National Assembly, the 
delegation included MNAs, Mr. 
Muhammad Anwar Ch, Mr. Amer Ali Khan Magsi, Mr. Khalid 
Hussain Magsi, Mr. Iqbal Muhammad Ali Khan, Mr. Usman  Khan, 
Mr. Tariqullah Khan, Mr. Bismillah Khan, Raja Aamer Zaman and 

Secretary, National Assembly. Deputy Speaker National Assembly, 
Murtaza Javed Abbasi acted as a Speaker during the Speaker‘s visit 

abroad. 

NA Speaker meets Saudi 
Crown Prince  
Speaker, National Assembly 
of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz 
Sadiq called on Saudi 
Crown Prince and Defense 
Minister, His Royal Highness, 
Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz 
Al Saud in Riyadh on 
Sunday, November 17, 
according to a message 
received from Saudi Arabia. 
During their meeting both 
the leaders expressed 
satisfaction at the status of 

bilateral relations between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq conveyed to the Crown Prince the greetings of 
President and Prime Minister of Pakistan which were warmly 

NA Speaker, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq called on HRC Crown Prince Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, Deputy 
Premier and Minister for Defence in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on 17

th
 November, 2013 

Mr. Sun Weidong, Ambassador of People’s Republic of China called on Acting Speaker 
NA, Murtaza Javed Abbasi in Parliament House on 22nd November, 2011 
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reciprocated by the Crown Prince. The Speaker expressed his 

desire to further intensify cooperation between the two sides. He 
remarked that a regular exchange of high level visits would play 
an important role in further strengthening relations. He thanked 
the Crown Prince for the announcement of amnesty to 
expatriate workers which has enabled about 800,000 
Pakistanis in the Kingdom to correct their status. He 
expressed the hope that Pakistanis in far-flung areas of 
the Kingdom would be allowed to correct their status 
despite the expiry of the deadline. 
The Crown Prince termed relations between the two 
sides as historic and unique. He said that Pakistan was 
the closest friend and ally to the Kingdom. Responding 
to Speaker‘s request regarding of out-of-status 
Pakistanis, the Crown Prince said that the proposal 
would be considered by the relevant authorities 
sympathetically. 
Earlier, the Speaker National Assembly of Pakistan was 
received at the airport by Honorable Speaker, Majlis 
Shura, Dr. Abdullah Bin Mohammed Bin Ibrahim Al-
Sheikh and Vice Speaker, Dr. Mohammed Amin Ahmad 
Jefri along with Ambassador Muhammad Naeem Khan 
and other officials of Pakistan Embassy. The visiting 
Speaker is heading a parliamentary delegation of 7 
Members of National Assembly of Pakistan. After the 
arrival of 
The Honorable Speaker of Majlis Shura hosted a lunch 
in honor of the Pakistani delegation. The two speakers 
agreed that parliamentary exchanges between the two 
sides need to be enhanced. The two sides also agreed 
in principle to work out a Memorandum of 
Understanding for this purpose. 

Close cooperation between National Assembly of Pakistan and 
Saudi Shura to add substance to bilateral relations; Says NA 
Speaker  
Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq called on Speaker of 
the Saudi Majlis al-Shura Dr. Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Ibrahim 
Al Al-Sheikh in Riyadh on November 18, according to a message 
received from Saudi Arabia. Both the Speakers discussed matters 
pertaining to bilateral relations with emphasis on enhancing 
cooperation between the parliaments of the two countries. 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said that Pakistan and Saudi Arabia enjoy close 
fraternal relations, pointing out that the two countries stood by 
each other in testing times. "Close and frequent contacts at the 
highest level have been the hallmark of these relations," he added. 
The Speaker said that close cooperation between the National 

Assembly of Pakistan and the Saudi Shura Council would add 
substance to bilateral relations. 
Reciprocating to the remarks of Speaker National Assembly, Dr. 
Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Ibrahim Al Al-Sheikh said that Saudi 
Arabia attaches immense importance to its relations with Pakistan 
and wants to further diversify them through enhancing 
parliamentary contacts. He said that Pakistani and Saudi 
parliamentarians have a lot to learn from each other's experience 
and for this purpose closer cooperation and greater parliamentary 
interaction was needed. He said that Saudi Arabia would always 
stand by its Pakistani brethren whenever needed. 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq expressed his gratitude to Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King Abdullah for his personal commitment and 
interest in promoting fraternal relations between the two nations 
and the welfare of the Pakistani community in the Kingdom. He 
thanked his Saudi Counterpart for his sentiments for Pakistan and 
the Pakistani people and for the hospitality extended during his 
visit to Saudi Arabia and also invited him to visit Pakistan. 

NA Speaker meets Saudi Deputy Premier Prince Muqrin  

Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq met Prince Muqrin 

bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Second Deputy Premier, Advisor and 
Special Envoy of Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques in Riyadh on 
November 19, according to a message received from Saudi 
Arabia. During the meeting, they exchanged cordial talks and 
discussed a number of issues of common interest between the 
two brotherly countries and ways of strengthening relations. 
Referring to the immemorial brotherly ties with Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia, the Speaker said that both the countries were intertwined 
in religious and cultural bonds which have gained strength due to 
the commitment of ruling hierarchies on either side. He said that 
Pakistan greatly values Saudi support during natural calamities and 
crisis in Pakistan. He hailed the decision on granting amnesty to 
illegal Pakistani workers for getting their status legalized. He said 
that remaining illegal Pakistani workers may also be regularized 
and legalized among others. 

NA Speaker, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq called on Dr. Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Ibrahim Al 
Al-Sheikh, Speaker of Majlis Al’shura in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on 18

th
 November, 2013 

NA Speaker, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq called on HRH Prince Muqrin bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, Second Deputy Prime 
Minister in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on November 19, 2013 
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The Speaker apprised the Deputy Premier about his talks with his 
Saudi Counterpart. He informed that they have agreed to endorse 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to boost cooperation in 
the field of parliamentary affairs and foster high-level parlia-
mentary exchanges. He said that both sides have agreed to 
expand friendly exchanges, share experiences and learn from 
each other‘s experience, as the two legislative bodies have 
different specialized panels including a committee on Kashmir at 
the National Assembly of Pakistan. 
Hailing the robust growth of the bilateral relations in the past 
several decades, Prince Muqrin assured the Speaker about the 
personal commitment of Custodian of the Holy Mosques to further 
strengthen relations with Pakistan. He said that Saudi Arabia 
strongly desires to see a prosperous, stable and economically 
vibrant Pakistan. He said that Saudi Arabia will extend all-out 
support to Pakistan in diverse fields. He said that energy, 
agriculture, economic and vocational training sectors have vast 
potential for collaboration between both the countries. 

Speaker NA meets Governor of Madina Munawarah  

The Governor of Madina Munawara Prince Faisal bin Salman bin 
Abdul Aziz underlined the importance of strategic relations 
between the two brotherly countries and expressed the 
commitment of further strengthening of existing relations. He said 

this in a meeting with Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker National 
Assembly in Madina Munawara on November 20, according to 
message received from Saudi Arabia.  

The Governor of Madina Munawara underlined the importance of 
strategic relations between the two brotherly countries. He said 
that existing relations would be strengthened in days to come and 
cooperation between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan would be further 
diversified for mutual benefit of both the nations. He praised the 
Pakistani community and reiterated his cooperation for Pakistanis 
residing and working in Madina Munawara. 
During his conversation with the Governor, the Sardar Ayaz Sadiq 
hoped that the Saudi government would continue to manifest 
special consideration towards Pakistani community. He lauded the 
efforts of the Saudi government for legalizing the status of 
Pakistani expatriates. He said that Pakistan greatly values the Saudi 
support to Pakistan. 
 
Pak Saudi Relations are not of Today but of Long Standing 
Yester Years: Acting Speaker NA  

Islamabad: November 20, 2013; Murtaza Javed Abbasi, Acting 
Speaker National Assembly has said that we are two sides of the 
same coin and as such, we share in each other‘s happiness and 
pain. The relations between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are not of 
today but of long standing yester years. He was addressing the 
launching ceremony of Visa processing centre for the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia at Islamabad, today. Prince Faisal Al Saud and 
Ambassador of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Pakistan Mr. Abdul 
Aziz Bin Ibrahim Bin Salih Al-Ghadeer were also present at the 
occasion. 
He said that Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are brotherly countries and 
we stand with them shoulder-to-shoulder at all time. These 
relations are very strong based on love, affection and care for each 
other and with time these relations have strengthened further. 
―Both the countries are tied in the eternal bonds of religion, history 
and culture. Saudi Arabia has always supported Pakistan in difficult 
times‖ he added. He said that the security in Red Zone area is 
hardening step for common citizen to reach Saudi Embassy and 
get the visa. The creation of this Centre for the provision of visa 
especially for Hajj and Umrah is admirable. 
The Saudi Ambassador Abdul Aziz Alghadeer said that the hearts 
of the people of the two countries beat in unison. It‘s a popular 
fact that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan have keenly and generously looked out for each other 
whenever the occasion has called for it. ―We are decided to form 
such kind of centre in federal capital as well as in all provincial 
capitals‖ he added. He assured that more centers will be added in 
different cities as required. 

CHINESE PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION VISITS PAKISTAN: 
IMPORTANT EVENTS

A Chinese Parliamentary Delegation led by Madam Shen Yueyue, 
Vice Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the National 
People‘s Congress arrived in Islamabad on 28th November, 2013 
on a three day official visit to Pakistan. Deputy Speaker National 
Assembly Murtaza Javed Abbasi and senior officials of the National 
Assembly Secretariat received the delegation at Benazir Bhutto 
International Airport, Islamabad. 
The delegation comprised of senior Members and officials of the 
Chinese National People‘s Congress. The Chinese Parliamentarians 
during their stay in Islamabad called on President & Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, Speaker National Assembly and Chairman Senate 
besides meeting with their Pakistani counterparts. 

The interaction between parliamentarians is continuation of the 
pledge of Pakistani and Chinese leadership to further consolidate 
the time immemorial brotherly ties between both the nations. 
During the discourse between the Sino-Pak parliamentarians, both 
the sides exchanged views, shared experiences and pledged to 
explore further possibilities of parliamentary cooperation. 
 
Enhancing Parliamentary Contacts to Further Strengthen 
Relations between Pakistan and China: Says Shen Yueyue 
Madam Shen Yueyue, Vice Chairperson of the Standing 
Committee of the Chinese National People‘s Congress has said 
that China strongly desires to see a stable and a prosperous 

NA Speaker, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq called on HRH Prince  Faisal Bin Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al-
Saud, Governor of Madinah Munawar at Saudi Arabia on 20

th
 November, 2013 
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Pakistan. She said that regardless of the changing domestic and 
international situations, the friendship between both the nations 
have gained strength due to the commitment of political 
leadership of both the countries. She was talking to Speaker 
National Assembly during a call on in Parliament House, on 28th 
November, 2013. 
Madam Shen Yueyue said that China greatly values its sixty-two 
years old friendship with Pakistan which has passed the test of 
time. She said that hearts of people of both the countries beat 
together and Chinese people are truly proud to have such 
devoted friends. She said that political leadership on both sides has 
strong commitment to strengthen the existing relations. She 
suggested for enhancing contacts between women 
Parliamentarians and youth of both the countries for sharing views 
and experiences. 
Speaker National 
Assembly Sardar Ayaz 
Sadiq said that Pakistan 
attaches immense 
importance to its 
relations with China and 
desires to further solidify 
and deepen its deep-
rooted, all-weather 
strategic partnership of 
cooperation for mutual 
benefit of both the 
nations. The Speaker said 
that Pakistan appreciates 
the strong support and 
selfless assistance from 
the Chinese government 
and people for its 
economic and social 
development, however, 
stressed for further 
strengthening them through parliamentary contacts. 
He said that parliamentarians from both the countries could play a 
vital role in realization of the goals of friendship. He proposed a 
joint parliamentary committee of National Assembly and National 
People‘s Congress to facilitate the process of ongoing 
parliamentary and economic collaboration between two 
countries. He said that Pakistan-China Economic corridor project 
would create massive economic activity in the region resulting in 
progress and prosperity for the people of both the countries. He 
said that pragmatic cooperation between both the countries 
could bring more tangible benefits to the Pakistan and Chinese 
people. 
Madam Shen Yueyue agreed with the Speaker and said that her 
Government and National People‘s congress strongly advocates 
promotion of parliamentary role in friendship between both the 
brotherly countries. She said that sole purpose of her visit was to 
implement the agreement between both the parliaments for 
enhancing bilateral parliamentary contacts. 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq earlier appraised the Chinese dignitary about 
the formation of Pak-China Friendship Group in the National 
Assembly of Pakistan which is largest amongst the group with 
other countries. He said that frequent interaction between 
Friendship groups of both the legislatures would help boosting 
the contacts between parliamentarians of both the countries and 
would advance better understanding and pragmatic cooperation 
to meet challenges in pursuit of common development. 
Mr. Murtaza Javed Abbasi, Deputy Speaker National Assembly, 
Syed Khursheed Shah, Leader of Opposition, Rana Tanvir Hussain, 

Minister for Defence production, Rana Mohammad Afzal Khan 
MNA/Convener Pak-China Friendship Group and Members of the 
Chinese delegation were also present during the call on. 

Pak Sino Relations are 'Multifaceted and Multidimensional': Pak 
china Friendship Group 

The Pak China Parliamentary Friendship Group has strongly 
underlined the importance of parliamentary relations and people 
to people contacts between the Pakistan and China and these are 
the two key factors in strengthening affairs between the two 
nations. They also reiterated the need for enhanced cooperation 
in agriculture, irrigation, energy, railways, infrastructure 
development, economy, sports, culture, tourism and educational 
sectors. Members of both the groups expressed these 
commitments during a meeting in a Parliament House under the 

jointly chaired by 
Rana Muhammad 
Afzal Khan, Convener 
Pak China 

Parliamentary 
Friendship in the 
National Assembly of 
Pakistan and Mr. 
Cong Bin, Vice 
Chairman of the 
China Pakistan 

Parliamentary 
Friendship Group of 
the National People‘s 
Congress (NPC) on 
November 28. 
While welcoming 
the Chinese 
delegation, Rana 
Muhammad Afzal 
Khan said that we 

are very keen to add more value, depth and substance to our 
bilateral relations through increased cooperation, interaction and 
strong partnerships at all levels. He said the visit of Chinese 
delegation would certainly go a long way in common and 
constant endeavour to augment the bond of friendship and 
cooperation that binds the two countries. "Enhanced cooperation 
between our Parliaments is very essential to bring people closer 

and strengthen our bilateral ties," he added. 
He said that the present Pakistani political hierarchy envisions a 
qualitative transformation in its relation with China for building a 
broad based, substantive and long term partnership 
encompassing all areas of mutual cooperation. 

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker NA Shaking hand with Madam Shen Yueyue, Vice Chairperson of the Standing Committee 
of the National People's Congress, China on 28th November, 2013, at parliament House 

Madam Shen Yueyue, Vice Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the National 
People's Congress, China is calling on Sardar Ayaz Sadiq Speaker NA on 28th November, 

2013 at Parliament House 
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Mr. Cong Bin also underscored the need for enhanced 
cooperation between NPC and National Assembly of Pakistan and 
observed that the cooperation between two institutions is on a 
very positive trajectory. He thanked Convener and others 
members of the Friendship Group for 
the warm welcome. He said that 
China and Pakistan enjoyed a long-
time friendship and were good 
partners and brothers. He expressed 
special gratitude for the support on 
China's core interests. He also 
highlighted the importance of Pak-
China economic corridor which would 
contribute to further expending 
economic and trade cooperation. 
The meeting was also attended by Mr. 
Wang Jinliang, Deputy Secretary 
General NPC, Mr. Iftikarud Din, Syed 
Ghazi Gulab Jamal, Mr Bismillah Khan, 
Alhaj Sha Jee Gul Afrisdi, Mr. Tahir 
Iqbal Ch., Mr. Imran Zafar Leghari, Ms. 
Ayesha Raza Farooq, Ms. Nighat 
Paeveen Mir, Ms. Khalida Mansoor, Ms. 
Asiya Tanoli, Ms. Leila Khan, Ms. Asifa 
Khalid Parvez, Ms. Iffat Liaqat, Ms. 
Shazia Ashfaq Mattu, Ms Amra Khan, 
Ms. Shazia Fatima Khawaja, Ms. 
Shahida TRehmani, Ms. MARVI Memon 
and Ms. Sajida Begum. 

Pakistan has a very Rich, Diverse and Colourful Culture: Chinese 
Delegation 
The Chinese parliamentary delegation headed by Ms. Shen 
Yueyue, Vice Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the 
National People‘s Congress visited Lok Virsa (National Institute of 
Folk and Traditional Heritage) here at Shakarparian on Saturday, 
30th November. On arrival, the distinguished guests were warmly 
received by Lok Virsa senior officials and briefed them about 
important aspects of Pakistan‘s traditional culture and heritage. 
Shen Yueyue and his team members took keen interest in the 
museum hall, showing contributions of the Muslims towards 
promotion of musical heritage, diorama on wedding rituals of 
Cholistan desert and link passage presenting cultural affinities and 
influences with the People‘s Republic of China with artifacts 

contributed by the Chinese side as a gift to the people of Pakistan. 
While exchanging their views with Lok Virsa‘s officers, Shen 
Yueyue said ―we are very much impressed to see the culture of 
Pakistan which has been presented beautifully in this museum‖. A 

short live musical performance by folk artists and folk musicians 
was also presented to entertain the Chinese delegation at Lok 
Virsa. The delegates enjoyed the music with great pleasure and 
enthusiasm. Earlier, they visited the Faisal Mosque and remained 
there for some time and appreciated the architectural grandeur of 
the Mosque. The senior officials of the mosque briefed the 
delegation on the salient features of the mosque on the occasion. 
Later, the delegation also paid a visit to the Pakistan National 
Monument at top of Shakarparian hills, depicting history, struggle 
for freedom, birth and development of Pakistan as a progressive 
state. The delegation took keen interest in the displays portraying 
the contributions of national heroes and their contributions. 
Meanwhile Murtaza Javed Abbasi, Deputy Speaker National 
Assembly hosted lunch in honour of Chinese delegation. Federal 
Ministers, Parliamentarians, Members of the Pak China Friendship 
Group and senior officers were also present on the occasion. 

 

ACTIVITIES OF COMMITTEES

NA Business advisory Committee meets  
House Business Advisory Committee of the National Assembly met 
in Parliament House on November 4, with Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, 
Speaker National Assembly in the chair to discuss the business for 
the 6th Session of the National Assembly. 
The meeting discussed the agenda and ways to run the 
proceedings of the 6th session of the National Assembly. The 
Representatives of all the parliamentary parties gave their 
proposals regarding business in the House. It was decided that the 
current NA Session will continue till November 12, 2013. The 
meeting was also decided that the sittings of the National 
Assembly will be held in morning except Monday. After thorough 
discussion, it was also decided that the Rules will be suspended 
and the discussion will be held on the situation arisen due to 
recent drone attack in North Waziristan in order to facilitate 
maximum number of MNAs to participate in the debate. 

The meeting was attended by Mr. Zahid Hamid, Minister for 
Science & Technology, Ch. Muhammad Barjees Tahir, Minister for 
Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan, Sheikh Aftab Ahmed, Minister 
of State for Parliamentary Affairs/Chief Whip of the Pakistan 
Muslim League (N), Jam Kamal Khan, Minister of State for 
Petroleum & Natural Resources, Syed Khursheed Ahmed Shah, 
Leader of the Opposition, MNAs; Ms. Shaista Pervez, Mr. Shahab-
ud-Din Khan, Syed Naveed Qamar, Dr. Arif Alvi, Mr. Iqbal 
Muhammad Ali Khan, Maulana Muhammad Khan Sherani, Syed 
Ghazi Gulab Jamal, Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain Qureshi, 
Raja Aamer Zaman, Dr. Tariq Fazal Chudhary, Chaudhary 
Muhammad Ashraf, Mr. Aijaz Hussain Jakhrani, Sheikh Salahuddin, 
Syed Kazim Ali Shah, Sahibzada Tariq Ullah, Ch.Tariq Bashir 
Cheema, Dr. Muhammad Farooq Sattar, Mr. Abdul Qahar Khan 
Wadan and Adbul Rashid Godil. 
 

Group Photo of the Chinese Parliamentary Delegation & Members of the Pak-China Friendship Group in National Assembly with 
Speaker, National Assembly 
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The Election of the Chairmen of four NA Standing Committees 
held; NA Speaker and Deputy Speaker congratulate newly 
elected Chairmen of the Standing Committees  
The meetings of the National Assembly Standing Committees on 
Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony, Petroleum and Natural 
Resources, Interior and Narcotics Control and Water and Power 
held separately in Parliament House, Islamabad on November 5, 
for election of their Chairperson. 
MNAs Hafiz Abdul Kareem, Ch. Bilal Ahmad Virk, Rana Shamim 
Ahmad Khan and Mr. Muhammad Arshad Khan Laghari have 
been unanimously elected the Chairmen of Standing Committees 
on Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony, Petroleum and 
Natural Resources, Interior and Narcotics Control and Water and 
Power, respectively. 
Special Secretary (Admin), National Assembly Syed Munawar 
Abbas has conducted the election of the Chairmen. He 
congratulated newly elected Chairmen of the Standing 
Committees on behalf of Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker and Murtaza 
Javed Abbasi Deputy Speaker, National Assembly and assured 
them National Assembly Secretariat‘s full cooperation for smooth 
functioning of the Standing Committees. 
The newly elected Chairmen thanked the members of the 

committees for reposing confidence and trust in them by electing 
them Chairmen Standing Committees and assured them to make 
all out efforts to come up to their expectations and to make the 
proceedings of the Committees meaningful and result oriented 
with their cooperation. 

Two NA Standing Committees elect Chairmen; NA Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker Congratulate Newly Elected Chairmen of the 
Standing Committees.  
The meetings of the National Assembly Standing Committees on 
Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan and Law, Justice and Human 
Rights held separately in Parliament House, Islamabad on 
November 6, for election of their Chairperson. 

MNAs Malik Ibrar Ahmed and Chaudhry Mahmood Bashir Virk 
have been unanimously elected the Chairmen of Standing 
Committees on  Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan and Law, Justice 
and Human Rights,  respectively. 
Special Secretary (Admin), National Assembly Syed Munawar 
Abbas has conducted the election of the Chairmen. While 
felicitating the newly elected Chairmen of the Standing 
Committees on behalf of Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker and Murtaza 
Javed Abbasi Deputy Speaker, National Assembly the Special 
Secretary assured the new elected Chairperson, National Assembly 
Secretariat‘s full cooperation for smooth functioning of the 
Standing Committees. 
The newly elected Chairmen thanked the members of the 
committees for reposing confidence and trust in them by electing 
them Chairmen Standing Committees and assured them of 
making all out efforts to come up to their expectations and to 
make the proceedings of the Committees meetings result oriented 
with their cooperation and guidance. The members of the 
Standing Committees have also felicitated the elected Chairmen 
and assured their full cooperation. Chief Whip PLM (N) and 
Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs, Sheikh Aftab Ahmad was 
also present during the meetings of Standing Committees. 

Two NA Standing Committees elect Chairmen; NA Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker congratulate newly elected Chairmen of the 
Standing Committees  
The meetings of the National Assembly Standing Committees on 
Housing & Works and National Food Security and Research held 
separately in Parliament House, Islamabad on November 7, for 
election of their Chairperson. 
MNA Haji Muhammad Akram Ansari was elected Chairman of 
Standing Committee on Housing & Works while, MNA Malik 
Shakir Bashir Awan was elected Chairman of Standing Committee 
on National Food Security and Research unanimously.    
Special Secretary (Admin), National Assembly Syed Munawar 
Abbas has conducted the election of the Chairmen. While 
felicitating the newly elected Chairmen of the Standing 
Committees on behalf of Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker and Murtaza 
Javed Abbasi Deputy Speaker, National Assembly the Special 
Secretary assured the new elected Chairperson, National Assembly 

Secretariat‘s full cooperation for smooth functioning of the 
Standing Committees. 
The newly elected Chairmen thanked the members of the 
committees for reposing confidence and trust in them by electing 
them Chairmen Standing Committees and assured them of 
making all out efforts to come up to their expectations and to 
make the proceedings of the Committees meetings result oriented 
with their cooperation and guidance. The members of the 
Standing Committees have also felicitated the newly elected 
Chairmen and assured them their full cooperation. Chief Whip 
PLM (N) and Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs, Sheikh 

Speaker National Assembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, chairing the meeting of House Business 
Advisory Committee at Parliament House on November 4, 2013 

After the Election of Chairman Standing Committee of States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) 
Muhammad Jamal-ud-Din Chairing the meeting at Parliament House on November 8, 2013 

After the Election of Chairman Standing Committee on Planniing and Development Abdul 
Majeed Khanan Khail Chairing the meeting at Parliament House on November 8, 2013 
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Aftab Ahmad was also present during the meetings of Standing 
Committees. 

Three NA Standing Committees Elect Chairmen; Na Speaker 
and Deputy Speaker Congratulate Newly Elected Chairmen of 
the Standing Committees  

The meetings of the National Assembly Standing Committees on 
Information Broadcasting & Natural Heritage, States and Frontier 
Regions( SAFRON) and Planning and Development held 
separately in Parliament House, Islamabad on November 8, for 
election of their Chairperson.  
MNA Ms. Marvi Memon was elected Chairperson of Standing 
Committee on Information Broadcasting & National Heritage, 
MNA Muhammad Jamal ud Din was elected Chairman of 
Standing Committee on States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) 
while, MNA Abdul Majeed Khan Khanan Khail was elected 
Chairman of Standing Committee on Planning and Development, 
unanimously.  
Special Secretary (Admin), National Assembly Syed Munawar 
Abbas has conducted the election of the Chairmen. While 
felicitating the newly elected Chairmen of the Standing 
Committees on behalf of Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker and Murtaza 
Javed Abbasi Deputy Speaker, National Assembly the Special 
Secretary assured the new elected Chairperson, National Assembly 
Secretariat‘s full cooperation for smooth functioning of the 
Standing Committees. 
The newly elected Chairmen thanked the members of the 
committees for reposing confidence and trust in them by electing 
them Chairmen Standing Committees and assured them of 
making all out efforts to come up to their expectations and to 
make the proceedings of the Committees meetings result oriented 
with their cooperation and guidance. The members of the 
Standing Committees have also felicitated the newly elected 
Chairmen and assured them their full cooperation. Chief Whip 
PLM (N) and Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs, Sheikh 
Aftab Ahmad was also present during the meetings of Standing 
Committees. 

Meeting of the National Assembly Standing Committee on 
Water and Power  

A meeting of the National Assembly Standing Committee on 
Water and Power was held on 25-11-2013 at 2:00 pm in 
Committee Room No. 2, Parliament House, Islamabad, under the 
Chairmanship of Mr. Muhammad Arshad Khan Laghari, MNA. It 
was attended by MNAs Syed Ayaz Ali Shah Sherazi, Malik Ihtebar 
Khan, Lt. Col.(Retd) Ghulam Rasool Sahi, Rana Afzaal Hussain, Pir 
Muhammad Aslam Bodla, Rao Muhammad Ajmal Khan, Syed 
Ghulam Mustafa Shah, Nawab Muhammad Yousaf Talpur, Dr. 
Mahreen Razaque Bhutto, Mr. Junaid Akbar, Syed Waseem 
Hussain, Moulana Muhammad Gohar Shah, Syed Kazim Ali Shah, 
Mr. Abdul Rahim Khan Mandokhail, Syed Ghazi Gulab Jamal and 
Sahibzada Muhammad Yaqub and other officers from the Ministry 
of Water and Power and its attached departments. 
The Standing Committee was briefed about the achievements and 
initiatives of the Government with regards to power sector. The 
Committee was told that the circular debt of Rs. 480 billion has 
almost been cleared. Power policy 2013 by CCI has been 
approved and the Task Forces on theft of electricity have been 
asked to curb this menace. The work on stuck up projects has 
been reactivated. The Prime Minister has also been visiting friendly 
countries to attract FDI in water and power sectors. The Pakistan 
Power Park at Gaddani has been started for addition of affordable 
coal based power and the Government is also taking immediate 
steps for the import of electricity from neighbouring countries. The 
problems of water and power sector are addressed as short term, 
medium term and long term goals. The end result of these goals 
will be an output of 30,000 MW within a span of 15 years. 
The Standing Committee asked the Secretary Ministry of Water 
and Power to direct different DISCOs to stop over billing with 
immediate effect and the Chief Engineers of DISCOs must attend 
the calls from the members and pay heed to them. The meeting 
concluded with the vote of thanks to and from the Chair.

OTHER NEWS

NA Speaker and Deputy Speaker felicitates newly appointed 
COAS, CJCSC 

Thursday, 28th November, 2013 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker and Murtaza Javed Abbasi, Deputy 
Speaker National Assembly have congratulated Lieutenant 
General Raheel Sharif on his promotion and appointment as 
Pakistan‘s Chief of Army Staff (COAS). They also felicitated 
Lieutenant General Rashid Mehmood on his promotion and 
subsequent appointment as Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee (CJCSC). 
In their separate felicitation messages, they said that Pak Army is 
among the best armies in the world and assuming its leadership is 
a great honour. They hoped that with their professional expertise 
they would make the defence of the country impregnable. ―May 
Almighty Allah enable them to discharge their responsibilities ably 
and they remain successful in facing the challenges confronting 
the country‖ they added. 

Special Persons are Important Part of the Society: Says Acting 
Speaker NA  

Acting Speaker National Assembly Murtaza Javed Abbasi has said 
that the government is cognizant of the problems being faced by 

special persons and is working to empower them and to address 
their problems. He expressed these views while addressing the 
concluding ceremony of a 3-day International Conference on 
Person with disability organized by Community Based Inclusive 
Development (CBID) at a local Hotel, Islamabad on November 22. 
The Acting Speaker said that special persons are important part of 
the society. He said that to take care of their needs and to 
eliminate the barriers they were facing in their daily life is the 
responsibility of every citizen. He further said that country was 
facing challenges like terrorism, poverty and natural disasters and 
these problems not only disturbing our daily life but also 
increasing the risk of disability. He assured that all possible 
measures will be taken to overcome these problems. 
He appreciated the endeavours of CBID management for 
organizing such an important and fruitful conference. He assured 
them all out support to enactment of laws for the people with 
disabilities to make them useful and productive citizen of the 
society. He also eulogized the contributions of National and 
International Scholars which participated in the Conference and 
expressed hope that this Conference will prove an important 
milestone in highlighting the problems faced by the special person 
and devising the policies for them. 
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Na Speaker & Deputy Speaker Condole the death of wife of 
Asghar Shad and daughter of Ghulam Hussain Malik  

Islamabad November 3, 2013: Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker and Mr. 
Murtaza Javed Abbasi, Deputy Speaker National Assembly of 
Pakistan have condoled the sad demise of wife of senior journalist 
and bureau chief of Nawai e Waqt Rawalpindi, Mr. Asghar Shad 
and mother of Reporter Express Imran Shad. They also condoled 
the passing away of daughter of senior journalist Mr. Ghulam 
Hussain Malik.  
In their separate condolence messages, Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker prayed to Almighty Allah to rest the departed souls in 
eternal peace and grant courage and fortitude to the bereaved 
family to bear the irreparable losses with equanimity. 

Na Speaker and Deputy Speaker Condole the death of Singer 
Reshma  
Islamabad November 3, 2013: Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker and Mr. 
Murtaza Javed Abbasi, Deputy Speaker National Assembly of 
Pakistan have condoled the sad demise of Legendary folk singer 
Reshma.  
In their separate condolence messages to members of bereaved 
family, the Speaker and Deputy Speaker expressed their heartfelt 
grief and sorrow over the passing away of Reshma. They said that 
Late Reshma was highly dynamic and versatile singer and with her 
death country has lost a legendary singer. They said her services 
would be remembered for long time to come.  
They prayed to Almighty Allah to rest the departed soul in eternal 
peace and grant strength and fortitude to the bereaved family 
and millions of her fans at home and abroad to bear the immense 
loss with equanimity. 

NA Speaker and Deputy Speaker Greet Hindu Parliamentarians 
and Hindu Community on Diwali  
Islamabad: November 3, 2013; Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker 
National Assembly has greeted Hindu Parliamentarians and the 
Hindu community on their religious festival Diwali being 
celebrated on Sunday November 3, 2013.  
Speaker said that he is delighted to send his warmest greetings to 
Hindu Parliamentarians and everyone in Hindu community on the 
auspicious occasion of Diwali. In his message, he also recognized 
the huge contributions made by Pakistani Hindu community to 
the prosperity of the country. Their involvement in every sphere of 
our national life is extremely commendable. Mr. Murtaza Javed 
Abbasi, Deputy Speaker National Assembly also conveyed his 
sincere and warm greetings on Diwali to his fellow Hindu 
Members of the National Assembly. He also appreciated their 
contribution in national development, fostering national unity and 
cohesion. 

NA Speaker & Deputy Speaker condole the death 
of Mr. Akhtar Hayat  

Islamabad November 5, 2013: Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, 
Speaker and Mr. Murtaza Javed Abbasi, Deputy 
Speaker National Assembly of Pakistan have 
condoled the sad demise Akhtar Hayat,  poet, 
author, thinker and senior journalist of City 42 
Lahore. 
In their separate condolence messages to the sons 
of Mr. Akhtar Hayat, the Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker offered their heartfelt condolence over the 
sad demise. While paying tributes to the services of 
Akhtar Hayat, they said he played a vital role for 
freedom of expression and strengthening of 
democracy in the country. They said the journalist 
fraternity could not overcome this loss and his 

services will be remembered in years to come. They prayed to 
Almighty Allah to rest the departed soul in eternal peace and 
grant the fortitude and patience to bereaved family to bear this 
irreparable loss with equanimity. 

ACTIVITIES OF WOMEN PARLIAMENTARY CAUCUS 

Here is the brief overview of the events and programs where 
Secretary WPC Senator Nuzhat Sadiq participated to represent 
WPC. 

1000+ National Consultation Conference on Pakistan Vision 2025 
Senator Nuzhat Sadiq was invited, as Secretary WPC, to address 
the ―1000+ National Consultation Conference on Pakistan Vision 
2025‖. She highlighted the importance of gender equality in the 
society, as it will empower the women at all levels. She said that it 
is the prime responsibility of the Government to increase women 
access to education in order to narrow the gap between boys 
and girls in primary and secondary schools. She further added that 
the role of SME‘S should be enhanced in rural areas, participation 
of women in International trade and commercial activities should 
be encouraged.  She also laid stress on media campaigns to 
sensitize men and to promote rights and importance of women in 
households and the society as a whole in light of religious and 
legal rights. 

Launching the 16 Days of Activism Campaign to End Violence 
against Women 
The 16 Days of Activism to End Violence against Women starting 
from 25th November to 10th December is a global campaign to 
raise awareness and voice our demands for the rights of women 
in Pakistan. Senator Nuzhat Sadiq was invited, as Secretary WPC, to 
present the viewpoint of the Women Parliamentary Caucus. She 
was of the opinion that women‘s rights are human rights, and 
acknowledged the role of patriarchal systems that embody 
harmful traditions and legal policies that normalize violence 
against women, and deny women their right to a life of dignity. 

ACTIVITIES OF PARLIAMENTARY MANAGEMENT UNIT 
(PMU) 

The Project Management Unit (PMU) is involved in the 
management/coordination of/with the donors‘ projects. Most of 
the projects are underway, i.e. the Go-Green project, HR-Policy, 
the Digitization of the Business of the House and several others. 
Moreover the Young Parliamentary Associates (YPAs) are involved 
in different research activities in the Parliament, who are providing 
their services under the European Union Improving Parliamentary 
Performance in Pakistan (IP3) project. All the YPAs services 
provision comes under the PMU. 

Acting Speaker NA, Murtaza Javed Abbasi addressing closing ceremony of International Conference of Persons 
with disability on Community-Based Inclusive Development (CBID) on 22

nd
 November, 2013 
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PMU held different meetings with the stakeholders in the month 
of November, 2013. In this regards, three meetings were held on 
November 08, 21 and 26, 2013 on the Research Requirements of 
the National Assembly Secretariat, the Possibilities of Cooperation 
and Training with National Assembly /Parliament and a Brief to 
the IP3 about the needs of the National Assembly respectively.  

 The purpose of the meeting held on November 08, 2013 
was to find the research requirements of the National 
Assembly Secretariat. The participants included Dr. Nazya 
Fiaz – Senior Expert from IP3; Additional Secretary 
Legislation; Joint Secretary Legislation and Deputy 
Secretary Legislation. The meeting was concluded with the 
decision of providing the required research support for 
which Dr. Nazya Fiaz will be preparing the outlines for the 
research training to be started from February 2014. 

 Mr. Arthur Bayhar, Senior Business Advisor Human 
Dynamics; Mr. Shahab Anwar Khwaja, Ex. Federal Secretary 
and Amir Jahangir, Chief Executive Officer Mishal, in 
another meeting held on November 21, 2013 asked for 
the research support provision to the National Assembly. 
Ms. Marriyum Aurangzeb, MNA; Syed Munawar Abbas, 

Special Secretary/ Chief Coordinator PMU; and Syed 
Shamoon Hashmi, Joint Secretary/Coordinator PMU, 
briefed the visiting delegation about the on-going projects 
in the National Assembly. The visiting delegation was 
welcome, while the delegation was invited to participate in 
the meeting regarding the donor‘s project in the first week 
of December. 

 An another meeting was held on November 27, 2013, 
where brief was given to the visiting delegation including 
Niall Johnston, Parliamentary Consultant; Gillian Cowell, 
Senior Advisor British Council; and Anitra Jankevica, Team 
Leader IP3. The meeting was concluded to provide the 
technical and research support to the parliament. 

PMU also nominated five officers from the National Assembly 
Secretariat for one day training course at Pakistan Institute for 
Parliamentary Services (PIPS) on November 29, 2013, conducted 
by IP3. The nominees included three Research Officer – Ch. 
Pervaiz Akhtar; Mr. Sardar Ali Haidery and Sahibzada Nazir Ahmed 
and two Assistan Directors (IR) – Ms. Rumaisa Rubab and Syed 
Rahim Shah. The second day course is to be held on 06-12-13. 

 

AROUND THE GLOBE

Argentina President Cristina Fernández retains narrow majority 
in Mid-term Polls 
In a mid-term election in Argentina, supporters of President 
Cristina Fernández retained their narrow majority in the country‘s 
Congress, though her political group won only 32% of the vote, 
down from 54% in 2011. Sérgio Massa, a former ally turned rival 

Peronist, topped the poll in Buenos Aires province, making him the 
man to watch in the 2015 presidential election. Also in Argentina, 
the Supreme Court upheld a controversial media law, which 
would have the main practical effect of breaking up the Clarín 
media empire, a prominent critic of President Fernández. 

Ollanta Humala sacks Prime Minister, shuffles cabinet  

Peru‘s increasingly unpopular president, Ollanta Humala, shuffled 
his cabinet, sacking the 
prime minister. This is 
part of an investor-
friendly effort to push 
through stalled reforms 
and projects. The 
regional governor and 
former business 
manager whom 
Humala has tapped as 
his fourth prime 
minister, Cesar 

Villanueva, has been praised by leaders across the political 
spectrum - except the far left - as an effective leader and savvy 
politician.  

Algerian President to run for a fourth term 
Algeria‘s President Abdelaziz Bouteflika has been nominated by 
the ruling FLN party to run for a fourth term in April 2014. The 
leader was hospitalised in France last April after suffering what 
official reports described as a stroke. Bouteflika, in power since 
1999, had been largely unseen for months because of health 
problems before he presided over a cabinet meeting on 
September 29 for the first time this year. 

Social Democrats lead Czech Elections 
Czech voters, angry about a string of corruption scandals, turned 
against older parties in a parliamentary election. The right, in 
particular the Civic Democrats, suffered most, as many voters 
switched over to ANO, a new party led by a billionaire. The Social 
Democrats became the biggest party, but it is struggling to form a 
coalition government. 

Protests in Bangkok against the controversial Amnesty Bill  

More than 10,000 people demonstrated in Bangkok against a 
controversial amnesty bill passed by the lower house of 
parliament. The bill, which has also to pass the senate, would 
pardon almost anyone 
facing charges arising 
from Thailand‘s political 
turmoil between 2004 
and 2010. Critics say its 
aim is to grant amnesty 
to Thaksin Shinawatra, 
who was overthrown 
as prime minister in 
2006 and lives in exile. 
He is the brother of 
Thailand‘s present Prime 
Minister, Yingluck 

Thousands of demonstrators in Bangkok protesting 
against the controversial Amnesty Bill 

Argentina President, Cristina Fernández (Left) and her former ally turned rival Sérgio 
Massa (Right) 

Peru's President Ollanta Humala (left) greets new Prime 
Minister Cesar Villanueva. Photo: Reuters 
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Shinawatra. 

152 soldiers sentenced to death in Bangladesh 
A court in Bangladesh has sentenced at least 152 soldiers to death 
over a bloody border guard mutiny in 2009, over pay and other 
grievances, that left 74 people dead. More than 150 others, mostly 
border guards, were given life sentences. Most of the 800 soldiers 
who packed the civilian court had already been jailed over the 
mutiny, but had not been tried for murder, torture and other 
charges. The UN human rights commissioner said that although 
the crimes committed had been reprehensible and heinous, the 
trials that followed ―failed to meet the most fundamental standards 
of due process‖. 

China’s Communist Party pledges greater role for markets 

China's leaders have unveiled a series of reforms aimed at 
overhauling its economy over the next decade. In a statement 
issued after a closed-door summit, they promised the free market 
would play a bigger role. A new committee will oversee internal 
security to guard against social unrest, and farmers will be given 

more property rights over their land. The final document of  
China‘s long-awaited ―third plenum‖ announced an acceleration 
of economic reforms. It also said the one-child policy would be 
eased and that labour camps would be abolished. 

Kosovo elections receives setback 

Local elections in Kosovo were suspended in ethnically divided 
northern Mitrovica, a Serbian-dominated part of the country, after 
masked men attacked polling stations. A partial re-vote is to be 
held. The tensions underline the challenge facing the EU, Serbia 
and Kosovo in implementing the deal brokered in April to 
integrate the north with the rest of the country. 

Greek government survives no-confidence motion 
Greece‘s government has survived a no-confidence vote in 
parliament. The main opposition party had introduced the motion 
due to its disapproval of the government‘s closure of public 
broadcaster ERT.  Prime Minister Antonis Samaras' coalition 
government survived the no-confidence vote by a narrow margin, 
with 153 lawmakers in the 300-seat parliament voting down the 
motion. This was just two fewer than the number of seats that the 
conservative government controlled. One Socialist lawmaker, who 
voted in favour of the motion, was expelled from the coalition as a 
result. This reduced the majority the coaltion controls from five to 
four seats. The motion had been called by Syriza, a left-wing 
opposition party. 

Ukraine’s Parliament postpones vote on Yulia Tymoshenko 

Ukraine‘s parliament postponed a vote on whether to release Yulia 
Tymoshenko, a former prime minister and staunch opponent of 

the president, Viktor Yanukovych, from prison. Mrs Tymoshenko, 
who has been sentenced for abuse of power, needs to travel to 
Germany to receive medical treatment. The European Union says 
her release is a condition for signing a raft of agreements with 
Ukraine later this month. 

Columbia’s President to run for re-election 

Colombia‘s president, Juan Manuel Santos, announced that he 
will run for re-election next year. 

Bachelet tops Chile President vote 
Buoyed by personal popularity and her promise to rewrite Chile's 
Constitution, Michelle Bachelet surged to the top in Sunday's first 
round of voting to elect a new president, but fell short of enough 
votes to avoid a 
runoff. With nearly 
all ballots counted, 
Bachelet, a 
pediatrician and 
former president, 
was far ahead of 
eight other 
candidates, but, at 
47%, was below the 
simple majority 
needed for an 
outright victory. In a 
distant second place was economist Evelyn Matthei, a former 
labor minister in President Sebastian Pinera's government. Bachelet 
and Matthei will face off in an election Dec. 15. 

Nicolas Maduro gets the power to rule by decree 

The Venezuelan congress has granted President Nicolas Maduro 
emergency decree powers that will strengthen his hand as he 
goes after businesses the government accuses of sabotaging the 
economy. The National Assembly's vote had been widely 
expected since Maduro requested a month ago to be given 
expanded power to 
enact laws without 
consulting congress for 
up to a year. The same 
tactic was employed 
four times by Maduro's 
mentor and 
predecessor, the late 
Hugo Chávez, to 
promulgate dozens of 

laws that dramatically 
boosted state control 
over the economy. Unlike the charismatic Cházvez, who had near-
absolute command over his party, doubts about Maduro's 
leadership have risen since he defeated opposition leader 
Henrique Capriles by a razor-thin margin in April's presidential 
election and as worsening shortages of basic goods and galloping 
inflation, now at 54%, have eroded popular support for his rule. 

Thai Court rejects opposition plea to dissolve the ruling party 
The Constitutional Court in Thailand said that the government‘s 
plan to introduce a fully elected Senate was illegal. But it also ruled 
against the opposition‘s call to dissolve the ruling party, Pheu Thai. 
Political divisions have persisted since the ousting in 2006 of 
Thaksin Shinawatra, now in self-imposed exile. His sister, Yingluck 
Shinawatra, is his place-holder and prime minister. 

China's 376 Communist Party Central Committee members, including its powerful 
Standing Committee, were at the meeting 

Chilean presidential candidate Michelle Bachelet waves 
before casting her vote in Santiago. 

Nicolas Maduro after being granted the power to pass 
laws without consulting Venezuela's National 

Assembly. 
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Nepal holds election for Constituent Assembly 
Nepal voted for a new Constituent Assembly, in a second election 
since the end of a Maoist revolt in 2006. Turnout was a record 
70% despite sporadic violence by ultra-Maoists. Voters signalled a 
desire for continued peace, as well as, eventually, a new 
constitution. The shape of the next government remains unclear. 

Egypt's interim President enacts 'Anti-Protest Law' 
Egypt's interim president, Adly Mansour, has enacted a 
new protest law that rights groups say will severely curtail freedom 
of assembly, and could prohibit the kinds of mass demonstrations 
that forced presidents Hosni Mubarak and Mohamed Morsi from 
power. 
The law will force would-be protesters to seek seven separate 
permissions to take to the streets, and bans overnight sit-ins such 
as theTahrir Square protests of early 2011. Activists will have to go 
to court to appeal against any rejected applications – a restriction 
lawyers argue will render legal demonstration almost impossible. 

Latvian government resigns over supermarket disaster 

Latvian Prime Minister Valdis Dombrovskis resigned today (27 
November), taking responsibility for the collapse of a supermarket 
roof that killed 54 people last week and plunging the Baltic state 
into turmoil weeks ahead of its entry into the eurozone. 
The departure of the Latvia's longest-serving premier brought 
down its centre-right government, a measure of the scale of the 
political uproar triggered by the tragedy in Riga. 
President Andris Berzins said in a statement he now planned to 
appoint a new government this year. Political analysts said that 
would stave off the chance of a snap vote earlier than the national 
elections that were already scheduled for next year. 

Berlusconi expelled from Senate 
The Italian Senate expelled Silvio Berlusconi over his conviction for 
tax fraud. He could now face arrest in other criminal cases. The 77-
year-old former prime minister is likely to serve a one-year prison 
sentence under house arrest because of his age, but he has 
vowed to continue to lead his Forza Italia party, which still enjoys 
significant electoral support. 

US: Democrats rein in Senate Filibusters 
Frustrated by Republican intransigence over approving Barack 
Obama‘s judicial nominees, the Democratic leadership in the 
Senate forced through a far-reaching reform of the rules on   

filibustering. From now on, a simple majority of senators will be 
able to end a filibuster of a presidential nominee for executive and 
judicial positions, except to the Supreme Court. 

Scotland’s nationalists unveiled their blueprint for independence 
In about 10 months, Scottish voters will head to the polls to vote 
on an independence referendum. First Minister Alex Salmond, of 
the pro-independence Scottish Nationalist Party, today released a 
670-page blueprint explaining exactly what a post-independence 
Scotland would look like. 
An independent Scotland would keep the pound and, like 
Australia or Canada, maintain its allegiance to Queen Elizabeth as 

head of state. It would 
collect its own taxes, set 
its own foreign policy, 

and—perhaps 
surprisingly—it would 
have its own defense 
forces, including land, 
naval, and air units. 
However, British nuclear 
submarines would be 
removed from Scotland's 
base in the country. 
British Prime Minister 

David Cameron, who opposed Scottish independence, has 
used the Scottish-based Trident nuclear deterrent system as a 
talking point for maintaining Scotland‘s place in the United 
Kingdom. 

Juan Orlando Hernández wins Honduras polls 

The electoral commission in Honduras says the governing party 
candidate has won Sunday's presidential election. "Today's figures 
indicate clearly that the winner of the election is Juan Orlando 
Hernandez," said the commission's president David Matamoros. Mr 
Hernandez, of the conservative National Party, won 36% of the 
vote, with results from 81.5% of polling stations tallied. The left-
wing candidate Xiomara Castro won 29%, but she disputes the 
outcome. Mr Matamoros earlier said the final result would be 
known in the next few days, but he called on all candidates to 
support the new government. Second-placed Ms Castro, the wife 
of Manuel Zelaya, a former president ousted in a coup,  said she 
was robbed of victory. She said she would present evidence of 
fraud. 

 

PERSPECTIVE

 

It’s all about the opportunity

Abid Qayyum 

―When Allah shows you the righteous path, He 
reveals unto you your own self.‖ These are the great 
words of wisdom by the greatest man Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH).   
Pakistani society is passing through a state of moral 
depravity viz a state where people try day in and day 

out to find the solution of their problems, fulfill all the religious 
obligations but the nation as a whole sinks more deeply into the 
quagmire. The sole reason is that whatever we preach, we do not 
enforce it upon ourselves. We continuously chant the Mantras of 

corruption, mismanagement and nepotism, but when it comes to 
us; don‘t hesitate to get the benefits.   
Unfortunately, all the social classes are equal in this regard. Be it a 
plutocrat or a simple peon, a politician or a small entrepreneur, it is 
all about the opportunity.  A great majority of us are snatching to 
our limits. If someone is the higher governmental official, he has 
the greater opportunity and fully utilizing it, but if someone is a 
junior clerk, he is equally robust in grabbing his ‗fair share‘ and 
looting and plundering with both hands. That makes every thief, 
peon or a high official, equally responsible for the dilapidated 
situation of the country we vociferously complain against. If that 
clerk is given the opportunity of getting a bigger share, he would 

Scotland's First Minister Alex Salmond and Deputy 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon pose for pictures 

during a press conference to launch their regional 
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off course not hesitate to get it. So how come a small businessman 
who is selling sub-standard things, playing with the lives of 
thousands, can complain a higher government official for 
corruption and ruining the country‘s situation when he himself is 
doing the same at a smaller scale just because of getting smaller 
opportunity to do so.    
The only remedy is to adopt the policy of self-accountability. 
Instead of pointing fingers at others, one must ponder upon one‘s 
own self and try to make up for the shortcomings in his/her own 
personality. It has been a heartrending dilemma that we, the 
people, sell substandard things, contaminate milk with hazardous 
things, amalgamate red chili powder with the brick powder to 
increase its quantity, and many more gimmicks to play with the 
innocent lives of people. We vow to change others but are not 
ready to think on our own deeds and accept our faults. Over the 
course of history, it has been established that nations do not get 
destroyed economically or through wars, but it‘s the moral 
depravity which eats nation‘s foundations like termite eats wood.  

It is high time that we, as a nation start practicing to accept our 
faults. In order to correct the things, one must acknowledge the 
problems first. Only then can we move towards finding their cure. 
It is impossible to hope for a better world while denying our 
mistakes. Stopping on the red light, abstaining from throwing the 
garbage on a street or respecting a queue might seem small 
gestures but they really depict the moral character. Even the small 
things like these, if followed properly, demonstrate the seriousness 
and maturity of the citizens, to progress and play vibrant role for 
the prosperity of their country instead of just grumbling and 
complaining. But alas! We Pakistanis feel proud to break the red 
light or feel pleasure in throwing something on the center of the 
road. All these habits portray the moral decent and unserious 
attitude mainly responsible for our problems.   

(The author is a Young Parliamentary Associate at National Assembly of 

Pakistan). 

 

Pakistan Parliamentary Delegation Visit to Saudi Arabia: Achievements

Pakistan Parliamentary delegation to Saudi Arabia, led by Speaker 
National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq returned home after making 
major headways in improving the crucial bilateral relations 
between the two brotherly Islamic countries. The delegation 
comprising 10-members of the National Assembly representing all 
the political parties in the House, and belonging to all four 
provinces and FATA, visited Saudi Arabia on the invitation of 
Chairman of the Saudi Majlis al-Shura Dr. Abdullah bin 
Mohammed bin Ibrahim Al Al-Sheikh. This was the first bilateral 
parliamentary visit by Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq. 
The most prominent outcome of the visit is the Saudi assurance to 
deal sympathetically with the issue of non-registered labor from 
Pakistan, which risks deportation on charges of illegal entry into 
the Saudi Kingdom. With a sizeable number of over 1.6 million 
Pakistani expatriates generating over 30% of the total remittances, 
amounting US$ 4.1 billion, such extreme step from the Saudi 
monarchy would be fatal for the Pakistani economy. 
However, Speaker Ayaz Sadiq convincingly took up the issue in his 
numerous meetings with the top Saudi leadership, which 
included an audience with Crown Prince and Defense Minister His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Second 
Deputy Premier, Advisor and Special Envoy of Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques Prince Muqrin bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, and 
Prince Faisal bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, Governor of Madina 
Mukarama. 
The Saudi side warmly received Pakistan‘s Speaker, along-with his 
delegation and assured him of their complete support in amicably 
resolving the matter. It was informed to the Pakistani delegation 
that a large number of illegal workers had been allowed to get 
their status legalized under ―Amnesty Scheme‖, while the 
remaining workers would also be given sympathetic 
consideration. 
The Saudi leadership also reiterated its unflinching support to 
Pakistan on its principled stand on Kashmir and on the early 
settlement of the dispute as per the aspersions of the Kashmiri 
people. 
In his meetings with the Chairman of the Saudi Majlis al-Shura Dr. 
Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Ibrahim Al Al-Sheikh, Speaker Sardar 
Ayaz Sadiq explored possibilities of expanding relationship to 
diverse fields between the brotherly countries. In this regard, both 
sides agreed to boost meaningful cooperation in the field of 
parliamentary affairs and foster high-level parliamentary exchanges 

by facilitating both Parliaments in sharing and learning from each 
other‘s experiences. 
The Chairman Saudi Shura agreed to create a Pak-Saudi 
Friendship Group in the Saudi legislature under him and 
appointed Dr. Abdullah, a senior Shura Member as its President. 
The Friendship Group was assigned to keep a close follow-up of 
all issues, concerning Pakistan‘s interest, especially the case of the 
pending registration of Pakistani workers. It may be recalled that a 
similar Group already exists in Pakistan‘s National Assembly. 
The two presiding officers also agreed to extend cooperation for 
automation, training of Secretarial staff and strengthening of 
Secretariat. Although both the brotherly countries have different 
political systems of government, however, immense potential of 
cooperation exists between the two legislatures. The Saudi Shura 
has made remarkable achievement in automation of its records 
and in creating paperless computer-based environment. The Saudi 
Shura for its initiative has been internationally acclaimed and has 
been awarded for having topmost automated infrastructure 
wherein manuscripts, legislation and other documents are 
available in electronic form. Subsequent to materialization of the 
concord of cooperation, the National Assembly would be able to 
create similar paperless environment, reducing the expenditure on 
stationery for which Speaker National Assembly has been vying 
since his election to the exalted slot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDITORIAL BOARD 
 

EDITORIAL BOARD 
 

Editor In-Chief 

Ch. Mukhtar Ahmed (Director Research) 

Editor 

Sardar Ali Haidery (Research Officer) 

Co-Editor 

Munirullah Khan (Young Parliamentary Associate) 

Co-Editor 

Mahira Rafique (Young Parliamentary Associate) 

Programmer 

Ehtisham-ul-Haq 

Cameraman 

Zafar Sultan 


